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This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part and in any form for educational and non profit purposes without
special permission from the copyright holder, provided that acknowledgement of the source is made. UNEP and CUER will
appreciate receiving a copy of any publication that uses this material as a source

No use of this publication can be made for the resale or for any other commercial purpose whatsoever without the prior
permission in writing of UNEP and CUNY Center for Urban Environmental Reform (CUER). Application for such permission
with a statement of purpose of the reproduction should be addressed to:

The Communications Division, of the United Nations Environment Programme, P.O BOX 30552, Nairobi 00100 Kenya.

The use of information from this document for publicity of advertising is not permitted.
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It’s not a happy one. Today
| stared into the gaping mouth |-
of cultural destruction and

land grabs.
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My own family and Sengwer
brothers and sisters were
driven out of their home.

NAIROBI, CAPITAL CITY
OF KENYA.
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| left my home in the Embobut
Forest to get a degree. To
protect our people. Our land.
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But today...
it was useless.
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And our own government
evicted us.

We have lived in union with
the forest for generations.
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oy a  You CAN N GREEN MEN?
_. 3 HELP ME CARRY MRS

THE HONEY.

IT'S THE
KFS*! GO TELL
YOUR IYOO!
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"CHEROP, IS THERE SOMEONE o ARWONY C
4D YOU CAN CALL?! % Il s
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NO. I
PON'T GET CELL

Nzl
SERVICE HERE. o

BUT LET'S
TALK TO THEM.
THIS IS OUR
LAND, THE LAW
PROTECTS US.



THIS IS | ACTUALLY, THIS IS OUR
CONSERVATION ANCESTOR'S LAND. THE

LAND. YOU CONSTITUTION
CANNOT LIVE -.

BROTHERS, PLEASE! OUR COUNTRY AND
FOR GENERATIONS THE U.N. RECOGNIZE

OUR FAMILIES HELD OUR “TRAPITIONAL
AND PROTECTED RIGHTS” TO THESE
THIS LAND.

THAN JUST
WORDS ON...

BY ORDER OF

THE L AW YOU
WILL LEAVE!




WE HAVE

NOWHERE NOT MY
PROBLEM...




I AM A SENGWER. BEFORE ANY LAWS ...MY PEOPLE HAVE
THE EMBOBUT WERE INSCRIBED ON BEEN PROTECTING THE
FOREST WHERE I WAS PAPER, SINCE TIME LAND. WE PRESERVE IT FROM
BORN, IS IN CRISIS. IMMEMORIAL... DEVELOPMENT AND UPHOLD
», \! IT'S BIOPIVERSITY.

AND YET, _
WE ARE TARGETED
AND VIOLENTLY IS THE ANSWER TO THE \
3 CLIMATE CRISIS AND THIS IS OUR
WE SENGWER ARE LAND, NOT SOME
THE KEY. TERRA NULLIUS
— WAITING FOR THE
JUNED & r S GOVERNMENT
CLIMATE H URLER TO GIVE IT
MEANING.
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WE HONOR OUR ™
ANCESTORS BY
FIGHTING TO PROTECT
OUR FOREST OF MILK

AND HONEY.

SIN 009, 00
SENGWER HOMES HAVE BEEN BURNED
DOWN AND 5000 PEOPLE EVICTED.
SCORES OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS, RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTIONS, AND SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN
N DESTROYED. WOMEN AND CHILDREN '/
N  HAVE ENDURED UNTOLD SUFFERING /
DURING THE EVICTIONS, INCLUDING '
SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.

THE ATTACKS CONTINUE.  gpd




EARTH DEFENDERS

THE UNTOLD STORIES-OF ACHVISTS
AND ENVIRONMENTALJUSTICE.

SIX ORIGINAL STORIES THAT SHINE A
SPOTLIGHT ON ENVIRONMENTAL
DEFENDERS, CLIMATE CHANGE, AND THE
URGENT NEED TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS
IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT.
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