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UNEA Resolution 

UNEP Food Waste Index Report 2021

The report presents the most comprehensive food waste data collection, analysis and modelling
to date, generating a new estimate of global food waste; and publishing a methodology for
countries to measure food waste, at household, food service and retail level, to track national
progress towards 2030 and to report on SDG 12.3.

UNEA Resolution 2/9 on Prevention, reduction and reuse of food waste 
UNEA Resolution UNEP/EA.4/L.2 on Promoting sustainable practices and innovative solutions for curbing
food loss and waste 
Supporting the Rome Declaration on the Contribution of the Montreal Protocol to Food Loss Reduction
through Sustainable Cold Chain Development.

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Resolution 74/209, designated 29 September as the
International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste (IDAFLW). The day is co-convened by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and the day’s events are led jointly by the two organisations.

UN Resolution 74/209

SDG target 12.3

UNEP is the custodian of the SDG 12.3 indicator, the Food Waste Index, which tracks country-
level progress to halve global food waste at retail and consumer levels by 2030. As custodian and
mandated by UNEA Resolution 4/2, UNEP builds capacity and advocates to improve the enabling
conditions to halve food loss and waste.

Food waste initiatives 

Reducing Consumer Food Waste Using Green and Digital Technologies

It provides an overview of the causes of consumer food waste and the opportunities for
reducing it through technological solutions, behavioural change, and public and private
initiatives. The report is combined with case studies and outreach activities in 5 cities in 5
regions, in close cooperation with local partners: 

Bangkok KampalaBelgradeDohaBogata

Food loss initiatives 

UNEP also supports knowledge creation, pilots, enabling frameworks and guidelines as well as
high-level advocacy to accelerate action on expanding sustainable food cold chain.

Sustainable Food Cold Chains: Opportunities, Challenges and the Way Forward

This report explores how food cold chain development can become more sustainable and
makes a series of important recommendations.  

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28512/Decision%204-2.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28512/Decision%204-2.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/unep-food-waste-index-report-2021
https://leap.unep.org/content/unea-resolution/prevention-reduction-and-reuse-food-waste
https://leap.unep.org/content/unea-resolution/promoting-sustainable-practices-and-innovative-solutions-curbing-food-loss
https://ozone.unep.org/treaties/montreal-protocol/meetings/thirty-first-meeting-parties/decisions/annex-i-rome-declaration-contribution-montreal-protocol-food-loss-reduction-through-sustainable-cold?q=fr%2Ftreaties%2Fprotocole-de-montreal%2Fmeetings%2Ftrente-et-unieme-reunion-des-parties-au-protocole-de-1
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/434/71/PDF/N1943471.pdf?OpenElement=
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/434/71/PDF/N1943471.pdf?OpenElement=
https://www.stopfoodlosswaste.org/
https://www.fao.org/home/en
https://www.unep.org/
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28512/Decision%204-2.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28512/Decision%204-2.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://sdg12hub.org/
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/unep-food-waste-index-report-2021
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/unep-food-waste-index-report-2021
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/37352/RCFW.pdf
https://www.unep.org/resources/case-study/case-study-bangkok-thailand-using-technologies-reduce-food-waste
https://www.unep.org/resources/case-study/case-study-bangkok-thailand-using-technologies-reduce-food-waste
https://www.unep.org/resources/case-study/case-study-kampala-uganda-using-technologies-reduce-food-waste
https://www.unep.org/resources/case-study/case-study-belgrade-serbia-using-technologies-reduce-food-waste
https://www.unep.org/resources/case-study/case-study-doha-qatar-using-technologies-reduce-food-waste
https://www.unep.org/resources/case-study/case-study-bogota-colombia-using-technologies-reduce-food-waste
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/sustainable-food-cold-chains-opportunities-challenges-and-way-forward
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Status of the Global Food Cold-Chain: Summary Briefing

A status report showing the current state and development across areas such as
technologies, design approaches, finance and business models, policy, and planning.

The Sustainable Food Systems Programme, supports countries in transitioning to more
sustainable and efficient food systems, including ensuring sustainability across the value
chain and reducing food waste. 

The Sustainable Food Systems Programme

Towards a Common Understanding of Sustainable Food Systems: Key
approaches, concepts and terms

National and Sub-national Food Systems Multi-Stakeholder Mechanisms:
An Assessment of Experiences 

SFS-MED Platform 
It aimed at promoting collaborative actions for the sustainable transformation of food
systems in the Mediterranean, ultimately accelerating progress on the delivery of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development in the region. 

The Cold Chain Database and Modelling initiative developed together with the Global Food
Cold Chain Council to assist countries in identifying their cold chain baseline covering
different perspectives.

Cold Chain Database

Reports

A Multi-Billion-Dollar Opportunity: Repurposing agricultural support to transform food
systems

The report provides evidence on the potential positive impacts of eliminating negative
agricultural support and makes a convincing case for repurposing such support – rather
than eliminating it altogether.  

This report is a joint Task Group of the International Resource Panel and the One
Planet network published in 2021. This report explains the ‘Value-Chain Approach’
methodology and shares findings from its application to three critical sectors: food,
construction and textiles.

Catalysing Science-Based Policy Action on Sustainable Consumption and Production

https://www.unep.org/resources/assessment/status-global-food-cold-chain-summary-briefing
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/towards-common-understanding-sustainable-food-systems-key-approaches
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/211018_WWF_One%20Planet%20Report_FA_Full%20Report_1.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/211018_WWF_One%20Planet%20Report_FA_Full%20Report_1.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems/sfs-med-platform
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems/sfs-med-platform
http://www.foodcoldchain.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/GFCCC-UNEP-Cold-Chain-Database-Methodology-Final.pdf
https://www.unep.org/resources/repurposing-agricultural-support-transform-food-systems
https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/catalysing-science-based-policy-action-sustainable-consumption-and-production


Food Systems and Natural Resources

The publication suggests practical and easy-to-follow actions for performing analyses of food
systems, expanding or reorienting existing activities, integrating policy interventions, and
building effective food systems governance.

Collaborative Framework for Food Systems Transformation. A multi-stakeholder pathway
for sustainable food systems.

The report looks at food as a crucial connection point and all the resources needed for the
primary production of food, as well as for other food system activities (e.g. processing,
distribution) considering not only the set of activities, but also the range of actors engaged in
them and the outcomes in terms of food security, livelihoods and human health.
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Food system impacts on biodiversity loss

It explains how food production is degrading or destroying natural habitats and contributing
to species extinction.  

This report provides an overview of the current state of food waste in the West Asia region,
including the causes and impacts of food waste, as well as potential solutions. It sets out a
comprehensive view of the current situation across the region, in which around 34 per cent
of the food served is wasted, with an estimation ranging from 100 to 150kg/cap of food
waste occurring at the household stage. 

The State of Food Waste in West Asia

This report provides a comprehensive analysis of the sources and impacts of methane
emissions, including those from the food system. The report highlights the significant
contribution of food waste to methane emissions, both from the decomposition of organic
waste in landfills and from livestock digestion.

Global Methane Assessment

Stories of UNEP

In Lebanon, restaurants green their businesses to reduce waste

This report provides a comprehensive analysis of the sources and impacts of methane emissions, including
those from the food system. The report highlights the significant contribution of food waste to methane
emissions, both from the decomposition of organic waste in landfills and from livestock digestion.

Turning waste into an asset in Aqaba, Jordan

In Jordan the seaside city of Aqaba is beginning to apply circular approaches through a reduction in waste,
and conversion of unavoidable waste into an asset through job creation—building the business case for
resource-efficient approaches and providing livelihoods to vulnerable communities.

 Green Restaurants Guidebook, Israel

A guiding book help restaurant owners and dining establishments to take their first steps in the world of
environmental sustainability.  

https://www.resourcepanel.org/reports/food-systems-and-natural-resources
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/from-crm/un-e_collaborative_framework_for_food_systems_transformation_final.pdf
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/food-system-impacts-biodiversity-loss
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/state-food-waste-west-asia
https://www.ccacoalition.org/en/resources/global-methane-assessment-full-report
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/lebanon-restaurants-green-their-businesses-reduce-waste
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/turning-waste-asset-aqaba-jordan
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/33843/SwMRg.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/33843/SwMRg.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


For more information please contact: UNEP: luc.reuter@un.org; chang.yan@un.org
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Revisiting ocean acidification, food security and our earth system
Food Loss and Waste in the Sustainable Development Goals’ Nexus

Foresight Briefs:

Growing Popularity of Alternate Food Systems for Environment and Health

Partners and Champions

The Champions 12.3 

UNEP is one the key partners of Champions 12.3 and UNEP Executive Director is one of the 36 Champions
of SDG 12.3.  
Food is Never Waste Coalition
UNEP co-leads the ‘Food is Never Waste’ Coalition (with FAO, WRI and WWF), one of the outcomes of the
Secretary General’s UN Food Systems Summit.  
Cool Coalition

UNEP leads the Cool Coalition, one the official outcomes and “Transformation Initiatives” put forward by
the Executive Office of the Secretary-General for the UN Climate Action Summit in New York. 
Global Methane Pledge

The Climate and Clean Air Coalition hosted by UNEP is a core implementing partner of the Global Methane
Pledge. 
Sustainable Rice Platform

The Sustainable Rice Platform (SRP) is co-convened by UNEP and the International Rice Research Institute.

Why the global fight to tackle food waste has only just begun 

West Asian chefs take on fight against food waste
Recipe of Change Campaign

An online platform which guides SMEs in acquiring a Green Label  was set up by the Municipality of Tel Aviv-
Yafo.  

Green Label for Businesses, Israel

https://www.unep.org/resources/emerging-issues/revisiting-ocean-acidification-food-security-and-our-earth-system
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/34443
https://www.unep.org/resources/emerging-issues/growing-popularity-alternate-food-systems-environment-and-health
https://champions123.org/
https://champions123.org/
https://www.unep.org/people/inger-andersen
https://foodsystems.community/commitment_to_action/food-is-never-waste-coalition/
https://coolcoalition.org/
https://www.globalmethanepledge.org/
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/sustainable-lifestyles/sustainable-rice-platform
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/why-global-fight-tackle-food-waste-has-only-just-begun
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/why-global-fight-tackle-food-waste-has-only-just-begun
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/west-asian-chefs-take-fight-against-food-waste
https://www.unep.org/recipe-change-campaign
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/33843/SwMRg.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

