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Introduction
1.
The present report covers the progress achieved in the course of the implementation
of the various activities carried out by the Coordinating Unit, its Regional Activity Centres
(RACs) and MED POL since the last Meeting of the Contracting Parties (Malta, 27-30
October 1999).
A.

COORDINATION

(a)

Programme coordination

2.
On 24-25 January 2000 a Meeting was held in Athens between the MED Unit, the
RAC Directors and MED POL to discuss in detail targets and activities for each component of
MAP as a follow up to the decisions of the Contracting Parties Meeting held in Malta. A
calendar of organized and planned meetings is attached as Annex I.
(b)

Legal framework

3.
After the Meeting of the Contracting Parties held in Malta, a letter was sent to all
Contracting Parties urging them to ratify the new and amended Barcelona legal texts. In
addition, on the occasion of official missions and visits, national authorities have been
constantly recalled of the need to speed up the internal procedures of ratification. In
particular, during the Third Interparliamentary Conference on Security and Cooperation in the
Mediterranean (CSCM), a recommendation was included urging all Mediterranean countries
to ratify the Barcelona legal texts. Although the process of ratification is ongoing in all
countries, no ratifications have been made since January 2000. However, the new Protocol
on Specially Protected Areas and Biodiversity entered into force in December 1999, as a
result of its sixth deposited instrument of ratification (see Annex II). The delays by the
Contracting Parties in the process of ratifications remain an issue to be considered by the
Bureau who may which to explore ways to further urge Contracting Parties to take
immediate action.
Recommendation:
The Bureau is expected to discuss the issue of delayed ratifications to the new and
amended Barcelona legal texts with a view at finding ways to urge Contracting Parties
to take immediate action.
4.
As a follow up of the Contracting Parties meeting, a Workshop on the implementation
of the Barcelona legal system before and after its revision is being organized in Tunis on 810 June 2000 with the support of the Centre of Interdisciplinary Research on Environmental
Law, Management and Urbanism (CRIDEAU) in Limoges. All Contracting Parties have been
invited to attend and to prepare national reports on the implementation of the Barcelona legal
texts.
Process of revision of the Emergency Protocol
5.
At the Eleventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties it was agreed to proceed with the
process of revision of the Emergency Protocol with a view at convening a Plenipotentiary
Meeting at the end of the year 2000. The first Meeting of Legal and Technical Experts was
held in Malta at the REMPEC premises in 1998 and a number of amendments were
proposed and discussed. As a result of the Meeting, in consultation with REMPEC Focal
Points and experts, the draft amended text was reviewed and the need was felt to convene a
second Meeting of Legal and Technical Experts to finalize the draft and make it ready for a
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Meeting of Plenipotentiaries. The Meeting of Plenipotentiaries would be hosted by the
Government of Malta in the year 2000, as proposed by his Excellency the Minister of
Environment of Malta, President of the Bureau, during the Eleventh Contracting Parties
Meeting. As to the Second Meeting of Legal and Technical Experts, the Bureau may wish to
discuss the issue of seeking countries’ offers for convening such a Meeting for which there
are no earmarked funds in the budget for the 2000-2001 biennium.
6.
In connection with the widespread concern over the environmental consequences of
the ERIKA spill which occurred in the Atlantic, an NGO has contacted the Secretariat urging
the convening of a regional meeting to review the issue of security of ships and prevention of
oil spills. The Secretariat is of the opinion that the proposal deserves to be taken into
consideration and believes that, if implemented in conjunction with the process of revision of
the Emergency Protocol, could possibly provide the Contracting Parties with useful elements,
and proposals.
Recommendation:
The Bureau is asked to examine the opportunity to convene a regional Meeting to
discuss the issue of the risk of pollution due to navigation in the Mediterranean in the
framework of MAP and to ask the Secretariat to seek outside funds for its
organization.
(c)

Financial and institutional matters

Status of MTF
7.
As at 31 December 1999, the unpaid contributions for 1999 were US$ 288,284 and
the unpaid pledges for prior years were US$1,104,514 making a total of unpaid pledges for
1999 and prior years of US$ 1,392,798. The total collections during 1999 for 1999 and future
years were US$ 4,361,465.
8.
For the 2000 contributions, the invoices were sent out to the countries on 17 January
and 18 February 2000 (total pledges for 2000 amount to US$4,839,687). Collections for
2000 and prior years have reached US$ 116,488 as at end March 2000.
9.
In order to finalise the implementation of activities as approved by the Contracting
Parties for 1999, UNEP has agreed to extend until June 2000 the possibility to spend the
relevant funds.
10.
In accordance with the availability of funds as at end 1999, MEDU and the RACs
have been authorised to spend 50% of the amounts approved by the Contracting Parties for
the year 2000. Activities to be implemented from the EU Voluntary Contribution are pending
the payment by the EU.
11.
The Greek counterpart contribution of US$ 400,000 was received from the
Government of Greece on 21 March 2000. Other counterpart contributions received are:
-

The Government of Monaco: $ 29,043 for Support for the Preparation of the
Strategic Review of the Year 2000;

-

The European Union: Under a Subsidy for Euro 91,500 (60% of which has
been received in Nov. 1999). This EU subsidy is for a project entitled: Public
Awareness, Information and Participation in Environmental and Sustainable
Development matters in Arabic Speaking Mediterranean Countries.
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12.
The status of contributions as at end March 2000 is contained in Annex III of this
report.
Personnel issues
13.
Programme Officer - P.4 level (Post No: ME-1100-98-02-1103). Ex incumbent (Mr. I.
Dharat) retired 31 July 1999. The vacancy announcement has been released with the
deadline 31 March 2000.
14.
Programme Officer (MEDPOL) - P.4 level (Post No: ME-1100-98-02-1108). The exincumbent (Mr. G. P. Gabrielides) left UNEP/MAP in April 1999. A departmental panel was
held in Geneva on 28 March 2000. Recommendations of the Panel were sent to UNON,
Nairobi for final decision.
15.
GEF Programme Officer - (New Post - Post No: Not assigned yet). The job
description for the post has been prepared and approved by HRMS, Nairobi. It requires an
official Post Number in order for the official reclassification notice to be sent from HRMS but
they have indicated that it will be at L.4 level. The advertising will be made immediately after
the formal reclassification of the post. The post will be included in the MAP staff list.
16.
Information Officer - P.3 (New Post - Post No: ME-1100-98-02-1105. The vacancy
announcement has been released with the deadline 7 April 2000 (see under d) below).
17.
Since 1998, all MAP budget documents, which include the MEDU Office and the five
Regional Activity Centres, are now being processed at MEDU/Athens. This new policy has
given the post of Budget Assistant G5 new responsibilities, which include direct contacts with
the Regional Activity Centres as far as budgetary and financial matters are concerned,
control of cash advances, monitoring and ensuring timely reporting , as well as the proper
closure for prior year projects for all MAP projects.
18.
In view of the above, in agreement with UNON, Nairobi, an upgrading of the post from
G5 to G6 is felt appropriate to adequately reflect the new functions and responsibilities. The
upgrade of this post would have no financial implications on the MTF contributions as it is
now paid by the 13% Programme Support Cost. However, the approval of the Bureau is a
necessary step in the reclassification process.
Recommendation:
The Bureau members are expected to consider and decide on the issue of the reclassification of the Post of Budget Assistant from G5 to G6.
(d)

Information, participation and training

19.
After its review by previous Bureau meeting and by the National Focal Points
meeting, the “MAP Information Strategy’ was finally adopted by the Contracting Parties at
their recent Eleventh Ordinary meeting.
20.
As a follow-up to the various recommendations included in this “Information Strategy”,
several measures and actions were taken in view of its implementation. In particular:
-

the appointment of an Information Officer at P 3 level as decided by the last
CP meeting; the job description was prepared, reviewed with UNEP and
Vacancy Announcement was published and disseminated to all MAP National
Focal Points. The final selection, including oral interview and written test, will
be completed by end of May 2000;
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-

the appointment of a Librarian Assistant at G.5/G.6 level, post occupied parttime by a consultant for several years; the job description was prepared and
reviewed with UNEP, and the Vacancy Announcement published internally
and in local news papers; the applications have been reviewed by
MAP/MEDU, and the selection process has been finalized; the
recommendations of the Panel have been sent to UNON, Nairobi, for final
decisions.

-

Information documents: brochures, leaflets and posters; in order to strengthen
its information and communication activities, several brief documents are
being prepared: an updated and better structured MAP brochure with related
leaflet (both to be ready in June 2000), an updated MCSD brochure (July
2000) keeping in mind that a completely new MCSD brochure will be
prepared after the 7th MCSD meeting in 2001 taking into account the results of
the Strategic Review, results and lessons from 1996-2001 period of activities,
and new themes for “second phase” work programme. Moreover, a special
brochure for youth and children is also being prepared (specific text expected
for June 2000).

-

MAP logo; in order to define an eye-catching brand-identification and to
improve MAP’s visibility, a specific logo for MAP is being designed; using the
same basic components, three options of this logo are proposed in Annex IV;
these three basic components are: the Mediterranean Sea (exact
representation or stylized), the olive branches (for development, exchange,
peace, culture, etc.) and M.A.P. letters (the final and adequate font will be
decided jointly with UNEP as MAP logo should go along with UNEP one in
official letters and documents).

Recommendation:
The Bureau is expected to consider the logos proposed in Annex IV and take the
appropriate decision.
21.
The MEDU Library continued to offer assistance and reference services to the
Mediterranean scientific, professional and student community and to the MEDU staff.
22.
During the period 1 October 1999 – 30 April 2000 46 visitors were received and
assisted in the library. Eighty-one requests for copies of MAP documents and/or publications
were received for a total of 320 items. A large number of e-mail requests for documents and
information were responded to. The reduction in the number of mail requests is due to the
presence of MAP documents and publications on the Web and their availability by
“download”.
23.
One hundred and thirty-seven issues of periodicals, 59 technical reports and 51
monographs were received, classified and processed. Similarly, a large number of
newsletters and other varied information material were received and processed.
24.
Development and maintenance of the MAP documents collection and database
(MEDDOC) continued and the biennial List of Meetings and MAP Documents will be
published the end of 2001.
25.
The UNEP/MAP Web Site continued to be updated as scheduled and as required. It
may be accessed at http://www.unepmap.org.
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26.
Communication with SMI Books (UK), the contracted International Distributors of
UNEP Publications was established and a selection of MAP publications were sent for
consideration and evaluation.
27.
The bulletin Medwaves,
published in English and French.
28.

No. 40-41 (special edition), Winter-Spring 2000, was

The following MAP Technical Reports were published:

MTS 120.
UNEP: MED POL Phase III. Programme for the Assessment and Control of Pollution in the
Mediterranean Region (1996-2005). MAP Technical Reports Series No. 120. UNEP, Athens,
1998, (120 pgs).
MTS 125.
UNEP: Proceedings of the Workshop on Invasive Caulerpa Species in the Mediterranean,
Heraklion, Crete, Greece, 18-20 March 1998. MAP Technical Reports Series No. 125,
UNEP, Athens 1999. (317 pgs). (English and French).
PNUE: Actes de l'atelier sur les especes Caulerpa invasives en Méditerranée, Heraklion,
Crète, Grèce, 18-20 mars 1998. No. 125 de la série des rapports techniques du PAM,
PNUE, Athènes, 1999. (317 pgs). (Anglais et français).
MTS 126.
UNEP/MCSD/Blue Plan: Report of the Workshop on Tourism and Sustainable Development
in the Mediterranean, Antalya, Turkey, 17-19 September 1998. MAP Technical Reports
Series No. 126, UNEP, Athens 1999. (English and French).
PNUE/CMDD/Plan Bleu: Rapport de l'atelier sur le tourisme et le développement durable en
Méditerranée, Antalya, Turquie, 17-19 septembre 1998. No. 126 de la série des rapports
techniques du PAM, PNUE, Athènes, 1999. (Anglais et français).
MTS 127.
UNEP/BP: Minutes of the Seminar ‘Territorial Prospective in the Mediterranean and the
Approach by Actors’, (7-9 November 1996, Sophia Antipolis), MAP Technical Reports Series,
127, UNEP, Athens, 1999. (English and French).
PNUE/PB : Actes du Séminaire ‘La prospective territoriale en Méditerranée et l’approche par
acteurs’ (7-9 novembre 1996, Sophia-Antipolis). No. 127 de la série des rapports techniques
du PAM, PNUE, Athènes, 1999. (Anglais et français).
(e)

Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD)

29.
At their eleventh ordinary meeting, the Contracting Parties adopted three sets of
recommendations related to “Tourism”, “Indicators” and “Information and Awareness”, as
agreed upon by the members of the MCSD at their fifth meeting held in Rome, 1-3 July 1999.
30.
As a follow up to the MCSD recommendations, several countries (Algeria, Tunisia,
Libya, Lebanon, Syria and Albania) were requested to prepare a “case study” with some
financial support from MAP/MEDU, on the ways and means for the implementation of some
of the MCSD recommendations, as adopted by the Contracting Parties, related to mainly
“Information and Awareness” and “Tourism”; respective reports, expected for end May 2000,
will then be used as inputs to draw lessons for implementation and follow up of MCSD
recommendations.
31.
In conformity with the structure of the MCSD as adopted by the Contracting Parties in
1995, the members of the MCSD representing the NGOs, the Local Authorities and the Socio
– Economic Actors were renewed except for one member from the Socio – Economic Actors
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group. According to the decision of the 11th Contracting Parties meeting, the two pre –
selected candidates, Federation of Egyptian Industries (FEI) from Egypt and Union
Tunisiènne de l’Industrie, du Commerce et de l’Artisanat (UTICA) from Tunisia, were
requested to submit more relevant information, so that the members of the Bureau could
nominate the fifth missing one. Information received is attached in Annex V. The 14 new
members were informed about the decision of the Contracting Parties to selecting them as
members of the MCSD and a set of relevant background and information documents were
sent to them. Several of them have already expressed their interest in joining some of the on
– going thematic Working Groups.
Recommendation:
The Bureau is expected to consider the information provided by the two candidates
and nominate the fifth MCSD member for the Socio – Economic Actors Group.
32.
Following the decision of the fifth MCSD meeting and the decision of the Contracting
Parties, the Steering Committee of the MCSD held its third meeting in Tunis, 20-21 January
2000, with the following main items on its agenda: preparation for the “Strategic Review for
the year 2000”, preparatory phase for possible new themes, cooperation with UNCSD:
-

The Strategic Review; the Secretariat prepared a set of working documents for the
preparation of the Strategic Review; these are: framework paper, methodological
approach, draft table of contents of the report, questionnaire on environmental
performance and terms of reference for the various components of the study. This
set of documents was submitted first to the members of the Strategic Review Comité
de Pilotage before forwarding it to the members of the MCSD Steering Committee.
Reviewed documents were finally sent to all concerned national and regional experts
requesting them to prepare their respective reports for end of April 2000; most of the
national and other MCSD members focal points responded positively by nominating a
specific expert or team of experts to undertake related tasks. To ease and speed up
the communication, the Secretariat has made extensive use of the electronic mail.
The report prepared by the Secretariat and the report of the 3rd MCSD Steering
Committee are available under reference UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.166/2 and
UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.166/3 respectively.
In order to avoid misunderstandings and ensure better coordination of the various
studies, the regional experts were invited to a two to three days (according to their
availability) working session at the Coordinating Unit premises. Under the overall
coordination of the Secretariat, a first draft report of the Strategic Review is expected
for early July 2000, to be prepared with the assistance of two experts who are
expected, in addition to some specific tasks, to synthesize the national reports and
the three regional ones (‘regional cooperation”, “civil society” and “MAP system”, all
three from the view point to their participation and contribution to sustainable
development in the Mediterranean region).

-

New themes; as the selection of new themes should be the result of a gradual
maturing process, pre – feasibility studies will be prepared for first review and
prioritisation by the 6th MCSD meeting, before final selection at the 7th Meeting in
2001. To that end, the Secretariat, with the assistance of concerned RAC’s and the
cooperation of interested MCSD members and concerned partners, will prepare the
pre – feasibility studies using the criteria proposed by the Secretariat to the fifth
MCSD meeting: importance, assessment, feasibility and methodology. First and
foremost, these studies should demonstrate the expected MCSD’s value added of
integrating a new theme in its work programme.
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-

The cooperation with UNCSD; in conformity with MCSD and Contracting Parties
recommendations to maintain and strengthen cooperation with UNCSD, the
Secretariat has consulted with UNCSD concerned persons and both agreed that for
reasons of synergy, efficiency and visibility, it would be preferable to have the 6th
meeting of the MCSD jointly organized with UNCSD. Unfortunately, in spite of the
very advanced negotiations and the assurances by the Division for Sustainable
Development of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), the
Secretariat was recently informed that UNDESA/DSD was no longer in position to
ensure funds and therefore to jointly convene the Meeting. The President of MCSD
was promptly informed of the fact.

33.
At the occasion of the Steering Committee meeting, Turkey reiterated its proposal to
host the 7th MCSD Meeting in 2001.
34.
At the initiative of UNEP, a side event to the CSD-8 is scheduled for 27 April 2000 in
New York. The event will consist in a high-level panel, composed of two Ministers,
representatives of the Montreal, Basel and Barcelona Conventions, UNEP, UNCSD and
WTO, which will present and discuss the elements which could in perspective ensure
coherence between the environmental legal regimes of the Conventions and WTO. MAP
was suggested to take part of the event in view of the Innovative work being carried out in
the framework of the Thematic Group “Free trade and Environment” of the MCSD.
(f)

MAP collaboration with NGO

35.
During their Eleventh Ordinary Meeting the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona
Convention considered and accepted the following applicant NGOs as MAP Partners :
-

Academia Mediterranea Halicarnassensis – Turkey
AMWAJ of the environment – Lebanon
Arab NGO Network for Environment and Development (RAED) – Egypt
Centre Méditerranéen de l’environnement (CME) – France
Clean-up Greece/Ellada Kathari – Greece
Cyprus Conservation Foundation – Cyprus
European Environmental Policy and Law Institute (EEPALI) – Greece
Environnement et développement au Maghreb (ENDA) – Morocco
Lebanese Environment Forum (LEF) – Lebanon
Legambiente – Italy
Sea Turtle Protection Society of Greece (STPS) – Greece
Underwater Research Society/Mediterranean Seal Research Group (SAD/AFAG) –
Turkey

36.
Moreover, the Meeting considered and adopted a new set of recommendations on
MAP/NGO cooperation. The MAP-NGO Partner database continued to be updated and the
Athens, 2000 edition of the Directory of Non-Governmental Organizations – MAP Partners
has been published (UNEP/BUR/55/Inf.3).
37.
As a follow up to the recommendations of the last Meeting of the Contracting Parties
concerning the revision of the NGO partners’ list, the Secretariat will prepare to the next
Meeting of the Bureau a method of work aiming at formulating specific recommendations for
the XII Meeting of the Contracting Parties.
(g)

Cooperation

38.
As a follow up to the decision by the Contracting Parties at their Meeting in Malta to
support the request of the Palestinian Authority to participate in the MAP activities, the
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Coordinator paid a visit to the Minister of Environmental Affairs in the Palestinian Territories
in April 2000 and will report to the Bureau on the outcome of the visit.
39.
Close contacts and exchanges of information were made with the UNEP/GPA
Secretariat in The Hague. In view of the advanced steps made by MAP in the
implementation of the principles and recommendations of the GPA (implementation of LBS
and SAP), UNEP in fact considers MAP experience a very valuable model for other regional
seas programmes.
40.
The GEF Project has been formally approved by the GEF Council on 12 April 2000
and is now expected to fully operational starting from July 2000. For details see section B.
a), paragraphs 63-64.
41.
At the invitation of UNEP, the Secretariat was invited to participate at the activities
related to the development of the programme of environmental international law (Montevideo
3), as a follow up to the decisions of the UNEP Governing Council.
42.
The Secretariat is planning to participate at the next Meeting of the Contracting
Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity to present the recently entered into force
Mediterranean Protocol on Specially Protected Areas and Biodiversirty.
43.
Considering the importance of desertification and soil erosion in the Mediterranean
region, MEDU will initiate contacts with the Secretariat of the Convention to Combat
Desertification (CCD) for further cooperation and to launch the preparation of a feasibility
study to possibly include this theme in the next work programme of the MCSD.
44.
The Blue Plan has been selected by the World Water Council for the preparation of
the Mediterranean Component of the World Water Vision. The report: “Mediterranean Vision
on Water, Population and the Environment for the 21st Century” was prepared and presented
at the Hague meeting (17-21 march 2000) together with a 4 page-note summarizing status,
stakes, trends and scenarios.
45.
Upon request from UNEP Headquarters and in the overall framework of exchange of
experience between regional seas, the Secretariat has participated to the fifth CP meeting of
the Abidjan Convention.
B.

Pollution Prevention and Control

(a)

Land-based pollution

Pollution assessment
46.
The process of preparing MED POL National Monitoring Programme continued in all
countries aiming at the formulation and implementation of new national programmes
covering trend monitoring, biological effects monitoring and compliance monitoring.
47.
Four countries signed monitoring agreements (Albania, Croatia, Cyprus and Slovenia)
and draft programmes were prepared for Algeria, Greece, Tunisia, Syria and Turkey.
Negotiations have started with Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Libya, Malta and Morocco and
programmes are expected to be soon finalised.
48.
During the 1999 financial assistance was provided to Albania, Algeria, Croatia,
Cyprus, Egypt, Greece (for biomonitoring), Israel (for biomonitoring), Lebanon, Libya,
Slovenia, Syria and Turkey for a total of US $ 550,000 (already spent or allocated) including
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purchase of equipment by IAEA, expert assistance to formulate the programme and cash for
the local purchase of equipment and material.
49.
An important agreement was signed in December 1999 with the Centro
Interuniversitario per la chimica e la biologia dei metalli in traccia of the University of Genoa
in the field of training and intercalibration for biological effects monitoring. The agreement
covers the 2000-2001 biennium and is expected to provide, in cooperation with RAMOGE,
an important contribution to the development of the biomonitoring techniques and to the
enlarging the participation of Mediterranean laboratories in the MED POL biomonitoring
programme.
50.
A consultative experts meeting was held in Athens in view to discuss the outline of a
programme on marine and coastal litter to be implemented as part of MED POL. A draft
questionnaire was prepared and, once finalized with the assistance of experts, will be sent
to National Coordinators in order to assess the gaps and problems. The long-term aim of the
programme, which is part of the implementation of the Strategic Action Plan (SAP), is to
prepare a regional strategy for solid waste management and help the countries in the
elaboration and formulation of National Action Plans.
51.
Negotiations initiated for the launching of a Pollutants Releases and Transport
Registers (PRTR) Mediterranean programme. In view of the possible difficulties arising from
the launching of such a programme at the regional scale, it was felt necessary to set up and
implement, as a model, a pilot project in a Mediterranean country where steps had already
been made to implement in the past PRTR. The pilot project, which will be carried out in
Egypt, would therefore consist of setting up the institutional and technical arrangement that
would permit the implementation of the PRTR concept for a defined numbers of industrial
activities and chemicals.
52.
UNIDO-ICS agreed to cooperate with MEDPOL in the implementation process. A
meeting is being planned with the Egyptian authorities to finalize the details of the project,
which is expected to start during the second half of the year 2000.
53.
In the MED POL biennium 2000-2001 and under the research component, it was
planned to convene a small scientific meeting with Mediterranean experts and the competent
UN cooperating agency to identify emerging pollution issues which may deserve more in
depth assessment and possibly suggestions for action to the countries. This procedure would
help the MED POL Programme identify, in cooperation with MED POL National Coordinators,
issues which could be tackled through assessment documents or research projects during
the 2000-2001 biennium.
54.
As a result, a two-day brain storming experts meeting is going to be held in Rome on
31 May – 1 June 2000 in Rome, co-osponsored by the Italian scientific Agency ENEA.
Twelve well known Mediterranean experts have been invited, together with the competent
UN Agencies, to prepare short papers about pollution and marine environment emerging
issues, which will be discussed during the Meeting. A resume of the discussions and
conclusions will be prepared by the Secretariat and presented for further action to the MED
POL National Coordinators after the meeting.
Pollution control
55.
As a follow up to recommendations of the Workshop of Experts on Compliance and
Enforcement of legislation, and following a request from the Ministry of Environment of Israel,
a national Training Course on Wastewater Treatment Plant Compliance Inspection, was held
in Haifa from 28 November - 2 December 1999. The Course was organized in collaboration
with the Ministry of Environment which covered all the costs of the participants, while the
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lecturers were covered by the MED POL Programme. It was attended by 20 Israeli
environment experts and inspectors and 3 Palestinian experts. The participants were trained
in wastewater treatment plant inspection and the training course included lectures, video
presentations, discussions and inspection of a sewage treatment plant.
56.
A meeting of experts was organized by WHO/MAP in the context of the MED POL
Programme in Athens from 21-22 March to initiate the process of upgrading the list of
pollution hot spots and to facilitate the preparation of a priority list by using common criteria
and standards for the classification of the hot spots. The Meeting was held as part of the
process which will be implemented through the GEF Project on the implementation of the
SAP expected to formally start in July 2000. Twelve experts from Mediterranean countries
participated together with METAP representative.
57.
At the Workshop of Experts on Compliance and Enforcement of Legislation in the
Mediterranean for Control of Pollution resulting from Land-based Sources and Activities
(Athens, 16 to 18 March 1999), it was recommended to the Secretariat to establish an
informal regional network aiming, among other, at: (i) facilitating and creating contacts with
other environmental protection professionals in the region, (ii) establishing contacts with
other regional networks and relevant international frameworks that have similar exchange
programmes in other regions.
58.
The Secretariat started contacting other similar networks and in particular the
International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement (INECE), that covers
the subject all over the world. The Secretariat felt that collaboration with such a network
would represent an added value to the work towards compliance with, and enforcement of,
environmental laws in the region. The Secretariat asked for further information concerning
application for membership to the INECE and a draft Statement of Intent to be signed by both
parties was prepared.
59.
Being an associate of INECE affords a very good opportunity to participate in
activities they implement relating to the sectors of: (i) networking; (ii) capacity building; and
(iii) cooperation. Therefore, collaboration with INECE could be of benefit to MAP and
particularly to MED POL for networking purposes, which include, inter alia:

60.

(a)

Creation and advance of definitions, principles and frameworks for exchange of
experience and expertise;

(b)

development and maintenance of network databank(s) of participating
governmental and non-governmental officials;

(c)

provision of access to the network, serving as a referral system for professional
exchange; making enquiries, seeking assistance and/or facilitating cooperation
in activities related to environmental compliance and enforcement.

In addition, the advantages for capacity building could, among others, include:
(a)

Development of tools to define and articulate capacity building needs and
priorities on national, local and international bases;

(b)

creation of literature on practical experience with what works and does not work
well in a variety of settings, special topics and areas of common practice.

61.
Finally, cooperation would both address and facilitate implementation of issues
related to:
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(a)

Fostering of global and regional networks to address common compliance
problems and capacity building needs;

(b)

identification and communication potential and existing cooperative projects for
consideration by networks;
assessing factors contributing to success and weaknesses of compliance and
enforcement cooperation.

(c)

62.
More detailed information and the Statement of Intent are attached as Annex VI, so
as to facilitate the members of the Bureau to decide whether MAP should send its application
for membership to INECE.
Recommendation:
The Bureau is expected to analyse the opportunity for MAP to be associated to INECE
and advise the Secretariat accordingly.
Implementation of SAP/LBS and GEF Project
63.
As part of the implementation of the Strategic Action Programme to Address Pollution
from Land-based Activities (SAP), work was initiated by the Secretariat concerning the
revision of the text of the SAP which was adopted by the Contracting Parties in Tunis in 1997
and which will be become binding with the entering into force of the revised LBS Protocol.
The Secretariat, in consultation with the Contracting Parties, is working to identify the
activities and issues which may require changes and proceed with formulating and proposing
specific draft amendments to the Contracting Parties.
64.
Concerning the implementation of other activities of the SAP, they are part of those
included in the work plan of the GEF Project and thus they are financially secured. The final
draft of the GEF Project Document has been formally approved by the GEF Council on 12
April 2000. As a follow up to the adoption, the Secretariat will immediately implement the
following action:
a)

Recruitment of the Project Manager and supporting staff for the coordination
of the activities;

b)

Preparation of Memorandum of Understanding
with FFEM
for the
identification of the specific activities covering their financial participation in the
Project activities;

c)

Preparation of a Memorandum of Understanding with METAP to specify the
procedures for the implementation of the activities expected to be coordinated
by the Organization.

65.
The actual starting of the implementation of the Project activities is expected by July
2000. The first activities which will be implemented as part of the implementation of the
Project will cover the identification of criteria for the selection of Hot Spots for carrying out
pre-investment studies. In addition, the first activities related to capacity building will be
organised and, in particular, the regional workshops on environment impact assessment and
wastewater treatment plants operation and management. Countries will also be asked to
establish inter-ministerial national committees for the coordination of the activities.
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Other activities
66.
Under the provisions on the Dumping Protocol (Art. 4 and 6), after the adoption by the
Contracting Parties of Guidelines for the management of dredged material, which are being
printed in four languages as a special volume, the Secretariat is working on the preparation
of the first draft of the additional guidelines needed and, in particular, the guidelines for the
dumping of fish waste or organic materials, for which a first draft was prepared by the
Secretariat and will be sent to few experts for comments, and the guidelines for the dumping
of platforms and other man-made structures at sea.
67.
As a follow up to an informal request made to the Secretariat by a number of
countries concerning problems and possible options related to the management and disposal
of brine wastes (mostly produced by sea water and brackish water desalination activities), for
which the common practice consists at present of discharging or dumping the brine in the
sea, the Secretariat is preparing a technical and legal review of the issue. The Secretariat will
prepare a draft position paper including proposed recommendations which will be sent to
Contracting Parties for comments and review, aiming at finding an agreement on the
appropriate management procedures.
(b)

Prevention of the pollution of the marine environment by ships

68.
In conformity with the objectives of REMPEC (to strengthen the capacities of the
Mediterranean States and to assist them in building up their capacities in the fields of both
prevention of pollution from ships and preparedness for and response to marine pollution; to
facilitate co-operation among the Mediterranean States to respond to accidental marine
pollution; to provide a framework for the exchange of information on operational, scientific,
legal and financial matters) and with the decision of the Contracting Party to the Barcelona
Convention, within the period under consideration, the Centre has carried out its activities in
the following fields:
i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)
69.

training;
assisting Countries to develop and implement their national systems to
promptly respond to accidental pollution;
dissemination of information, mainly through R.I.S.;
prevention of pollution from ships;
assistance to countries in case of accidental pollution.

Particular attention was given to:
i)

a stronger support to some countries of the region (Cyprus, Egypt, Israel,
Lebanon, Morocco, Syria, Turkey) in order to assist them in developing their
national systems to promptly and correctly respond to accidental pollution
(Capacity Building);

ii)

the further development of TROCS, to be considered and utilized as a
databank and, at the same time, as a diagnostic tool to support decision
making;

iii)

co-operation and assistance in case of an emergency;

iv)

the revision process of the Emergency Protocol as a starting point for the
development of new projects and initiatives especially in the field of prevention
(port state control, VTS, reception facilities for ship generated wastes, ships
routing).
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Activities carried out
70.

Capacity Building
Training:
i)

one national on “preparedness for and response to accidental marine pollution
for supervisors and on-scene commanders”, held in Latakia, Syria, 13-16
December 1999, co-financed by IMO/Technical Co-operation Division and
REMPEC/MTF.

ii)

one regional on “the new techniques for shoreline pollution (chemical/oil)
clean-up” (MEDEXPOL 99/2), held in Brest, 21-25 March 2000.

iii)

one national on accidental pollution at sea for senior managers and
governmental administrators, held in Rabat, Morocco, 24-28 April 2000, cofinanced by IMO/TCD and REMPEC/MTF.

iv)

a subregional (Cyprus, Egypt and Israel) training course on emergency
management, scheduled to be held in Cairo, Egypt, from 29 March to 2 April
2000, was cancelled and postponed for security reasons at the request of the
Egyptian Authorities.

Exercises:
i)

a joint subregional (Cyprus, Egypt, Israel) real exercise, to respond to
accidental oil pollution at sea and on shore, was held in Haifa, 9-11 November
1999, within the framework of the project LIFE TCY 96/INT/08.

ii)

an alert and communication exercise, MEDIPOLEX 99, involving national
contact points responsible for receiving reports on marine pollution accidents,
as well as meteorological centres included in the Marine Pollution Emergency
Response Support System (MPRESS) network of the WMO was carried out
by REMPEC on 7 December 1999.

Consultants required:
i)

a contract with CEDRE for the organization of the regional training course
MEDEXPOL 99/2, was prepared and signed in December 1999.

ii)

as starting activity of the LIFE project for Syria, a contract with Peter Hayward
Associates – London was signed in March 2000. It is aimed at carrying out the
activities related to: drafting the national legal act, revising the national
contingency plan and preparing local contingency plans, risk analysis for main
Syrian oil terminals and the procurement of response equipment. A factfinding mission of the consultant to Syria took place from 19 to 30 March
2000.

Other activities:
i)

first meeting in Damascus, 3-5 March 2000, of the Steering Committee of the
three years project LIFE TCY 99/INT/017/SYR “development of the national
system for preparedness and response to accidental marine pollution in
Syrian Arab Republic”.
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71.

ii)

one workshop in Beirut, Lebanon, 9-13 April 2000, on the development of the
National Contingency Plan (oil pollution preparedness and response) for the
country.

iii)

experts meeting for the selection of the tender related to the assignment of the
contract to carry out the study “risk assessment of the ports of Mersin and
Iskenderun” (as 1st phase of the project LIFE Y98/TR/001), held in Malta, 1718 April 2000.

Dissemination of Information
Regional Information System (R.I.S.)
i)

a Memorandum of Understanding and a sub-contract with the Malta University
Services was agreed and signed in December 1999 for further development of
the TROCS (Transport of chemical substances) database.
The MOU outlines the general line of work that needs to be carried out
through a series of sub-contracts, the associated cost and the administrative
method to complete all the work.

ii)

a contract with the Department of the Computer Information System of the
University of Malta aimed at checking if the RIS database is bug-free and at
further developing it, was prepared and signed in December 1999.

iii)

the following documents, forming part of the R.I.S., were updated:
• Practical guide for marine chemical spills RIS/D/12. It was translated into
French and distributed in January 2000.
• Directory of competent national authorities RIS/B/1. It is to be distributed
soon.

Other documents
Apart from R.I.S., REMPEC has produced the following documents:
i)

a complete set of revised Annexes to the Subregional Contingency Plan
(Cyprus, Egypt, Israel) was completed and distributed to the competent
national authorities of the three countries concerned in November 1999.

ii)

an “Exercise Handbook” was prepared and distributed to the participants in
the “Joint Subregional Oil Spill Exercise” prior to the exercise in November
1999.

iii)

a collection on papers and notes were put together and distributed to students
as background information to a lecture given as part of the curriculum of the
Masters postgraduate course in international maritime law at the IMO
International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI), Malta, 10 December 1999.

iv)

“Report on regional alert exercise MEDIPOLEX 99”, held on 7 December 1999
was finalized in December 1999.

v)

a document entitled “Preparedness for and Response to Accidental Marine
Pollution in the Mediterranean Region” following an invitation for the chemical
expert to contribute to the Handbook of Hazardous Materials Spills
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Technology (McGraw-Hill), M.F. Fingas, editor, was finalized in January 2000.
It is going to be distributed soon.
vi)
72.

the new brochure of REMPEC was issued in March 2000.

Cooperation and assistance

(c)

i)

in order to better respond to the needs and requests of the coastal states in
case of an emergency, the Mediterranean Assistance Unit (MAU) is being
reorganized.
A Memorandum of Understanding was agreed with American Express Travel
Agency in order to have prepaid tickets and other travel arrangements issued
on call at any time.
An insurance policy has been taken out in order to cover all the potential risks
related to the activation/mobilization of the Mediterranean Assistance Unit.
A Memorandum of Understanding to be proposed to European Centres of
expertise (oil and chemical), suitable to be utilized as components of MAU, is
currently under preparation.

ii)

an agreement was reached with the Italian competent authorities to organize
in Italy, in November 2000, the regional training course MEDEXPOL 2000.

Cleaner production activities

73.
The activities launched in this period by RAC/CP attempted to the main objectives of
promoting CP in the Mediterranean Region by co-ordinating the network of NFP, promoting
the exchange of experts, spreading experiences carried out in this field and assessing both
NFP and other institutions on pollution prevention.
74.
During this period, the network of RAC/CP NFPs was improved and its functioning is
now becoming more operative. Nevertheless, some countries have still not designated their
NFP or their experts to attend the expert meetings:

★

★

★

★

★

Turkey

★

Tunisia

★

Syria

Spain

★

★

Slovenia

★

★

Morocco

★

★

Monaco

★

Malta

★

Libya

★

★

Lebanon

★

★

Israel

★

★

Italy

★

Greece

★

France

★

★

EC

★

Egypt

★

Cyprus

★

Croatia

★

Bosnia

1

Experts

Algeria

Albania

NFP

★

★

★

★

Meetings
Experts meeting on the Surface Treatment Industry.
75.
The Meeting was held in Barcelona from 19-20 October 1999. 14 representatives
from the Contracting Parties attended the meeting, and during the same, experts and
industrialists made presentations of pollution prevention techniques and overview statements
on CP in MAP countries, case studies and experiences in this sector. The following
recommendations were adopted:
1

Experts that have participated on the experts meeting during this period
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To invite RAC/CP to:
-

develop a database to facilitate data collection regarding cleaner production
(CP) alternatives in surface treatment facilities in MAP countries.

-

elaborate and publish guidelines specially addressed to SME to facilitate the
CP feasible techniques adoption.

-

continue publishing CP case studies, since those are practical examples that
enhance Mediterranean enterprises to adopt CP.

-

inform the Contracting Parties through the Coordinating Unit about the
importance given by the attendants to the industries relocation plans and the
agreed need of periodical information about achievements in the Region.

-

assess MAP countries about monitoring techniques to follow up and evaluate
the adoption of CP.

-

coordinate the establishment of CP joint programmes and strategies among
the MAP countries in order to gain access to funds.

-

organise and coordinate a workshop regarding CP techniques to prevent and
manage salinity.

-

include in its Web specific information related to the sector as: products being
substituted; phased out; proved and feasible technologies; or expert cleaner
production professionals and/or agencies.

-

study the possibilities of receiving some professionals from the Region to
receive a practical expertise in CP.

Experts meeting on Tanning Industry.
76.
The Meeting was held in Barcelona from 21-22 October 1999. 14 representatives
from the Contracting Parties attended the meeting. During the meeting additionally
participants visited three tanning facilities where CP techniques where shown. The following
recommendations were adopted:
To invite the RAC/CP to:
-

publish guidelines to facilitate the adoption of CP feasible techniques in the
leather tanneries.

-

inform the Contracting Parties through the Coordinating Unit about the
importance given by the attendants to the tanneries relocation plans and the
agreed need of periodical information about the achievements in the Region.

-

study the possibilities of receiving professionals from the Region to receive
practical expertise in CP techniques.

-

produce a tool specially addressed to the decision makers showing (in
technical, economical and practical approach), the real benefits arising from
CP implementation.
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-

produce a brief document giving priority to CP actions and alternatives on an
economic and cost-benefit basis.

-

transmit to MAP Coordinating Unit the convenience of having a system to
identify existing and available financing models for CP projects.

-

include in its Web information related to the leather tannery sector as:
products being substituted; phased out or banned in the developed countries;
proved and feasible techniques; CP experts; co-lateral effects of products.

77.
All these recommendations will be presented to the Contracting Parties as well as to
the Spanish Government for their approval.
Studies
78.
Study on pollution prevention opportunities in the surface treatment industry (under
revision. Finished by 30 March 2000).
The study considers the heterogeneous situation of surface treatment processes and
companies within the Mediterranean region, and according to this, develops the following
points: introduction and background, description of the surface treatment processes, pollution
prevention alternatives, treatment alternatives, other matters and proposals and conclusions
79.
Study on pollution prevention opportunities in the tanning industry (under revision.
Finished by 15 April 2000).
The study develops the following points: general overview of the tanning sector in
MAP countries, description of the main processes, description of the main environmental
impacts, pollution prevention options, final conclusions and recommendations
80.
Study on pollution prevention opportunities in the olive oil industry (under revision.
Finished by 30 April 2000).
The study develops the following points: basic description of the olive oil sector;
industrial processes to elaborate olive oil and main wastes generated; problems caused by
olive oil wastes; technologies for treatment and valuation; evaluation of the available systems
and conclusions and recommendations
81.
Study on the State of Cleaner Production in MAP countries (under revision. Finished
by 30 April 2000).
The study develops the following points: List of agents and institutions working on CP,
legal framework of CP tools and methodologies of CP, conclusions and recommendations.
82.
Handbook on the methodology for the carrying out of the Minimisation-Opportunities
Environmental Diagnosis (MOED) (under revision. Finished by 30 April 2000).
The objective is to show which is the methodology to follow in order to make a MOED.
This manual includes introduction; MOED definition, characteristics and advantages;
MOED’s carrying out; document’s structure; monitoring, relation to other environmental
management tools.
83.
Handbook about implementation of a Good Housekeeping Programme for
Mediterranean industries (under revision. Finished by 30 March 2000).
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The objective is to show which are the steps to follow in order to implement a good
housekeeping programme. This manual includes introduction; pre-test; programme
preparation; post-test; monitoring of effectiveness and conclusions.
Dissemination of Information
Video on pollution prevention opportunities in the Surface Treatment industry
(prepared by 30 March 2000).
Video on pollution prevention opportunities in the olive oil industry (prepared by 30
March 2000).
CPNews newsletter: N. 5 has been published during this period.
MedClean CP examples: Issues numbers 9 to 16 have been published during this
period.
Number Country
9
Morocco
10
Tunisia

Sector
Agro-industry
Textile

11
12
13
14
15
16

Electroplating
Chemical
Textile
Tanning
Aviation
Surface treatment

Turkey
Croatia
Turkey
Lebanon
Israel
Spain

Company
Sucrerie Nationale de Betterave
Société
Industrielle
de Textile
(SITEX)
Eczacibasi Yapi Gereçleri A.S.
Herbos d.d.
First Textile
Unit of Planning and Programming
Israel Aviation Industry
Zincats Industrials Canovelles

RAC/CP brochure is available in English, French and Spanish (finished by 30 March
2000).
RAC/CP web page is available in English, French and Spanish at http://www.cipn.es
C.

Conservation of Biological Diversity

a)

Assistance to countries in the setting up and enforcement of their national legislation
in the field of sites and species conservation

84.
Pursuant to a recommendation from the Eleventh Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting
Parties, SPA/RAC is elaborating guidelines for dealing with the introduction and
reintroduction of marine species in the Mediterranean. The guidelines are aimed at providing
(i) information on the issues of introduction and reintroduction of species and (ii) practical
recommendations for the prevention, introduction and mitigation of impacts of alien species.
85.
SPA/RAC is working on the elaboration of guidelines to design legislation and
regulations relative to the conservation and management of marine turtle populations and
their habitats. A first draft of the guidelines is expected to be received from the consultant in
charge with their elaboration by April 2000, to be subsequently circulated to experts of the
region for comments. On the basis of the comments received, a revised version of the
guidelines is expected to be prepared by the end of June 2000.
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b)

Implementation of the action plans for the conservation of mediterranean marine
turtles, cetaceans and monk seal

86.
SPA/RAC is assisting Slovenia to carry out an awareness activity on the conservation
of cetaceans targeting children and the sea users.
87.
Following a recommendation from the Eleventh Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting
Parties to the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, RAC/SPA organised a coordination/training workshop on the monitoring of cetacean strandings in the Mediterranean.
It took place in Montpellier (France) from 26 to 29 February 2000 and was attended by
specialists from 18 Mediterranean countries. The workshop was a joint initiative of RAC/SPA,
the Marine Mammal Working Group of CIESM and the Interim Secretariat of the ACCOBAMS
Agreement. For the organisation of the workshop, RAC/SPA received significant support
from “La Maison de l’Environnement de Montpellier“. The works of the workshop included
training sessions, exchange of information on the monitoring of cetacean standings in the
Mediterranean countries, discussion about monitoring methodologies and the establishment
of a Mediterranean database to collect and compile data on cetacean strandings.
88.
Within the framework of its activities of assistance for the implementation of the
Action Plan for the management of the Mediterranean monk seal, SPA/RAC is assisting
Tunisia in the formulation and implementation of a project aiming at (i) assessing the
presence and possibly the number of monk seals along the northern coast of Tunisia, notably
in La Galite archipelago, (ii) surveying existing suitable caves for monk seal along the coast
of la Galite archipelago, and (iii) informing and sensitising fishermen and other sea users on
the problem of the conservation of the monk seal. To this purpose, an agreement was signed
between SPA/RAC and the Tunisian Agence Nationale de la Protection de l’Environnement
(A.N.P.E.). The project provides in particular for an inquiry among fishermen, the production
of information/awareness material and a survey of the coasts of La Galite archipelago. The
project is carried out with the collaboration of Italian Istituto Centrale per la Ricerca Applicata
al Mare (ICRAM), which is offering its technical expertise and contribute to the funding.
89.
Within the assistance to countries to elaborate inventories of spieces and sites, a
convention was establish between RAC/SPA and the Tunisian authorities to conduct a study
composed of field prospections and mapping activities of meadows of the island of
Kerkenna.
90.
SPA/RAC is working on the elaboration of a training/awareness module aiming to
educate fishermen to release incidentally caught turtles and to handle them in such a way to
minimise the damages/problems related to their capture. The module is expected to include
(i) a guide/manual for the trainers, (ii) a booklet addressed to fishermen, and (iii) a video
showing in practice the techniques to be applied. The module is expected to be finalised by
June 2000.
91.
Within the framework of the preparation of the first Mediterranean Symposium on
marine vegetation which will be organised in accordance with the Action Plan for the
conservation of marine vegetation in the Mediterranean Sea, RAC/SPA convened a meeting
of an adhoc group of experts (Montpellier, France 01 March 2000). The meeting elaborated
the programme of the Symposium (Venue, Themes of the sessions, keynote speeches and
speakers, etc.). In order to avoid duplication, it was decided to organise the Symposium in
conjunction with the International workshop on seagrass (Phanerogams) which will take
place in Corsica next September.
92.
Elaboration of an inventory of nesting areas, of those known for mating feeding and
wintering, and of migration routes all around the Mediterranean : after fixing the objectives of
this action, the RAC/SPA is elaborating the terms of reference of this inventory.
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93.
Within the preparatory activities for the organisation of the first Mediterranean
conference on marine turtles, a draft program was elaborated in order to be diffused on
Medturtle to gather the comments and the suggestions of the actif groups in this field.
94.
Elaboration of a directory of sea turtles specialist working the Mediterranean : this
document is aimed at facilitating the communication between specialists working in this field
in the Mediterranean Sea.
c)

Assistance to countries for the establishment and management of spas.

95.
SPA/RAC, in close consultation with UNEP/MEDU, prepared a project for the
“Development of marine and coastal Protected areas in the Mediterranean region” to be
proposed for funding by the SMAP programme of the European Community. The project is
aimed at assisting Mediterranean countries (i)to improve the management of existing
protected areas, (ii) to elaborate national plans for the establishment of new protected areas
in their Mediterranean coastal zone and (iii) to strengthen their national capabilities in the
field of protected area management. It is expected to be implemented in the Mediterranean
countries that are eligible to receive funding from the MEDA programme. The requested
contribution from SMAP is 625,000 EURO while the total estimated cost of the project is
710,000 EURO. The balance would be covered through the Mediterranean Trust Fund.
96.
RAC/SPA is providing its assistance to Egypt to elaborate a programme for the
development of protected areas and the conservation of habitats in the Mediterranean
coastal zone of Egypt. To this end a field mission will be organised from 28 April to 3 May
2000. RAC/SPA is receiving inputs from four national consultants, identified jointly with the
Egyptian NFP for SPA to compile data on the natural sites of interest, habitats and species.
97.
SPA/RAC is organising, in agreement with the Turkish Ministry of Environment and in
collaboration with the Turkish Society for the Protection of Nature (DHKD), a national training
course on the design and implementation of monitoring programmes in marine and coastal
protected areas. To this purpose, a MoU was established between SPA/RAC and DHKD.
The course is scheduled to be held in Dalaman, Turkey, from 3 to 6 April 2000. The course is
conceived for an attendance of 15-20 participants. The target audience of the course will be
constituted by (i) managers of marine and coastal protected areas, (ii) officers in the
administrations in charge with the management and monitoring of protected areas, and (iii)
researchers having, or who might have an activity in relation to the scientific monitoring of
protected areas.
98.
Following the entry into force of the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas
and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean in December 1999, SPA/RAC started a
reflection on the definition of procedures and tools for the implementation of certain
provisions of the Protocol. In particular, terms of reference are being defined by SPA/RAC
concerning the elaboration of a standard format and of guidelines for the presentation of
proposals for the inclusion of sites in the SPAMI List, as well as of guidelines for the
evaluation of the proposals. Contacts are underway with French authorities for the funding of
a meeting of experts or a workshop devoted to elaborating a draft of the above -mentioned
format and guidelines, to be subsequently submitted to the meeting of National Focal Points
for SPA for finalisation. The proposal for the convening of this meeting, whose costs would
be covered through funding external to MTF, is submitted to the present meeting of the
Bureau for approval.
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Recommendation:
The Bureau is asked to approve the convening of a meeting of experts to elaborate a
standard format of guidelines related to the SPAMI list.
d)

Assistance for the implementations of CAMPs

99.
Within the framework of the CAMP Malta project, SPA/RAC is the MAP component
responsible for an activity on Marine Conservation Areas. Following the signature of the
Agreement in November 1999, SPA/RAC established a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Environment Protection Department, Pollution Control Co-ordinating Unit of Malta
concerning the implementation of the activity (December 1999). Detailed technical
specifications for the activity were prepared and agreed with the EPD/PCCU. SPA/RAC
participated to the CAMP inception workshop held in Sliema, Malta, 3-4 February 2000, and
provided input to the inception report.
e)

Collection of data and assistance to countries for the preparation of inventories of
species and sites

100. AC/SPA is providing its assistance to Slovenia to carry out a study on the marine and
coastal endangered species with special focus on the species listed in the annexes to the
new SPA Protocol. The output of this study will be a report describing the marine habitats
and the status of marine and coastal species in Slovenia.
101. RAC/SPA is providing its assistance to Libya and Egypt in the development of GIS
databases on protected areas and biodiversity. In Libya, the database is conducted by two
staff members of the Technical Centre for Environment Protection. RAC/SPA provided the
Libyan Team with (i) appropriate software, computer and printer as well as (ii) files containing
the database structure and basic maps. For Egypt, RAC/SPA is assisting the National
Biological Unit (NBU) to convert its relevant databases from the alphanumeric format to GIS,
to this end appropriate software were provided. The Libyan and the Egyptian teams involved
in the development of the databases attended a training workshop on GIS held in the
premises of RAC/SPA (8 –13 February 2000).
102. SPA/RAC is assisting Libya in carrying out a study on the seagrass meadows in the
area of Farwà. The study is aimed at (i) assessing the conservation status of seagrass
meadow, (ii) compiling the available information using, where appropriate, the technical tools
for inventories developed by SPA/RAC, (iii) identifying the main human activities related to
the sea and their impact on the meadows, (iv) carrying out as a pilot initiative a cartography
of a selected zone within the study area, and (v) evaluate the feasibility of establishing a
monitoring network. The study provides for a field mission on the site of about 10 days,
expected to be undertaken in May 2000 by a team of national and international experts.
103. Pursuant to a recommendation of the 11th Meeting of the Contracting Parties,
SPA/RAC organized, with the technical and financial assistance of the Italian Istituto Centrale
per la Ricerca scientifica e tecnologica Applicata al Mare (ICRAM), a meeting of Government
designated experts for the finalisation of the Standard Data-Entry Form (SDF) for national
inventories of natural sites of conservation interest. To this purpose, a Memorandum of
Understanding was signed between SPA/RAC and ICRAM. The meeting was held in Rome
on 23 and 24 March 2000. SPA/RAC acted as Secretarial of the meeting. The draft SDF as
finalised by the meeting is submitted to the present meeting of the bureau for adoption
(UNEP/BUR/55/3).
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Recommendation:
The Bureau is expected to adopt Standard Data-Entry (SDF) for national inventories of
natural sites of conservation interest as approved by the Experts’ Meeting held in
Rome on 23-24 March 2000.
f)

Production of specific material for public awareness and information (movable
exposition) on the value and conservation of biological diversity

104. SPA/RAC is elaborating a movable exposition on the role and value of protected
areas. It will include about twenty square meters of pictures and awareness messages in
different languages. RAC/SPA purchased easy-to-install backing equipment with appropriate
bags which will be used to safe transport and rapid installation of the exposition through the
Mediterranean countries.
105. Within the framework of the preparation of the project on the Strategic Action Plan on
Biodiversity to be funded by GEF and conducted by SPA/RAC, a Memorandum of
Understanding was concluded between SPA/RAC and the Fisheries department of the Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) concerning the role to be played by
FAO in the implementation of the project. Under the Memorandum of Understanding FAO will
prepare, in close co-operation with SPA/RAC technical documents and guidelines aimed at
facilitating the national processes for the elaboration of strategic action plans provided for by
the project to face the impact of fishing activities on biological diversity.
g)

Other activities

106. RAC/SPA provided scientific and financial support to the Maghreb Union, the
Tunisian Ministry of environment and Physical Planning and UNEP for the organisation of a
workshop on the Integrated Management of the Coastal Zone in the Maghreb countries
(Tunis 1-3 December 1999).
107. SPA/RAC took the opportunity provided by the participation of one of its staff
members to the Fifth meeting of the Subsidiary Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advisory Body (SBSTTA) of CBD meeting to pursue the consultation with the CBD
Secretariat concerning the establishment of Memorandum of Co-operation between the
Secretariats of Barcelona Convention and CBD. The Memorandum of co-operation
containing an operational annex is expected to be finalised at the occasion of the next COP
of the CBD (Nairobi, May 2000).
D.

Integrating Environment and Development

(a)

Sustainable management of coastal zones and natural resources

I.
The Blue Plan Regional Activity Centre (BP/RAC) has undertaken the following
activities:
Indicators of environmental performance
108
In the framework of the cooperation with METAP, some practical tests of the
indicators selected in 1998 (on water, air and wastes) were made in Turkey, Egypt and in the
Palestinian Territories.
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Indicators of sustainable development
109. A first draft and provisional report (English and French), covering 35 indicators and a
short explanatory note, was distributed at the Contracting Parties Meeting in Malta. A set of
additional indicators have been prepared since then and a complete report will be soon
transmitted to the Focal Points before the preparation of the final document scheduled for
July 2000. A Glossary of the 130 selected indicators is being prepared and will also be
transmitted to the countries to assist them in the implementation of the recommendations
adopted in Malta (to calculate the indicators according to a common definition).
National Observatories
110. The second regional Workshop of national observatories was held in Tunis from 18 to
20 November 1999 and it was attended by representatives of 14 countries and of several
international organizations. The Workshop allowed the participants to make progress on the
definition of the functions of observatories and of the expected developments.
Country profiles
111. The Country profile for Lebanon in English was published and distributed at the
Contracting Parties Meeting held in Malta. A larger distribution of the document will be
ensured once the French version is prepared.
Draft Mediterranean Report on Sustainable Development
112. The preparation of the future Mediterranean report to be made for the year 2002 is
been discussed. The description of the document and the requests for financing will be
made before the summer 2000. The year 2000 will be mainly devoted to the collection of the
basic information for the preparation of the report: the follow up to the work by the countries
on the indicators and the preparation of a demographic, economic and environmental
regional frame. The demographic frame (analysis of past trends as well as the trends for the
2025 in the countries and coastal regions) will be published before the summer.
MEDSTAT Project
113. The Project being implemented in the framework of EUROSTAT aims at the capacity
building of statistical Institutions of the 12 countries of the South and the East of the
Mediterranean (partners to EU) in the field of the environment. A number of missions were
made to the countries to assess the present situation and training courses were organized in
Sophia Antipolis.
Free-trade and the environment in the Euro-Mediterranean context
114. Most of the programme activities adopted by the MCSD have started with the
financial support of the European Commission and France, in spite of some difficulties due to
the departure of the BP consultant and the late start of some studies. The BP Economist,
recently recruited after selection made by a panel of experts, will substantially strengthen the
BP capacity to deal with the subject and other activities related to economics.
Thematic work
Tourism
115. The Blue Plan has contributed to the formulation and implementation of the “Tour
Operators Initiative” coordinated by UNEP-IE in Paris. BP has also published and widely
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distributed the recommendations of the MCSD and started formulating a project to be
submitted to the European Commission for financing.
Urbanization and cities
116. The draft report on Urbanization will be completed before the summer 2000. This
document will be completed through the analysis of land and environmental impacts of the
trends noted and foreseen. BP is also contributing to the work of the thematic group of the
MCSD on Cities. Cooperation also started with CEDARE in the field of municipal wastes.
Water, soil, forests and rural development
117. The draft of the “Vision mediterraneene sur l’eau, la population et l’environnement au
21eme siecle” was distributed at the Meeting of the Contracting Parties in Malta and at the
second Euro-Mediterranean Conference on water held in Turin. The final version of the
document, as well as an executive summary of four pages, were widely distributed at the
World Forum on Water held in the Hague on 17-21 March 2000, at which more than 4,000
people participated. On all the occasions mentioned above, BP succeeded in making well
known the results of the work of the CMSD on the management of water demand.
118. The Synthesis documents on forests continued and a first draft Fascicule will be
published in October 2000.
119. BP regularly attends Mediterranean meetings on rural development and soil, aiming
at preparing a first draft synthetic report on the subjects.
CAMPs
120. In the framework of CAMP Malta, BP has formulated and proposed the
implementation of an analysis of sustainability based on indicators. The proposal has been
discussed with the Maltese authorities and then accepted. A senior consultant was involved
to liaise the BP and the inter-Ministerial team for the implementation of the work.
121. BP has contributed to the formulation of the guidelines for the implementation of
CAMPs prepared by PAP/RAC.
122. A test is being carried out concerning the calculation of indicators of the
Mediterranean coastal zone of the European Union based on the data LACOAST.
II.
The Priority Action Programme/Regional Activity (PAP/RAC) has undertaken
the following activities:
General coordination
123. The MAP Co-ordinating Unit and PAP/RAC reviewed thirteen applications for the
announced vacant post of the Deputy Director of PAP/RAC. Four candidates have been
short-listed and the panel to select a candidate for the vacant post of the PAP/RAC Deputy
Director among the four applicants was held on 6 December 1999 in Split. It is expected that
the chosen candidate will resume his duties of Deputy Director in May 2000.
124. The PAP web site (http://www.pap.gradst.hr) was updated and major PAP documents
are downloadable from the site in a .pdf format.
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Sustainable management of coastal zones
125. The document entitled “Formulation and Implementation of CAMP Projects:
Operational Manual” was prepared by PAP/RAC for MAP, in co-operation with other RACs.
The objective of the Manual is to provide guidance to MAP staff, national and local authorities
and others involved in the process of formulation and implementation of CAMP projects as
well as in activities after the projects’ completion.
Integrated Coastal Area Management
126. The Meeting of the MED Unit and the RACs on the MAP Proposal for Coastal Area
Management Project within SMAP Programme (Athens, September 10, 1999) discussed
further development of the MAP proposal for SMAP programme within ICAM. PAP/RAC
Director met with the ERS/RAC to discuss their contribution to the Project (Rome, March 9,
2000).
127. An inception meeting was organised (Split, September 19-21, 1999) related to the
Application of the Planning Guidelines for Integrated Coastal Area and River Basin
Management (ICARM) to River Cetina Basin and Its Associated Coastal Areas. The River
Cetina in Croatia was selected as a concrete project to show how the ICARM guidelines
could be implemented.
128. One PAP/RAC expert presented the case of CAMP Fuka Matruh at the Regional
Training Course on the Use of Decision Support System for Environmental Management in
Coastal and Dry Areas (Damascus, 20-22 September 1999)
129. PAP/RAC co-organised the Workshop on the Application of Economic Instruments in
Integrated Coastal Zone Planning and Management with Special Emphasis on the
Mediterranean (Antalya, November 19, 1999). PAP/RAC representatives mediated the
discussion, presented their papers, and prepared the final report with relevant conclusions
and recommendations.
130. A workshop with the aim to discuss the conceptual and practical questions
concerning the implementation of ICARM was held in Toulon, France, from January 10 to 12,
2000. The Workshop was organised in collaboration with the IFREMER Centre located in
Seyne-sur-Mer and UNEP Nairobi. The Workshop was attended by experts from
Mediterranean countries and some other regions of the world where the need for an ICARM
approach proved to be of particular importance. Several representatives of international
organisations interested in the subject also participated at the Workshop.
131. PAP/RAC organised the Stakeholders meeting (Split, January 14 – 15, 2000), related
to the presentation of Phase I of the Demonstration Project on Management of the River
Cetina Watershed and Its Adjacent Coastal Area. The main objective of the meeting was to
discuss the first draft of the environmental and socio-economic profile of the demonstration
project for the river Cetina, and give suggestions for the preparation of a relevant database.
132. The final version of the document “Conceptual Framework and Planning Guidelines
for ICARM” was prepared in English and French. The Guidelines are a general reference tool
for ICARM, and provide a conceptual framework for initiating plans. It could be also used on
a selective basis for specific aspects of ICARM. The Guidelines will be distributed through
the official distribution channel of UNEP.
133. PAP/RAC conducted a mission of three experts to Albania to analyse the problem of
coastal erosion in the northern and central coastal region. They have proposed a number of
measures how to tackle this sensitive issue.
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134. A Workshop to assess the state-of-art of national legislation for ICAM in the
Mediterranean was held in Split on 17-18 January 2000. Objective of the Workshop was to
determine state-of-art in incorporating ICAM in national legislation of the Mediterranean
countries. A document entitled “Synthèse des réponses au questionnaire sur les législations
nationales relatives a la gestion des zones côtières en Méditerranée et propositions de lignes
directrices” was discussed at the Workshop.
135. The PAP/RAC Director and a PAP/RAC consultant conducted a mission to Albania
(February 27 – March 1, 2000) with the task to check up the possibilities for the adoption of
the national Coastal Zone Management Strategy for Albania.
136. The implementation of MAP-EC project “Introduction of Strategic Environmental
Assessment in planning system of Mediterranean Countries” started with preparing basic
documents for the workshop in English, to be held in Haifa, Israel, on 2-4 April 2000. Another
workshop on SEA in the Mediterranean, with French speaking participants, will be held in
Tunis on 13-15 April 2000.
137. A Workshop on the Analysis of the Industrial Component in the Coastal Areas of the
Adriatic Sea was organised on 23-25 March 2000 in Split, jointly with ICS and UNIDO.
Representatives of countries bordering Adriatic Sea and reputed international experts
presented their papers, describing especially trends in industrial development in Adriatic
coastal zones and relationship between industrial development and environment in the
Adriatic.
138. The preparation of the “White Paper” on the state-of-art of ICAM in the Mediterranean
is in due course. The Paper should not only review ICAM process in the Mediterranean, but
also give strategic guidelines for MAP and PAP activities in the future.
139. While waiting the launching of the MAP/GEF project, PAP/RAC started
implementation of this project’s subtasks and in particular the “Development and
implementation of economic instruments for the sustainable development of SAP MED”.
Updated questionnaire on implementation of economic instruments in the Mediterranean will
be sent to experts nominated by NFPs.
Sustainable Management of coastal resources
Water resources management
140. A regional Workshop was organised, in co-operation with Institute of Water
Technology of Malta, on Integrated Coastal Urban Water System Planning in the
Mediterranean (Luqa, November 25-27, 1999). The goal of integrated urban water system
management is to meet present and future needs by developing lower-cost but adequate
services that can be implemented and sustained at the community level.
141. The Director of PAP/RAC presented the issue of urbanisation, tourism development
and water resources management, during the Mediterranean Day of the Second World Water
Forum in the Hague, on March 17, 2000.
142. A National Training Course on Urban Water Resources Management, to be held in
Tunis in April 2000, is being prepared.
143. The final version of the “Guidelines for Integrated Coastal Urban Water System
Planning in the Mediterranean” is being prepared.
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Soil erosion
144. The implementation of MAP-EC project “Capacity Building for Desertification / Erosion
Control Management in the Mediterranean Region” started by preparing relevant workshop in
English to be held on 18-20 April 2000 in Valletta. Another workshop will be organised for
French-speaking participants, in September in Tunis.
145. A document entitled “Synthesis of national reports on problems and practices of
erosion control management in the Mediterranean” was prepared.
Support to MCSD activities
Sustainable Tourism
146. PAP/RAC produced a special brief on the carrying capacity assessment for tourism,
as a follow-up to the Contracting Parties’ recommendations. The follow-up will also be
discussed, with UNEP-IE Office.
Urban Management
147. The First Steering Committee Meeting of the MCSD Working Group on Urban
Management will be co-organised by BP/RAC and PAP/RAC on 11-12 April 2000, in Paris.
(b)

Remote Sensing activities

The Regional Activity Centre for Environment Remote Sensing (ERS/RAC) has implemented
the following activities:
STEPINMED database
148. Activities for the updating and maintenance of the database have been carried out
during the period under consideration, new projects and involved Organisations have been
added as well as more specific and detailed information on projects already included in it.
Issuing of Reports
149.

The following reports have been prepared:

-

"Support of Remote Sensing Techniques to Planning and Decision Making Processes
for Sustainable Development in Lebanon" (December 1999)

-

"Desertification Monitoring and Control: Analysis of Remote Sensing - based Projects
and Programmes in the Mediterranean" (December 1999)

-

"Characterisation of Sea Water Quality: Analysis of Remote Sensing - based Projects
and Programmes in the Mediterranean" (December 1999)

Preparation and submission to the EC DGXII of Projects involving Mediterranean Countries
-

SWEET 19 Project - Strategic Warning System for Disaster Prevention and
Sustainable Development by Means of Earth Observation Technology for 19 Mega
Cities (Submission to the EC DGXII 15 February 2000) - The SWEET 19 Project
primarily addresses the negative impact of Mega Cities on global change, climate and
biodiversity induced by a dramatic and uncontrolled growth. A Strategic Warning
System will be implemented for 19 Cities in order to contribute to fight the growing
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humanitarian and environmental
urbanisation.

problem

induced by

the

phenomenon of

-

MEDYSIS Project - Creation of a multiscale MEDiterranean land-use/land-cover and
environmental changes monitoring SYStem (Submission to the EC DGXII 15
February 2000) - The MEDISYS project aims at the development of an innovative
data and information system focused on land use land cover, environmental and
agro-economic indicators. It will contribute to help, on the one hand, decision makers
in their previsions, planning, and prevention concerning land degradation, and on the
other hand, scientists in improving their environmental models and results.

-

TRAPPS Project - TRAnsport Pathways of Pollutant released from coastal Sources
(Submission to the EC DGXII 15 February 2000) - The TRAPPS Project specifically
addresses the problem of physical transport with special interest in "chronic" pollution
and identification of regions of influence of localised coastal sources. The Project
focuses on coastal areas in the Mediterranean Sea, where physical transport
processes are especially complex, due to the combined action of stratification and
interactions with the open sea.

Participation in CAMPS
150. In November 1999, following the National Forum held in Beirut in October, the support
to be provided by ERS/RAC for the fulfilment of the requirements of the Lebanese Ministry of
the Environment has been defined and jointly agreed together with the Lebanese ERS/RAC
and MAP Focal Points.
151. At the end of February ERS/RAC has been contacted by a project officer from the
Lebanese Environment - Development Observatory (LEDO), in order to check the possibility
of arranging a training course for one or two experts to support the LEDO implementation.
152. Preliminary contacts have been held with Moroccan authorities, in order define
possible activities to be carried out with the support of ERS/RAC in the framework of the
CAMP for Al-Hoceima. To this purpose a mission to Morocco will be arranged by an
ERS/RAC expert within April 2000.
153. In the framework of the CAMP for Malta, an ERS/RAC expert was appointed to follow
the application of the PAP/FAO method in soil erosion assessment and her curriculum sent to
PAP/RAC, in order to participate to the first PAP mission to Malta related to mapping and
field surveys in April.
Participation in Meetings and Conferences
-

20-23 November, Damascus (Syria) - "Remote Sensing Integrated Systems: Satellites
Receiving Stations and Applications", arranged by the Syrian General Organisation for
/Remote Sensing.

-

19 January, Rome (Italy) - "Policies, Commitments and Perspectives for Sustainable
Development in the Mediterranean Basin", arranged by the Italian Ministry of
Environment, ANPA, CNR, ENEA, ICRAM).

-

24-25 January, Athens (Greece) - "MEDU and RACs Directors Meeting"

-

10 February, Rome (Italy) - "ESA-EARSC (European Space Agency - European
Association of Remote Sensing Companies) Consultation Meeting.
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-

17 February, Rome (Italy) - "National Action programme to Combat Drought and
Desertification" arranged by the Italian Ministry of Environment.

-

18 February, Rome (Italy) - "Desertification, Climatic Changes, Biodiversity and Forests
Synergies for an Interregional Agenda between Northern and Southern Mediterranean
Countries" arranged by the Italian Ministry of Environment.

-

10-12 April, Ispra (Italy) - MEDCOAST International Workshop on "Applications of
Remote Sensing to the Management of River Catchment Areas and Their Coastal
Margins in the Mediterranean and Black Sea", arranged by the joint Research Centre.
Presentation of the Paper "Remote Sensing and GIS: an application to coastal urban
expansion analysis and modelling".

Forum in Syria
154. Following the Workshop arranged in Damascus (November 1999), by GORS - Syrian
General Organisation for Remote Sensing, a preliminary check was made of the opportunity
of preparing a joint proposal to be submitted for funds, involving also the Lebanese National
Centre for Remote Sensing. In this connection thematic fields of activities were defined, while
a Forum will be arranged within April 2000 to exchange views and opinions as well as to
finalise a project proposal.
SMAP Proposal
155. Definition of synergies with other MAP Components for the preparation of joint
proposals to be submitted to the EC DG XI on the occasion of the next Call (expected for the
end of March 2000).
Convention to Combat Desertification
156. Participation in the works of the Italian Ministry of the Environment for setting up the
National Action Plan for combating desertification and for co-ordinating actions of the
northern Mediterranean Countries.
(c)

Coastal Areas Management Programme (CAMP)

157.

CAMP “Malta”

i)

A Meeting of the MED Unit and the RACs on the MAP CAMP “Malta” was held in
Athens, on September 10, 1999. The meeting adopted the course of actions within
the CAMP “Malta” programme until the end of the year. Tasks, responsibilities and
deadlines related to signing of the relevant Project agreement were assigned at the
meeting.

ii)

The Agreement relative to the CAMP “Malta” was signed in November 1999. Project
Terms of Reference were agreed upon consultations with the national authorities and
institutions, the Co-ordinating Unit of MAP, and the Regional Activity Centres (RACs)
of MAP.

iii)

The Inception Workshop related to CAMP “Malta” was organised on February 3-4,
2000, in Sliema, Malta. The Workshop was attended by 43 participants,
representatives of the Government of Malta and MAP, members of the national
teams, and international experts invited by MAP. The Inception Report of the CAMP
“Malta” was presented at the Workshop, with the aim at securing integration and
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providing detailed instructions for the implementation of the project, both at the project
level and at the level of each individual project activity.
158.

CAMP “Israel”

iv)

CAMP Israel entered its final phase. The Final Presentation Conference on CAMP
“Israel” will be held in Jerusalem in May 2000.

v)

A number of documents were prepared in the period, among them:
Final report on the coastal hazards – Management of Coastal Sand
Resources
Report of the Facilitator of the Transport Target Group of the the First National
Strategy for Sustainable Development of Israel
Report of the Facilitator of the Tourism Target Group of the the First National Strategy for Sustainable Development of Israel.
Social and Economic Evaluation of the Mediterranean Coast in Israel
The Final Integrated Report of the MAP CAMP Israel
The Coastal Zone Management in Israel.

vi)

One international consultant reviewed the document “Final report on the coastal
hazards – Management of Coastal Send Resources” and the other reviewed the
document “Social and Economic Evaluation of the Mediterranean Coast in Israel”.

159.

CAMP “Lebanon”

vii)

Prefeasibility study for the CAMP “Lebanon” was prepared in November 1999. CAMP
area was defined after consultation with various stakeholders.

viii)

Terms of reference for the CAMP “Lebanon” are being prepared and signing of the
CAMP “Lebanon” Agreement is envisaged within next few months. The PAP/RAC
consultant conducted the mission to Lebanon in January and March 2000, in order to
facilitate launching of the CAMP.

(d)

Preservation of 100 Historic Sites

160. On the occasion of the Meeting of the Contracting Parties held in Malta in October
1999, the Director of the 100 Historic Sites paid a visit to the relevant Maltese authorities to
discuss issues related to the preservation of archeological sites in Malta including submarine
archeological sites.
161. In November 1999, the 100 Historic Sites organized a Workshop in Marseilles entitled
”Urban Frames and Landscapes” on the development of cities’ territories and the progressive
absorption of rural lands.
162. In December 1999 the 100 Historic Sites participated at the 23rd Session of the
UNESCO Committee on the World Heritage, which was held in Marrakech, Morocco. The
status of the MAP 100 Historic Sites not yet listed in the UNESCO list was presented and, in
particular, the status of the archeological sites of Mycenae, Tiryntha and the historic centre of
the island of Patmos.
163. On 21 December 1999, at the initiative of the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs, a
Meeting was held in Paris to discuss the possible form of participation of the 100 Historic
Sites in the activities of MAP and MCSD. Representatives of the French Ministry of Culture
and Tourism also attended the Meeting.
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164. In January 2000, government experts from Algeria, Cyprus, Lebanon and Morocco
visited the 100 Historic Sites to be informed on the activities of the Centre and to discuss the
issue of the development of the urban environment over the environment.
165. In February 2000, the 100 Historic Sites participated at a Workshop organized by the
Governorate of Algiers on the ongoing works for the protection of the Casbah of Algiers.
166. The 100 Historic Sites paid a visit to Tunisia to update the existing information on the
ongoing work of protection and maintenance of the sites of Sousse, Tunis, El Jem and Sfax.
The visit was made in cooperation with the Tunisian Institut National du Patrimoine.

