Regional Forum on Environment and Health in
Southeast and East Asian Countries

S8HLOM/R
Report of Eighth High Level Officials' Meeting of the Regional Forum on Environment and
Health in Southeast and East Asian Countries

The Eighth High-level Officials' Meeting of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health in
Southeast and East Asian Countries took place by video conference on 21 June 2016. The
meeting was chaired by Dr Daud bin Abdul Rahim, Malaysia.

Present were representatives of ministries of environment and ministries of health from: (1)
Brunei Darussalam; (2) Cambodia; (3) China; (4) Indonesia; (5) Malaysia; (6) Myanmar; (7)
Philippines; (8) Republic of Korea; (9) Singapore; (10) Thailand and (11) Viet Nam. Lao
People's Democratic Republic and Mongolia joined by teleconference link. The Government of
Japan sent its regrets. The secretariat was represented by UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the
Pacific, WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia and WHO Regional Office for the Western
Pacific. A list of delegates and secretariat is contained in annex 1.

1. Opening of the meeting
The Chair opened the meeting was opened at 14:00 (Kuala Lumpur time). In his
welcome remarks, the Chair drew attention to the fact that the High Level Officials were
meeting for the first time through videoconferencing and referred to it as a milestone of
the Regional Forum. He thanked the member countries for their commitment to making
the videoconferencing possible and said that any members unable to participate would be
given the opportunity to comment on issues in writing within the week that followed.
Member States completed a round of introductions followed by introductions from
representatives of the secretariat.

2. Adoption of agenda
The proposed meeting agenda was adopted with the inclusion under agenda item 8 of the
concept document from Singapore, “Environmental Health Challenges of Transboundary
Haze Pollution in Southeast Asia.” The adopted agenda is contained in annex 2.

3. Adoption of the record of the Extraordinary meeting of High-Level Officials
The record of the Extraordinary meeting of the High Level Officials of the Regional
Forum, held 20-21 August 2014, in Bangkok, Thailand, was adopted. Viet Nam drew
attention to the work on Environmental Health Country Profiles (EHCP) and
Environmental Health Data Sheets (EHDS), and it was noted that this matter would be
covered in the next agenda item.

4. Updates on Regional Forum activities based on the Regional Forum workplan
(2014-2016)
The secretariat introduced the agreed workplan of the Regional Forum; updates on the
work of the Regional Forum; and the operation of the Knowledge Network, including
Thematic Working Groups. Good progress was reported on the preparation of EHCP and
EHDS - all except three member countries had completed these documents. Six of seven
TWGs had reported activities over the intersessional period; however challenges
remained in relation to their operation and generating concrete outputs as well as the
effective working of the Knowledge Network. The secretariat foreshadowed the intent to
consult with TWG Chairs and other interested parties to develop recommendations for
the Ninth High Level Officials Meeting on ways to further enhance the Knowledge
Network. The Republic of Korea noted the upcoming meeting of the TWG on Air
Quality (23-24 June 2016) and the Secretariat noted a meeting of the TWG on Health
Impact Assessment (15—16 September 2016).
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Operation of the Scientific Panel

The meeting noted the information provided on the operation of the Scientific Panel that
advises the secretariat. The secretariat advised that opportunities for a meeting of the
Scientific Panel were under consideration.

Discussion on expansion of membership of the Regional Forum, including partners
The Chair recalled that the Kuala Lumpur Declaration adopted in 2013 agreed to “Invite
other countries in the region to join the Regional Forum on Environment and Health in
Southeast and East Asian Countries for the common benefit of all and for the sake of
learning from and assisting each other in creating a better environment to promote
health for all”’. While the secretariat was yet to receive any formal application for
participation from a new non-member country, it was currently considering ways of
facilitating additional countries to participate in the Fourth Regional Ministerial Forum.
It noted that approaches had been made by a number of interested countries in the
interessional period. Cambodia, China, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia,
Republic of Korea, Philippines, Mongolia and Viet Nam supported the expansion in
principle; however, some concerns were expressed over the logistical and operational
challenges that the expansion may bring. It was suggested that any additional countries
wishing to participate in the Fourth Ministerial Regional Forum do so at their own cost or
seek to other possible funding sources. Indonesia requested that the sustainability of an
enlarged Regional Forum be carefully considered, in order not to jeopardize the existing
activities. Thailand drew attention to the agreed mechanisms for admitting new members
and partners. In conclusion, there was no objection by member countries attending the
videoconference on the expansion of the Regional Forum to include other countries of
WHO-WPR, WHO-SEAR and UNEP-ROAP regions, taking note of the major concern
regarding financial, logistical and administrative challenges in handling this expansion.

Update on preparations for the Fourth Ministerial Regional Forum

The representative of the secretariat reported that the Fourth Ministerial Regional Forum
would be convened in Manila, Philippines on 6—8 October 2016 and drew attention to the
draft concept note for the event that had been circulated to Members. The proposed
theme of “Environment and health at the centre of sustainable development” was
noted. The representative of the Philippines Dr Vicente Belizarion, Undersecretary of
the Department of Health, gave an update on preparations being jointly led by the
Department of Health and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the
financial support for the Ninth High Level Officials and Fourth Ministerial Meeting.
Budget for the Forum has been secured in the amount of about USD 150,000 to cover the
Ninth HLOM and the Fourth Ministerial Meeting. An event organizer would be hired to
assist the government in facilitating administrative matters, such as hotel accommodation
of Ministers and senior officials of 14 member countries, meals, supplies, and security
measures. The Philippines was not however, able to anticipate the conduct of the
Scientific Conference and the additional countries that may be interested to participate in
that event. Since the Philippines had no matching funds to cover these adjustments, they
requested that any gaps in funding local costs be supported by the secretariat or any
development partners. Invitation letters for the 14 member countries had been drafted
and were planned to be dispatched by the 3™ week of July. Thailand requested that
health-related SDG goal and global resolutions on health and environment be addressed
in the concept note for the Regional Forum. The Republic of Korea and Malaysia
requested that working documents be distributed at least two weeks ahead of the meeting.
The Republic of Korea also asked that an opportunity for the work of TWGs to be
adequately discussed. The secretariat agreed to continue to develop the concept and work
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closely with the Government of the Philippines on arrangements including aiming to
finalize all working documents before the end of August 2016.

Other matters arising

Singapore spoke further on its document on Environmental Health Challenges of
Transboundary Haze Pollution in Southeast Asia and requested that this item be included
in the agenda to be addressed by Ministers at the Fourth Regional Forum. Attention was
drawn to the need for a clearer understanding of the issue and associated health impacts
and concrete actions, particularly given its transboundary nature. Indonesia requested
that other transboundary issues, namely hazardous waste, and transboundary pollution
also be adequately covered in the agenda of the Ministerial Forum. Thailand expressed
its support for both the proposals of Singapore and Indonesia regarding the issues of
transboundary haze, pollution and hazardous wastes. Viet Nam thanked the Government
of the Philippines for its excellent preparatory work on the Fourth Ministerial Regional
Forum and updated the meeting on progress with its National Health and Environment
Action Plan and the introduction of health impact assessment requirements. The
secretariat noted that the Fifth Regional Ministerial Forum was planned for 2019 and
invited members to consider expressing an interest in hosting this meeting at the Fourth
Regional Forum in October 2016.

Closing of the meeting
The Chair thanked all those present for their contributions and closed the meeting at
15:45 (Kuala Lumpur time).
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Annex 1
List of Participants
COUNTRIES
Ministry of Environment | Ministry of Health
1. Brunei Darussalam

Dr Justin WONG YUN YAW

Medical Superintendent-Public Health
Ministry of Health

Commonwealth Drive

Jalan Mentiri Besar

Bandar Seri Begawan3910
E-mail: justin.wong@moh.gov.bn

Dr Yusma Jeffrin bin Dato Haji Md YUSOF
Acting Head of Environmental Health
Division and

Senior Medical Officer

Department of Environment Health Services
Ministry of Health

Commonwealth Drive

Bandar Seri Begawan 3910

Telephone: +673 885 5115

E-mail: jeffrin.yusof@moh.gov.bn

2. Cambodia
Mr Heng NARETH Dr Kol HERO
Director Deputy Director

Department of Pollution Control
Ministry of Environment

Department of Preventive Medicine
80, Street 289, Khan Tuol Kork
Phnom Penh 12152

Telephone: +855 2388 5904
E-mail: khero@online.com.kh
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COUNTRIES
Ministry of Environment | Ministry of Health
3. China
Dr Jiansheng Wang Dr Qin Wang
Research Fellow Deputy Director

Data Centre for Environment and Health
Policy Research Centre for Environment and
Economy

Ministry of Environmental Protection

No. 1 Yuhuinanlu Road, Chaoyang District
Beijing

Telephone: +86 10 7466 5774

Email: wangjiansheng@vip.sina.com

Dr Bingzhao Huang

Environment and Health Data Center

Policy Research Centre for Environment and
Economy

Ministry of Environmental Protection

No. 1 Yuhuinanlu Road

Chaoyang District

Beijing

Division of Atmosphere

Institute of Environmental Health and
Related Product Safety

China Center for Disease Control and
Prevention

Beijing

Dr Tiantian Li

Department of Environmental Health Risk
Assessment

Institute of Environmental Health and
Related Product Safety

China Center for Disease Control and
Prevention

Beijing

4, Indonesia

Mr Budiman - Staff of Directorate of
Environmental Health

Mrs Santie - Staff of Directorate for Climate
Change Adaptation of Ministry of Environment
and Forestry

Mrs Wida - Staff of Directorate for Climate
Change Adaptation of Ministry of Environment
and Forestry

Mr Imran Agus Nurali - Director of
Environmental Health MOH

Mr Sonny Warouw - Head of Sub-
Directorate for Safety Waste and Pollution
MOH

5. Japan

Sent apologies

6.Lao PDR

Mr Lonkham Atsanavong

Deputy Direct of Environmental Quality
Promotion Department,

Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment
(MONRE).

E-mail: Lonkham.atsavong@gmail.com

Dr Tayphasavanh Fengthong

Chief of Environmental and Occupational
Health and Safety Management Division,
Department of Hygiene and Health
Promotion

Ministry of Health.

E-mail: tayvilay@yahoo.com
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COUNTRIES

Ministry of Environment | Ministry of Health
7. Malaysia
Wan Izar Haizan Binti Wan Rosely Dr Daud Abdul Rahim
Principal Assistant Secretary (Water Head of Sector
Management), Occupational and Environmental Health
Environmental Management and Climate Section
Change Division Disease Control Division

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment  Ministry of Health Malaysia

Nur Aliaa binti Shafie Dr Anis Salwa Kamarudin
Assistant Secretary (Water Management), Head of Unit
Environmental Management and Climate Environmental Health Unit
Change Division Disease Control Division

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment  Ministry of Health Malaysia

Dr Norlen Mohamed

Senior Principal Assistant Director
Environmental Health Unit
Disease Control Division

Ministry of Health Malaysia

Dr Thahilrahtul Asma’ Zakaria
Senior Principal Assistant Director
Environmental Health Unit
Disease Control Division

Ministry of Health Malaysia

Dr Ahmad Riadz Mazeli

Senior Principal Assistant Director
Environmental Health Unit
Disease Control Division

Ministry of Health Malaysia

Dr Rafiza Shaharudin

Head of Occupational Health Unit
Environmental Health Research Centre
Ministry of Health Malaysia

Puan Raihani Che Mat

Senior Principal Assistant Director
Engineering Service Division
Ministry of Health Malaysia

Puan Karen Ang Huay Mein

Senior Principal Assistant Secretary

Policy and International Relations Division
Ministry of Health Malaysia
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Mr Ho Hsin Hung

Senior Assistant Secretary

Policy and International Relations Division
Ministry of Health Malaysia

COUNTRIES
Ministry of Environment Ministry of Health
8. Mongolia
Ms Uranchimeg Ts Dr Oyuntsetseg P

Senior Officer

Department of Green Development Policy

and Planning

Ministry of Environment and
Green Development

15160 Government Building 2
United Nations street 5/2
Chingeltei District Ulaanbaatar
Telephone:+ 976-51-261309
E-mail: urnaa@mne.gov.mn

Dr Undarmaa Barkhaa
Officer-in-Charge

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources Coordination
Ministry of Environment and
Green Development

15160 Government Building 2
United Nations street 5/2
Chingeltei District Ulaanbaatar

Head of Public Health Division
Ministry of Health and Sports
Peace Street-17

Bayanzurkh District,

P.0.Box 13381

Ulaanbaatar

Dr Urantsetseg Sh

Officer-in-Charge

Environment Health Policy Implementation
and Coordination

Ministry of Health and Sports

Peace Street-17

Bayanzurkh District,

P.0. Box 13381

Ulaanbaatar

Dr Dulamjav Damdindorj

Officer, International Cooperation Division
Ministry of Health

E-mail: dulamjav.damdindorj@gmail.com

9. Myanmar

Dr Tin Aung Win
Assistant Director
Ministry of Environment
Myanmar

Dr Kyi Lwin Oo

Deputy Director

Occupational and Environmental Health
Division

Ministry of Health

Myanmar
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COUNTRIES

Ministry of Environment

Ministry of Health

10. Philippines

Atty. Juan Miguel Cuna

Assistant Secretary

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources

Visayas Avenue, Diliman

Quezon City 1100

Philippines

Telephone: +63 2 9296626/9883367

Ms Jacqueline Caancan

Assistant Director

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources

Visayas Avenue, Diliman

Quezon City 1100

Philippines

Telephone: +63 2 9296626/9883367

Dr Vicente Y. Belizario, Jr.
Undersecretary of Health

Office for Technical Services
Department of Health

Rizal Avenue, Sta. Cruz

Manila 1014

Philippines

Telephone: +63 2 651 7800
E-mail: vybelizario@doh.gov.ph

Dr Maylene M. Beltran

Director IV

Bureau of International Health Cooperation
Department of Health

Philippines

Dr Mario Baquilod

OIC-Director IV

Infectious Disease Office

National Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control Bureau

Department of Health

Philippines

Engr. Joselito Reigo de Dios

Chief Health Programme Officer
Environmental and Occupational Health
Office

Disease Prevention and Control Bureau
Department of Health

Philippines

Email: litoriego@yahoo.com

11. Republic of Korea

Dr Kyunghee Choi
Director General
Environmental Health Research Department

National Institute of Environmental Research

Ministry of Environment
nierchoi@korea.kr / nierchoi@gmail.com
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COUNTRIES
Ministry of Environment Ministry of Health
12. Singapore
Mr Adrian Tan Ms Phyllis Kim

Deputy Director (International Relations)
Ministry of the Environment and

Water Resources

Singapore

Mr Melvin Lim

Assistant Director

International Policy Division
Ministry of the Environment and
Water Resources

Senior Assistant Director
(Noncommunicable Diseases)
Ministry of Health

College of Medicine Building 16
16 College Road

Singapore

Ms Geraldine Cheng
Senior Manager (International Cooperation)
Public Health Group

Singapore Ministry of Health

13. Thailand

Ms Jongjit Niranathmateekul Dr Danai Theewanda, M.D
Deputy Director-General Deputy Director-General,
Pollution Control Department, Ministry of Department of Health

Natural Resources and Environment

Ms Nanthiwa Kerdchuen
Environmentalist, Senior Professional Level
Pollution Control Department, Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment

Ms Pornpimol Punmetharith
Environmentalist, Senior Professional Level
Pollution Control Department, Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment

Ms Kessinee Unapumnuk
Environmentalist, Senior Professional Level
Pollution Control Department, Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment

Mrs Kanignun Prukkanone
Environmentalist, Professional Level
Pollution Control Department, Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment

Ms. Pattanan Tarin

Environmentalist, Senior Professional Level
Pollution Control Department

Ministry of Natural and Environment

Ministry of Public Health

Ms Siriwan Chandanachulaka

Director of Bureau of Environmental Health
Department of Health

Ministry of Public Health

Mrs Amornrat Leenanithikul
Senior Pharmacist, Professional Level
Food and Drug Administration
Ministry of Public Health

Mrs. Jittima Rodsawad

Public Health Officer, Senior Professional
Level

Department of Health, Ministry of Public
Health

Mrs. Neeranuch Arphacharus

Plan and Policy Analyst, Senior Professional
Level

Department of Health, Ministry of Public
Health

Ms. Benjawan Tawatsupa

Public Health Officer, Professional Level
Department of Health, Ministry of Public
Health




Regional Forum on Environment and Health in
Southeast and East Asian Countries

COUNTRIES
Ministry of Environment | Ministry of Health
14.Viet Nam
Mr Nguyen The Dong Dr Nguyen Thi Lien Huong

Deputy General Director
Vietnam Environment Agency (VEA)

Mr Duong Danh Manh

Deputy Director

Center for Environmental Consulting and
Technology (under VEA)

Mrs Nguyen Hoang Anh
Deputy Director
Department of Pollution Control (under VEA)

Mr Nguyen Trung Thuan

Vice Head of Section for Chemicals, Incidents
and Environmental Health

(under Department of Pollution Control)

Mr Vu Tat Dat

Vice Head of Section for Chemicals, Incidents
and Environmental Health

(under Department of Pollution Control)

Ms Ninh Thi Ha

Officer in charge of Section for Chemicals,
Incidents and Environmental Health
(under Department of Pollution Control)

Ms Tran Thi Quy
Officer in charge of Centre for Environmental
Consulting and Technology (under VEA)

Director General
Health Environment Management Agency
(VIHEMA)

Dr Do Manh Cuong
Health Environment Management Agency
(HEMA)

Dr Bui Khanh Toan
Health Environment Management Agency
(HEMA)
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SECRETARIAT

United Nations Environment Programme

World Health Organization

Dr Isabelle Louis

Acting Regional Director and Representative
for Asia and the Pacific

UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
United Nations Building, 2nd Floor, Block A,
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200,
Thailand

Tel: +66 2 288 1604

Fax: +66 2 280 3829

Email: isabelle.louis@unep.org

Ms Kakuko Nagatani-Yoshida
Regional Subprogramme Coordinator
for Chemicals and Waste

UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
Room 208, Wing A, 2nd Floor

The United Nations Building
Rajadamnern Nok Avenue, Dusit
Bangkok 10200

Thailand

Telephone: +66 2288 1679

E-mail: kakuko.nagatani@unep.org

Ms Tunnie Srisakulchairak

Programme Officer

UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
United Nations Building, 2nd Floor, Block A,
Rajadamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200,
Thailand

Tel: +66 2 288 1387

Fax: +66 2 280 3829

Email: Tunnie.Srisakulchairak@unep.org
Copy to: srisakulchairak@un.org

Dr Mohd Nasir Hassan

Coordinator

Health and the Environment

Division of NCD and Health through the Life-
Course

WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
United Nations Avenue, Ermita

Manila 1000

Philippines

Telephone: +63 2 5289897

Email: hassanm@who.int

Ms Mariko Yokoo

Technical Officer

Health and the Environment

Division of NCD and Health through the Life-
Course

WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
Telephone: +63 2 5289897

Email: yokoom@who.int

Mr Richard Bradford

Consultant

Health and the Environment

Division of NCD and Health through the Life-
Course

WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
Telephone: +63 2 5288001

Email: bradfordr@who.int

Ms Payden

Acting Director

Noncommunicable Diseases and
Environmental Health

WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia
World Health House, I.P. Estate

New Delhi 110002

India

E-mail: payden@who.int

Ms Lesley Onyon

Regional Adviser

Occupational and Environmental Health
WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia
Telephone: +91 11 2330 9450

E-mail: onyonl@who.int
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WHO COUNTRY OFFICES
WPRO
WHO Cambodia WHO China
Ms Sophary Phan Dr Xiaopeng Jiang

Technical Officer (Water, Sanitation and
Environmental Health)

1st Floor No. 61-64,

Preah Norodom Blvd. (corner St. 306)
Sangkat Boeung Keng Kang |

Khan Chamkamorn

Phnom Penh

CambodiaTelephone: +855 23 216610
E-mail: phans@who.int

WHO Lao PDR

Dr Oyuntogos Lkhasuren

Technical Officer

125 Saphanthong Road, Unit 5

Ban Saphangthongtai, Sisattanak District
Vientiane Capital

Lao People's Democratic Republic
Telephone: + 856 21 353902

E-mail: Ikhasureno@who.int

WHO Philippines

Dr Gundo Aurel Weiler

WHO Representative in the Philippines
Ground Floor, Building 3

Department of Health

San Lazaro Compound

Rizal Avenue, Sta. Cruz

Manila

Telephone: +63 2 3106370

E-mail: who.phl@who.int

Mr Bonifacio Magtibay

Technical Officer (Occupational and
Environmental Health)

Telephone: +63 2 5289764

E-mail: magtibayb@who.int

SEARO

WHO Thailand

Ms Sushera Bunluesin

National Professional Officer-EHA
E-mail: bunluesins@who.int.

NPO (Subnational Health Initiative)
World Health Organization

401, Dongwai Diplomatic Office Building
23, Dongzhimenwai Dajie

Chaoyang District

100600 Beijing

ChinaTelephone: +86 10 6532 7189
E-mail: jlangx@who.int

WHO Mongolia

Dr Delgermaa Vanya
Technical Officer

Ministry of Health
Government Building No. 8
Ulaanbaatar

Mongolia

Telephone: +976 11 327840
E-mail: vanyad@who.int

WHO Viet Nam

Mr Tuan Nghia Ton
Technical Officer

World Health Organization
304 Kim Ma Street

Ha Noi

Viet Nam

Telephone: +84 4 38500 100
E-mail: tont@who.int

WHO Indonesia

Dr Sharad Adhikary

Team Leader
Noncommunicable Diseases
adhikarys@who.int
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Adopted Agenda
Date: 21 June 2016 (Tuesday)
Opening of the meeting
Adoption of agenda SHLOM/WD/2a:
SHLOM/WD/2b:
Adoption of the record of the Extraordinary SHLOM/WD/3:
meeting of High-Level Officials
Updates on Regional Forum activities based =~ SHLOM/WD/4a:
on the Regional Forum workplan (2014-
2016)
(For information only)
SHLOM/WD/4b:
SHLOM/WD/4c:
Operation of the Scientific Panel SHLOM/WD/5:
(For information only)
Discussion on expansion of membership of SHLOM/WD/6:
the Regional Forum, including partners
Update on preparations for the 4™ Regional SHLOM/WD/7:
Forum Ministerial Meeting
Other matters arising S8HLOM/WD/8

Closing of the meeting

Annex 2

Time: 14:00-15:30 (Kuala Lumpur time)

Working Document number and title

Proposed Agenda

Draft Annotated
Agenda

Draft report for the
Extraordinary Meeting
of High-Level Officials

Proposed Workplan of
the Regional Forum
(August 2014-2016)

Regional Forum
updates

Updates on operation
of the Knowledge
Network including
Thematic Working
Groups

Scientific Panel
meetings

Expansion of Regional
Forum membership

Concept Note for the
programme of the 4"
Regional Forum on
Environment and
Health

Concept Note on the
Environmental Health
Challenges of
Transboundary Haze
Pollution in Southeast
Asia



