
 
 

Operating Principles Governing the Work of the Panel 

Request for Written Submissions from Member States and Relevant Stakeholders 
 

Member states, during the resumed first session of the Open-ended Working Group (OEWG1.2), requested the 

Secretariat of the OEWG to solicit written submissions from Member States and relevant stakeholders regarding 

the operating principles governing the work of the panel.  

In support of this request, the Secretariat conducted a webinar (on 26 April 2023) dedicated to the issue of 

operating principles. In advance of the webinar, the Secretariat released a background document which 

provides a comparative overview of operating principles of relevant, existing science-policy panels (IPCC, 

IPBES, IRP and GEO). The recording of the webinar can be found on this website, when available, and the 

background document is available at this link). 

A variety of potential operating principles are presented below, based on the analysis performed for this 

background document.  The following questions in no way attempt to rank or preclude consideration of the 

operating principles of the future SPP, rather, they draw from the agreed text of Resolution 5/8 and other existing, 

relevant science-policy bodies, as well as the discussions at the OEWG. You may also suggest relevant potential 

operating principles that have not been identified yet. 

Member States are invited to provide submissions through their respective national focal points (list of focal 

points available at this link). Non-government stakeholders are invited to submit their submissions on behalf of 

their organization or group. You are invited to respond to all or some of the questions below. Once complete, 

please submit this filled document to SPP-CWP@un.org. All submissions will be uploaded online and will 

inform a working document to be considered at OEWG 2. 

 

 

  

https://www.genevaenvironmentnetwork.org/events/road-to-oewg-2-developing-operating-principles-of-the-science-policy-panel-on-chemicals-waste-and-pollution-prevention-spp-cwp-series/
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/42246/SPP_Principles_Background_document.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/42246/SPP_Principles_Background_document.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.unep.org/oewg-spp-chemicals-waste-pollution/national-focal-points
mailto:SPP-CWP@un.org


 
 

Contact information 

What is your name/surname? 

Samuel Adunreke  

What is your country? 

Nigeria 

What is your title? 

Executive President 

What is your email address?  

adunreke.sam@gmail.com 

Who are you submitting on behalf of? 

Innovea Development Foundation 

 

  



 
 

The following elements are included in Resolution 5/8. Please indicate by clicking on the box(es) where 

you believe these elements should be included (i.e., operating principles, rules of procedure, guidelines, or 

other relevant documents, or if they are not relevant). Some key terms have been grouped together for 

the purpose of this tabular analysis, there is inevitably some overlap across principles. 

 
Operating 

Principle 

Rules of 

Procedure 

Guidelines Other Not 

relevant 

CREDIBILITY      

Robustness/Rigour  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Integrity/Objectivity / 

Independence/Impartiality/ Lack of Bias 

(avoiding conflicts of interest)  

☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Interdisciplinary / Multidisciplinary / Balance 

of disciplines 
☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

RELEVANCE/SALIENCE      

Policy-relevant (and not policy prescriptive)  ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

LEGITIMACY      

Inclusivity/Balance ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

-- indigenous inclusivity  ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

-- geographic balance ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

-- regional balance  ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

-- gender balance  ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

-- balance of disciplines (see also 

Credibility/Interdisciplinary...) 
☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

CROSS-CUTTING THEMES      

Transparency ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Flexibility  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Coordination (without duplication) / 

Complementarity   
☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Cost-Effectiveness  ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

 

Please provide any relevant comments on your choices above: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

 



 
 

The following table includes other elements that may be considered. Please indicate by clicking on the 

box(es) where you believe these elements should be included (i.e., operating principles, rules of procedure, 

guidelines, or other relevant documents, or if they are not relevant). It is also possible to add additional 

potential operating principles to be considered. 

OTHER  
Operating 

Principle 

Rules of 

Procedure 

Guidelines Other Not 

relevant 

Promotion of innovation ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Comprehensive, holistic, or integrative 

approach 
☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Consensus based approach ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Providing accessible outputs ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Others [please add] ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

Please provide any relevant comments on your choices above: 

Sound management of chemicals focuses on prevention of harmful proliferation of chemicals. It minimizes 

the risks for the environment from production, use and disposal of chemicals. For instance, it supports 

the substitution of harmful chemicals and the reduction of toxic chemical releases. 

What mechanisms can be put in place to support countries to set up inter-ministerial collaboration 

framework to develop national sustainable waste beneficiation and a global sound chemical management 

strategies? 

The efficiency principle provides that all managers ensure that their successors will receive all the 

authority required for the position and everything else they need to exercise their authority. 

Adoption of The UN System-Wide Framework of Strategies on the Environment which is designed to 

enhance the organization's ability to support Member States in addressing the environmental dimension 

of sustainable development can be enforced within the operational/efficiency principles. 

The practical adoption of Chemical Management Plan CMP which helps protect human health and the 

environment by assessing and managing risks to human health and the environment posed by chemical 

substances that can be found in everyday items, such as food and food products, consumer products, 

cosmetics, drugs, drinking water and industrial effluents is important to the enhancement of the policy 

framework for sound chemical management. 

The procedure may contain propositions for the design a draft and implementation plan for policy 

coherence and plan of execution for policy implementation and principles of engagement for sustaining 

action pans and sensitive intervention points on conventions and protocols. 

  



 
 

Reference Points: 

Convention Objectives 

Basel Convention reduce hazardous wastes and provide environmentally sound 

management 

Rotterdam Convention institute prior informed consent (PIC) procedure for certain 

hazardous chemicals and pesticides in international trade 

Stockholm Convention protect humans and environment from persistent organic 

pollutants (POPs) 

Montreal Protocol protect ozone layer by phasing out chemicals that deplete ozone 

layer 

Mina Mata Convention phase out use of mercury 

SAICM Convention manage chemicals throughout their lifecycle 

Chemical Weapons Convention ban the development production, possession or use of chemical 

weapons 

International Health Regulation prevent, prepare for and respond to public-health events and 

emergencies of potential international concern, including 

chemical events. 

 

 

 

Please provide your written submission in the space below: 

The formality of the context of the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 

may just be necessary to enhance all of the aforementioned. Following the guiding principles, , guidelines 

and rule of procedure as adopted for consideration into the waste inventories as reviewed and 

recommended to the existing science-policy panels IPCC, IPBES, IRP and UNEP GEO 

Context of reference: UNEA Resolution 5/8, para 6 

Harmonizing Resolutions 

Resolution adopted by the United Nations Environment Assembly on 2 March 2022 The United Nations 

Environment Assembly, Recalling its resolution 4/8 on sound management of chemicals and wastes, and 

stressing the urgent need to strengthen the science-policy interface at all levels to support and promote 

science-based local, national, regional and global action on the sound management of chemicals and 

waste beyond 2020, Recalling also its resolution 5/2, which approved the medium-term strategy of the 

United Nations Environment Programme for the period 2022–2025, with its sub programme on chemicals 

and pollution action, alongside those on nature action and climate action, its promotion of sound science, 

and the sharing of information and knowledge, 

The UN Right to Healthy and Sustainable Environment UNHR RES48 

 



 
 

An inclusive approach may be the legislation and Main Regulatory Agencies for Chemical Life-cycle 

Management 
Establishment of Incident-reporting mechanisms, chemical inventory and hazard communication. 

Enforcements 

Funding and Technical Support 

Data access and use of data 


