
10  October 2023,  13:00 – 14:30 (CET)

GLOBAL MERCURY PARTNERSHIP

WASTE MANAGEMENT AREA MEETING



OPENING
Opening remarks by the Area Lead 
• Dr. Asari Misuzu Asari
• Mr. Motoharu Yatani (MOEJ)



Program
13:00 – 13:05 Opening remarks Dr. Misuzu Asari and Mr. 

Motoharu Yatani (MOEJ)

13:05 – 13:15 Update of WMA activities Takashi Nishida 
(EXRI)

13:15 – 13:20 Introduction of new members Dr. Misuzu Asari

13:20 – 13:35 Update of GMP activities Imelda Dossou Etui
(GMP Secretariat)

13:35 – 13:55 Update of work on mercury waste fact 
sheet 

Nicolas Humez
(ISWA)

13:55 – 14:10 Insights and challenges from the 
implementation of SIP Project in Jordan

Reema Mustafa
(Ministry of Environment,

Jordan)
14:10 – 14:20 Key issues and developments towards 

COP 5 
Eisaku Toda

(Minamata Convention 
Secretariat)

14:20 – 14:25 Any other business

14:25 – 14:30 Closing remarks Dr. Misuzu Asari



UPDATE OF WMA ACTIVITIES
(TAKASHI NISHIDA (EXRI))



Update of Waste Management Area activities

UNEP Global Mercury Partnership
2nd Mercury Waste Management Area Meeting 2023

10 October 2023



• Mercury waste management
• Artisanal and small-scale gold mining
• Mercury releases from coal 

combustion
• Mercury cell chlor-alkali production
• Mercury in products
• Mercury air transport and fate research
• Mercury supply and storage, and 
• Mercury releases from the cement 

industry

Overview of the Global Mercury Partnership and the Waste Management Area

• The Global Mercury Partnership (GMP) is a voluntary partnership established in 2005 in response to the
decision at the governing council of UNEP, aiming at protecting human and environment from mercury.

• The Partnership is structured around eight priorities for action (Partnership Areas*). The area dedicated
to the environmentally sound management (ESM) of mercury is the Waste Management Area (WMA).

Partnership area

”To promote the environmentally sound management of 
mercury wastes by developing and disseminating relevant 
materials, enhancing capacities and awareness and providing 
specific solutions at the global, regional, national, and local 
levels.” 

Objective of the WMA

Structure and characteristics of the WMA
• Lead by Dr. Misuzu Asari and Ministry of the Environment 

Japan, supported by EX Research Institute (WMA Sec.).
• Largest areas among eight partnership areas
• Consists of various stakeholders (governments, IGOs, NGOs, 

Industries, Academia) from all regions.



Overview of the Global Mercury Partnership and the Waste Management Area

• Activities of the WMA are guided by “the WMA Activity Plan (2022-2024)”, which was developed in
consultation with partners of the WMA, taking into account its activities before 2020 and needs survey
on mercury waste management conducted in 2021.

• Resource person list
• Catalogue of technologies and services on 

mercury waste management
• Business plan etc…

WMA activities (-2020)

• Capacity-building and technical assistance
• Regulatory arrangement, development of 

guidance and tools
• Financial resources / project deployment

Needs survey (2021)

Activities on following areas and the 
establishment of corresponding working 
groups

WMA Activity Plan (2022-2024)

Resource development / refinement

Capacity-building and 
awareness-raising

Solution exchange



Activity of the WMA-Working Groups

• Members of the working groups (consisting of WMA partners; self-nominated) undertakes relevant
activities in line with the workplan developed by WGs considering the WMA Activity Plan (2022-2024).

Working Group 1

Resource development / 
refinement

• List of facilities on mercury wastes treatment
• Factsheet on the management of certain types of mercury wastes
• Review Resource Person List with expertise on mercury wastes management
• Training materials

• Webinar in cooperation with other Partnership areas
• Compilation of good practices on mercury wastes management
• Workshop for specific sectors and stakeholders

• Platform for matchmaking between stakeholders in needs and solution-providers

Working Group 2

Capacity-building and 
awareness-raising

Working Group 3

Solution exchange



Activity of the WMA-Working Groups

• WG1 has mainly been working on the development of factsheet which provides practical guidance to
practitioners on how to handle specific types of mercury wastes. WG1 has (almost) finalized a factsheet
for non-electronic measuring devices containing mercury.

Working Group 1

Resource development / 
refinement

• List of facilities on mercury wastes treatment
• Factsheet on the management of certain types of mercury wastes
• Review Resource Person List with expertise on mercury wastes management
• Training materials

Achievement so far Potential future actions

• Developed a template and identified priority
mercury wastes for factsheets.

• Developed a factsheet for non-electronic
measuring devices containing mercury.

• Considered a way to digitalize the catalogues
on mercury waste management and other
information including the mapping of mercury
waste treatment facilities and others

• Develop another set of factsheets.
• Consider ways and take actions to digitalize

the catalogue and other information.



Activity of the WMA-Working Groups

• WG1 has mainly been working on the development of factsheet which provides practical guidance to
practitioners on how to handle specific types of mercury wastes. WG1 has (almost) finalized a factsheet
for non-electronic measuring devices containing mercury.

Factsheet for non-electronic measuring devices

• Introduction
• Impact on Health and the Environment
• Classification
• Temporary storage and storage pending 

treatment
• Environmentally sound treatment
• Traceability



Activity of the WMA-Working Groups

• WG2 has mainly been working on organizing or contributing to webinars / events related to mercury
wastes management in close cooperation with other partnership areas (product, supply and storage,
chlor-alkali), secretariat of the Minamata Convention and others.

Achievement so far Potential future actions

• Organized or contributed to various webinars
and events in cooperation with other
partnership area and secretariat of the
Minamata and BRS Conventions with support
of the GMP secretariat in following areas.
‐ ESM of lights containing mercury
‐ Excess mercury from Chlor-alkali industries
‐ Oil and gas etc…

• Continue contributing to relevant events.

• Webinar in cooperation with other Partnership areas
• Compilation of good practices on mercury wastes management
• Workshop for specific sectors and stakeholders

Working Group 2

Capacity-building and 
awareness-raising



Activity of the WMA-Working Groups

• WG2 has mainly been working on organizing or contributing to webinars / events related to mercury
wastes management in close cooperation with other partnership areas (product, supply and storage,
chlor-alkali), secretariat of the Minamata Convention and others.

Side event at the BRS COP in June 2023

Title Mercury waste management

Date 5 May 2023

Organized Minamata Sec, Burkina Faso, 
Switzerland, BRS Sec, UNEP-GMP

Contents • Mercury waste thresholds
• Technical guidelines on mercury 

wastes under the Basel Convention
• Factsheet on mercury wastes
• Mercury wastes in developing 

countries
• Panel discussion

Virtual event on mercury from oil and gas sector

Title Managing mercury along the oil and 
gas value chains: sharing of experience 
and best practices

Date 8 July 2023

Organized UNEP-GMP (supply and storage/waste)

Contents • Global mercury hotspots
• Mercury management in 

petroleum refining
• Managing mercury waste from the 

oil and gas sector
• ESM of mercury waste from the oil 

and gas



Activity of the WMA-Working Groups

• WG3 has successfully developed an operational manual and a leaflet for outreach.
• Further cooperation from partners are needed to transition to the pilot phase.

Achievement so far Potential future actions

• Developed a concept and operational manual
on solution exchange

• Developed a leaflet for outreach

• Find stakeholder who can contribute to the
solution exchange platform for pilot phase

• Platform for matchmaking between stakeholders in needs and solution-providers

Working Group 3

Solution exchange



Activity of the WMA-Working Groups

• WG3 has successfully developed an operational manual and a leaflet for outreach.
• Further cooperation from partners are needed to transition to the pilot phase.

Concept of the solution-exchange platform

1. Query poser asks Solution Exchange (SE) for solutions.
2. Facilitator checks the request and sorts it into 3 streams.
3. Facilitator formulate a ‘Query’ and post it to the CoP.
4. Community members provides relevant information.
5. A survey undertaken to collect supplementary

information.
6. Facilitator compiles information and prepares a

Consolidated reply (CR).
7. Facilitator holds a consultation with requestor and

presents CR.
8. Facilitator hold a Solution Exchange Meeting.
9. Matchmaking is offered to the query poser.
10. Facilitator periodically follows the progress and update

the implementation status.
11. Pprocesses and results of the case are summarized for

publication.



INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS



Waste Management Area New Partners

Partner Type City/Country Approval date

CLASP NGO Washington DC, USA 27.12.2022

Say No To Mercury NGO South Yarra, Australia 23.08.2023

Basel Convention Regional Centre 
for South America (CRBAS)

Intergovernmental 
Organisation Argentina 21.09.2023

United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime

Intergovernmental 
Organisation Austria 21.09.2023

Development Indian Ocean 
Network (DION) 

NGO Vacoas, Mauritius 28.06.2023

The Impact Facility NGO Gloucestershire, UK 28.06.2023

Ministère de l'Environnement et 
des Ressources Forestières, Togo

Government Lome, Togo 23.03.2023

Asociación COLNODO NGO Bogota, Colombia 19.07.2022

BlackForest Solutions GmbH Other (Consultancy) Berlin, Germany 03.06.2022

Alchemy Mining Group, Inc. Industry / private sector Vancouver, Canada 12.05.2022

Qa3 Industry / private sector Winchester, UK 12.05.2022



UPDATE OF GMP ACTIVITIES

IMELDA DOSSOU ETUI
(GMP SECRETARIAT)



Update from the Secretariat of the Global 
Mercury Partnership

18

Annual meeting of the UNEP Global Mercury 
Partnership Area on Hg Waste Management



The Global Mercury 
Partnership in 2023
• Overall Goal: to protect human health and the environment from the releases 

of mercury.

• Priorities: 
o Support timely and effective implementation of the Minamata 

Convention
o Provide knowledge and science on mercury 
o Deliver outreach and awareness raising towards global action

• New members since PAG-13: Alchemy Mining Group Inc., Basel Convention 
Regional Centre for South America (CRBAS), BlackForest Solutions GmbH, 
CLASP, COLNODO, Development Indian Ocean Network (DION), Dialogos, EAM 
Environmental Inc., GEOMAR, Melanin Foundation, Qa3, Say no to Mercury, 
Tellus Holdings Limited, The Impact Facility, TAUW bv, Togo, United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime

• To date: 255 partners from

o Governments 
o Intergovernmental organizations 
o Non-governmental organizations 
o Industry, private sector 
o Academia, scientific community and 
o Others

19



Recent Events
Meeting of the Partnership Area on Hg in Products – 25 April 2023

Phasing-down the use of Dental Amalgam Global kick-off meeting – 28 
April 2023

BRS COPs Side event: Mercury Waste Management – 9 May 2023
Transitioning to Mercury-Free Lighting in Asia-Pacific Countries – 19 to 
20 June 2023
U.S Department of State Mercury Grants on Artisanal and Small-scale 
Gold Mining – 26 June 2023
Mercury releases from Coal Combustion Area Meeting & 15th Multi-
pollution Emissions from Coal workshop (MEC15) – 11 July 2023

• Meeting of the Partnership Area on Mercury air transport and fate 
research – 6 October 2023 

• Mercury and Vulnerable People: Pathways to Protection – COP5 virtual 
side event – 9 October 2023

https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/mercury-products-partnership-area-2023-meeting
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/phasing-down-use-dental-amalgam-global-kick-meeting
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/phasing-down-use-dental-amalgam-global-kick-meeting
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/brs-cops-side-event-mercury-waste-management-9-may-2023
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/workshop/transitioning-mercury-free-lighting-asia-pacific-countries
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/workshop/transitioning-mercury-free-lighting-asia-pacific-countries
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/webinar-us-department-state-mercury-grants-artisanal-and-small-scale-gold-mining
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/webinar-us-department-state-mercury-grants-artisanal-and-small-scale-gold-mining
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/mercury-releases-coal-combustion-area-meeting-15th-multi-pollutant-emissions-coal
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/mercury-releases-coal-combustion-area-meeting-15th-multi-pollutant-emissions-coal
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/mercury-air-transport-and-fate-research-partnership-area-2023-meeting
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/mercury-air-transport-and-fate-research-partnership-area-2023-meeting
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/mercury-and-vulnerable-people-pathways-protection-cop5-virtual-side-event
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/mercury-and-vulnerable-people-pathways-protection-cop5-virtual-side-event


Managing mercury along the oil and gas value chains: sharing of 

experience and best practices – Virtual event – 18 July 2023 

Objectives

Exchange on existing best practices in 
managing Hg emissions, releases and 
waste along the oil and gas value 
chains.

Share experiences from countries 
and relevant stakeholders.

Identify possible next steps for effective 
implementation of best practices.

https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/managing-
mercury-along-oil-and-gas-value-chains-sharing-experience-and-best

https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/managing-mercury-along-oil-and-gas-value-chains-sharing-experience-and-best
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/events/unep-event/managing-mercury-along-oil-and-gas-value-chains-sharing-experience-and-best


Upcoming Events and 
Meetings

22

Addressing mercury pollution and biodiversity: from science to 
action – COP5 virtual side event – 12 October 2023

Meeting of the Partnership Area on Mercury supply and 
storage – 13 October 2023

Fifth Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention –
30 October to 3 November 2023

Fourteenth meeting of the Partnership Advisory Group (PAG-
14) – December 2023 (TBC)

Others – (TBC)



Mercury from the non-ferrous metals mining and smelting – Q1 2024 

(TBC) 

Managing Mercury from Non-ferrous Metals Mining and Smelting: existing best practices and tools

Knowledge sharing on best 
practices in the management of 
Hg emissions, releases and wastes

Global communication about 
countries and stakeholders’ 
experiences 

Discussion on next steps



Reminder – Newsletter -
E-mailings

New website: Home | Global Mercury Partnership (unep.org)
Currently updating PAs webpages, Business Plans and Factsheets 

https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/


Any question?

For further information and 
assistance:

• Stephanie.laruelle@un.org

• Imelda.dossouetui@un.org

Thank you very much!

25

mailto:Stephanie.laruelle@un.org
mailto:Imelda.dossouetui@un.org


UPDATE OF WORK ON MERCURY 
WASTE FACT SHEET 

NICOLAS HUMEZ (ISWA)



GMP-WMA
10/10/2023 - Online

WG 1



Fact Sheets on ESM for selected mercury waste streams

The structure is a compendium of Fact Sheets with

A common section
● Introduction

o Context in which the fact sheets have been developed, their purpose,
o Overview of mercury’s impacts on human health and the environment,
o Minamata & Basel Conventions and technical guidelines
o Generic Fact & Figures

● Key steps in the environmentally sound management of mercury waste and common features
o Pretreatment
o Distillation
o Stabilisation & Final disposal

● Glossary of key terms
● Useful references

A serie of Fact Sheets (see selection in the draft document)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15QNT0iBzsyET1-q0HBSIOfAGE1DQI5zw/edit


Digitalisation of the Catalog

An example of what we can do…

https://lookerstudio.google.com/reporting/199d00e3-016b-4930-886d-ecfbceb80522/page/BiTKD


INSIGHTS AND CHALLENGES FROM 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SIP 
PROJECT IN JORDAN

REEMA MUSTAFA
(MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, JORDAN)



KEY ISSUES AND DEVELOPMENTS 
TOWARDS COP5

EISAKU TODA
(MINAMATA CONVENTION SECRETARIAT)



5th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Minamata Convention on Mercury

Global Mercury Partnership Waste Management Area Meeting, 10 Oct 2023
Secretariat of the Minamata convention



Starting in early September 2023, COP-5 documents are 
available on the website.
https://www.minamataconvention.org/en/meetings/cop5

Minamata Convention COP-5, 30 Oct – 3 Nov 2023

https://www.minamataconvention.org/en/meetings/cop5


Agenda, Annotated Agenda, List of documents

Available in 
languages on 

the 
Convention’s 

website.



Item 4(d): Mercury waste thresholds
 5/7: Establishment of mercury 

waste thresholds 

 INF/12: Technical information 
for the work of the expert group 
on mercury waste thresholds 

 INF/13: Guidance document on 
test methods to be used for the 
tier-2 thresholds for tailings 
from mining other than primary 
mercury mining 

Article 11: 

Paragraph 2 defines mercury wastes as 
(a) Consisting of mercury or mercury compounds;
(b) Containing mercury or mercury compounds; or
(c) Contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds,
in a quantity above the relevant thresholds defined by COP, that are 
disposed of, intended or required to be disposed of.

This definition excludes overburden, waste rock and tailings from mining, 
except from primary mercury mining, unless they contain mercury or 
mercury compounds above thresholds defined by COP.

Paragraph 3 requires Parties to take appropriate measures so that 
mercury waste is:
(a) Managed in an environmentally sound manner, taking into account the 
guidelines developed under the Basel Convention
(b) Only recovered, recycled, reclaimed or directly re-used for a use 
allowed under this Convention or for environmentally sound disposal
(c) For Parties to the Basel Convention, not transported across 
international boundaries except for environmentally sound disposal



Group of Technical Experts on Mercury Waste Thresholds 

COP-2 in November 2018, in its decision MC-2/2, established a group of technical experts to 
proceed with the discussion on mercury waste thresholds.

COP-3 in November 2019 reviewed the report of the expert group and in its decision MC-3/5:
• Defined waste consisting of mercury or mercury compounds (Category A waste)
• Defined on waste containing mercury or mercury compounds (Category B waste)
• Requested the group to work further on thresholds for waste contaminated with mercury or 

mercury compounds (Category C waste)

The expert group’s report to COP-4 presented two options for Category C waste thresholds.

COP-4.2 in March 2022, in its decision MC-4/6:
• Decided that tailings from ASGM using mercury should be managed in an environmentally 

sound manner under Article 7.
• Established 2-tier thresholds for mine tailings.
• Requested the group to work further on thresholds for Category C waste .

COP-5 in October/November will consider Category C waste thresholds.



Recap: COP-5 consideration of mercury waste thresholds

Minamata Convention Article 11

2. For the purposes of this Convention, 
mercury wastes means substances or 
objects:
(a) Consisting of mercury or mercury 
compounds;
(b) Containing mercury or mercury 
compounds; or
(c) Contaminated with mercury or 
mercury compounds,
in a quantity above the relevant 
thresholds defined by the COP, in 
collaboration with the relevant bodies 
of the Basel Convention in a 
harmonized manner, that are disposed 
of or are intended to be disposed of or 
are required to be disposed of by the 
provisions of national law or this 
Convention. 

COP Decision MC-3/5

No threshold needs to be established for 
waste consisting of mercury, and waste 
listed in Table 1 of the annex to the 
decision shall be regarded as such 
mercury waste.

No threshold needs to be established for 
waste containing mercury, and mercury-
added products that are disposed of, are 
intended to be disposed of or are 
required to be disposed of, including 
those listed in table 2 of the annex to the 
decision, will be regarded as such 
mercury waste;

COP requested the group of technical 
experts to work further on thresholds for 
waste contaminated with mercury.

Table 1: List of mercury waste consisting of 
mercury or mercury compounds
• Recovered elemental mercury
• Elemental mercury
• Mercury (I) chloride and mercury (II) chloride 
• Mercury (II) oxide (mercuric oxide)
• Mercury (II) sulfate (mercuric sulfate)
• Mercury (II) nitrate (mercuric nitrate)
• Cinnabar concentrate
• Mercury sulfide

Table 2: Non-exhaustive list of waste containing 
mercury or mercury compounds 
• Non-electronic measuring devices containing 

mercury (barometers, hygrometers, 
manometers, thermometers, 
sphygmomanometers) 

• Electrical and electronic switches, contacts, 
relays and rotating electrical connectors with 
mercury 

• Fluorescent bulbs, high intensity discharge 
(HID) bulbs (mercury vapour bulbs, metal 
halide and high-pressure sodium bulbs), 
neon/argon lamps

• Batteries/accumulators containing mercury
• Biocides and pesticides containing mercury 

and their formulations and products
• Paints and varnishes containing mercury 
• Pharmaceuticals containing mercury for 

human and veterinary uses, including vaccines
• Cosmetics and related products containing 

mercury
• Dental amalgam
• Scientific instrument used for the calibration of 

medical or scientific devices containing 
mercury



Meeting of the Expert Group, Geneva, 16-18 Feb 2023

 The group of technical experts met in person in Geneva from 
16 to 18 February 2023, back-to-back with the Open-Ended 
Working Group of the Basel Convention, with the financial 
support from Japan.

 The report of the Group was presented at Minamata Online on 
05/07/2023.

https://mercuryconvention.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/2_L1_meeting_report_final.pdf
https://mercuryconvention.org/en/events/mercury-waste-thresholds


Item 4(d): Mercury waste thresholds
 5/7: Establishment of mercury 

waste thresholds 

 INF/12: Technical information 
for the work of the expert group 
on mercury waste thresholds 

 INF/13: Guidance document on 
test methods to be used for the 
tier-2 thresholds for tailings 
from mining other than primary 
mercury mining 

5/7: Establishment of mercury waste thresholds

The expert group recommends to COP:
• to establish a threshold of [25] [15] [10] mg/kg total concentration of 

mercury for waste contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds
• that parties may choose not to use this threshold, as long as they have 

targeted waste management measures in place to protect the human 
health and the environment, in which case such parties shall notify the 
secretariat, and those notifications are made available to the public.

• that consideration should be made for capacity building, technical 
assistance and technology transfer.

• to invite the Basel Convention COP to consider reviewing the technical 
guidelines on environmentally sound management, with additional 
guidance for waste contaminated with mercury. 

• that work needs to be carried out, in collaboration with the Basel 
Convention, to provide legal clarity with respect to the mercury waste 
status during transboundary movement of waste.

• to assess the established threshold and consider renewing the 
mandate of the group of technical experts. 

• to review the threshold after 4 years according to the results of such 
assessment. 



Item 4(d): Mercury waste thresholds
 5/7: Establishment of mercury 

waste thresholds 

 INF/12: Technical information 
for the work of the expert group 
on mercury waste thresholds 

 INF/13: Guidance document on 
test methods to be used for the 
tier-2 thresholds for tailings 
from mining other than primary 
mercury mining 

INF/12: Technical information for the work of the expert group on 
mercury waste thresholds

Annex I: Proposals submitted during the previous intersessional period
EU – 25 mg/kg total mercury concentration
IPEN – 1 mg/kg total mercury concentration

Annex II: Overview of submissions from Parties on approaches other than 
the total concentration approach

In response to the Executive Secretary’s letter on 28 October 2022, 
Brazil, Burkina Faso and Botswana on behalf of the African Region, 
Canada, Dominican Republic, EU and Japan submitted information.

Annex III: List of existing waste thresholds related to mercury waste used 
by Parties
Tabulates the information submitted from Brazil, Canada, EU, Japan, 
Uganda and USA, as well as information collected during the previous and 
current intersessional periods.

Annex IV: Compilation of information and data on mercury waste 
submitted by Parties



Item 4(d): Mercury waste thresholds
 5/7: Establishment of mercury 

waste thresholds 

 INF/12: Technical information 
for the work of the expert group 
on mercury waste thresholds 

 INF/13: Guidance document on 
test methods to be used for the 
tier-2 thresholds for tailings 
from mining other than primary 
mercury mining 

INF/13: Guidance document on test methods to be used for the tier-2 
threshold for tailings from mining other than primary mercury

Key considerations in selecting or defining tier-2 test methods

Liquid/Solid ratio
As the L/S ratio affects liquid-solid equilibrium over the residence time of 
eluent in a leach test, the L/S ratio of the chosen test should not differ 
±20% from a ratio of 10:1.

Test pH
As no in-situ pH control exists at sites where tailings are deposited, it is 
recommended to use an eluant at neutral pH (such as deionized water) 
without pH control (buffering).

Test duration
As oxidation, dissolution and interaction of “fresh” minerals in tailings are 
known to be slow enough to approximate initial near-equilibrium 
conditions, and weathering processes control release from tailings over 
the longer term , the duration of the chosen test is not to exceed 24-hours.



Suggested action for the COP
 The COP may wish to agree on a threshold value for waste contaminated with mercury or 

mercury compounds, noting the presented three possible values.
 The COP may wish to take a decision:

 Establishing [25] [15] [10] mg/kg total concentration of mercury as the threshold for 
wastes contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds.

 Providing for parties not using this threshold value.
 Deciding to review the threshold at COP-7.
 Extending the mandate of the group of technical experts.
 Inviting parties to use the guidance document on the test methods for the tier-2 

threshold for mine tailings. 
 Calling on parties in a position to do so to provide support to developing-country 

parties and parties with economies in transition. 
 Inviting the Basel Convention COP to update the technical guidelines as appropriate.



Organizational matters: COP-5 Events

Credentials report to be 
adopted by plenary on 

Thursday morning

 Knowledge Labs 
during lunch hours 
(14:00-14:45) 
schedule of events 
available on website.

 Exhibition and 
Special COP-5 
Events: 

• Minamata 
Convention: A Decade 
of Global 
Commitment to Make 
Mercury History 
Monday, 30 October, 
CICG and streamed.

• GEF/UNEP Mercury in 
cosmetics – more 
than what meets the 
eye, at CICG.

 Schedule COP-5 Online Events



Any Other Business



Any other business

Schedule of upcoming events

• Factsheet on the ESM of mercury wastes
• Activities of the WG2 including potential topics of webinars/events and stakeholders to cooperate with
• Interests in engaging with the WG3
• Potential activities of or contribution from the WMA related to mercury from oil and gas sector
• Issues to be addressed/discussed at the 1st WMA meeting in 2024
• Any other issues related to activities of the WMA

30 Oct. – 4 Nov. 2023 Minamata Convention COP5

Nov. - (tbc) 14th Partnership Advisory Group meeting

Feb. – March (tbc) 1st WMA meeting in 2024

Comments or inputs on

To wastemanagement@exri.co.jp no later than 20 Oct. 
2023

mailto:wastemanagement@exri.co.jp


CLOSING REMARKS
DR. MISUZU ASARI



Contact to the GMP Waste Management Area

wastemanagement@exri.co.jp
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