
Global Consultation on Chemicals and Waste Issues of 
Concern 11-12 July 2023

Day 2 - Hybrid meeting

12 July 2023



Global Consultation on Chemicals and Waste Issues 
of Concern

Welcome



Chemicals in Products Group 2 continued

Chemicals in Products; Hazardous Substances in the Lifecycle of Electrical and 
Electronic Products (HSLEEP); Nanotechnology and Manufactured Nanomaterials 

and 
Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFASs) and the transition to safer alternatives



Breakout Sessions – How will we work ?

• On site participants
• Please create a group of around 10 persons and discuss the questions in the agenda and on the screen.
• A template for response is available for download and filling in by the group. If you prefer, paper boards are available.

• On-line participants
• You will be moved to virtual rooms to respond to questions in groups.
� Please designate in each room:

○ a moderator, to moderate the discussion, and
○ a rapporteur, who will take notes and may report in plenary. It is proposed that the rapporteur from the group 

shares its screen and types group’s responses in the template.

� All groups:
� Designate a moderator and rapporteur for the group.
� Reporting back in plenary is optional.
� A template for response is available for download and filling in by the group. If you prefer, paper boards are available. 

Please email the group’s responses, to UNEP : Tapiwa.Nxele@un.org, cc Sandra.averous@un.org.

mailto:Tapiwa.Nxele@un.org
mailto:Sandra.averous@un.org


Chemicals in Products Group 2 - Breakout Session

• What potential international actions should be 
taken? 

o And which are priorities?

• Which international forum or instrument would 
be best placed to take the lead on international 
action on this issue?

• For the Chemicals in Products issues group 2, 
please highlight

o economic industry sectors of 
relevance, and

o linkages with other sustainability 
agendas.

1. Chemicals in Products (CiP)

2. Hazardous Substances in the Lifecycle of 
Electrical and Electronic Products 
(HSLEEP)

3. Nanotechnology and Manufactured 
Nanomaterials 

4. Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
(PFASs) and the transition to safer 
alternatives



Chemicals in Products Group 2 – Reporting back

Chemicals in Products; Hazardous Substances in the Lifecycle of 
Electrical and Electronic Products (HSLEEP); Nanotechnology and 

Manufactured Nanomaterials 
and 

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFASs) and the transition to safer 
alternatives



Chemicals in Products Group 2 – Reporting Back

• What potential international actions should be 
taken? 

o And which are priorities?

• Which international forum or instrument would 
be best placed to take the lead on international 
action on this issue?

• For the Chemicals in Products issues group 2, 
please highlight

o economic industry sectors of 
relevance, and

o linkages with other sustainability 
agendas.

1. Chemicals in Products (CiP)

2. Hazardous Substances in the Lifecycle of 
Electrical and Electronic Products 
(HSLEEP)

3. Nanotechnology and Manufactured 
Nanomaterials 

4. Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
(PFASs) and the transition to safer 
alternatives



Tea and Coffee Break



Bioactive Substances Group

Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs); Glyphosate; Neonicotinoids, 
Triclosan and Environmentally Persistent Pharmaceutical Pollutants 

(EPPPs)



Bioactive Substances Group
Zhanyun Wang, UNEP - Recording



Bio-Active Substances

Pesticides and biocides
Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs)
Glyphosate
Neonicotinoids

Triclosan

Pharmaceuticals
Environmentally persistent pharmaceutical 
pollutants (EPPPs)



(1) Complex Landscape of Actions on HHPs

International 
instruments 
and action

National 
instruments 
and action

Critieria for 
identifying 
HHPs



(1) Complex Landscape of Actions on HHPs



(1) Complex Landscape of Actions on HHPs



National and regional progress has been uneven …

• A 2018 WHO-FAO survey shows that 53 out of the 56 
countries responded have pesticide legislation

• 65% lack special provisions for HHPs

• 33% lack guidelines on the registration process 
and data requirements

• Few countries uses Guidance on HHPs for their 
registration decisions

• As of March 2019, a total of 366 individual or groups 
of pesticide active ingredients regarded as “currently 
in use” in the global market have been banned in one 
or more of 150 countries, including possible HHPs. 

(1) Complex Landscape of Actions on HHPs



(2) Needs for International Concerted Action 
on Glyphosate / Neonicotinoids / Triclosan?

Persistence in the 
environment?

Long-range 
transport potential?

Global prevalence of 
current exposure

Major sources being 
addressed globally?

Glyphosate ✅
(up to months to years 
in soil and sea water)

✅
(land-to-sea 

transport)

✅ ❌

Neonicotinoids ✅
(up to months to years 
in soil and sediment)

❌ ✅ ❌

Triclosan ❌ ❌ ✅ ❌



(3) Complex Landscape of Action on 
Glyphosate / Neonicotinoids / Triclosan

Legally binding instruments Soft-law instruments Voluntary initiatives

Glyphosate
Laws on various products; 
guideline values; labelling / 
notification

Consumer education; phase-out; 
standards

Neonicotinoids Laws on various products; 
labelling; review

Stewardship; phase-out; 
network; standards

Triclosan
Laws on various products; 
pollution prevention plan; 
registration review

Phase-out; scientific statements



Current challenges and opportunities

HHPs

 Reducing the ambiguity of the criteria for identifying HHPs
 Strengthened support for developing and transition countries in managing 

HHPs and pesticides in general, possibly through legally binding instruments 
and partnerships, including building up resources and capacities to establish 
and enforce national pesticide legislation, combatting illegal trafficking of illicit 
pesticides, and treatment of existing stockpiles

Glyphosate

 International concerted action, including assisting developing and transition 
countries to address glyphosate contamination

 Looking beyond chemical substitutions, including a transition towards 
alternatives that minimise chemical use such as agroecological techniques 
and integrated pest management

Neonicotinoids
 International concerted action, including assisting developing and transition 

countries to address neonicotinoids
 Looking beyond chemical substitutions

Triclosan

 Focusing on reduction and elimination of triclosan in all uses where no 
evidence-based health benefits are shown, including sharing assessment 
results and lesson learned.

 Looking into other antimicrobial chemicals for the same or similar uses

(4) Opportunities



(5) Current Landscape of Action on EPPPs



(5) Current Landscape of Action on EPPPs



(5) Current Landscape of Action on EPPPs



(6) Opportunities

 Expanding the scope from EPPPs to pharmaceuticals in the environment.

 Stepping up global efforts to prevent pharmaceutical pollutants from entering 
waste streams.

 Strengthened support of developing and transition countries.

 Strengthened engagement of pharmaceutical manufacturers, particularly 
multinational corporations.

 Filling in gaps associated with existing pharmaceutical pollutants.



Bio-active substances

Q&A



Breakout Sessions – How will we work ?

On site participants
• Please create a group of around 10 persons and discuss the questions in the agenda and on the screen.
• A template for response is available for download and filling in by the group. If you prefer, paper boards are available.

On-line participants
• You will be moved to virtual rooms to respond to questions in groups.
� Please designate in each room:

○ a moderator, to moderate the discussion, and
○ a rapporteur, who will take notes and may report in plenary. It is proposed that the rapporteur from the group 

shares its screen and types group’s responses in the template.

All groups:
� Designate a moderator and rapporteur for the group.
� Reporting back in plenary is optional.
� A template for response is available for download and filling in by the group. If you prefer, paper boards are available. 

Please email the group’s responses, to UNEP : Tapiwa.Nxele@un.org, cc Sandra.averous@un.org.

mailto:Tapiwa.Nxele@un.org
mailto:Sandra.averous@un.org


Bioactive Substances Group - Breakout Session
• What potential international actions should be 

taken? 
o And which are priorities?

• Which international forum or instrument would 
be best placed to take the lead on international 
action on this issue?

• For the Bioactive Substances issues group, 
please highlight

o economic industry sectors of 
relevance, and

o linkages with other sustainability 
agendas.

1. Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs)

2. Glyphosate

3. Neonicotinoids

4. Triclosan 

5. Environmentally Persistent 
Pharmaceutical Pollutants (EPPPs)



Bioactive Substances Group – Reporting back

Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs); Glyphosate; Neonicotinoids, 
Triclosan and Environmentally Persistent Pharmaceutical Pollutants 

(EPPPs)



Bioactive Substances Group – Reporting Back
• What potential international actions should be 

taken? 
o And which are priorities?

• Which international forum or instrument would 
be best placed to take the lead on international 
action on this issue?

• For the Bioactive Substances issues group, 
please highlight

o economic industry sectors of 
relevance, and

o linkages with other sustainability 
agendas.

1. Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs)

2. Glyphosate

3. Neonicotinoids

4. Triclosan 

5. Environmentally Persistent 
Pharmaceutical Pollutants (EPPPs)



Lunch



Cross-cutting issues and priorities



Cross-cutting issues and priorities
Panel discussion on issues of concern 

Reflections and experience sharing by international organizations and MEAs



Panel discussion on issues of concern:
Reflections and experience sharing by international organizations and MEAs

WHO - Lesley Onyon, head of 
chemicals unit

SAICM Secretariat - Juan Caicedo, 
programme officer.

ILO - Halshka Graczyk, Tech 
specialist

OHCHR - Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights - Ana Souza, human 
rights officer

OECD - Eeva Leinala, principal 
administrator

UNITAR - Jorge Ocana, manager

Rotterdam Secretariat - Christine 
Fuell, executive secretary ad interim

BRS Secretariat - Marylene Beau, 
programme officer

IUCN - Karine Siegwart, senior 
policy advisor



Tea and Coffee Break



Cross-cutting issues and priorities
Open plenary discussion



Next steps – Open Plenary (Mentimeter)

Q1: What are the top 5 issues you think should be 
prioritized? 

Or visit directly online: https://www.menti.com/alu6y56gykyn

https://www.menti.com/alu6y56gykyn


Next steps – Open Plenary (Mentimeter)

Q2: What key messages should the UNEP Summary 
of Views present to UNEA 6?

Or visit via your computer: https://www.menti.com/alu6y56gykyn

https://www.menti.com/alu6y56gykyn


Next steps
Ludovic Bernaudat, UNEP



Consultation process to address the UNEA resolution 5/7

Nov

Mid Sep

11 Aug

26 Jul -
15 Aug (ext)

11-12 July

Launch call for written inputs

Global Consultation on chemicals and 
waste issues of concern

Information sharing webinar
27 April

9 June

UNEA 6

Final Summary Analysis of 
Views

Progress report on views to inform 
ICCM5

Closure of call for written inputs

First draft Summary Analysis of 
Views shared for comments

Feb 2024



Call for Written Inputs on Issues of Concern

• This Global Consultation will 
complement the call for written 
inputs.
oLaunched June 9, 2023

• Currently available upon request 
to UNEP

• Deadline for submissions to be 
extended from 26 July to 15 
August.



Thank you
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