
 

 

 

 

Governance Mechanism for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach in the 

Mediterranean 

 

EcAp governance structure 

 

 
 

 
 

The EcAp Coordination Group (EcAp CG) consisting of MAP Focal Points integrates and gives 

guidance to the work under the Barcelona Convention:  

 

a) On the delivery of the ecosystem approach, making sure that all elements for its implementation are 

taken into account, weighting of priorities and resource implications; and  

 

b) Coordinating Barcelona Convention/UNEP-MAP’s facilitation role, in support of Contracting 

Parties in their implementation of EcAp.  

 

Two Correspondence Groups are formed in the process of application of EcAp in the Mediterranean 

and to support EcAp Coordination Group: 

 

1. The Correspondence Group on Monitoring (COR MON) composed of national experts designated 

by the Contracting Parties, and coordinated by Barcelona Convention/UNEP-MAP Coordinating Unit 

and MED POL, working to ensure efficient coverage and in-depth discussions and analysis regarding 

integrated monitoring and assessment. 
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2. The Correspondence Group on Economic and Social Analysis (COR ESA) is composed of national 

experts designated by the Contracting Parties and invited experts, and coordinated by Barcelona 

Convention/UNEP-MAP Coordinating Unit and PB/RAC. It develops a socioeconomic analysis of 

marine ecosystems uses, focusing on priority sectors such as fisheries, aquaculture, maritime 

transport, recreational activities, and oil industry and offshore and address as appropriate the 

socioeconomic aspects related to the formulation and implementation of programmes of measures to 

achieve/maintain good environmental status (GES) 

 

3. Informal Online Working Groups (OWG) composed of experts and scientists nominated by the 

Contracting Parties and experts mobilised by the Secretariat and MAP Components. The composition 

should be restricted in number, with well-balanced geographical representation. The agenda of the 

Informal OWG and the timeline for their operationality is defined by the respective CORMONs. The 

Informal OWG report to CORMON and do not replace CORMONs.  

 

4. Every effort to be made by the Secretariat to streamline and ensure the technical documents are 

cleared by the respective CORMON and MAP Component/Thematic Focal Points in line with their 

mandates, as appropriate, before they are submitted to the decision-making bodies. To this aim, the 

EcAp Coordination Group may decide on terms of references including potential list/type of 

documents for the technical bodies addressing also the need for the effective interaction among 

different bodies.  

 

5. Science-Policy Interface (SPI). Every effort should be made to promote SPI for IMAP 

implementation in the Mediterranean. 
 

 

 

UNEP/MED IG.25/27 
Page 200




