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Key recommendation

Increased integration and engagement 

of the chemicals and biodiversity 

sectors at the national, regional and 

international levels, leading to an 

increased awareness and actions for 

the global sound management of 

mercury throughout its life cycle. 



COP-4 requested the secretariat to prepare a report, including possible 

recommendations, on how the Convention could contribute to the post-

2020 global biodiversity framework for consideration by COP-5.

Minamata COP decision MC-4/12



Global Biodiversity Framework – 4 goals & 23 targets



Mercury & Target 7 – pollution

IPBES Global Assessment

Pollution as one of the main drivers of 

biodiversity loss. Heavy metals identified as one 

of the “big 5” pollutants.

Zero draft post-2020 GBF

Target 7 to “reduce pollution from all sources…”

but did not mention mercury or heavy metals.

First draft post-2020 GBF

Target 7 now mentions “pollution from all 

sources, [including mercury and other heavy 

metals]…”

Expert meeting in Montreal

Removal of mercury from Target 7

Adoption of the Kunming-Montreal GBF

Target 7: Reduce pollution risks and the 

negative impact of pollution from all sources, by 

2030, […] reducing the overall risk of highly 

hazardous chemicals by at least half...



Mercury & Target 6 – managing invasive alien species



Co-benefits from coherent biodiversity and mercury action

Global Biodiversity Framework & Minamata Convention

Kunming - Montreal

Global Biodiversity

Framework



Entry points GBF <-> Minamata Convention: 21 out of 23 targets



National level opportunities



Opportunities at national level to generate co-benefits

Five core provisions of the Minamata Convention as main entry points for enhancing co-benefits: 

• Assessment of impacts of mercury on the environment

• Assessment of social, economic and cultural impacts, particularly in respect of vulnerable populations

• Artisanal and small-scale mercury mining
• Monitoring the presence and movement of mercury in the environment 

• Remediation of mercury contaminated sites



Opportunities at national level to generate co-benefits

Impact 

on the 

environment

Social, 

economic 

and cultural 

impacts

ASGM



Opportunities at national level to generate co-benefits



Indigenous Peoples, 
biodiversity 
and ASGM



Indigenous peoples, local communities: mercury in ASGM

Credit: CINCIA

Mercury used in ASGM directly impacts the health, 
livelihoods and culture of Indigenous peoples who are 
engaged in the mining, who live near ASGM sites and even 
those who live far from ASGM sites.

The needs and priorities of indigenous peoples and local 
communities in relation to mercury used in ASGM are 
dependent on many factors.

Like other extractive activities, ASGM activities should 
start with FPIC (free, prior and informed consent) of the 
potentially affected indigenous peoples, and local 
communities and progress to establishing partnerships.

Parties are encouraged to engage indigenous peoples, 
local communities and other relevant stakeholders in the 
development of NAPs as well as in the review of progress 
in the implementation of article 7.



Brazilian Amazon
● 61,8% in Brazil
● 61,5% of Brazil

● Almost twice the
size of India

● 30 mi people



Indigenous Territories
● 28% of the

Amazon

Indigenous Territories 
officially recognized
● 21,2% of the BR 

Amazon



+ Protected Natural areas
= 43,7% of BR Amazon

Officially recognized
Indigenous Territories

• 22,1% of BR Amazon



Deforestation



Waiãpi Indigenous 
Territory

- 119 
communities

- 1600+ people

Tumucumaque 
Mountains National 
Park

- One employee 
in in the last year



Indigenous Peoples Platform



Indigenous peoples, local communities: publications



Indigenous peoples, local communities: publications

Credit: CINCIA



Common International Classification of Ecosystem Services 

(CICES)

Mapping mercury – ecosystem services pathways

mapped pathways to 33 ecosystem services 



Planning and financing 
mercury & biodiversity action



National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans



National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans



Example National Mercury Target



Resource mobilization – GEF



Resource mobilization – GEF

The funding package includes support for 136 countries and has 
a significant focus on action to address species and habitat 
loss, in line with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework. It spans 94 percent of all countries eligible for GEF 
support, which include developing countries, countries with 
economies in transition, Least Developed Countries, and Small 
Island Developing States.

Global Biodiversity Framework Fund



Resource mobilization – GEF 

GEF-8 Integrated Programs



Resource mobilization – GEF 



What to expect at COP-5



Proposed draft decision

Encourages parties, through their operational focal points of the GEF, to integrate mercury action into projects developed 

under the biodiversity focal area and integrated programmes of the eighth replenishment of the GEF trust fund, as well 

as through the new Global Biodiversity Framework Fund;

Also encourages parties and invites other Governments and local and subnational governments, as well as relevant 

organizations and stakeholders, as appropriate, to: 

(a) Promote research on the impacts of mercury on biodiversity and ecosystem functions and services; 

(b) Reflect national mercury reduction and control measures in their revised or updated national biodiversity 

strategies and action plans to align with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework; 

(c) Share the experience gained to promote coordination and integration of biodiversity- and mercury-related priorities 

through policy development and implementation, including lessons learned and challenges faced; 

(d) Disseminate information on actions that can generate co-benefits for the Minamata Convention and the 

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework;

Requests the secretariat to continue supporting the relevant processes to improve coherence among multilateral 

environmental agreements, including the Liaison Group of Biodiversity-related Conventions;

Also requests the secretariat, subject to the availability of resources, to support parties and other stakeholders in sharing their 

experience, as per paragraph 4 above, and to compile and synthesize the information gathered and 

prepare a draft road map, including possible actions and indicators, to support parties in demonstrating and maximizing the 

co-benefits arising from the implementation of the Minamata Convention and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 

Framework, for consideration by the COP at its sixth meeting.
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