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DRAFT PROTOCOL
Co—operation in- combatlng Pollution '
of the Medlterranean Sea: by 01l and Other Harmful Substances
in. Cases of Emergency

THE PARTIES TO THE PRESENT PROTOCOL,

BEING PARTIES to the Convention for. the Protection of the Marine
Env1ronment aghinst Pollutlon in the Mediterranean,: -

RECOGNIZING that grave pollution of the sea by 011 and other
harmfgl substances in theé Nedlterranean area 1nvolves a danger for the
coastai States and the marine eco~system, -

CONSIDERING that the Zact1j§7 ce—operation of all the coastal States
of the Medlﬁerranean is called for:-ito combat- this pollution,

BEARING IN. NIND ‘the Internatlonal Convention for the Prevention
of Pollurtion from Shlpsy 1973, the Internatlonal Convention relatlng to
Intervention on the High Seas. in Cases' of 011 Pollution Casualtles 1969,
as well as the Protocol relatlng to Intervention on the ngh Seas in
Cases of Marine Pollution by Substances oﬁher than 0il, 1973,

FURTHER- TAKING INTO. ACCOUNT. the Interna$1onal Convention on ClVll
Liability for 0il Pollution.Damage,- 1969,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

[

Article 1

Thls Protocol shall apply whenever there is a grave and 1mm1nent
danger to the marine env1ronmenu, the coast or related interésts of one
or more Contraotlng Partles ‘to this Protocol (herelnafter referred: to

as "the Partles") due to the presence of massive quantities of ‘oil -or -
other harmful substances resulting from accidental causes or an
accumulation of small discharges which are polluting or threatening
to pollute the sea within the area defined in Article 1 of the Convention
for the protection of the Marine Environment against Pollution in the
YMediterranean (hereinafter referred to as "the Convention").
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-u'ﬂffiu““' . T Article 2

. L‘For‘%he‘purpose of the Protocol, the term "related interests”
. means the interests of a coastal State directly affected or threatened
I and concerning, inter alia,:

~ Activities in coastal waters, in ports or estuariee,;inoluaing '
fishing activities; :

— The touristic and historical éppeal of the‘erea in question;
— The health of the ooas%al populations; . ’
— The preservation of 11v1ng resources.

Article 3

The Partles shall e éeayour~to.ma1nta1n and. promote, either
individunally- or'%hrough bllateral or -miltilateral oo~operat10n, e
their facilities for combating pollutién of the sea by oil and other
harmful substances. These facilities shall include, in particular,
equipment, ships, aircraft and manpower prepared for operatlons in
cases of emergency. : - -

!‘1;1‘, LT Fe T R o Tees Article 4 I Lo BT .

ﬁm ‘ The Parties shall develop and. apply, either: 1nd1v1duallJ or " S

through “bilateral or multilateral co-operation, .monitoring:actiyvities

covering the Mediterranean-area, in order to have as pre01se.1nformat10n

e as possible on the situations referred.to in Article 1-of. this Protocol.
' sohriicle 5 - % L ot oo

I

o In the case of release oF 195s overboard ‘of harmful” substances B

| in paokages,=fre1ght containers; portable tanks or road -and rail
tank wagons, the partiés shall co-operate as- far as practloable and
possible in the salvage and ‘recovery of such substances so.as.to.

A

minimizé the- danger ‘of- pollutlon,of the marine environment. i o
5. <o - S ANt ’.Ar_tlcle 6 7 R - o, o e el 7

The Parties tndertakd o’ dlssemlnate, ‘eithed dlrectly to- other o
Parties or through a regienal Zor sub—reglona£7 oentre, 1nformatlon* S
concerning: .

(2) The competent national: "organization or awthorities responsible
for combatlng pollutlon of the sea by oil and other harmful Substances,

(b) "The competent national authorltles re3pons1ble for -receiving
reports. of: pollution of ‘the sea by .0il" and- other harmful rsubstances.and
for deallng -with matters concerning measures.. of assistance between. Parties;
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(c¢) New ways in which pollution of the sea by oil and other
harmful substances may be avoided &nd héw measures of combatlngpollutlon
tholudlng sthe development of related progrnmme§7.

.....

Partles which have agreed t0. exchange la_ormailon dlrectly between
themselves shallznevertheless communicate. such 1nformat10n to the
reglonal Zgr sub—reglonq£7 centre, The latter 'shall commuinicate this
information to the other Parties Z;nd on & basis of -reciprocity, -
t6 coastal States which are not Parties to this Protocol7. CE

. Article 7%
1« The Parties undeftake‘to co—ordinﬁfe the Utlllzatlod of the mgéﬂét
of communication at their disposal.in order to ensure, with the

necessary speed and reliability, the reception, trensmission and
dissemination of all urgent reports. and information relating to the
occurrences and situations referréd $6 in” Article 1 above._ The ~regional
Zgr sub~reglor9£7 centre shall have the necessary means of communlcatlon
to enable it to participate in this co-ordinated effort and,ln particular,
to fulfil the functions assigned to.it by paragraph 2 of- Artlcle 11

of +this Protocol. . .

2 The Parties undertake to encourage tno adoption and operatlon of
any communication system which will' not only permit the reception,
transmission and dissemipation of the .reports_and information

referred to in the above paragraph but will also constitute an“aid

to navigation and 2 means of preventing uCCldentS, by closely combining
the functions of looatlon and communlcaﬁlono T

S Artlcle 8

Te The Parties undertake to request the masters of ships flying their
flags and pilots of aircraft registered in their countries to report,
without delay, to their competent national authorities through the -.
most rapid and adequaﬁe channels 1n the o:.rcumstunces°

(a) All accidents causing or 11Le1yvuo couse: polluilon of the
sea by oil or other harmful substances; :

(b) The presence; oharacterlstlcs -and excenﬁ rof spillages of oil-
or other .harmful substances observed.ai sea. vhich-are likely to present .
a serious and imminent threat to the marine environment or to the coast
or related interests of one or moré.Parties.

24 The reports should contain the 1nforma£10n deflned in AnneA I
to this Proiocol. . .

L

ZT; In cases of ¢ emergency, such reports: shall be communlcated by the
most rapid.-méans, either dlrectly to the Partles or to the reglongl
ZSr sub—reglona§7 cenbre, which. shall be respons1ble for
its. dls¢em1natlon o
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Artlole 9 .

To Each Parﬁy undertakes to request masters of shlps uﬂd pllots of
aircraft, other than those referred to in Article 6, to report to 1t

or to the .regional Zgr sub~reg10n@£7 centre without delay on splllages
or dlscharges of o0il and other harmful substances observedat sea and
to supply as far as.possible information on the following: +the. ulme
position, wind and sea conditions and iype, extent and proaasle souroe
of the spill observed.

2. The information so collected shall be communicated to the other
Parties with priority to those 11ke1y to be the first to be affected .-

by the pollution, eithér by the Party which has received- the 1ni‘orma,t10n, .
where so agreed, or by the reglonal ZET sub-reg10na£7 centre.
Article 10

1. AnJ Parﬁy faced w1mh a s1tuut10p of the klnd deflned 1n Artlcle l
this Protocol shalls L -

(2) Make the necessary assessments of the nature and extent of
the casualty or emergency or, as the case may be, of thel type "and
approximate quantity of oil or other harmful substances apd the
direction and speed of drift of the spillage;

(b) Take. every praotlcable measure to av01d or reduce the effects
of pollution; . . T :

- (o) Imhediately inform all other Eartles, either- dlreotly or
through the regional Jor sub—reglonq;7"éentre, ‘of its assessments and
of any action which it has taken or which.it intends to take ‘o
combat the pollu‘blon9 .

(d) Contlnue TOo observe the s1tuatloﬁ for as: 1ong as ‘possible
and’ report thereon in accordance with Artlcles 8 and 9 above.

2. Where action is taken to combat pollutlon originating from a shlp,
measures shall bertaken to safeguard the persons present or board and
to the extent poss1ble, the vessel itself,- : T

3« . Any Party which takes action in accordance with paragraph 2° ‘above
shall inform fhe Inior—Governmental Maritime Consultailve 0rgan1zat1on.

Teen Artlcle 11
Altern?tlve A

Te Any Party requlrlng uss1stanoe for combating pollutlon by oil or
other harmful substances polluting or threatening to pollute its coasis
may call for assigfance Trom the ‘other Partles, either dlrectly or.
through: the 1nrermed1arJ of the reglonal Z"r sub~reg10nul centre
referred to in Article 6 above, starting with the Parties’ Wthh appear
likely {to be affected by the pollution. This assistance may comprise,

in particular, expert advice and the supply to or placing at the disposal
of the Party concerned of products, egquipment and nauwtical facilities.
Parties shall use their best endeavours to render assistance requested
of them in accordance with this Article.
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2s ,..VWhere the .Parties engaged.in an operation.fo:combat pollution
cannot agree on the organization of the operatlon, the reglonal .
Zﬁr sub—reglongl7 centre referred to in Article 6 above may with thelr
approvals Go<ordindte mhe act1v1ty of the fa01iitles pu% 1nuo operatlon
bytthesé - Partiess ‘ - R

Alternatlve B

1; Any P%rty requlrlng ass1sﬁunce for combatlng pollutlon, as deflned
in"Artiéle 170f this Protocolsy may-call for uSSlS%TﬂCE “through the
regional Zar sub—reglonal7 centre, from’ th&" other Partles, starting’’
with those.which appear likely to-be:affected by theipollution. 'ThlS
assistance nay'con31st of -expert adv1ce, -and.the supply--to-or placing:-
at the disposal of the Party concerned of produots, equlpment and
nauﬁzeal fwcllniles. o NERERRN ,“””

e

2e Where mhe Pwrtles Wthh nave agreed to underﬁahe such an operutaon
through the regional Zar sub—reglonal7 centre so agree, the reglonal

Zsr sub—regiona£7 centre shall co-ordinate the activity of the facilities
put into operation by these Parties,

3 Any Party mey also approach other Parties directly for their
assistance,

4. In the situations defined in paragraphs 1 and 3 above, the Parties
from which assistance has been requested shall meke every possible
effort to render such assistance.

Article 127

The provisions of Articles 12, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 25 of
the Convention, and the Rules of Procedure and Financial Rules adopted
pursuant to Article 17 of the Convention shall apply with regard to
this Protocol, to the extent that they are not modified by it.

Article 13%

Meetings of the Parties

1+ Ordinary meetings of the Parties Yo this Protocol shall be held
in conjunction with ordinary nmeetings of the Contraciting Parties,
held pursuant to Article 13 of the Convention; to deal with matters
related to this Protocol., The Parties +to this Protocol may also hold
extraordinary meetings as provided in the Rules of Procedure.
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2. I+ shall be- the function of the meetlngs of the Partles to thls .
Protocol, in. partlcular. ‘ :

(a) To keep under. rev1ew the 1mplementat10n of thls Protocol,
and to consider the efficacy of the measures adopted and the need for
any other measures;

(b) To review and amend as requlred the Annexes to thls Protocol;

(c) To discharge such other functlons as may be approprlate for
1mplementat10n of th;s Protocol. SO - .

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the uaders1gned, oelng duly auihor;zed by “their
respectlve Governments, have signed thls Protocolo

DONE at owoooaocoeoaoaonoanooo on (da‘te) 000QOQQQ.OOD"OOOQOIG"DO.~
in a single copy in the soccescasescascceccce languages, each vers1on
belng equally authorltatlve¢




ANNEX

Contents of the Report
on Incidences causing or likely to
cause the discharge of harmful substances
(in application of Article 8 of %he Protocol)

1«  Bach report shall contain in general:

(a) The identification of the source of pollution (identity of
the ship, where appropriate);

(b) The geographic position, time and date of the occurrence
of the incident;

(c) The wind and sea conditions prevailing at the time of the
incident; and

(d) Where the pollution originates from a ship, relevant details
respecting the condition of the ship.

2s  Each report shall contain, in particular:

(a) A clear indication or description of the harmful substances
involved including, if possible, the correct technical names of such
substances (trade names should not be used in place of the correct
technical names); .

(b) A statement or estimate of the quantities, concentrations and
likely conditions of harmful substances discharged or likely to be
discharged into the sea;

(¢c) There relevant, a description of the packaging and identifying
marks; and

(d) If possible the name of the consignor, consignee or manufacturer.

3« Each report shall clearly indicate whether the harmful substance
discharged or likely to be discharged is oil, a noxious liquid substance,
a noxious solid substance or a noxious gaseous substance and whether such
substance was or is carried in bulk or contained in packaged form, freight
containers, portable tanks, or road and rail tank wagons.

4.  Each report shall be supplemented as necessary by any other relevant
information requested by a recipient of the report or which the person
sending the report deems appropriate.

5.  Any person who is obliged under the provisions of this Protocol %o
send a report shall when possible:

(a) Supplement the initial report, as necessary, with information
concerning further developments; and

(b) Comply as fully as possible with requests from affected States
for additional information concerning the incident.
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ANNEX I

The following substances are listed for the purpose of Article 4
of the Protocol.

Te Organohalogen compounds and compounds which may form such
substances in the marine environment, excluding those which are
non~-toxic, or which are rapidly converted in the sea into substances
which are biologically harmless.

2 Organosilicon compounds and compounds which may form such
substances in the marine énviromment, excluding those which are
non~toxic, or which are rapidly couverted in the sea into subsiances
which are bioclogically harmless.

3¢ HMecury and mercury compounds.
4 Cadaium and cadmnium compounds.

5. Persistent plastics and other persistent synthetic materials
vwhich may seriously interfere with fishing or navigation, reduce
amenities, or interfere with other legitimate uses of the sea.

6. Crude oil and hydrocarbons of petroleum origin, and any mixtures
containing any of these, taken on board for the purpose of dumping.

To [(a) High-level radiocactive wastes or other high-level
radioactive matter, defined on public health, biological or other
grounds, by the competent international body in thig field, 2%
present the IAEA, as unsuitable for dumping at seai7

Z(b) High and medium-level radioactive wastes or other hiéh
and medium-level radioactive matter as defined by the IAEAi7

Z(c) High and medium and low-level radioactive wastes or other
high;§pd medium and low-level radioactive matter as defined by the
IAEA »

8. [Earge quantities of acids and alkalis from titanium and aluminium
industries.

9. Iaterials in whatever form (e.g. solids, liquids, semi-liquids,
gases or in a living state) produced for biological and chemical
warfare.

This Ammex does not apply to substances which are rapidly rendered
harmless by physical, chemical or biological processes in the sea
provided they do not:

(1) Make edible marine organisms unpalatable; or
(ii) Endanger human health or that of domestic animals.

This Annex does not apply to wastes or other materials, containing

the matters referred to in paragraphs 1-6 above as traced contaminants.
Such wastes shall be subject to the provisions of Ammexes II and

IIT as appropriate.
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AHEX 11

The following wastes and other matter requiring special care are
ligted for the purposes of Article 5.

1e (i) Arsenic, lead, copper, zinc, beryllium, chromium, nickel,
vanadium and their compounds;

(ii) Cyenides and fluorides;
(iii) Pesticides and their by-products not covered in Ammex I1;
[(iv) Synthetic organic chemicals:7

2. Large gquantities of acids and alkalis Zﬁot covered in Annex 27. In
the issue of such permits consideration should be given to0 the possible
presence in such wastes of the substances ligted in paragraph 1.

3, Containers, scrap metal and other bulky wastes liable to sink o
the sea bottom which may present a serious obstacle to fishing or navigation.

4. Substances which, though of a non-toxic nature, may become harmful
due to the quantities in which they are dumped, or which are liable to
seriously reduce amenities.

Se Zﬁadioactive waste or other radiocactive matter not included in
Amnex I. In the issue of permits for the dumping of this matter, the
Parties should take full account of the recommendationg of the competent
international body in this field, at present the IAEA./




ANNEX TII
Provisions to be considered in establishing criteria governing the

‘ issue of permits for the dumping of matter at sea taking into account
L Artlcles 6 and 7 1nolude. o

srem eden

A.‘”ECharacterlstlcsvand oomp031tlon of %he matter

¢

1.a, Total amount and average compos1t10n Of mat%er dumped '
Iy Gege DEr yEAT)e

PRl 1 '.-",‘ .
e ‘-

b 2, Form, e.g. solid, sludge, llquld or gaseous.
3« Properties: phys1cal~(esghwse&ﬁb111$ymand-dens&ty);“éhemlcal’i

“and-biochenical: fe.ge" oxygen demand, mutrients )- and. blologlcal—
{ewgs presence: of vimsesyibacteria, yeasts; p@ras;ﬁes).' -

4o qulclty.
‘~%:u' Per51stence. phy51cal, chemlcal and‘blologlcal.'

! . T Accumulatlpn and blotra,nsforma'blon in blologlcal ma‘benals
‘f,;or sedlments.“u - . -

' rsle,*: Susceptlblllty to physncal, chemlcal and blochemlca1<changes
* ! and interaction in the:raquatic environment. w;th.other-dlssolved
b organicvand inorganic materidls. '~ oo SR

' 8. Probability of productlon ‘of taints b1 other changes redu01ng
‘ : 'market ablllty oﬁ resources (flsh, shellflsh, etco)» R

B. Characterlstlcs of dumplng.s1te and methsd of depqsvt

1e  Location (e.ge. co-ordinates of the dumping area, depth and
distance from the coast), location in relation to other areas
(e.g. amenity areas; spanning, nursery and fishing areas and
exploitable resources).

¥ 26 Rate of disposal per specific period (eeg. quantity per day,
1 per week, per month).

‘ 3e Methods of packaging and containment, if any.

4 Initial dilution achieved by proposed method of release,
1d particularly the speed of the ship.

5. Dispersal characteristics (e.g. effects of currents, tides
and wind on horizontal transport and vertical mixing).

6o Water characteristics (e.g. temperature, pH, salinity,
stratification, oxygen indices of pollution -~ dissolved oxygen
(10), chemical oxygen demand (COD), biochemical oxygen (BOD)

- nitrogen present in organic and mineral form including ammonia
suspended matter, other nutrients and productivity.

7. Bottom characteristics (e.g. topography, geochemical and
geological characteristics and biological productivity).

8. Existence and effects of other dumping which have been made

in the dumping area (e.g. heavy metal background reading and organic
carbon content).

~7Y
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9. When issuing a permit for dumping, the Contractihg Parties - ™
shall endeavour 1o determlne whether an, adequate scientific.basis

existg for asse531ng the consequences of i 6H‘dump1ng*1n & aren

concerned, in accérdance with" 'the foregoing provzslons and takzng ‘

into account seasonal varlatlonso .

2

General con31derat10ns and condltlons

B Poss1ble effects ‘on: amenltles (e.ga presence of floatlng or
stranded material, tunbldlty3 ‘objectionable odour,: .discolouration
and foaming). _

2. Possible effects on marine life, fish and shellflsh culture,
) :E‘lsh stocks and flsherles, seaweed harves*b:.ng and culture. .

3. P0551b1e effects on other usés of the sea (e.g° 1mpa1rment of
water quality for industrial use, underwater corrogion of structures,
- intérference with ship operations:from floabing materials, interference
with fishing or navigation through deposit of waste or solid objects
on the sea floor and protection of areag of specidl importance
v i for sclentzflc or conservatlon purposes s .

4. The practlcal avalleblllty of alternatlve 1and«based,methods
of treatment, disposal or elimination, or of treaiment to render the
matter less harmful for sea dumping. .
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