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➢ 186 Parties

➢ 34 Persistent Organic Pollutants 
(POPs) +review process

➢ Control production, use, 
import/export, waste, unintentional 
releases of POPs

Strategic Approach to International 
Chemicals Management (SAICM)

Montreal Protocol 
(Ozone Depleting Substances)

Stockholm Convention

Minamata Convention on Mercury

Basel Convention

Global agreements for sound 
management of chemicals and waste

Rotterdam Convention

➢ 165 Parties

➢ 55 chemicals +review process

➢ PIC procedure for Annex III 
chemicals, information exchange

➢ 191 Parties

➢ Hazardous wastes/other wastes

➢ Environmentally sound 
management (ESM)

➢ Prevention and minimization

➢ PIC procedure (control 
transboundary movements)



Persistent organic pollutants

A group of organic compounds that possess characteristics of: 

• Persistence

• Bio-accumulation

• Adverse effects

• Potential for long-range environmental transport



Restriction
Acceptable purposes

Under review
POPs Review Committee

Unintentional releases
BAT/BEP

Elimination
Specific exemptions

Annex A

Annex C

Annex B

Plastics-related chemicals under the Stockholm Convention

Long-chain PFCAs

MCCPs

PFOS, its salts and PFOSF

PFHxS, its salts and PFHxS-
related compounds

PFOA, its salts and PFOA-
related compounds

SCCPs
PCNs

PCBs

HBCDD

DecaBDE

TetraBDE and PentaBDE (C-PentaBDE)

Dioxins and furans

Dechlorane Plus

UV-328

Hexabromobiphenyl

HexaBDE and HeptaBDE (C-OctaBDE)

HCBD

Mirex

34 POPs
17 plastics-related chemicals





BC-14/12: 
Plastic Waste 
Amendments

Y48
Annex II
Plastic waste, 
including mixtures 

A3210
Annex VIII
Hazardous plastic waste

B3011
Annex IX
Clean plastic waste for 
recycling

Prior 
Informed
Consent
(PIC)

Basel Convention: Technical guidelines on the 
environmentally sound management of plastic waste

Effective 1 Jan 2021

Adopted at the COP-16 in May 2023: UNEP/CHW.16/6/Add.3/Rev.1

http://www.basel.int/Portals/4/Basel%20Convention/docs/plastic%20waste/UNEP-CHW.16-6-Add.3-Rev.1.English.pdf


Evaluation of the continued need for PFOS

• Hard metal plating in closed-loop systems 

• Fire-fighting foam for liquid fuel vapour 
suppression and Class B fires in installed 
systems, including both mobile and fixed 
systems

• Photo masks in semiconductor/LCD

• Decorative metal plating

• Parts for color printers/color copy 
machines

• Insecticides for red imported fire 
ants/termites

• Chemically driven oil production

• Carpets; Leather/apparel; 
Textile/upholstery; Paper/packaging; 
Coatings/coating addtives; Rubber/plastics

• Insect baits with sulfluramid (CAS 
No. 4151-50-2) as an active 
ingredient for control of leaf-cutting 
ants from Atta spp. and Acromyrmex 
spp. for agricultural use only

• Photo-imaging

• Photo-resist/anti-refletive coatings for 
semiconductors

• Etching agent for compound 
semiconductors and ceramic filters

• Hard metal plating in closed-loop

• Aviation hydraulic fluids

• Certain medical devices

• Fire-fighting foam

Every 4 years (2015, 2019, 2023…)



Unintentional releases

Dioxins, furans, PCNs, PCBs, HCBD, hexachlorobenzene, pentachlorobenzene 

Best available technique and best environmental practices (BAT/BEP)



How is the transparency and traceability of POPs in products and 
articles ensured under the Stockholm Convention?

Article 6, paragraph 1:

(a) Develop appropriate strategies for identifying:

(i) Stockpiles consisting of or containing chemicals 
listed in Annex A or B;

(ii) Products and articles in use and wastes consisting 
of, containing or contaminated with a chemical 
listed in Annex A, B or C;

(b) Identify, to the extent practicable, stockpiles consisting of 
or containing chemicals listed in Annex A or B on the 
basis of the strategies.



Bisphenol A

Dibutyl phthalate

Di-2-ethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP)

Benzyl butyl phthalate

Nonylphenol

Plastics-related chemicals not covered by global regulations



A Party submits a 
proposal with 

information specified 
in Annex D

POPRC decides 
whether the proposal 
fulfills the screening 
criteria in Annex D

POPRC develops a 
risk profile (Annex E 

information) and 
decides whether:

POPRC develops RME 
(Annex F socio-economic 
considerations); makes a 
recommendation to COP

COP decides 
whether to list the 
chemical in Annex 

A, B and/or C

Proposal Screening Risk Profile
Risk 

management COP decision1 2 3 4 5

Decision-making flow for listing a chemical in Annex A, B and/or C

The chemical is likely as a result of its long-range environmental transport 
to lead to significant adverse human health and/or environmental effects 
such that global action is warranted.





Disposal

Imports

Production Transport

Distribution

Storage

Use

Recycling

Exports

Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure
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Thank you!

Kei Ohno Woodall

Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam 

and Stockholm conventions 

11-13 chemin des Anémones 

CH 1219 Châtelaine, Geneva 

Tel.: +41 22 917 8201

Email: kei.ohno@un.org
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