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Concept	note	on	MedECC	Special	Reports	
Background	information	

The	MedECC	(Mediterranean	Experts	on	Climate	and	environmental	Change,	

https://www.medecc.org/)	is	an	open	and	independent	network	of	scientists	founded	in	

2015	that	assesses	the	best	available	scientific	knowledge	on	climate	and	environmental	

change	and	the	associated	risks	in	the	Mediterranean	basin	in	order	to	make	this	work	
accessible	to	decision-makers,	stakeholders	and	citizens.		

The	MedECC	network	works	in	two	complementary	directions:	(i)	production	of	
improved	assessments	and	knowledge	synthesis	on	climate	and	environmental	change	in	the	

Mediterranean	Region,	(ii)	the	strengthening	of	a	regional	science-policy	interface	on	climate	

and	environmental	change	in	the	Mediterranean.	MedECC	contributes	to	the	development	

of	a	strengthened	knowledge	base	for	policymakers,	for	informed	science-based	decision-
making.	Intended	users	include	governments,	multilateral	environmental	agreements,	other	

multilateral	environmental	organizations,	academic	organizations,	the	private	sector	and	

civil	society,	including	indigenous	peoples	and	local	communities	and	non-governmental	

organizations.	

The	network	is	coordinated	by	three	scientific	coordinators:	Wolfgang	Cramer	(IMBE,	
CNRS,	France),	Fatima	Driouech	(Mohammed	VI	Polytechnic	University,	Morocco),	Joël	Guiot	

(CEREGE,	CNRS,	France),	as	well	as	by	the	Steering	Committee	composed	of	17	members.	

The	support	to	MedECC	is	in	line	with	the	following	elements	of	UNEP/MAP	
mandate:		

●	 MedECC	activities	connect	directly	to	the	program	of	work	of	the	

Mediterranean	Action	Plan	(MAP)	2022-2023,	approved	by	the	Contracting	Parties	to	the	

Barcelona	Convention	during	COP	22	(Antalya,	December	2021).		

●	 The	Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	(MSSD)	2016-2025	
identifies,	under	its	Objective	4	“Addressing	Climate	Change	as	a	Priority	Issue	for	the	

Mediterranean”,	the	establishment	of	“a	regional	science-policy	interface	mechanism	(…)	

with	a	view	to	preparing	consolidated	regional	scientific	assessments	and	guidance	on	
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climate	change	trends,	impacts	and	adaptation	and	mitigation	options”	as	a	regional	

Flagship	Initiative.			

●	 The	Regional	Climate	Change	Adaptation	Framework	for	the	Mediterranean	

also	calls	for	“Better	informed	decision-making	through	research	and	scientific	cooperation	

and	availability	and	use	of	reliable	data,	information	and	tools”	(Strategic	Objective	4)	

through	“Strengthening	Science-policy	interface	and	accessibility	of	related	knowledge”.			

In	November	2020,	MedECC	published	the	report	on	climate	and	environmental	

change	in	the	Mediterranean	(First	Mediterranean	Assessment	Report,	MAR1).	The	

overarching	goal	of	this	report	was	to	cover	all	major	risks	associated	with	environmental	
change	as	comprehensively	as	possible,	regarding	the	major	drivers	of	risk,	the	major	

systems	impacted	and	as	much	as	possible	the	subregions	of	the	Mediterranean	Basin.	The	

full	report	and	its	Summary	for	Policymakers	(SPM)	have	been	reviewed	by	peers	and	
stakeholders	in	a	transparent	process.	The	SPM	has	been	discussed	and	approved	by	

stakeholders	during	the	plenary	session	in	September	2020.	For	this	work	the	MedECC	was	

awarded	the	prestigious	North-South	Prize	2020	of	the	Council	of	Europe.	During	the	2nd	
UfM	Ministerial	Meeting	on	Environment	and	Climate	Action	held	in	October	2021	in	Cairo	

(Egypt),	the	42	Ministers	recognized	in	their	declaration	the	SPM	as	an	important	

contribution	of	the	scientific	community	to	future	actions	in	matters	of	climate	and	
environment	in	the	Mediterranean	region.	During	the	22nd	meeting	of	the	Contracting	

Parties	to	the	Barcelona	Convention	COP22	(Antalya,	Turkey,	December	2021),	the	SPM	was	
endorsed	by	the	Contracting	Parties	and	reflected	in	the	Antalya	Ministerial	Declaration.		

MedECC	also	contributed	to	the	Sixth	Assessment	Report	(AR6)	of	the	

Intergovernmental	Panel	on	Climate	Change	(IPCC)	published	in	2022,	with	a	cross-chapter	

dedicated	for	the	first	time	to	the	Mediterranean.	This	Mediterranean	cross-chapter	was	

prepared	under	the	leadership	of	one	of	MedECC	coordinators,	ensuring	a	strong	synergy	
across	the	two	assessment	reports.		

Context	and	methodology	of	MedECC	Special	Reports	

Following	the	publication	of	MAR1,	several	important	issues	have	emerged	that	
require	deeper	analysis,	often	associated	with	the	appearance	of	new	scientific	studies.	It	

was	therefore	proposed	that	the	MedECC	community	applies	the	same	approach	as	for	the	

MAR1	to	the	preparation	of	three	Special	Reports	assessing	the	following	issues	in	the	

Mediterranean:	1)	Coastal	risks,	2)	Climate-water-energy-food-ecosystems	nexus,	and	3)	
Environmental	change,	conflicts	and	human	migration.	The	Special	Reports	are	expected	to	

support	local,	national	and	regional	policy	decisions	on	the	conservation,	adaptation	and	

mitigation	needs	to	sustain	a	good	quality	of	life	in	the	Mediterranean.	The	Special	Reports	
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do	not	intend	to	provide	guidance	but	will	assess	and	review	the	sustainable	pathways	for	

the	region	(success	and	gaps	of	actions).	They	will	evaluate	the	dynamics	of	the	
interrelations,	the	adaptation	plans,	and	identify	opportunities	for	measures	through	case	

studies.	Each	Special	Report	will	include	a	Summary	for	Policymakers	highlighting	key	policy-

relevant	findings	and	non-prescriptive	policy	options.	The	MedECC	Special	Reports	will	be	

published	during	the	last	quarter	of	2023.		

The	reports	are	developed	by	the	teams	of	voluntary	and	independent	scientists	

(Report	Coordinators,	Coordinating	Lead	Authors,	Lead	Authors	and	Contributing	Authors).	

The	authors	will	not	produce	any	new	research,	but	will	synthetize	and	critically	assess	the	
present	state	of	scientific,	technical	and	socio-economic	knowledge	on	the	topics	they	cover	

in	relation	to	the	Mediterranean	region.	The	reports	will	assemble	new	information	and	

thereby	update	MAR1	and	the	last	IPCC	reports.		

The	successful	preparation	of	the	special	reports	relies	on	two	main	factors:	i)	the	

involvement	of	high-level	scientists	devoting	their	time	and	sharing	their	knowledge	on	a	

voluntary	basis,	ii)	well-functioning	science-policy	interface	to	facilitate	the	ownership	of	
scientific	knowledge	by	decision-makers	and	to	help	the	latter	in	considering	the	results	of	

MedECC	in	their	political	decisions.	

Tasks	performed		
● An	 open	 call	 for	 self-nominations	 of	 authors	 was	 launched	 on	 20	 April	 2021	 and	

closed	 on	 15	 May	 2021.	 This	 call	 has	 been	 largely	 circulated	 in	 various	 scientific	
networks.		

● MedECC’	 Coordinators,	 Steering	 Committee	 and	 Secretariat	 reviewed	 these	 self-
nominations	to	select	experts	to	invite	at	a	first	scoping	meeting.		

● A	 two-day	 online	 scoping	 meeting	 was	 organized	 for	 each	 report	 in	 2021	 and	 in	
January	2022.	

● The	 Report	 Coordinators,	 Coordinating	 Lead	 Authors,	 and	 in	 case	 of	 the	 Special	
Report	on	coastal	risks	also	Lead	Authors	have	been	appointed.	

● The	Coordinating	Lead	Authors’	meeting	was	held	in	June	2022	in	Barcelona	(Spain),	
during	which	they	agreed	on	the	outlines.	
	

Review	process	

Review	is	an	essential	part	of	the	MedECC	process	and	ensures	that	the	assessment	

of	literature	is	transparent,	objective	and	complete.	In	2023,	the	Special	Reports	will	be	

reviewed	by	peer	scientific	experts	but	also	by	governments,	decision-makers,	and	

stakeholders.	This	consultation	will	involve	inter	alia	governments’	representatives,	

including	the	UfM	Climate	Change	Expert	Group	(CCEG)	members,	the	main	technical	Focal	

Points	who	are	designated	by	the	UfM	Senior	Officials,	the	United	Nations	Environment	

Programme	/	Mediterranean	Action	Plan	(UNEP/MAP)	and	Plan	Bleu	Focal	Points,	the	
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Members	of	the	Mediterranean	Commission	on	Sustainable	Development	(MCSD),	and	

UNEP/MAP	Partners.	The	process	will	be	organized	by	the	interface	composed	of	the	
MedECC	Steering	Committee	and	Scientific	Secretariat,	the	UfM	Secretariat	and	Plan	Bleu	

UNEP/MAP	Regional	Activity	Center.	

At	the	early	stage	of	the	writing	process,	one	key	milestone	was	the	development	of	

comprehensive	outlines.	Now	the	present	stage	is	to	share	these	outlines	in	order	to	inform	
the	concerned	governments,	decision-makers	and	stakeholders	about	the	progress	of	the	

ongoing	work	and	to	collect	their	comments.	This	is	an	additional	step	compared	to	MAR1	to	

give	them	the	possibility	to	intervene	at	this	early	stage.	The	recipients	of	the	documents	are	
invited	to	communicate	until	December	15,	2022	in	the	dedicated	Excel	file	their	suggestions	

on	the	accuracy	and	completeness	of	the	issues	listed	in	the	outlines	and	the	overall	balance	

of	the	outlines	to	the	MedECC	Secretariat:	Kasia	Marini	(marini@medecc.org)	and	Julie	
Gattacceca	(gattacceca@medecc.org).	
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