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XI. Agenda Item 9: PRIORITY ACWIONS PROGRAIMMD

9.1 Identification of ficlds for prioriiy actions

40. The Meeting considered the fields proposed for priority actions by the
Executive Directcr in document UIEP/IG.5,.5. The meeting felLt that, in examining
these fields and in determining priority activities within each field, it uas
important to take account cf tiic relevant past, present and proposed activities in
the region undertalen by the Governments and regional and internmational
organizations. For. this purpose, therefore, it would be valuable to have an
"inventory" of major projccts aimed at sound environmental management in individuzl
areas being carried out by Governments and intermational agencies in the rezion.
Moreover, surveys and in-depth studies to be conducted under the "Blue Plan" chould
progressively help to identify the nature and scope of activities that may be usefully
undertaken in each of tlic agreed priority action areas.

41, It was recognized that certain actions involving co-operation among countries
could be undertaken in the necar future on the basis of available knouledge o sound
environmental management nractices in selected priority action areac. In some cases,
on-going projects and programmes in the Mediterranean region may serwve as Gemonstration
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nrojects. Programmes of interest being carried out elsewhere could be introduced
in the Mediterranean vwiik ninor adjustiments in their focus in order to mect
nmarticular regional necds. Studics under the Dlue Plan should alse benelit from
relevant experiments being cormicd out outside the llediterranean resion.

42, TFor scme areas it unz congidered advisable to zunit the recommendnticns of
relevant pending intermctional activities: c.g. Confeorence on Desertification, tc
be convened at Nairobi in tusust/Dentember 1977, the United Hations ané the ‘
United Nations Water Confercnce o ve convened at llar del Plata in Ilxch 2977.

13. All activities undertnlzen under the PAP should seek to demonstrate, through
practical actions, altermatives for envirommentally sound socilo-economic developuent,
Wherever possible, activiticr should include a training component and assist in the
transfer of zppromriate technology and exmerience, It vas recommended that training
activities should co for as possible mele use of the existing national institutions
in each State. ‘

44, It was agreed that the immlementaticn of the PAP would follow the same general
principles as agreed to for the Jlue Plan: that is,

44.1 absoluie respect for national sovereignty;

44.2 co-operaticon uith national institutions and national experis;
44.3 co=-cperation with orgonizations of the United Nations system
and regional interpovernmental organizations concerned. The
Executive Director may also enlist the co-operziion of compeient
and concerned non-governmentzl organizations;

44.4 account chould be inlen of . the relevant activiiies in progress
in various countries, including those umdéertaken with UIDP
assistance ond through muliilateral and bvilateral programmes,

45. The Meeting recommended that the following criteriz should be apnlied in
selecting priority fields of action:

45.1 contribuiion to the reduction of existing socio-economic
inequalities among the various lieditcrranean States;

45.2 significance in terms of the protection and enhancement of
the Mediterrancan environment;

45.3 community of interest among the Mediterranean countries;

45.4 speed with whicli practical actions in each area could be
implemented. ‘

46. The Meeting noted with gratitude the paper submitted by the Tugoslav Delegation
cn the PAP and commends it <o the attention of the Ixrecutive Director in his

further elaboration of this programme. Although the Meeting felt that it was unable
to elaborate plans for spmeciiic projects within the PAP, delegations did exprecs
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their views on the priority fields in which actions should be undertalien. Atdtached
as annex I is a chart shouving the indications by delegations of prioritiec for the
PAP which the Executive Director should take into account in the further developuent
of this portion of the integrated planning component of the Barcelona Action Plan.,
Some delegations emphasized that blanks in the chort should not be inferpreied as a
lack of governmental intercst in these areas, since the chart only illustrates areas
where immediate action slhiould be.considered. Areas not chosen at prescnt as priority
areas could be considercd in a later phas.-.

AT. Six such priority ficlds were recommended by a majority of delegations to the
Executive Director as reguiring immediate action:

47.1 Protection of soil;
47.2 Management of uater resources;

47.3 Marine living recources: management of fisheries and
. (&) N {3
aquaculture;

47.4 Human settlements;
47.5 Tourism;
47.6 Soft technologies for energy, including solar energy.

It is being understood that each field of priority should include training
components.

48, This list should not be considered exhaustive, nor should the catesories
themselves be taken as final sincc some, for example (i) and (ii) concermed wiih
soil and water, might Lest be treated under a single unifying conceont such-as
physical planning or "aménogément du territoire”, and in any case clear linkages
between these categorics must be observed. :

9.2 Methods of implcmentation

49. It was agreri that the objective of the PAP should be to establish a permanent
network of continuous co-operntion cmong The lediterranean coastal States
concerning practical actions for progressive, inter-sectoral planning. “The PAP
should initiate this process by sclecting specific actions in'the priorifr fields
identified in paragraph 47 above, Activities in other fields may be developed

at a later stage as agreed by the Governments of the region. These activities
should take account of the long-term prospective studiec that are to be undertalien
within the Blue Plan.

50. The Meeting felt that the PAP could also launch a number of interdisciplinary
intersectoral .studies in the priority fields indicated by Govermments at the
Intergovernmental Meeting on the Blue Plan. Some of these fields are described in
information documents UIET/IG.5/TF.5 and following numbers. UNEP Secretariat in
exercising its co-ordinating role will see %o it that duplication betueen studies
is avoided and that the Dluec Plan prospective studies give clear indicatiions,

as soon as possible, regarding the concrete actions to be undertaken.
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51. sSach Govermment of tho lLicditerransan resion should decide in vhich activity
or activities it wishes tc participate, The resultis obtained throush the
implementation of the PAD shoull dc made available to all States in the region.

52. The elaboration cf specific nrojects within the pricrity areas should e
wndertaken through the natincnel focal poinis in co-oneration with the

ULEF Secretariat and its waiit of PAP. The delegntion of Greece offcred to usc the
Environmental Poilution Control Froject in Athiens cs 2 demonstration and irnining site
in urban envirommenial nrovlens management for officials from other

Mediterranean countries. Yhoe Greek delegation has nlso offered to convenc

before lay, in consultation uith UNEP, and other intcimational organizations,
particularly the FAO/GFCIL, ~ meeiing of experts %o consider a detailed nlan of action
for one of the nricrity areas, nossibly marine living resources:

aquacul ture and ficherics nanagement. Other liedi terranean Countriec nay wish toconsider
accepting the recmonsi®hili £ for convening 2:rpert groups to diccuss the other pricrity action

areas come of vhich are descri bed in the paper submi $ted by the Yugoslavdelegation.



