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X. Agenda Item 3: THE DIUE PLANT

General princivles

26. The Meeting agreed to asl the Executive Director to initiate the first
phase of the "Blue Plen" in accordance with the follewing principles:

26.1 Absolute respect for national sovereignty;

26.2 Co-operation with national institutions and national experts;
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26.3 Co-operation with organicntions of the United Hations system and regional
intergovernmental or:r1lzatlcn° concerned. The Executive Direcctor ney alse

enlist the co-operation of commetent and concermed non-governncntal
organizations. ‘

26.4 Account should be talion of activitics in progress in various coxn ies
including those wndertalien in co-operation with UNDP and throush
multilateral and bilateral programmes

27. In elaboration of <these general nr1n01n7c" the following comments vere made
during the discussicn:

27.1 Priorities should be limited in the firct phase to a few areac
so that the impact wight not be diluted.

27.2 The Blue Plan should aCd"c s itself to problems that are common
to Mediterranean countrics or groups of Lﬂcluerranean countries
Problems specific to one country should z2lsc be talken into account.

27.3 A central concern of thwe Dlue Plan should be to undertake research
on the interrelationship between socio-economic developments and
ecological ewvolutions.

27.4 Priority activitics chould be conceived within the context of
overall develomment aciivities of the various countries.
27.5 The principle of ecquityr cmons the lled 'ter*anean States in metters

of participation in, crganization of, and Lenefiting from
activities, should e respected

Orzanizational princinles

28. The Meeting agreed io agi the Zxescutive Director o follow the fcllowing
principles in organizing the work of the Slue Plan: .

28.1 The designation by each Govermment of a national focal
point will help %o ensure that Govermments cffeciively control
national contrivutions, and Governments are therefore invited
to designate focal noints., DBluc Plan activities should bte
carried ocut through the network of such fccal noinis.

28.2 National Focal Poinits dezignated by Governments will facilitate
co=operation with national institutions and experis.

28,3 Governments! revieu and Jirection of the implementation of the
"Blue Plan" will be facilitated by regular intergovermmental
meetings %o be convened for thig purpose. OSuch meetings would
be prepared, as appropriate, by expert conmsuliations.

28.4 Constant links with intermational and other orgenizaztions should - -
be maintained by UILP, vho will make full use of the expertise,
experience and data uliich they can contribute.
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28.5 Basic information vhich is required rust be clearly defined
to ensure useful collection and exchange., Iational focal
points can facilitate access to this information. An information
system co-ordinated vith cxisting interncotional plans is an
esgential part of the Dlue Plan activity in order to easure
the compatibility of information.

Agenda Item 8.1: OBJBCTIVLG

Long-term objectives

29. The Meeting approved the fclloving ctatecment of long-term objectives of the
"Blue Plan": : ' '

29.1 The fundamental long-ierm ovjective of the "Blue Plan is %o
initiate a continuous process of concerted co-operation among
the Mediterranean coaztal States. The term "Plan" should not,
therefore, give rise to micsunderstandin~gs: the objectives of the
"Blue Plan" are no% to concentrate the decision-making process or to
promote the establishment of a body that would define in technical
terms what should ve the rational management of natural resources and
optimum socio-2conomic development for all the Hediterranean countrics,
By ensuring exchange of cxmeriences in all relevant fields amons
the Mediterrancan countries, the "Blue Plan' should create a pocl
of Xnowledge to whicli each of the ccuntries concerned would hove
immediate access., '

29.2 More specificallyy che objective of the "Blue Plan" is to place
at the disposal of decision-makcrs and planmers in the different
countries of the Hediterranean region information enabling them
tc formulate plans for optimum socio-economic development on
a sustainable basis without environmentsl degradation.

29.3 The "Blue Plan", uhile nromoting co-~operative efforts to solve
common problems, would talie existing socio-economic development
styles into consideration and facilitate the formulation of
alternative envirommentally sound develonment siyles by each
country in accordonce uith ifs oun options and conditions.

29.4 The other long-term objectives of the Plue Plan are:

(a) To aszist the Govermmenis of the coastal States of the

’ Mediterranean tc gein a more accurate insight into the
common problems they face both in the Mediterranean Sea
and in its coactal zones;

(b) To assist these Governments in reaching appropriate decisions
that would prowote rational management of resources and
sustainable development in the Mediterranean region.

30, FPFurthermore:

30.1 From the operationzl noint of view, the "Blue Plan" would comprise
three phases, cach of ulicli would malke provision for sets of
successive or simultancous studies. Thece studies may cover fields
as varied as soils nrctiection, water resources, food and agriculture,
industrialization and urbanization processes, energy production
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and consumpiicn, tourism, coantal zZone managemeoni, and education
and training with choices o hHe made by Govermumnents concerned

at intergovernmenzial mceiingz, The etudies would be
interdisciplinary, intorsectoral cnd integrated, and would talie into
account the social ond ciliural characterirticc and diversitics

of the countriss concernad. In each of the ficlds to be examined,
long-term trends vould e ldcntified and thoir nflects on the
environment anal;w2dé. In the lights of that anslysic, alternative
development strateogice and nolicies would he Zormulated vherever
possible and brought tc the attention of Govermments for their- -
consideration.

The "Blue Plan” should load to a continuous increase of co-—oporation
among varicus countrioi in the Hediterranecn resfon. It is through
such co-operation 2nd rmtual assistance, with full respect for national
sovereignty, that ccononic imbalances witlin +the region might o
vrogressively erclicatcd. Une of the ecsential conditions to reoach
these ends is z due appieccintion of the socio-cconomic sifuation of fhe
Hediterranean region. It iz hoped that incight into the socizl and
economic factors uwnderlying dovelomment will lead to a progressive
strengthening of interational co-operztion and o sectoral and genernl
agreements, as well oo anpropriate juricical -rowisions on environmental
matters., It iz alsco hopeld that cetivities under the "Blue Plan” will
contridute to the concolilation of peace, vhich is a basic conditicn Zor
the d=velopment and protecition of the Hediterwanean environment.

To sum up, the prosromue onvisased under the "Dlue Plan” shoulc contribute

to *the promoiion nf ccomcmic and socizl develonment of the whole
Mediterranean region ia o manner which will safcguard the naturel

systems on which svcinined development depends, To achisve this nurpocss,
the studies and activitiocs to be undertzlizn under the "Blue Plan’ will
ve conceived and immlemented in such a uay as to contribute o the
achievement of the objcctives of the Intermational Development Strategy
for the Second United Tnticns Develonment Decade. The Declaration on the
Establishment of » Hewr Internmational ZSconomic Crder and the Charter of
Economic Rights ond Duties of States 4/ will also influence the nature
and scope ¢f studics to be undertalien in the context of the "Dlue Plan”,

DMMEDIATE OBJECTIVES

31.

following activities:

ps

The meeting approved the immediate objectives of the 3Blue Plan coupricing

31.1 A systematic survey of the main develonment activities Leing
carried cut in the lediterranean resion and their consecuences
for the environnont. The data concerning these activities
should be coumilict on the basis of a common methodology with a
view to facilifating their comparnbility and assessment, as
well as the tronsier and exchanse of data.

4/ The delegationc of ¥rance and Italy exprecsed reservations uith regaxd

to some aspects of these tuo toxts.

the
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31.2 The preparation and up-dating of a directory of institutions
and experts available in the regicn to participate in the utuclcg
‘and activitics of the "Blue lan"

31.3 The launching of a number of interdisciplinary intersectoral
studies in the priority fields indicated by Governments at
the Intergovernment 1 Heeting on-the "Blue Plan". Some of these
areas are described in informetion documents UNE®/IG.5/INF.3
and following numbers

31.4 The identification and analysis of the most significant of
various exisiing and wlanned activities in the Mediterranean
region that have a clearly beneficial impact on the environment,

31.5 The identification and analysis of a number of national or.
internationally supnorted prOJects aimed at satisfying basic
human needs on & sustainable basis

31.6 The progressive elaboration, on the basis of the data and
experience gathered fthrough The studies and activities to be
undertaken, of concenituzl frameworks and methodologies for
long-term environmentally sound development planning.

31,7 The provision of iechnical assistance and training in the fields
mentioned in suw-paragraph 30.1, with priority for developing
countries, - )

Agenda Item 8.2: METHODS OF TIRPLENENTATION
32, The Meeting approved the following methods of implementation:

32,1 Systems analysic and methodologies inveolving prospective
research were considered to be among the best means of dealing
with the problems involved. To ensure that all those concermed
in the carrying out of the studies under the Blue Plan use the
same approach, a common methodology will be worked out before
the initiation of the studies. The view was expressed that the
first step in this direction would be to establish appropriate .
procedures for the collection and dissemination of the
necessary data l:coning in mind the need for their comparability.
However, it would be difficult to obtain the required data from
national sources in the absence of a coherent presentation of
the conceptual framevork, and of the establishment of appropriate
institutional structure for continuous co-operation. Informal
consultations arc urgently required in order to obtain the vieus
of Governmments concerning the selection of institutions and
groups of experts itc be entrusted with the scientific responsibility
for the conduct of the studies. At the same time these
consultations chould allow a thordugh exchange of views concerning
the conceptual Iramecwork. In this respect it was felt thot
the eco-devclopment and systems analysis c..pnroe.ches woulc- serve
as important comnoncnis in the establishment of the conceptual
framework.
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Many delegationc considered it indismensable that collectisn of
information bc made through focal points designated by onch
Government.

32.2 Plans and rencris on all Studies and activities carried out in -
the contfert ol the "Dlue Plan" vill conform to the following
outline:

(i) Define the srobleas oncountered in a situation affceting
the develonnent and/or enviromment of the region;

(ii) Establish the present status of those problems and
their relationships with the environment;

(iii) Identify the long-term trends of those problems and
their immlications for the environment;

(iv) TIdentify th> most significant aspects of those problems
for the envivonment, and promose practical actions

solve or forestzll them;

(v) Tormulaic proposals aimed at securing long-term develonment
with the least adverse effect on the environment,

32,5 In order to Ceal ~dequately uith the questions raised in the
preceding porarronli, the studies and activities will be
interdisciplinnrr and intersectoral. IFurthermore, tc make cure
that loczl conditions and social-and culftural characteristics
are fully talen into comsideration, the teams concerned will
include institutionsc and experts from all parts of the
Hediterrancan.

33, PHASES OF THE PROJDCT

The Project should e carried out in threc phases.

34, The first phase should comprise the broadest possible exploratory work in zll
the fields selected by Govermments. Institutions and experts from all

Mediterranean couniries, preferably grouped in pairs (with an eguitable geogranhical
North-South representation; chould actively participate in the explorction and study
of data and practices of development and environment management in order to identify,
in particular, new prioriiy actions which should be considered and decided upon

at intergovernmental meetings.

35. During the second phasec of the project, a more thorough investigation would De
made of the most criticnl problems brought to light in the first phase and of the
sectors affected. The resultis of this phase should lead to e number of more
consolidated surveys of develcopment trends {rom uhich it would be possible %o
determine what activities should be provided for in order to deal uith »rovlems

that risk becoming serious during the coming decades. ‘
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36. In the third phase, reports should bhe produced synthesizing all the

activities previously underialien, and vhich, above all, derive from those activ 1t1eu,
conclusions and appropriate recommendations that vould assist the Governwents of

the coastal States of the llediterranean in the planning and execution of continuouc
socio-economic development ci their cowntries vithout env1ronmental degradation.

37. Completion of the threce phases of. the ﬁrojcct would require about foux "ears
from the date of its apnrcval at the Intcrgovernmental lHeeting on the "“lve Plan",

38. The institutional machinery to be devised for carrying out the "Dlue Plan?

should make provision for thie roccipt of a zteady streawm of information about the
progress of activities. It chould alsc male nrovicion for ways of commmicating
this information to the Covernments concc*neo In addition, the results of each
phase should be reviewed by neriodic meetings of the liediterranean coastal States

at the intergovermmental levcl, A progress rep'rt on the first phase will be
submitted to the intergovernmental meeting of the liediterranean ccastal States
scheduled to take place in llonaco late in 1977. This report should inclvcde proposals
for subsequent actions, 1art1culurlJ in the arcas of information exchange and
training.

39. GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAG

The Meeting agreed thnt the "Dlue Plan” should cover the entire liedi:
basin, namely the Mediterranecan Sea, as defined in the Barcelona Convenii
adjacent coastal zones. ‘These coastal zoney might vary in territorial ¢
one area to another, denendins on the problems %o be considered and the r
disciplines involved. The llediferranean region is recognized in uhl” oegoect as
constituiing not a single ecouyctem but, rather, a complex of ecosystems cf
dimensions, displaying certain comnarable ecolcgical and climatic featuxes,
differing from one another according to Jlatitude and altitude. In all cazec, the
States concerned are the 13 coastal States. of the Mediterranean Region.





