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PREAMBLE

Considering the global framework for action proddey Agenda 21 of 1992 United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development, thentasburg Plan of Implementation of 2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development and MillaomDevelopment Goals of the United
Nations,

Recognizing that the environment in which we livealy affects our health

Acknowledging the importance of ensuring the priddecof human health and the environment,

Understanding that children, the elderly and ther@we among the most vulnerable to and suffer
most from environmental deterioration,

Conscious that improving environmental health angueng sustainable economic growth are
key components of poverty reduction,

Realizing that the maintenance of health and weidp depend on environmental quality and
sustainable development;

Underlining the importance and cost-effectivendsgivang priority to preventive action,

Conscious of the urgency to take immediate cootddhaction involving all relevant government
agencies, organizations from the private sectoil, sciety, academia and media,

Aware that solutions require inter-disciplinary asrdss-sectoral interventions with experts from
physical and natural sciences, health and sodehses, development, finance and other fields,

Realizing the specific characteristics, culturabedsity and needs of the region, notably its
unprecedented economic development, rapid urbamizahd population growth and widespread
poverty,

Admitting that nations in the region are physicaliterconnected by shared bodies of water and
air,

* The World Health Report 2002, Reducing Risks, Riiimg Healthy Life, WHO



Mindful that many environmental and health issuee #@ansboundary in nature and that
globalization has highlighted the interdependerfagations, communities and individuals,

Keeping in mind existing international agreememstite protection of the ozone layer, climate
change, biodiversity conservation, the managemkeah@micals and wastes and other initiatives
related to environment and health,

Mindful of the precautionary approach and guidedhgypolluter pays principle and the norms of
good governance including civic engagement andaggaation, efficiency, equity, transparency
and accountability,

Taking note of the various efforts being undertakgnvarious countries at the national and
regional levels,

The Ministers responsible for the Environment arehlth of the Southeast Asian countries of
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao Pempl@émocratic Republic, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Yatn and the East Asian countries of China,
Japan, Mongolia and the Republic of Korea, meetiggther for the first time at Bangkok on 9
August 2007, have adopted the attached CharteheoRiegional Forum on Environment and
Health; have agreed upon the principles, visiomlgjand objectives, strategies and structures set
forth therein as the basis for their joint commibteo collective and individual country actions
and call upon their international partners to supfiee implementation of this Charter.



I. VISION

Sustainable development encompasses nurturingeadrthironment, enhancing economic growth
and social equity to reduce poverty, promoting trealth and well-being of people and
encouraging partnerships and cooperation amongusstakeholders and countries in the region.

We recognize that without environmental and heaittection development will be undermined.
Without economic growth, which is essential to ptweeduction and improving the quality of
life, protection of the environment and the promotof health will also fail.

Thus, our vision is to safeguard and enhance healththe environment, thereby promoting the
development that reduces poverty.

For that to be possible, the interplay of healttd anvironment and their role in poverty reduction
needs to be understood and addressed.

We believe this will be achieved by a national appeh that integrates the efforts of various
stakeholders in preserving the environment withpitwgection of human health and well-being.

We also believe that national efforts for enviromtiaé preservation and health protection may be
affected by development activities and the envirental and health conditions in neighbouring
countries. Thus, greater regional partnership esmperation are needed to address common
interests and threats to the region.

II. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The general objective of this regional initiative to effectively deal with the environmental
health problems within countries and among theneseby increasing the capacity of Southeast
and East Asian countries on environmental healthagement.

It aims to strengthen the cooperation of the mi@stresponsible for environment and health
within the countries and across the region by mlog a mechanism for sharing knowledge and
experiences, improving policy and regulatory frarogks at the national and regional level, and
promoting the implementation of integrated enviremtal health strategies and regulations.

Specifically, this initiative aims to assist coueg to:

(1) effectively and efficiently achieve their tatgeon Health, Environmental Sustainability,
Poverty, and Global Partnership for Development eunthe United Nation’'s Millennium
Development Goals (MDG);

(2) institutionalize the integrated management mfimnmental health at all levels within each
participating country and among the Southeast sl Esian countries through the setting up of
a coordinative institutional mechanism; and

(3) enable countries to assess priority environaidmtalth risks, develop and implement cost-
effective National Environmental Health Action RIaiNEHAP) and disseminate the same to the
various stakeholders.



lll. PRIORITIES FOR 2007-2010

Governments should addreabe health impacts and implications of the follogvpriority areas of
environmental concern at the local, national, regi@nd global levels:

e Air quality

e Water supply, hygiene and sanitation

* Solid and hazardous waste

» Toxic chemicals and hazardous substances

« Climate change, ozone depletion and ecosystem eksang

e Contingency planning, preparedness and resporawvironmental health emergencies

In addressing these priorities, countries can heeglby the following criteria:

« areas where environmental conditions create or termleate the greatest burden on disease
and mortality;

e emerging significant risks where impact informatioay not yet be fully available;

* vulnerable population groups; and

e environmental management systems under the threaleterioration due to aging and
environmental degradation.

The importance of multisectoral planning and comityumobilization should be kept in mind.
The adoption of healthy lifestyles and other préwenmeasures should be underscored. The
need for joint efforts and regional and internagiictooperation should be acknowledged.

Capacity building, information dissemination, edi@ma training and further studies should be
promoted.

IV. STRUCTURE

The implementation of this Charter will require tfeemation of an organizational structure to
achieve the intent and objectives laid out in tusument.

Q) Regional Forum -

The Ministers of the Environment and Health agencfthe member countries will meet in a
Regional Forum which is held within every threergedhe Forum shall:

(a) provide overall guidance to strategic directiond anpervision of the initiative;

(b) ensure the continued quality and relevance ofttematic focus of the initiative;

(c) formulate recommendations on the implementatiorthef consensus established by the
Forum;

(d) oversee the implementation of agreements reachethgduhe Regional Forum;

(e) review activities in terms of consistency with thanciples, goals and objectives and
priorities defined in this Charter;

()  ensure better coordination among member countridgpartner agencies in addressing the
priorities identified during the Regional Forumgdan



(g) work with existing recognized regional centres agianal collaborating centres for
excellence to provide technical support to the Foru

International partners will be invited to server@source persons to the Regional Forum.
2) Thematic Working Groups —

Thematic Working Groups (TWG) on specific priorigsues will be created. The topics to be
tackled will be discussed and approved as regiomadities during the Regional Forum.

Members of each TWG will come from member countc@scerned with a specific issue or have
expertise which can be shared to benefit other reesnbA Chair of each TWG will be selected
from government agencies of member countries. ¢dgmtatives from the private sector,
academe, civil society, regional centres, insoiusi other regional and global initiatives tackling
a particular priority issue may also be invitecbecome part of the TWG. Attached as Annex A
are the terms of reference of the TWG.

3) Advisory Board —

An Advisory Board, composed of the Chairs of TWGsl dhe Chair and Vice Chair of the
Regional Forum, will be established. The Advis@dgard will meet regularly to review
independently scientific information and ensuretdretcoordination among the TWGs in
addressing the priorities identified by the Regidf@rum and to cooperate with the secretariat in
fulfilling its responsibilities in preparing for ¢hnext Regional Forum.

(4) Secretariat -

The WHO and UNEP will serve as the joint Secretaoasupport the operations of the Regional
Forum and the TWGs. The Secretariat will providg-tb-day management of this regional
initiative and will be responsible for:

(@) collecting information from member countries onngligant and/or innovative initiatives
related to environmental health management wittsia/Ar where relevant outside the Region,
which will include documenting the information inn aeasily retrievable manner and
disseminating it to members through electronic tgsla

(b) maintaining an overview and monitoring the impleta¢gion of NEHAPs or equivalent
plans developed by member countries to facilitaighange of experiences among its members
during the formulation and implementation of suattidn Plans;

(c) providing technical and administrative support tenmbers who are organizing events that
take place under the umbrella of the initiatived an

(d) assisting the Regional Forum in resource mobilirafior implementing and expanding
activities of its member countries.

V. ENTITLEMENTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Every individual is entitled to an environment tharmits the achievement of the highest

possible quality of life and access to informatérd participation in the entire decision-making
process.



All parties, be they government, civil society uding nongovernmental organizations (NGO),

media, individuals, the private sector or partngergies, are accountable for their actions and
should evaluate their activities and implement tlierm manner that protects people’s health and
the health of ecosystems. They should activelyeshidormation and contribute their resources

to the protection of the environment and healtthatiocal, national, regional and global level.

All government agencies, both national and localutd provide a policy that proactively
engages others on more effectively addressing @mviental health issues. The ministries
responsible for health and environment should shafermation and expertise, make
collaborative decisions and work together towatdsdevelopment and implementation of their
NEHAPSs or equivalent plans.

It is the duty of government agencies and autleritd protect people in their area and enable
them to protect themselves. Authorities are reside for assessing environmental health risks
and environmental management systems within thela @and should choose the most cost-
effective and affordable interventions to manages¢hrisks and provide the necessary resources
to do so. They should also ensure that activitiedettaken within their jurisdiction do not
damage the environment and be accountable for @ment and health of their constituents,
other areas, the nation, the region and the world.

The private sector is responsible for assessingrigks commercial ventures impose on the
environment and people’s health and for adoptingsuges to minimize them by prioritizing
sound preventive strategies, implementing pollutontrol and investing in research to develop
cleaner technologies. They are accountable atdelifor any adverse consequences of their
operations and products and should integrate catpaocial responsibility into their operations.

The media plays a key role in creating awarenesstagmvironmental health problems and their
solutions, developing values and a constructivdooktthat fosters public vigilance towards
environmental preservation and health protectitirthe media are given access to newsworthy,
detailed and accurate information, they can comoaiaisuch issues to the general public in a
timely and responsible manner.

Civil society, including nongovernmental organipat play a critical role in disseminating
information, raising public awareness, implementomgjects and brokering partnerships which
encourage communities, governments and the priwsetor to work together towards
environment and health protection.

Countries and partner agencies of this regiondiative are entitled to access available
information on environmental health and are, imtuencouraged to share information and
expertise with the other members.

VI. STRATEGIES

To protect health and the environment a compreliemange of strategies need to be adopted.
Policies which protect and enhance the environrteithprove the living conditions and quality
of life of the people need to be put in place tiglowenforceable legislation and other legal

instruments. Standards should be based on theavwedable scientific information and be
regularly reviewed to account for new knowledge amrging technologies.



To address the transboundary nature of some emeéntal and health issues and to minimize the
dumping and transferring of environmentally damggtechnologies and products from one
country to another, the harmonization of standardkpolicies should be explored.

Priority should be given to preventive rather tltamative approaches through the promotion of
healthy behavior and cleaner, appropriate and effsttive technologies, the adoption of
environmental management systems and the promotibnsustainable production and

consumption. In this regard, the importance of propperation and maintenance of existing
facilities, plants, equipment and devices shoulddoegnized.

Public—private sector partnerships, such as invastnm the provision of essential infrastructure,
should be promoted to build on the strengths ofhesector to more effectively deal with
environmental health issues.

Environment-friendly technologies and products $thdae promoted while reduction, reuse and
recycling of waste materials should be encouraged.

The importance of a healthy lifestyle and persdiygliene should be promoted through effective
risk communication, education and other intervergio

Risks and impacts on health should be made anraitggrt of the environmental impact
assessment system.

More studies showing the links between the enviramnand health should be undertaken at both
the national and regional levels as basis for pard action.

Regulatory tools should be complemented with the af economic instruments and social
networks. User fees, pollution charges and attamket-based instruments should be adopted to
provide an economic incentive

for reducing pollution and risks to public healtthe community's social capital and corporate
social responsibility should be used where appadgtio enhance their voluntary contributions to
the improvement of health and the environment.

More work should be done on the economic valuatibthe adverse impacts of environmental

degradation on health as well as the benefitseptleventative and corrective actions undertaken
to give decision-makers and the public a betteretgtdnding of the real costs of damaging the
environment.

Public disclosure of environmental performance suess polluters to comply and governments
to enforce existing laws and regulations while ggéring good performers and encouraging
them to do better is a strategy which should beemadely explored.

Existing information systems should be strengthaaretioutput made more accessible and shared
among countries. For this, an effective monitoramgl evaluation system should be set up that
provides information on such matters as environaleqiality, health impacts, standards and the

effectiveness of policies and measures adoptea eVhluation of strategies should be based on
relevant indices and if necessary, revised basdbebavaluation.

Recognizing that successful and effective enviramale health management requires the
involvement of a large number of government depantisy organizations from the private sector,
civil society, academia, labour and media, all skatders should be actively engaged in



identifying problems and finding solutions, and the process, building ownership and
commitment.

Capacity building of countries, including the usdessons learned and best available knowledge,
should be pursued.

Special attention should be paid to contingencymlag and disaster preparedness and response,
with priority given to setting up early warning &ysis.

Technical cooperation should be promoted at evewgllto support the implementation of
national and international environmental healthdglines, to cope with national and global issues
and local concerns.

VII. THE WAY FORWARD

D Member countries of the Southeast and EastnAR&gion should:

- undertake the best possible actions availabkdtiress and eventually reverse the trend
of environmental degradation and its negative imhpachealth to ensure the implementation of
global and regional agreements such as the MDGs;

- establish and/or strengthen existing interageaoy multisectoral technical working
groups and national coordination mechanisms/preseasd link them with other countries in the
region to facilitate capacity building, the exchangf information, technology, resources and
learning;

- prepare and regularly update a NEHAP or equitglans and ensure its implementation
so that priority environmental health issues indbentry are effectively addressed,;

- build the capacity of various stakeholders tobémaheir mobilization in support of the
implementation of the NEHAP;

- strengthen collaboration among themselves anderothegional and global
intergovernmental bodies on transboundary, regi@mal global environmental health issues,
including attendance at the Regional Forum;

- strongly advocate for adequate budgets and ressuor the environment and health
sectors within their countries;

- ensure that this Charter adopted at this meesngidely disseminated within each
country and across the Region in the languagdsedRegion.

2) International partner organizations are enogeaao:

- support this regional initiative by providing appriate technical and financial assistance,
information sharing and expertise;

- support the development and implementation of NBHnd equivalent plans;

- intensify coordination and cooperation among tbelres to build synergies, prevent
duplication and optimize the use of resources.



- ensure proper coordination with existing intergamental processes.

3) Countries and partner organizations should virithe widest possible
endorsement of this Charter to ensure the attaihoféts objectives.

(4) Ministers responsible for the Environment andakh of Southeast and East Asian
countries should meet again within three yearsssess both national and regional progress and
to agree on specific actions to reduce significamtironmental threats to health as swiftly as
possible.
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ANNEX A

Terms of Reference for the Thematic Working GroupgTWG)

To support the achievement of the objectives of Regional Forum, the Thematic Working
Groups (TWG) shall be responsible for:

1.

Knowledge management and technical support
facilitate the exchange of information, lessonsried and best practices across countries;
provide technical support to members through adoespecific experts and facilities.

Progress reporting to the Regional Forum

agreeing on core environmental health indicatoegifip to the theme covered by the TWG
documenting current status as baseline to benchpnagkess

consolidating/synthesizing environmental healthgpees and impact at the regional level.

Coordination and advocacy

advocate actions based on the recommendationg &dbional Forum

promote the integration of priority thematic acgoimto the national environmental health
action plans or equivalent plans

provide guidance on how existing activities cantabaote to the general goals of national
environmental health action plan or equivalent pland the Regional Forum

promote the coordination of various (issue—specigtional and donor-supported activities
within the country and the region

disseminate information on activities being undateand their impacts

Resource Mobilization

Prioritize activities for which funding and othetditional support is required; and,

In coordination with the secretariat, identify pbtes sources including partner organizations
that could support the implementation of said fiyaactivities.



