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Dear Delegates

The Honorable Ms. Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations
,Environment Program

,Honorable Mr. Uro$§ Brezan, Minister of Spatial Planning and Natural Resources of Slovenia
,The Honorable Ms. Tatjana Hema, Director of the Mediterranean Action Plan
,Ladies and gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure and honor to open the 23rd Conference of the Parties for the Barcelona
.Convention and to welcome you to this important meeting. I greet you with respect

We are very proud to be delivering this task, which we received 2 years ago in Antalya, to Slovenia
.today in this beautiful city of Portoroz

LAt the 22" Conference of the Parties in the post COVID Pandemic period, we, as all Parties
demonstrated our commitment to the environmental recovery of the Mediterranean and took many
.Important decisions

In this period, we see that the adoption of the Medium Term Strategy, the groundbreaking decision to
declare the Mediterranean Sea as a whole as a Sulphur Emission Control Area, decisive steps to
protect biodiversity and updates to the Additional Protocols of the Convention have been successfully
.implemented under the leadership of the Convention Secretariat

Especially during the process of adopting the MedSECA decision, we, as all the Countries, showed
an important solidarity and ensured the adoption of the decision, showing how much solidarity the
.Countries in the Mediterranean can show when it comes to the environment

DESPITE THE NEGATIVITIES

Despite this, we see that the Mediterranean has not had an easy time in the last 2 years. As inhabitants
,of the Mediterranean, we are more affected by the ongoing floods, forest fires, loss of biodiversity
migration and especially the extreme temperature increase and increase in salinity caused by climate
change. It is a fact that we are affected both financially and morally as countries due to these
.negativities

On the climate point, yearly temperature records are causing new environmental problems, such as
the rapid depletion of natural resources, increased pollution, and the rise of non-native species. In
.addition, climate-driven irregular migrations are likely to cause new problems for the Mediterranean

We know how important the Mediterranean is among the world's seas. At this point, we see that the
problems that the Mediterranean will face in the coming period will increase and become much more
.dimensional

For instance, the accumulation (bioaccumulation) of heavy metals in the body of living organisms
such as fish and sea turtles due to pollution in the Mediterranean Sea, and the related increase in
.mortality and human illnesses are among the issues we need to consider in the coming period
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At this point, although we have taken many important decisions and tried to put them into practice as
the Mediterranean Action Plan, we see that we have fallen short of achieving what we call Good
.Environmental Status

Because when we consider that environmental problems are complex and multidimensional, we need
a holistic and united search for a solution. At this point, we would like to emphasize again that it is
.time to act together and move from "Decision to Action" as stated in the Theme of this COP

NATURE IS THE SOURCE OF THE SOLUTION

Our seas are called the "Lungs of the Earth" and both we as humans and the creatures we share this
.world with pay the price for our failure to protect our seas. Our only way out seems to be nature

In this context, we believe that the work carried out especially for the protection of seagrass meadows
.will make important contributions to the future of the Mediterranean

For example, we need to identify and increase the amount of areas to ensure greater protection of
,areas of vital importance for the Mediterranean, such as Sea Turtles, Mediterranean Seals
.Mediterranean reefs and seagrass meadows

We must work together towards the effective and equitable implementation of the concept of Marine
.Spatial Planning in marine areas, with the contribution and support of all States Parties

We know that all elements of the Mediterranean Action Plan system are ready to work together for
the future of the Mediterranean. In particular, the most accurate information should be provided to
.decision-makers to support them in making the right decisions

At this point, we believe that it is great importance to take steps towards strategies and technical
.solutions on the issues highlighted in the MedECC and MedQSR Reports

FOR THE FUTURE OF THE MEDITERRANEAN

.In the summer of 2023, all countries struggled with record temperatures and related anomalies
Instead of feeling sorry for the Mediterranean, which is our home, we should struggle for a solution
When we consider that we are the source of the vast majority of the problems experienced at the
.point we have reached as humanity, we will find the solution

,I hope that the period ahead will be a period of prevention and reduction of land-based pollution
better waste management, more efforts to combat climate change, and a healthier ecosystem in the
.Mediterranean, one of the world's most important sources of biodiversity

I would like to thank Ms. Tatjana HEMA, Coordinator of the Mediterranean Action Plan, and her
team, as well as you, the Representatives of the Contracting Parties, for your support and
contributions during this process of assuming the Bureau Presidency. I would also like to wish
.Slovenia, our new Bureau President, success in her work

.I hope we have a pleasant COP process. Thank you
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!Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, honoured guests, participants of the conference

It is an honour to have you all in Portoroz. I hope that you had a pleasant evening and that you are ready to
.start the hard work

The Barcelona Convention provides us with the right framework for coping with the environmental
,challenges of the contemporary world. And, yes, the challenges are multiplying: the climate crisis
.pollution crisis, crisis of biotic diversity, to name just a few

If we want to avoid the perfect storm and sail with the mild winds of sustainable development and green
transition, we definitively need to move from decisions to actions; as our motto — and our youth! - clearly
.demand from us

.As you are well aware, we will proceed with plenary, ministerial and side-events

Over the course of four days, senior representatives of the contracting parties will meet, discuss, and
!decide with the representatives of scientific institutions, NGOs and also the younger generation

If there is one message that we will wear the whole time, not only on our jackets, but also in our hearts, it
is the importance of common action and the collaboration of organisations in securing the sustainable
future of the Mediterranean

The plenary decisions will address joint actions in the field of sustainable maritime transport, aqua- and
agri-culture and preserving biotic diversity, with the aim of providing security in the domains of both food
.and water

While the whole world discusses the same questions at the same time in Dubai, our COP 23 is focused on
our own, Mediterranean Sea. A global and intergenerational perspective is needed, though, and evoked
both here and there, so we really are not only part of a bigger picture, but also an important partnerin
.providing solutions

We are certain that ministers will do their best to translate the decisions drafted in the Portoroz
Declaration, into concrete actions. One of the ways of guaranteeing success is to include expert institutions
.in every step of the decision-making process

Many of these topics will be debated during the side-events. We are looking forward to the debates among
the representatives of scientific institutions, NGOs and engaged youth, because their best practices, and
also most challenging dilemmas, can bring the necessary wind and salt to the dynamics of the declarations
.and further action

The agenda is very promising: from the prevention of maritime pollution and very specific ways of
preserving biodiversity to the importance of maritime spatial planning as an integral part of the blue
.economy

,Honoured colleagues, participants and guests

Let us not fear the scale of the challenges in front of us. In Slovene, “skala” means rock: we Slovenes like
to climb every rock, because you can get a better view of what lies ahead of you. Honoured friends, let us
Iclimb these challenges together, let us make COP 23 memorable — as the place to be

!Thank you and all the best



UNEP/MED IG.26/22
19 daiall

o8 Balariall Gl S (el g G £ LaiaSU Aaliidy) cilliaSlal
L oS g 9 g Ad gL 3 AL

Las 0 Lagla a5l B
Al Batall aa) el (s LN (ppa¥) Al

.Excellencies, Parties to the Barcelona Convention, colleagues

As the world fights back against the triple planetary crisis of climate change, nature and biodiversity loss
and pollution and waste, the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) and the Barcelona Convention are more
.important than ever

MAP has, of course, been crucial to the protection of the Mediterranean for many years. In fact, the
forthcoming biennium will see the celebration of MAP@50, marking half a century of environmental
.multilateralism and regional solidarity

UNEP applauds what the Parties have achieved. In particular, the adoption of the Mediterranean Sea as an
Emission Control Area for Sulphur Oxides and Particulate Matter” by the International Maritime*
.Organization was a bold step towards a sustainable blue economy

Now, you, the Parties to the Barcelona Convention are looking to push forward in support of sustainable
.development, as the theme of this ministerial session — Green Transition in the Mediterranean — shows

We know, the green transition can harness rapid progress in science and technology, improvements in
.governance frameworks and growing public awareness

At the same time, nature-based solutions must be put front and centre. And, as not every Mediterranean
.country has the same financial or technological resources, regional cooperation will be essential

Through a green transition, Parties can help to meet the goals of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework. For example, through the implementation of the “Strategic Action Programme
for the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable management of natural resources in the
Mediterranean”. This will help reach the target that by 2030, at least 30 percent of coastal and marine
.areas are effectively conserved and managed

Parties can help to meet climate targets under Paris Agreement by taking bold steps on decarbonization
and adaptation — the need for which was highlighted after the tragedy that befell the Libyan coastal city of
.Derna

They can pursue a planet free of harm from chemicals and waste — and in so doing back the recently
adopted Global Framework on Chemicals and the upcoming legally binding instrument to end plastic
.pollution, including in the marine environment

In the months and years to come, there are many opportunities for increased collective action. The
Mediterranean region can make its presence felt at the sixth UN Environment Assembly, in Nairobi at the
end of February. Play a prominent role in what should be the decisive round of negotiations on the plastics
instrument, which will take place in Ottawa in April 2024. And put forward its perspective and solutions at
.the UN Ocean Conference, to take place in the Mediterranean city of Nice in June 2025

In this meeting, I am looking forward to hearing ideas, actions, and solutions for a healthy Mediterranean
.Sea, and sustainable development for everyone across the region

.Thank you
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Ms. Fatma Varank, Deputy Minister of Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change of
,Tiirkiye, and President of the Bureau of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention

,H.E. Masa Kociper, State Secretary in the Cabinet of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia
Ms. Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, UNEP Deputy Executive Director

,Members of Contracting Parties and Observer delegations
,Distinguished guests
,Ladies and gentlemen

Allow me to express my gratitude to the government of Slovenia and to colleagues at the Ministry of of
Natural Resources and Spatial Planning for the impeccable organization of COP 23 here in the Adriatic
.splendour of Portoroz

As we consider the agenda before you today, it is good to keep in mind that the city hosting COP 23 is
taking place has forged a name for itself by tapping into the healing effects of sea water and brine since the
13" century

It is also the home of an enduring salt harvesting tradition employing a 700-year-old environment-friendly
.method

Your endeavour will strengthen the framework that the Contracting Parties have built together, through
.unrelenting cooperation, over the last five decades

The health, wellbeing, and livelihoods of millions in the Mediterranean region depend on our collective
.ability to deliver on the vision of a healthy Mediterranean Sea and coast. This is no easy feat

The entire planet is in the throes of a triple crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution. Our
.region is no exception, and the impacts of this compounded crisis are increasingly evident

But this region is making progress, notwithstanding the high winds it is facing, thanks to your commitment
.and to action taken by the Contracting Parties at home

Evidence of that progress is contained in the MAP Progress Report, which illustrates how the MAP system
is effectively delivering on the Medium-Term Strategy that the Contracting Parties adopted at COP 22 in
.Antalya in 2021

.Evidence of progress can also be found in the 2023 edition of the Mediterranean Quality Status Report

Notwithstanding significant advancements accomplished by the Contracting Parties, both at the regional
and national level, the remarkable development of the regulatory framework and related measures has
.outpaced implementation

More needs to be done to match our collective ambition, with accelerated and resolute national action on
.enforcement and compliance

”The next biennium will see the MAP system mark the passing of 50 years since its inception. “MAP at 50
needs support to maintain its vigour, efficacy and ability to match the momentous challenges that the
.Mediterranean region is facing with adequate responses
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MAP needs to have the means of fulfilling the ambitious vision that the Contracting Parties have embraced
.and adopted for the Mediterranean region

If MAP is to continue to play its role as a catalyzer and coordinator of regional efforts for a healthy
.Mediterranean Sea and coast, strong leadership from the Contracting Parties is a must

That support can take many forms. In addition to adequate budgets, MAP needs all the political support
.and recognition that the Contracting Parties can bestow

.This is a time to celebrate accomplishments, but also to bridge gaps and accelerate our joint efforts

.Thank you for your continued support. I wish us a successful COP 23
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,Excellencies, ministerial colleagues, ladies and gentlemen

It is with great pride that I welcome you all to the ministerial meeting of the Conference of Parties of the
.Barcelona Convention in Portoroz

When you search the horizon, you can see two neighbouring countries across the sea — this is the
connecting role of our Adriatic Sea. However, if we widen our horizons across the Mediterranean, three
continents are united by a single sea. So, even when we are solving our regional challenges, we need to be
.aware of the complexity of the world

Allow me, as acting Minister for Natural Resources and Spatial Planning, to introduce to you a few of the
resources and spaces of your host, Slovenia: a very dense network of rivers and the highest percentage of
forests in the whole of Europe makes us a competent partner in the debate for both a blue and green future

However, climate changes are transforming the water regimes of our regions and dramatically threatening
forests: last year’s forest fire on the Karst and this year’s floods, the worst in our history, are two warnings
.that have proved even to the greatest sceptics how dramatically our planet is changing

Heavy rain with avalanches has not only endangered lives of people but has literally changed the direction
of rivers, while floods have destroyed whole settlements and important infrastructure. An estimated ten
.billion euros of damage show the scale of the catastrophe

How do we cope with this? When planning urgent works and future development we must take into
account the impact of climate change both in radically transformed river management and in frequent
.periods of drought

We see a safer future in more pragmatic use of green and blue corridors in spatial planning, so as to
.increase the climate resistance of river basins and sea shores

Together with establishing blue, water corridors, we are also developing green ones for better ecological
connectivity. By doing so, we can improve water, food and energy security on local, national, cross-border
.and regional levels

This is the main reason why Slovenia is actively promoting the introduction of blue and green corridors
within the framework of bilateral and multilateral commissions on water, as well as the Barcelona
.Convention, the Convention on the Protection of the Danube River and EU macroregional strategies

:Let me list some of the recent successes

- ;The result of cross-border cooperation is a transboundary biosphere reserve, Mura-Drava-Danube
- In the basin of the Sava River, a whole network of protected areas has been established, together
;with an efficient flood-protection system
- Together with Italy, we have developed a cross-border system for flood risk reduction and
;connected it with an integral smart coastal management system and maritime spatial planning
- Within the framework of the Barcelona Convention and the EUSAIR we are developing blue and
.green corridors in the Adriatic-lonian eco-region
For an efficient response to all the challenges that the future is bringing, both globally and to the
Mediterranean, we still need to do more in terms of cross-border and regional cooperation by including
.younger generations in the decision-making process
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We have explicitly committed to this in the Portoroz Declaration, for which I am sincerely thankful. The
:level of tangible commitments is the best forecast for the Slovene presidency of the Barcelona Convention
we do not intend to be »conventional«, but rather to move from words to actions. Quite simply, the times
!demand this from all of us

My sincere thanks for all the good work that you have done in recent days for our common sea and the
Ipeople on its shores. I am convinced that the future will connect us even closer

!So, see you soon
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!Good morning

The celebrated naturalist, Sir David Attenborough, called the Mediterranean “The First Eden”. It has
a special place in human history as a nexus between three continents: an early superhighway of trade
.and cultural exchange

It is also a region, like everywhere on Earth, that is facing the triple planetary crisis of biodiversity
.loss, pollution and climate change

For 50 years, the Regional Seas Programme has brought together diverse partners to protect the
common waters between them. And leading the way has been the Mediterranean Action Plan — the
.Barcelona Convention

This robust legal platform, consistently aligned with international law, was the first of 18 such
.conventions and plans, of which 14 were established under UNEP’s guidance

It is a shining example of how regional governance mechanisms can spur collective action on
.environmental protection

The Convention is as active as ever. Recent successes include the Regional Plan on Marine Litter
Management in the Mediterranean which is the world’s first such legally binding framework and a
.model for other regions, especially in light of the much-anticipated global treaty on plastic pollution

.Large new Marine Protected Areas have recently been created, by Algeria, Libya, and Albania

And last year, the International Maritime Organization brokered a deal to significantly reduce air
pollution from shipping in the entire Mediterranean. We implore parties to this Convention to
.redouble efforts to meet the 2050 goal of net-zero shipping emissions

I am delighted to observe a strong commitment from the parties involved in the Barcelona
Convention and the Mediterranean Action Plan towards the Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework. I am encouraged by plans for action to ensure that by 2030, at least 30 percent of coastal
.and marine areas are effectively conserved and managed

Recently, the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction was adopted by consensus
and is currently in the process of being ratified. The significance of this Convention, along with the
.MAP, cannot be overstated in terms of bringing it into force

.But, colleagues, more needs to be done
UNEP’s report on the State of the Environment and Development in the Mediterranean warns that
unless urgent and resolute action is taken to halt current trends, environmental degradation could*

.’have serious and lasting consequences for human health and livelihoods in the region

We urge the Convention Parties to put a stop to the degradation of marine and coastal biodiversity by
.effectively implementing the Mediterranean region’s own post-2020 Biodiversity Framework
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We advocate for the regional-level implementation of the global framework for chemicals adopted at
.the 5™ International Conference on Chemicals Management in September this year

UNEP remains resolute as a steadfast partner in the pursuit of sustainable ocean governance. We are
dedicated to supporting member states to achieve shared objectives for people and the planet. We
urge all stakeholders — parties, governments, and society as a whole — to raise our ambitions and
.accelerate our actions at global, regional, and national levels

The solutions lie within reach. We have to reduce threats to biodiversity. We must meet people's
.needs sustainably and equitably. And we must stop subsidising harmful industries and activities

Ahead of next February’s UN Environment Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, and the UN Ocean
Conference in 2025 in Nice, France, let us harness this global momentum. And strengthen our
commitment to preserving this Mediterranean Sea, and all of our precious ocean, for present and
future generations

.Thank you
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,Honoured guests, ladies and gentlemen

Welcome to Slovenia, on the shores of the Adriatic, where the Mediterranean reaches deepest into the
.heart of Europe. We are proud to be part of the sea that connects Europe, Africa and Asia

:Many global paths cross here. Development has always been closely connected with the coast and the sea
merchant ships, maritime transport, fishery and saltpans have all marked these shores, from Antiquity and
.the Venetian Republic through the Illyrian Provinces to contemporary Europe

,There are major ports and development hubs here: Koper and Trieste, Venice and Rijeka, while pipelines
.railways and highways reach into the heart of Europe

Today, the Mediterranean is the most visited tourist destination in the world: so, pressures on the coastal
.and maritime resources are increasing

When we talk about a triple crisis today — climate change, pollution and loss of biodiversity — it is not
something distant. We all experience its consequences. Last year, the Mediterranean part of Slovenia
experienced a period of intense drought followed by the biggest forest fire in our history, while in August
Ithis year we were victims of the most dramatic river floodings ever

Unfortunately, the Mediterranean is today also witnessing a security crisis, increasing conflicts and the
atrocities of war. We have reached a point at which peace and security in the Mediterranean are not
.something self-evident

We need to create the conditions to improve water, food, energy, biotic and climate security. All this can
.be achieved only with peace and sincere cooperation among nations and between generations

It is no coincidence then that collaboration with the younger generation is a key topic this year in Portoroz
Intergenerational and cross-border collaboration are the main weapons for improving the quality of life for
Ipeople on the shores of our sea. Here lies the real force of the Barcelona Convention

Slovenia is proud to be taking over the presidency of the Barcelona Convention for the next two years. We
are honoured to be in the company of Turkey and Egypt in actively contributing to cooperation in the
.Mediterranean

— An important step on this road is signing the Programme of Cooperation Danube — Black Sea
Mediterranean. For the first time in history, it defines concrete, agreed actions to monitor the Danube
Basin, as the most international river basin in the world and reduce its potential harmful impact on the
.coastal and maritime ecosystems of the Black Sea and the Mediterranean

By introducing protected areas on the sea and by respecting the importance of green and blue corridors in
.development planning, we are building a safer future for new generations of citizens of the Mediterranean

What matters to us is a human-centred approach. Our citizens must be at the centre of green transition. A
.healthy environment — also a healthy marine environment - is a human right

,Excellencies

During COP 22 in Antalya, you supported a ground-breaking decision on »the designation of the
Mediterranean Sea, as a whole, as an Emission Control Area for Sulphur Oxides« - a decision we will
implement during the Slovene presidency! This will considerably improve the quality of air in the
Mediterranean. This is also our concrete message to the contracting parties of the Paris Agreement, who
are during the course of these days debating in Dubai actions to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases
from fossil fuels
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Cooperation on a global level is essential to achieve the optimal and sustainable use of coastal resources
.and democratic and socio-economic progress of all countries involved

Slovenia is very much involved in environmental, water, peace and security diplomacy — and this will be
.the priority of our mandate at the Security Council of the United Nations in the years 2024 and 2025

,Honoured friends

Many thanks for your sincere efforts in the last few days to improve our common document. We
understand the Portoroz Declaration to be a very concrete programme of how to reinforce cooperation
lamong Mediterranean countries: to turn finally our decisions into actions

We owe this to our children — and also to the history of this wonderful part of the world whose
descendants we are: from Athens to Rome, from Barcelona to Beirut, from Antalya to Portoroz and
lonwards to Egypt

1Good luck, Mediterranean
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,Excellencies
,Ladies and gentlemen

Welcome to Portoroz and thank you for attending the Ministerial Session of COP 23 of the Barcelona
.Convention and its Protocols

This is the foremost regional gathering on environmental and sustainability issues in the region, where
representatives of the 21 Mediterranean costal countries and the European Union come together under the
:auspices of UNEP/MAP

e to ponder the state of marine and coastal ecosystems

e to consider interactions between socio-economic and natural systems based on science

e and to agree on pathways to decouple development from the drivers of the triple crisis of climate
.change, biodiversity and nature loss, and pollution and waste

Green transition in the Mediterranean: from decisions to actions” is the theme that the Bureau of the*
.Contracting Parties articulated and adopted for the Ministerial Session today

Two years after the adoption of the Antalya Ministerial Declaration, which was tantamount to a regional
green manifesto, time has come to take stock and reflect on acceleration pathways towards greener
.economies

This year, COP 23 will hold a regional prism to COP 28 of UNFCCC (UN Climate Change Conference)
.happening this week in Dubai

,From coastal resilience, and green shipping to the decarbonization of Mediterranean economies
.responding to climate change will appear prominently today, including during the panel discussion

And so will the need to accelerate the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
.Framework in the Mediterranean region

.The transition towards decarbonization and nature-positive economic models is gaining traction

But more, much more, needs to be done. For a green, just, and inclusive transition to take place in the
.Mediterranean, a dual whole-of-government, whole- of-society approach is needed

.Meaningful engagement with youth and women, as key agents of change, is crucial

The full implementation of the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols remains a mandatory step in the
.journey to a greener future

Closing implementation gaps and strengthening enforcement of the Barcelona Convention and its
.Protocols will make Mediterranean economies greener and societies more resilient

.Thank you for your attention
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,Honorable Ministers
Deputy Executive Director UNEP
,Coordinator of UNEP/MAP
Distinguished representatives, Dear colleagues, Dear Friends

It is a great pleasure to be here today in the beautiful coastal city of Portoroz and I would like first to express
my sincere thanks to the Slovenian authorities for hosting the 23" COP Meeting, and my appreciation for
.the work carried out by the Secretariat of UNEP/MAP in organizing this Meeting

,Dear Mediterranean colleagues

We are all here today celebrating the 47th anniversary of the Convention, 47 years of the regional cooperation
established through the Mediterranean Action Plan of the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, to protect
our common heritage, the Mediterranean Sea, and sharing our vision for a clean, pollution-free, healthy and
.sustainable Mediterranean Sea

Alongside these ambitious goals, we need to renew and reinforce our commitment to marine protection and
conservation strategy and remain focused to the continuation of our joint work in close cooperation, under
.the coordination, assistance and support of the Secretariat, which must play a leading role

The Republic of Cyprus, being aware of the significant importance of the Mediterranean Sea and its
environmental and sustainable development challenges strongly support the identified priorities in order to
ensure the protection of its fragile environment, the well-being and prosperity of the Mediterranean citizens
.and is ready to implement the ongoing global and regional processes, goals and targets

I remind you that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our era and we are deeply considered
about its impacts on human and marine life and health, the increase of the marine temperature, the
acidification and deoxygenation, the increase of invasive species and the changes in the abundance and
dispersion of marine species. So, recognizing climate change as a global problem connected to the protection
and sustainability of biodiversity, I strongly believe that the protection of the Mediterranean is of crucial
.Importance

The Republic of Cyprus remains an active Contracting Party of the Barcelona Convention, committing to
participate in common actions with the other Contracting Parties for the successful implementation of the
new Programme of Work for the 2024-2025 biennium for the achievement of a healthy, clean, sustainable
.and climate resilient Mediterranean Sea

Acknowledging the significant importance of our Mediterranean Sea and its environmental and sustainable
development challenges, we are strongly support and welcoming the Portoroz Ministerial Declaration with
.”its main theme on “Green transition in the Mediterranean: from decisions into actions
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,Ladies and Gentlemen

Considering the fact that the creation and sustainable management of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) is one
of the useful tool for the protection of biodiversity, Cyprus has achieved so far the protection of 19 % of its
total marine area, meaning its territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zone, through the establishment of
,marine protected areas designated under various protection regimes, such as Natura 2000 sites, SPAMIs
Fisheries Restricted Areas and areas with no-take zones, in line with the SPA/BD Protocol of the Barcelona
Convention, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the EU Habitats Directive and the EU Biodiversity
Strategy

In support to the above, an extensive and high-resolution mapping of Posidonia oceanica and other important
.habitats under the Habitats Directive along Cyprus’ coastline was completed recently

Also, a research survey with high resolution mapping was undertaken at the deep sea, namely at the
.Eratosthenes Seamount in the EEZ of Cyprus, in order to identify potential presence of sensitive habitats

,Dear Friends

Cyprus has always been devoted to the achievement of the Good Environmental Status of the marine
environment, applying the Mediterranean Ecological Objectives set in the framework of UNEP/MAP and
the Barcelona Convention, resulting to the implementation of the Integrated Monitoring and Assessment
Programme under Ecosystem Approach. This, in turn, has led to informed decision making and effective
.implementation of targeted measures

Recently, the updated Program of Measures of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive was finalized and
submitted to the EU, including the National Action Plans (NAPs) that were agreed under the Land Based
.Sources Protocol, of the Barcelona Convention

,Last but not least

We consider essential, to actively involve young generation, to give them voice and listen to their innovative
ideas on addressing the environmental and climatic challenges, if we want to achieve our common goal of
protecting and improving biodiversity for a healthier and more productive marine environment and thus a
.better quality of life and prosperity for everyone

Let me assure you that Cyprus is fully engaged in the implementation of the Barcelona Convention and its
Protocols by supporting them on a technical and political level and taking concrete actions to ensure a healthy
.and prosperous future for current and future generations

.Thank you for your attention
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Good morning
,Heads of Delegation and Member States to the Barcelona Convention

Firs of all, I would like to express my thanks and appreciation to the Republic of Slovenia for hosting

the 23" Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Barcelona Convention. I had wished to be
,among you today in this important COP, but due to prior engagement I have not been able to participate

but I am very keen to follow very closely with the Egyptian Delegation the deliberations and the results
.of this Conference

In a world that is approaching the year 2024, so many global environmental challenges that faces our
world and put our future generations at risk, issues related to the Mediterranean Sea come at a higher
.agenda and we should all strive and work so closely in order to overcome those challenges

The Barcelona Convention will be able, through the upcoming years, to stand up, together with the
member States and the International Organizations, to show and to proof to the world that blue economy
.could be achieved, and the Sustainable Development Goals would also be achieved

In that regard, I really wish you all successful deliberations and looking forward to seeing you in Egypt
.to continue our pathway together towards a Mediterranean Sea that is free from pollution

.Thank you
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It is a pleasure for me to speak to you all today, in this important meeting among so many respected
.colleagues, in this historic city on the Mediterranean coast

.I also would like to thank the republic of Slovenia for this hospitality and excellent organizing this event

At the start, let me thank the Secretariat of Barcelona Convention for their excellent work in the past two
years particularly, for conducting an excellent pilot projects in several countries in which Libyan was among
.them

,This comes within the framework of building capacity and help the countries implement the IMAP. In fact
Libya found that the conduction of pilot projects and training programmers were good tools for building
.capacity particularly for the assessment and evaluation of the pollution level in the marine environment

We all know that assessment and evaluation needs monitoring data, and we all know that there are still
difficulties in this issue to many Mediterranean Countries. The contracting parties thankfully have put in
place national monitoring programs that, among others, monitor the status of the marine environment
.concerning Contaminants of the Ecological Objective 9 (EOQ9)

.Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen

Libya is strongly believe that monitoring at the national level is the basis for the sub-regional and regional
Mediterranean environmental assessments. In this regard, Libya propose and request to the Secretariat, to
include in the upcoming biennium a programme of a number of pilot projects activities that foresees
provision of the technical support to CPs and help the countries to apply assessment methodologies
.developed and applied for the 2023 MED Quality status Report

Finally, I wish to express our commitment to the regional vision of a clean and healthy Mediterranean Sea
and Coast within the framework of the Barcelona Convention system for pursuing of a Good Environmental
Status in the M

Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear all

As regional community, we must rise to the challenge and deliver — even as the multilateral system is facing
unprecedented pressure such as pollution, climate change, threats to species and ecosystems of the marine
environment. We at Libya are grateful for all assistance received and I do realize that there is much work
ahead of you over the next years as we pursue our common work towards making progress on ending the
environmental problem in our Mediterranean Sea. So, I ask for your continued support and determination to
.do that

.Thank you for your attention
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Excelencias, honorables ministros, distinguidos delegados, sefioras y sefiores. Ante todo, me gustaria
agradecer al Gobierno Esloveno su amable hospitalidad y los esfuerzos en la organizacion de este
importante evento. Y tengo el placer de dirigirles estas palabras no s6lo en nombre de Espaiia, sino
.también como Presidencia de turno del Consejo de la Unién Europea, en este segundo semestre de 2023

El Convenio de Barcelona para la proteccion del medio marino y la region costera del Mediterraneo es un
,foro incomparable en el que confluimos distintas culturas, pueblos, formas de vida y de pensamiento para
.mediante el entendimiento mutuo, hacer del mar que nos bafia un lugar saludable y sostenible

,Y con ese convencimiento, ahora mas que nunca es el momento de pasar de las decisiones a la accion
parafraseando el lema de esta Conferencia de las Partes. Los diferentes niveles del Convenio, basados en el
conocimiento cientifico, hemos de estar coordinados para que los resultados sean efectivos, apropiados y
dirigidos a afrontar los problemas més urgentes de forma integral y tomando todos los elementos de los
.ecosistemas, terrestres y marinos como base de proteccion

Somos conscientes de que formamos parte de una gran familia mediterranea y que representantes de alto
nivel, negociadores, técnicos y personal de apoyo hemos de hacer todo lo posible para que nuestro mar no
.se deteriore y siga siendo el nexo de cohesion de la region

No queremos dejar pasar la oportunidad de agradecer a la Unidad de Coordinacion del Convenio de
Barcelona, junto con el resto de Centros de Actividad Regionales, su dedicacion y esfuerzo para coordinar
.el trabajo comun

,EI trabajo realizado durante este tltimo bienio, por parte de todos los involucrados, ha demostrado que
gracias a esta colaboracion y esfuerzo conjunto, los resultados obtenidos han sido satisfactorios. En esta
.semana se aprobaran algunos instrumentos relevantes que ayudaran a seguir protegiendo nuestro mar

Sin embargo, a pesar de estos resultados, el Mediterraneo sigue enfrentandose a numerosas amenazas que
pueden provocar, no s6lo una disminucién del buen estado ambiental de sus aguas, sino también un
deterioro de la vida que confluye a lo largo de sus costas. Ademas, en los ltimos tiempos, los eventos
extremos ligados al incremento de temperatura de sus aguas han golpeado diversas zonas de nuestras
.costas de forma severa

Para Espafia, asi como para el grupo de paises que representamos como Presidencia del Consejo de la
Unién Europea, la importancia del Mediterraneo se extiende mas alla de sus fronteras. A lo largo de los
afios y hasta nuestros dias, sus recursos naturales han contribuido al desarrollo de las civilizaciones, por lo
.que la conservacion y proteccion de esos recursos es una responsabilidad para todos nosotros
Celebramos, por tanto, las decisiones que vamos a adoptar durante esta reunion de las partes, decisiones
que afrontan de manera directa los problemas actuales de la region. Entre ellas, destacamos los tres nuevos
planes regionales: de acuicultura, agricultura y aguas pluviales; asi como la modificacion del Protocolo de
Areas Especialmente Protegidas y Biodiversidad para incluir nuevas especies, en linea con la hoja de ruta
.marcada afios atras para la mejora del medio ambiente marino en nuestra region

Estas decisiones vienen a sumarse a otros logros recientes alcanzados en el foro de la Organizacion
Maritima Internacional, gracias, de nuevo, al esfuerzo conjunto de los paises Mediterraneos hoy presentes
.en esta Conferencia de las Partes
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Me refiero, por supuesto, a la Zona de Control de Emisiones de Azufre (SECA) del Mediterraneo, que
entrara en vigor en mayo de 2025, y que esperamos pueda tener su continuidad en un futuro préximo con
la declaracion también de Zona de control de emisiones de Nitrogeno (NECA), para lo cual van a iniciarse
.proximamente los trabajos técnicos en el seno de este Convenio

Quisiera también referirme especialmente a la declaracion, en julio de este afo, del Mediterraneo
noroccidental como Zona Maritima Especialmente Sensible, con el objetivo de reducir el riesgo de colision
con cetaceos y de episodios de contaminacion generados por buques. Esta nueva Zona Maritima
Especialmente Sensible ha sido un logro clave para la proteccion de la biodiversidad marina y costera y
supone, ademas, una contribucion efectiva al Programa de Accion Estratégico Post-2020 para la
Conservacion de la Diversidad Biologica y la Gestion Sostenible de los Recursos Naturales en la Region
.Mediterranea y un modelo a reproducir en otras areas del Mediterraneo

Me gustaria, igualmente, aplaudir el tema elegido para esta sesion ministerial y que, a la vista de la ultima
informacion sobre la situacion ambiental, tanto a nivel regional como global, es de vital importancia para
nuestros ecosistemas: es decir, llevar a cabo acciones concretas para conseguir la transicion hacia un
Mediterraneo mas verde. Ademas, compartimos la idea de involucrar a las generaciones mas jovenes en
este proceso como un elemento esencial para conseguirlo. Los jovenes, como representantes de las futuras
generaciones, han de estar involucrados en este proceso, de forma que puedan tomar el relevo y participar
.en la generacion de una cultura sostenible en torno a la region

Es necesario, asimismo, seguir enfocando nuestros esfuerzos en priorizar politicas para la conservacion de
,iuestros ecosistemas marinos y costeros, al igual que fomentar la colaboracion entre gobiernos
instituciones, comunidades locales y organizaciones internacionales. Las economias verde y azul han de
estar muy presentes en el desarrollo econémico de la region, como fuentes perdurables de generacion de
.empleo y riqueza, a la par que nexo con la sostenibilidad y la conservacion del entorno

En este sentido, la ordenacion del espacio maritimo constituye una herramienta imprescindible para lograr
el equilibrio entre el desarrollo sostenible de los sectores maritimos y costeros y la necesaria proteccion
ambiental. Y en este punto, apartandome por un momento de nuestro papel como Presidencia de la Union
Europea, quisiera compartir con ustedes que, en Espafia, hemos aprobado en este afio 2023 los primeros
Planes de Ordenacion del Espacio Maritimo, contando para ello con una muy amplia participacion de
.sectores, organismos cientificos, sociedad civil y administraciones

El multilateralismo ha demostrado, en numerosas ocasiones, su valia para la proteccion de nuestros mares
y prueba de ello son los grandes avances en la proteccion de nuestros mares y océanos en los tltimos
tiempos. Como ejemplo, el reciente Tratado de los océanos para la proteccion de la biodiversidad mas alla
de las fronteras nacional (BBNJ), o el futuro tratado sobre plasticos, ambos bajo el amparo de Naciones
Unidas, que reflejan la creciente concienciacion sobre el medio ambiente marino y su impacto en nuestra
.sociedad

Como he sefialado, es nuestra responsabilidad actuar para garantizar un Mediterraneo prospero y saludable
para las generaciones futuras. Por eso, debemos ser el faro de la sociedad que, iluminado por el
conocimiento cientifico, guie las politicas y acciones para proteger y respetar nuestro mar. El futuro
.depende de nosotros, de todos nosotros

.Muchas gracias
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,Your Excellency Madame State Secretary
,Your Excellency Deputy Executive Director of UNEP
,Your Excellency Coordinator of the Mediterranean Action Plan

,Distinguished Delegates and colleagues

Let me, first, express our appreciation to the Government of Slovenia for hosting the 23" Meeting of the
.Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention in this beautiful place, and for its warm hospitality

I would also like to congratulate the UNEP/MAP Secretariat, personally the Coordinator Tatjana Hema, for
the important work and efforts to effectively address our common challenges and to further strengthen the
.status of the Mediterranean Action Plan regionally and globally

The Mediterranean Sea must be a sea that unite us and not divide us. And that’s what the Barcelona
.Convention is about

The cornerstone for that is for all of us to respect a common set of rules, that is to respect the rule of
.international law. And the cornerstone of the international law as regards the sea is UNCLOS

To promote the sustainable development and the environmental protection of the Mediterranean Sea, Greece
:follows a comprehensive policy that has 3 pillars

e Transition to climate neutrality

e Promotion of circular economy

e Protection of natural environment
With regard to climate change, Greece remains firmly committed to the collective efforts to achieve
the Paris Agreement targets. We strongly believe that all countries developed and developing have to adopt
NDC:s that correspond to the target of limiting the temperature increase of the planet to 1,5 degrees °C. And
.unfortunately, that’s not the case so far

On the contrary, we are growing our economy while lowering emissions — in total our emissions are down
.as we turn increasingly to renewable energy %43

In our National Climate Law, adopted last year, we have set ambitious targets for 2030 and 2040 (55% and
respectively reduction of our GHG emissions compared to the reference year of 1990) towards climate %90
neutrality by 2050, starting by decommissioning all lignite powered plants by 2028. We have already cut
.our coal use by over 80%

Based on our National Energy and Climate Plan, Greece will surpass the target attributed to us by the EU
legislation for 2030 by 23%. By 2030 80% of our electricity will be produced by RES. Already the RES



UNEP/MED 1G.26/22
38 dsiuall

penetration has reached about 50%. Last year, our penetration of wind and solar was the 7™ highest in the
.world, and our installed capacity was the 5™ highest on a per capita basis

Our Climate Law supports also adaptation mainstreaming to all related strategies and action plans also
through nature-based solutions and green infrastructure. We must devote more resources to resilience. The
.adaptation gap is as important as the emissions gap

Special focus is given on greening our numerous islands. For that, apart from the GR-eco Islands initiative
where we mobilize private funding, we have secured more than 2 billion € from EU funds for the
.decarbonization of the islands through a dedicated Decarbonization Fund

In the field of circular economy, Greece’s new National Circular Economy Action Plan sets concrete
,actions for all stakeholders up to 2025, with emphasis on drastically reducing single-use plastics. Greece
with such an extended coastline, is considerably affected by plastic marine litter. In this context, we have
,adopted the target to reduce plastic litter by 50% and microplastics by 30%, by 2030. To achieve this target
we need to apply the source-to-sea approach. We have also committed to collect and recycle 40% of fishing
.gear containing plastic, starting from 2025

Regarding marine environment, Greece, has decided to declare 10% of the Greek territorial waters
as a no-take zone by 2030 and we already plan bold measures to make this happen. We have adopted by law
the target to protect at least 30% of its sea areas by 2030 (and we will do so much sooner, probably by 2025)
and to rehabilitate 30% of specific marine habitat types by 2030. We have also secured funds through the
Recovery and Resilience Fund to set up a state-of-the-art surveillance system to effectively patrol these areas
.by 2026

Before closing, I would like to draw your attention to the upcoming 9th Our Ocean Conference, to be hosted
.by Greece, on 16-17 April 2024

The Conference will highlight important aspects for ensuring the sustainable management and conservation
;of the seas and oceans and their resources, by focusing, particularly on: sustainable tourism; green shipping
.and the reduction of plastic & microplastic pollution

An additional priority area of the Conference introduced by Greece will be the Green transition in the
.Mediterranean, as a horizontal element across the six standard areas of action of the Our Ocean Conferences
We, therefore, urge all contracting parties, Mediterranean partners and stakeholders to submit ambitious
voluntary commitments, to highlight at the global level that the Mediterranean remains at the forefront of
.environmental protection and sustainable development, and we invite you all to work together to this end

.Thank you
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President, (President of the Conference), Distinguished Ministers,

Honourable Ambassadors and fellow delegates,

On behalf of the EU, I would like to thank you for inviting us to beautiful Portoroz, and for the
warm hospitality we have received. My special thanks go to both the host country Slovenia, and
the UNEP/MAP Coordination Unit for the excellent organisation and preparation of the event
.ensuring that we can work efficiently and in good ambiance

,Commissioner Sinkevicius, the European Commissioner responsible for Environment, Oceans
Fisheries as well as Environment, regrets that he is unable to join us and sends his best wishes
for a successful meeting
The Barcelona Convention and UNEP MAP have been pivotal in delivering progress towards a
.health and sustainable Mediterranean region. COP23 represents another milestone in this process
In the light of the new Global Biodiversity Framework, and the ongoing negotiations on the
UNFCCC COP 28 in Dubai, this Convention needs to send a clear signal to the world: we support
.an ambitious environmental agenda for a green transition in the Mediterranean

This green transition comes at a crucial moment. To limit the world temperature rise to 1.5
!degrees, prevent pollution and halt the loss of biodiversity, we need to act now
This is why the EU welcomes the Portoroz Ministerial Declaration, ‘A Green transition for the
Mediterranean: from decisions to actions’, which we will adopt later today. We will reaffirm our
,political commitment to protect the marine environment of the Mediterranean, in an inclusive
fair and equitable way

(COP main deliverables in line with EU Green Deal)

This COP is ready to adopt several key milestones, which are fully aligned with the EU Green
:Deal agenda and Zero Pollution Strategy

Firstly, the Quality Status Report 2023. To understand if our actions are delivering results, it is
paramount to monitor the state and evolution of the Mediterranean marine and coastal
environment. This will provide the scientific evidence that we need for further decision making
.and for tackling the remaining challenges

Secondly, three new Regional Plans on sustainable agriculture, aquaculture and stormwater
management. Pollution from land-based sources is heavily impacting the Mediterranean Sea, and
.we need effective plans and timelines for delivering action to limit further pollution

Thirdly, inclusion of new species of rays and sharks in the Biodiversity Protocol to the
Convention. These species are in a critical state needing a high level of protection. The
Mediterranean is a biodiversity hotspot, but we need to continue to protect it if we want to
.preserve its diversity for future generations

These deliverables will drive forward the green transition that we so desperately want for the
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,Mediterranean. But to ensure its future success, we need to ensure that the transition is equitable
fair and inclusive

® A fair transition means we leave nobody behind. To do this we will need to share the costs
in an equitable way, through effective social and fiscal policies and ensure that sufficient
.support is available for those that need it

® This also includes regional solidarity, both within countries as well as between countries
around the Med sea-basin, on a basis of respectful partnership

® And finally, it is necessary to gain full citizen support and involvement, especially
from young people (our future leaders!) and empowering the role of women in the
.transition process

UNEP MAP is in an ideal position to help the countries in this green transition, offering
.nature-based solutions and ensuring an all inclusive approach

e |The EU also stands ready to help and support the process

(Barcelona in the Global context)

The EU is fully part of the Barcelona Convention. Our common efforts and interests are not simply
a legal relationship, nor are they limited to applying the ecosystem approach or to contributing
.to the implementation of our Marine Strategy Framework Directive

e  Our common interests are broader and derive from the UN Sustainable Development Goals, our
.common horizon to which all Barcelona Parties are committed

Not only has the Barcelona Convention achieved a lot for its own marine region, but it has also
been instrumental for contributing to the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and the
resolution of global challenges that remain ahead of us, notably in relation to Biodiversity and
.Climate Change

About climate change, we would like UNEP-MAP to further intensify activities in the area of
climate change, seeking full implementation of global commitments under the Paris Agreement
at the regional level of the Mediterranean. This includes the further decarbonization of the blue
.economy sectors, including maritime transport

Finally, we believe that the triple planetary crisis (climate/energy — food — biodiversity/pollution)
,we are faced with today, requires an integrated, multisectoral response. In the maritime context
this should build on marine spatial planning geared towards long term sustainability, taking full
.account of the carrying capacity of the marine environment

(Conclusions)
e To conclude, the Mediterranean Sea is an area rich in history and culture and for centuries it has
played a critical role in the development of shipping and trade. But it is also a fragile and closed
Isea, with densely inhabited coastal areas and unique natural features. It needs our protection

e [ am confident that our meeting today will deliver the necessary building blocks for a green
transition in the region. Let’s work all together to make this a reality. Let us make sure that in
when UNEP MAP celebrates its 50" anniversary we can look back with pride and forward ,2025
.to a hopeful future for the Mediterranean
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,Mesdames messieurs les Ministres
,Madame la Secrétaire exécutive
Mesdames messieurs les chefs de délégation

Je suis honorée de représenter la France aujourd’hui a cette réunion si importante pour 1’environnement
marin de la Méditerranée. Permettez-moi de féliciter le Secrétariat de la Convention pour la préparation de
cette conférence des Parties, ainsi que la Slovénie pour son accueil. Vous pouvez compter sur le plein
.soutien de la France pour votre présidence dans les deux années a venir

Les prochaines années seront décisives dans la lutte contre le changement climatique, la perte de
biodiversité et la lutte contre la pollution. En Méditerranée, une des mers les plus riches au monde en
maticre de diversité biologique avec plus de 17 000 espéces recensées, le constat est inquiétant : 40% des
espéces marines sont considérées en déclin. La région méditerranéenne connait une perte de la biodiversité
marine parmi les plus importantes au monde. De méme, le récent rapport du réseau d'experts
méditerranéens sur le climat et les changements environnementaux, le MedECC désigne la Méditerranée
comme le deuxiéme hotspot mondial le plus menacé par le changement climatique, derriére la région
Arctique. Ainsi, pour 2°C de réchauffement climatique au-dessus de la valeur préindustrielle, les
températures diurnes maximales en Méditerranée augmenteront vraisemblablement de 3,3°C. Une réponse
.urgente et coordonnée est impérative

Pour ce faire, la France contribue au travail primordial de la Convention de Barcelone par I’intermédiaire
de contributions volontaires et je suis heureuse d’annoncer une nouvelle contribution pour I’année 2023, a
la hauteur de 1,4ME€. Elle s’ajoute a la contribution volontaire de 2022, qui €tait a hauteur de 1,1M€. Ces
contributions permettront de soutenir la mise en ceuvre du programme de travail de la Convention et
,notamment de renforcer les activités de protection de la biodiversité et la lutte contre la pollution plastique
.entre autres

C’est aussi cette volonté de répondre concrétement a 1’'urgence environnementale en passant des décisions
a ’action qui a motivé le lancement du Plan d’Action pour une Méditerranée exemplaire (PAMEX) par le
Président de la République, en 2021. Il est articulé autour de quatre priorités : la protection de la
.biodiversité, la lutte contre la pollution, contre la surpéche, et la décarbonation du transport maritime

A I’approche du cinquantiéme anniversaire du Programme des mers régionales, en 2024, et de la
Convention de Barcelone, en 2025, je voudrais rappeler la centralité des conventions de mers régionales
dans la gouvernance internationale de 1’Océan. C’est pour cela que nous avons proposé au Programme des
Nations Unies pour I’Environnement d’organiser la réunion annuelle des Conventions de mers régionales a
Nice, en juin 2025, lors de la Conférence des Nations Unies sur 1’Océan, que nous co-organisons avec le
.Costa Rica

Nous voulons faire de cette Conférence un moment historique pour 1’océan, dans la suite du One Ocean

Summit de Brest. Nous ’organisons sur la fagade méditerranéenne a dessein. Cette Conférence s’articulera

autour de trois priorités : la convergence du multilatéralisme, les financements et 1’économie bleus, et la
.science
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La Conférence des Nations Unies sur I’Océan devra étre un moment de convergence du multilatéralisme et
nous souhaitons que soit conclu un Pacte pour 1’Océan, qui permettrait d’accélérer toutes les négociations
et la mise en ceuvre des textes qui y sont relatifs. Je pense a ’entrée en vigueur du traité BBNJ en 2025 ou
a la finalisation des négociations relatives au traité plastique en 2024 qui pourront étre valorisés lors de
,JUNOC. La mise en ceuvre de 1’objectif protection de 30% de la plancte du cadre de Kunming-Montréal
.et sa déclinaison méditerranéenne par la stratégie SAPBIO, seront également primordiales

Je vous donne donc rendez-vous en juin 2025 a Nice, en France pour la Conférence des Nations Unies sur
1’Océan

.Je vous remercie
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,Dear Ministers, Deputy Executive Director, Ms. Maruma Mrema, Coordinator of UNEP/MAP, Ms. Hema
,Ladies and Gentlemen

First of all I would like to show my appreciation to the Government of Slovenia, for welcoming us in the
beautiful city of Portoroz, and secondly the secretariat for all the coordinating efforts to reach out the
.previous decision taken under the Barcelona Convention

.As it is recognized and agreed now it is time to translate the decisions into actions

The triple crisis, loss of biodiversity, pollution both of air and water, waste and climate change are issues
that need to be treated in a concerted manner, and I think the time has come. We need to take actions
.without any reservation

I am here on behalf of the Albanian Government and I would like to show that Albania is committed to
take concrete measures to halt the loss of biodiversity, tackle the pollution both of air and water, waste
and to mitigate the effects of climate change by using both nature based solutions and ecosystem based
.approach

The Ministry of Tourism and Environment on behalf of Albanian Government has tried to respond to the
protection and conservation of environment and to climate change challenges with concrete policies and
programs, as well as by significantly enhancing cooperation with key development partners and other
.international donors and institutions

The adoption, implementation and enforcement of the EU acquis on Environment is an obligation for
.Albania as accessing country in the framework of the Stabilisation and Association Process

Furthermore, the EU Green Deal and the Green Agenda for Western Balkans, altogether and in the frame
of global attention that biodiversity and climate has received, are at the focus of the work of the Ministry
for the year 2023 and beyond towards green transition

Albania is committed to put both efforts and resources available to work on conservation of biodiversity
waste management, while creating the enabling environment for circular and blue economy, and becoming
.resilient by mitigating the effects of climate

Interlinkage between the three Rio Conventions (biodiversity, land degradation and climate change) and
Barcelona Convention, requires actions in an accord and unified manner, and I am glad that our Ministry is
trying to bring implementation of the Conventions in an effective and efficient way,despite the limited
.human and financial resources

There is a commitment towards the process of transition from linear to a circular and green economy and
its underpinning principles which require changes in both production and consumption to decouple
economic growth from resources use. In order to achieve this transition, it is necessary that we ensure a
sustainable supply of raw materials, increase resource productivity and retain the resources with our
economies for as long as possible. With the aim to reduce pressure on available natural resources and
energy and to extend products’ lifetime, research and innovation systems need to provide further boost to



UNEP/MED 1G.26/22
44 daial)

developing sustainable solutions, which will contribute to environmental protection and minimise the
.amount of waste generated in the region

:In this perspective, Albania is working on

. Take measures to protect and conserve biodiversity. The surface of the protected areas has been
increased to 21.4% of the surface of the country. A new MPA, the Porto Palermo has been designated. We
.have designated Vjosa the last free flowing river in Europe as National Park

. Conclude and implement a regional agreement on prevention of plastic pollution, including
specifically addressing the priority issue of marine litter and cleaning the rivers which are the main
;polluters of the seas

. ,Develop circular economy strategies looking at the entire lifecycle of products, waste prevention
;modern waste management and recycling, re-use, repair and re-manufacturing

. ,Design and implement consumer-targeted initiatives raising awareness of citizens on waste
;separate collection and sustainable consumption

Transition to circular economy, where waste is seen as a source of material by its return to the economy as
.raw material, will be profitable for both the environment and national economy

Blue economy programme

Albania’s General National Spatial Plan 2015-2030 singles out the coast as the most important zone of the
national territory because of our position, natural values, biodiversity significance, and cultural and
.historical heritage

Competing demands from multiple users in the coastal and marine space have resulted in sub-optimal
development or missed economic opportunities, while imposing multiple stresses on finite coastal systems
.and resources

Our Government is taking actions for tackling coastal and marine pollution, aspiring to progressively
.become the first European plastic-free country

A Blue Economy Programme is developed following a participatory approach and in consultation and
.cooperation with line Ministries in charge and World Bank that recently approved the project

Based in four components, the Blue Economy Programme seeks to: (i) Improve institutional and human
capacity for delivering the maritime economy, (ii) Create appropriate financial mechanisms to support
private sector by improving public fishery related infrastructure, (iii) Establish the Albanian coast as a hub
in the region and broader, and (iv) Consolidate tourism hubs (clusters) and maritime ecosystems by
securing provisions of financial support for small and medium enterprises (SMEs), fishermen and other
.communities which livelihoods de[end on maritime activities

:In that respect, we are engaged with local authorities towards

. Achieving a "zero waste society". This is a major local challenge that needs assistance and
,exchange on best practices to make the most effective investment choices in terms of prevention
collection and treatment of municipal waste. All this in order to implement the waste hierarchy and, as a
.minimum, to reach the European targets

. The full implementation of the "polluter pays principle" to help local and regional authorities in
.meeting EU waste targets and also limit the financial and organisational burden on them

Tourism sector
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The Albanian economy is aiming for a new economic model which in its essence imposes involvement in
the potentials of growth and social cohesion of factors and sectors that make it more productive and more
competitive. In the challenges of medium and long-term developments of the Albanian economy, tourism
is considered one of the most potential sectors to achieve higher economic growth and with positive effects
on increasing employment and real income. This year we had almost 8 million tourists, and we expect to
increase the number in the coming years, by aiming a-year around tourism. Of course tourism development
,will be based on and supported by environmental protection, including natural resources, ecosystems
landscapes, biodiversity, etc. and, in some areas, it will also be supported by the improvement of the
.existing environment

Tourism development will ensure the social structures and social welfare of the inhabitants of tourist
.destinations, of the people working in this business and of the whole society
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Your Excellencies

,Mr President of the COP23
,Ministers

Delegates

,Ladies and Gentlmen

It is my great pleasure to adress at the 23 Conference of Parties signatories of Barcelona Convention, here in
.Portoroz in the beautifull Republic of Slovenija

I wolud like to greet all of you and express gratitude to the UNEP/MAP and the Government of Republic of
,Slovenija for the perfect organization this demanding and important Conference in this very challenging time
,burdened by climate changes problems, marine litter pollutions, changing of biodiversity, loss of species
other environmental problems caused by humans, as well as other challenges we are facing this days in the

.east part of Mediterranean

LIt is always a great honor for the BiH delegation to be among the members of the Barcelona Convention
particularly this year when we celebrate two important 30 anniversaries - 30 years of Post Rio Barcelona
Convention and 30 years since BiH officially became a member of the Barcelona Convention, during the

.eighth meeting of the signatory countries of the Barcelona Convention held in 1993, Antalya, Turkey

For the past 30 years, we have put a lot of effort in fulfilling the obligations of the Barcelona Convention
.thanks to significant help and support from UNEP/MAP Office in Athens and its Regional Action Centers

By doing so, BIH benefited greatly in harmonizing with other Mediterranean countries in the application of
.modern environmental protection trends focusing on the coastal area in Bosnia and Herzegovina

The past two-year period, which coincided with the 30th anniversary of MAP membership, included probably
:the largest number of activities so far. Among them, I would like to highlight some of the most important

®  In September 2022, we had an official and working visit of the UNEP/MAP Coordinator, Mrs
Tatjana Hema, and during this visit, the Mrs. Hema have had a meeting with the Minister of Foreign
.Trade and Economic Relations, Mr. StaSa KoSarac in Sarajevo

®m  Besides, the two site visits to our two cities Tuzla and Banja Luka were organized in the framework
of the implementation of GEF- MedProgramme: Child Project 1.1 Reducing Pollution from Harmful
.Chemicals and Wastes in Mediterranean Hot Spots and Measuring Progress to Impacts

The project is implemented in GEF eligible countries including Bosnia and Herzegovina. The site
.visits related to the soil remediation by removing PCBs and mercury from these areas

At the end of wvisit to BIH, the Coordinator visited to our coastal town Neum, where Ms. Hema
.attended a ceremony to celebrate Mediterranean Coast Day

B Within the same program, BIH has also elaborated Trans-boundary Diagnostic analysis with a
.support of MUNEP/AP secretariat and NAP consultant
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B We have completed the first CAMP for BIH, which lasted 2 years with the full support of
UNEP/MAP Office, PAP/RAC, SPA/RAC, REMPEC, MEDPOL, EU Delegation Office in Bosnia
.and Herzegovina, and other organisations and NGO-s

B We also undertook a very significant set of activities, which we also realized for the first time in
.Bosnia and Herzegovina

In order to reach the full compliance with the MAP/IMAP approach and principles as well as with
earlear elaborated IMAP program for BIH, we were working on monitoring of the sea and
.assessment of its environmental status, specifically for litter an pollution cluster

.These activities were undertaken with the full support and assistance of MAP and MEDPOL experts

B Bosnia and Herzegovina prepared Contingency Plana as well as National Plan for implementation
of Contingency Plan, so we need some efforts to adopt it at the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and
.Herzegovina for the adopt this documents

Although, we are satisfied with the achievements so far related to Barcelona Convention, there is still a lot
of activity to be done. BH is faced with several unrealized obligations toward Barcelona Convention, the
:most important of which are

» The Ratification of the: Hazardous Waste Protocol, Of-shore Protocol and ICZM Protocol and
.amendments to the Dumping Protocol

»  Given that current legislation does not set any provision for monitoring and assessment of the marine
environment, institutional and legal solutions related to IMAP implementation in BIH needs to be
found in order to ensure compliance of B&H with commitments it undertook by adopting IMAP
.and Quality Status Report Decisions

» ,Further promotion of EUSAIR activities in the Adriatic and lonina Sea as a Part of Mediterranean
particulary in process of including youngs in this process, which is in accordance of Ministerial
.Declaration

Supporting Slovenian Presidency and EU activities at this COP23, wishing us fruitfull conference. At the
end I would thank host country for the perfect organisation of this Conference and especially to Mr. Mitja
.Bricelj and its team for excellent job thay did

!Thank you
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Thank you M1/Ms Chair,
Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I join in thanking our hosts (both Slovenia and Secretary) for organizing this Conference. This Conference
is giving us chance to continue important work on marine and coastal protection. Results of all the goals
- achieved are crucial for the protection of Mediterranean environment. As it is constantly emphasized
.Mediterranean is a valuable asset. We all should know better — it’s priceless

Mediterranean is home to some of the world’s most diverse ecosystems. It also has riches in its cultural
diversity and its historic heritage. Besides all that, Mediterranean also has few well preserved beaches. It
appears that everyone wants them. All these riches have their price tags. From the environment protection
view, amounts on price tags are obviously too low. They are low all around us. These price tags have
direct effect on the pressures Mediterranean is exposed to. Decades of irresponsible practices at sea and
on land shifted this inlet so far out of balance, that we are now positive that the global climate change risk
.is even more risky here in the Mediterranean

We, all together, are risking not to ever be able to protect it for our descendants. Therefore, we
wholeheartedly support the idea behind this COP’s slogan and call upon all parties on an urgent action for
.protection and preservation of our common heritage

While thinking of Croatia’s membership in the UNEP/MAP, going on for 30 years now, we also recollect
of over 30 years of Post Rio Barcelona Convention. Integrated approach summarizing economic, social
and environmental dimension of sustainable development, concluded in Rio, conceived an ambitious
.endeavour to try and manage coastal zones in the Mediterranean

JIn order to achieve sustainable development by providing solutions for complex social, ecological
economic and institutional problems in coastal areca, PAP/RAC was established. Croatia is honoured to
have had the chance to succeed PAP/RAC hosting. We are, off course, proud of every achievement of all
.other MAP components as well

Our participation in MAP activities led us to implement agreed actions through preparation of various
strategic documents concerning sustainable development, enhancement of monitoring system, emergency
.system for preparedness and response as well as nature protection improvement
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,As far as the Adriatic Sea is concerned, its shallowness makes it very sensitive to pollution on one side
and climate change related damage on the other. Many of our projects and activities in cooperation with
.neighbouring countries tackle these issues trying to reduce pressures and increase cooperation

Harmonized marine and coastal monitoring programs, and scientifically based assessments of the status
of marine and coastal environment make the basis for sound management of this area. In that sense, we
strongly support harmonized implementation of UNEP/MAP Ecosystem Approach Roadmap as well as
Marine Spatial Planning and other ICZM tools as an important preconditions for science-based policy
.making in the service of green transition

Last five decades of Barcelona Convention and UNEP/MAP represent an important legal framework and
.a platform for cooperation and joining forces in undertaking environmental priority actions

,Mr. Chair, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen

Our hopes are that Portoroz Declaration will act as a landmark for our future cooperation and coordination
in applying important COP decisions that we adopt here. I am confident that only together we can build a
.prosperous, peaceful and liveable future for generations to come

Thank you for your attention
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,Thank you chair

,Distinguished Ministers

Dear Madam UNEP/MAP Coordinator
,Dear delegates

,Jadies and gentlemen

In the name of the Israeli delegation to the 23rd meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona
Convention, I would like to thank Slovenia for hosting us in this beautiful Adriatic coast of Portoroz. I
would also like to thank very much the secretariat of UNEP/MAP for the hard and continuous work done
.over the years

Our region, with its rich history and diverse cultures, is facing significant challenges that demand our
collective attention. The first and paramount issue is the urgent need to enhance marine pollution
,prevention. The threat arrives from various sources, including industrial discharges, shipping activities
.and inadequate solid waste management and municipal wastewater treatment

,To preserve the ecological balance, we must strengthen our efforts in the best monitoring practices
,rigorous regulation, followed by enforcement measures, to ensure the sustainable use of this vital resource
.the Med Sea

That is what Israel does, with the unequivocal influence of this convention and its protocols on its national
.legal and regulatory toolbox and the policies thereafter

Israel commits to actively participating in regional initiatives aimed at enhancing the enforcement of the
Barcelona Convention. We believe we have demonstrated over the years, our devotion to the targets set by
the Mediterranean Action Plan, by eliminating Land-based sources, dramatically reduce Land-based
.pollution loads, operating rigorously towards ship-polluting activities and much more

A second issue is collaboration. We strongly believe that by sharing best practices and fostering
collaboration, we can collectively ensure that the Convention's objectives are met, making our economies
.greener and our societies more resilient to environmental challenges

Climate change is a third pressing concern that requires our immediate and collaborative action. The
,Mediterranean region is experiencing the effects of a changing climate, with fast rising sea levels
increased temperatures, and extreme weather events. It is imperative that we implement measures to
mitigate these impacts. Israel remains committed to supporting initiatives that promote climate resilience
and sustainable development in our shared Mediterranean home. We are amid a process that will enable
.the coastline municipalities to have in situ adaptation measures according to the IPCC scenario SSP5 8.5
to this end I would like to congratulate Tiirkiye for the new CC\RAC, which we all hope will assist us all
.in understanding the best techniques and methods we should apply to accommodate this concern

Israel recognizes the significance of evidence-based policies in steering our nation towards a more
sustainable and green future. Our commitment to research and innovation has positioned us as a leading
county in the development and implementation of environmentally sound practices, which we will be
willing to share with our neighboring countries of the Mediterranean. By investing in cutting-edge
technologies and fostering collaboration with the private sectors, Israel has successfully integrated
desalination technologies, waste-water reuse, industrial wastewater treatment, which results in reduction of
.pollution loads and improvement of the marine environment status
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Recognizing the necessity of garnering public support for green policies, Israel has implemented
comprehensive awareness and education programs to engage citizens in the sustainable development
Jjourney. From promoting renewable energy sources to encouraging eco-friendly practices in daily life
.ending with citizen's awareness to a clean coast program

Reflecting on the accomplishments of the past biennium, it is inspiring to note the strides we have made
collectively, as was presented by the secretariat of the last biennium's accomplishments. The collaborative
efforts of the Contracting Parties have yielded positive results in many areas such as the reduction of
plastic pollution, the protection of biodiversity, and the promotion of sustainable fisheries. However, we
cannot rest. There is much more work to be done, and Israel stands ready to contribute actively to these
.ongoing endeavors

As we discuss the environmental challenges facing our region for the next biennium and years to come, |
have listened to the Slovenian Prime Minister this morning, and it saddens me to acknowledge remarks
which were not related to our environmental agenda, while presenting an unbalanced reality. Therefore, 1
.choose not to further comment on that

In conclusion, let this forum continue to be a platform for excellent collaboration, dialogue, and concrete
actions. Together, as Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention, we have the capacity to enhance the
.positive trend of our mutual efforts and lead a better Mediterranean for its people

,But ladies and gentlemen, this opportunity and commitment must come with actions and activities
.regulations and enforcement when needed, enough of declarations. The time for action has long passed

.Thank you
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Honorable Ministers, Her Excellency Deputy Executive Director of UNEP, His Excellency Chair of the
,Conference of the Contracting Parties, distinguished Coordinator of UNEP/MAP, distinguished Delegates
ladies and gentlemen, first of all I wish to thank the Government of Slovenia for hosting and organizing this
meeting in such a beautiful city, Portoroz. Allow me to also thank the UNEP/MAP Coordination Unit and
.in particular Ms. Tatjana Hema and her staff for their excellent work in ensuring a successful meeting

Italy appreciates in particular the organization of a special Ministerial session on “Green transition in the
Mediterranean: From decisions into actions”. Indeed, the selected title immediately indicates a clear direction
to be followed: translate our decisions into actions without hesitations and be determined to achieve concrete
.and effective results

Italy in particular fully shares and agrees on the necessity to urgently address the triple crisis caused by
Biodiversity loss, pollution and climate change, as stressed also at the CBD COP in Montreal last year and
.confirmed at the ongoing COP28 of the UNFCCC

Italy firmly believes in the key role of the Regional Sea Conventions in contributing to the implementation
of global commitments and to this aim has always supported the acknowledgment of their work and value
in the global fora.Over the past five decades, Italy has supported with conviction the mandate, structure, and
work of the Mediterranean Action Plan and Barcelona Convention, including through the dedicated bilateral
.Agreement, and is willing to continue its support in the future

In this context, I am honored to confirm that the promotion of the central role of Regional Sea Conventions
will be included among the priorities of the next G7 Italian Presidency with special attention given to
.pollution prevention, in particular through the promotion of IMO instruments such as SECA and NECA

Italy is willing to provide a strong political input that the whole Regional Mediterranean Community will
benefit from, and, to this purpose, I confirm our full willingness to work together with the Contracting Parties
.and the Secretariat to strengthen synergies for this common objective

Finally, let me express my high appreciation for the participation of young people to this COP: their
enthusiasm and their willingness to contribute to the protection of the marine and coastal environment
represent a further driving force for our commitment that needs to be translated into concrete actions for the
.benefit of present and future generations

Excellencies and Colleagues from the Contracting Parties, Italy is firmly convinced that we do need a change
of paradigm to substantially accelerate our action to deliver effective and substantive results to reverse the
degradation of our environment, that is essential to sustain our life and to ensure prosperity to all
.Mediterranean countries and people

Time has come to change our “business as usual behavior”, time has come to run and not to walk, time has
come to be ambitious and to act as a real community of the Mediterranean region, without timidity and
national egoisms. We are collectively called to demonstrate our resolution and capacity to act: we owe this
.to our people and in particular to the fragile ones and to young people who will inherit this world

.Thank you very much



UNEP/MED 1G.26/22

53 daiall
4,058 dulall _UNEP/MAP COP23
i gl ¢ 989090 <2023 samnd 7
Al 55 g cAumaalal) 3 ) gal) Aslan 5003 (i e glny Jale ) (U s a8latial) (i jlal)
¢4 sall laal
(Sl Claal

5L A e Aibal il

oSl Jaal) L) salodl 5 cld)

anl sl 13gs aSa LA 5 i B &l 51 5 <l oS JB1 ) S iyl )

a1yl i pad il sl 5505 8 sl (o L Lk ALl 5 L 5858555 2y i) i e 23l 5135 o
05 ) Cings R Bl 5) 3 anlpn e el gan 58 45 (ot Le ST (5 i A 5l 5 A i3
pealal Ly cibaadl L) e il 31 sl a0l (e 3 5al) (53 Jssalls

w131 el 5 58 5 ol I Jan ) )yl 5 e S Aol o5 50 e (8 oLcia ¥ 0 5 3l (il 1

odie (gl Hoaa Gl 4 e le o) an ASEY) Jaad a3l

3 gmn oA A1 aa sl (VY gm g Lgilie I 5 Uig )5S Aailan 1) 5 30 2019 aladl i Gl laagdy (Al d8ilall ) ¢ ppn JU A )l (g

(i) dmaall e ciland e i 4l Juas Le Lo ) dams g S e (i D g (0 0l )y sal LS cibaid) 3

e Blend) 138 A Al e 33 e el Sl Sl sall 5 (alaBY) ¢ ) ¢ auall

1- plad Al oelal yhigel dpns 1ol 180 Jaal (e 142 S el gl sl 388 (Yale University Jy daals cilul jal s 5 a3 )

€2022

2-.2023 plall (30 g (A 5 i il e % 251,5 adi Lo I Jeasl S IS5 Ll 8 adiiaill Jase pla )

Aleall 3 LY S 5 g s A 5L 5 ABEH1 adat] and) Liad 3301 aa ¢ paipall 13g) Lgmadais Lild slos A gal 5 oS3 ge s oS0 S 3) Ll

CL;JU?MS!\?\}A?SSWM;)AH.&@mqjubﬂ&je@sﬁe&uupb

¢aldc

¢ 5L A8l

2023 ¥ oS Wil gl - 59y 55y 90 iy Jale



L.

UNEP/MED I1G.26/22
54 daiall

o piad) g S paigall (B (s giunall b )Y) ¢ Jall Adalla 4 ggand ik ) st
45 gL A8 B ) plad

2023 e/ d V) O6S 7 — S 880

Honourable Ministers, Ambassadors and colleagues, on behalf of the Hon. Dr Miriam Dalli, Minister
for the Environment, Energy and Enterprise of the Republic of Malta, I would like to express gratitude
to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning of Slovenia and the UNEP/MAP Secretariat
for the excellent organization of the 23rd Conference of the Parties of the Barcelona Convention

The achievements of the MAP system are clear: for the past decades, the Barcelona Convention have
provided a platform among different Contracting Parties for the formulation of a coherent policy and
legal framework enhancing regional cooperation for the protection of the environment and promotion
of sustainable development in the Mediterranean region. This system continues to serve as a model
for the Mediterranean as well as other world regions. The MAP system has over the decades, provided
much-needed capacity-building opportunities to ensure that Contracting Parties are able to face the
.challenges brought about by the rapid environmental change in our region

With this in mind, Malta emphasises the importance of continuously translating our collective efforts
into tangible actions, by implementing the UNEP/MAP Decisions in a fair and equitable manner. As
a leading country in the maritime sector, Malta recognises the importance of continuously working to
reduce emissions from ships, in a fair and sustainable manner without hindering competitiveness and
socio-economic growth. In this respect, Malta invites all Contracting Parties to continue working by
embracing the international rules emanating from IMO MARPOL Annex VI so as to effectively
.showcase our collective efforts in the Mediterranean by ensuring a common level playing field
Moreover, Malta wishes to emphasise that through the assessment on the possible designation of the
Nitrogen Oxide Emission Control Area (NECA), we must take into consideration the actions in favour
of climate actions, such as the already designated SECA as well as upcoming policies of the ETS
.Maritime applicable to the EU-MED States, as well as the IMO GHG Emission Reduction Strategy
Undertaking such a level of assessment will enable all Contracting Parties to effectively consider the
impacts of new proposed measures, whilst also identifying and accounting for regional and
international measures which can preserve the competitiveness of all Contracting Parties. This will
enable all of us to effectively assess the required level of action and set a clear path of ambition in the
.Mediterranean region

On this point, Malta echoes the need to enable and empower a meaningful change for a green
transition, by promoting inclusive policy approaches through the engagement of citizens and
stakeholders in the decision-making processes and so accelerate the transition towards sustainable
.economic growth

With this in mind, Malta is in the process of adopting a National Strategy for the Environment, which
embraces an inclusive policy approach stressing the importance of environmental protection and green
transition in its scope and mandate. Amongst other aspects, the green transition will be undertaken
,through the adoption of fiscal instruments, so to stimulate new economic and investment opportunities
in tandem with communication and education efforts that effectively change behaviours and empower
.different sectors of society to contribute to new sustainable patterns

Citizen choices are indeed a critical driving force for enabling a new transition. Changes in the day-
to-day behaviour and activities may cumulatively have a significant positive effect on the environment
and ultimately on wellbeing. With this in mind, the Government of Malta has continuously promoted
,the “Saving Our Blue Campaign”, with a view to increase awareness and engage citizens, civil society
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,NGOs and private sectors in the adoption of sustainable production and consumption patterns
.addressing land base pollution sources, such as single-use plastic products
Such efforts have been further enabled through the implementation of regulatory and fiscal incentives
in line with the implementation of Malta’s Single Use Plastic Strategy. As a small-island State in the
Mediterranean, Malta recognises the value of measures which protect and preserve our natural
.resources, cognisant of new investment and economic opportunities
In line with regional and EU obligations, Malta has recently adopted the Conservation Objectives and
Measures under the Habitats Directive, which will ensure appropriate management of marine
protected areas and improvement of the conservation status of the relevant habitats and species
through management of relevant pressures. In this context, Malta is in the process of adopting a
monitoring programme for the marine environment which provide the actual evidence base of the
.implementation of our actions
An effective sustainable transition will be enabled through the engagement of the private sector and
the promotion of a sustainable blue growth. This year, Malta has launched the Blue Med initiative
with a view to assist businesses to develop further the blue economic potential in the country. The
Initiative will support and assist traditional blue economic sectors in embracing innovative business
solutions, making their business operation more sustainable in the long run and therefore truly
embracing the objectives of the Sustainable Development Agenda. This will also stimulate new
employment opportunities as well as boost the uptake of new technologies and innovative solutions
which can address plastic waste reduction, promote renewable energy, enhance food security and
.implement eco-tourism practices
Technology, finance and reliable data are core to an inclusive, open, fair and non-discriminatory
economy. This comprehensive approach will require reliable monitoring and foresight metrics to feed
into policy making. Such horizon scanning would anticipate future trends, risks, emerging issues, and
their potential implications and opportunities and hence inform decisions. In this regard, Malta would
like to express its interest in the possibility of entering into discussions with the Priority Actions
Programme Regional Activity Centre (PAP/RAC) to undertake a Coastal Area Management Project
(CAMP) to assist Malta in the continued implementation of the Integrated Coastal Zone Management
.Protocol to enhance our resilience towards climate impacts
Mr. Chair, allow me to conclude by reaffirming Malta’s commitment to continue working with
regional partners and the UNEP/MAP Secretariat in order to strengthen our collective actions for the
protection of our natural resources, whilst contributing to accelerate the sustainable transition in the
.Mediterranean region
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,Dear Chairs, Your Excellencies
,Ladies and Gentleman

Please allow me to express the great privilege I feel at having the opportunity to represent Montenegro at
the 23" Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention. It is my honour and pleasure to
greet you on this exceptional occasion and to thank the Government of Slovenia for hosting us in the
beautiful town of Portoroz, that, in many ways, reflects the environmental, cultural and historical heritage
.of the Adriatic Sea

From COP 14, also organized in Portoroz, to discussions we are having this week at COP 23, we have
”come a long way. From the commitment to give our voice to the sea because “the sea deserves our voice
to the intention to move from decisions into actions towards green transition, numerous new values and
.policy documents were created, new horizons were opened, and lessons were learned

A clean, healthy and productive Mediterranean Sea is a prerequisite for sustainable development of the
entire region. Today’s ministerial session is a great opportunity to confirm our commitment to the
(implementation of the Barcelona Convention, by agreeing all to switching to green, in particular through i
strengthening the science policy interface and rooting the decision making in a reliable evidence of the
state of the marine environment and coastal transformation processes; ii) reducing pollution from sea- and
land-based sources; iii) achieving the progress towards the Kunming-Montreal post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework, iv) accelerating integration of the maritime spatial planning and integrated
.coastal zone management tools into development plans

The holistic, integral and integrated approach of the Mediterranean Action Plan requires our decisive
actions. The policy framework of the Barcelona Convention has reached a high level, by addressing all key
problems and challenges. However, despite our commitments, there is an evident lack of practical answers
in overcoming a triple planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution. Concurrently, we
are experiencing an economic development decline with the cross-generational impacts. Green transition is
fundamental in addressing the multiplicative and multidimensional challenges which threaten us all. We
must provide answers on how to catalyze the right action to transform the unsustainable patterns that drive
overexploitation of natural resources, as well as on how to maximize our operational efficiency and
.effectiveness

Montenegro has been developing technical capacities for an adequate implementation of both the EU
legislation and the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols and has been making available those capacities
,for the needs of regional cooperation. We implemented many key pilot approaches of UNEP/MAP
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including: 1) the preparation and implementation of the first national strategy of sustainable development
within the framework of the Mediterranean Strategy of Sustainable Development, as well as the one of the
first national strategies for integral coastal zone management along with the integration of ICZM tools into
key national spatial and development plans; 2) testing patterns for sustainable production and
(consumption; 3) testing the application of the ecosystem approach to Marine Spatial Planning, and 4
setting the first Integrated National IMAP-based Monitoring Program and implementing it as part of the
regular national monitoring program. As a small country, we believed that we may demonstrate the
optimal implementation modalities within the Barcelona Convention and thus encourage their wider
application among the Contracting Parties. This imposed a huge commitment that calls for enabling
activities, along with the use of the technical and financial tools which need to become available through
.strong and effective regional collaboration

In the spirit of COP 23 - from decisions to actions, we must recognize a necessity to re-direct our focus on
key priorities based on the original mandate of UNEP/MAP. That means that it is above all necessary to
concentrate our efforts on the transfer of knowledge to the countries and supporting them technically and
financially in the full implementation of the Barcelona Convention extensive policy framework and
standards, considering that green transition may be achieved through practical responses in the national
.and cross-boundary contexts

With the expectation that the UNEP/MAP will continue providing an ever-stronger, regional, multilateral
framework for the protection and sustainable development of the Mediterranean marine and coastal
environment, [ wish us a successful conclusion of the COP and efficient implementation of its decisions in
.the upcoming biennium. Thank you
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Mes dames Messieurs, chers chefs des délégations chers tous

C’est un grand plaisir pour la Tunisie d’étre présenté parmi vous dans cette occasion Biennal de la
Conférence des parties contractantes a la convention de Barcelona COP 23

Nous exprimons nos vives gratitudes et respect pour le gouvernement de la Slovénie pour 1’organisation et
I’hospitalité d’accueil dans cette belle ville Portoroz

Egalement nous exprimons la satisfaction de la Tunisie pour le travail accompli par le secrétariat du
PAM, et ces centres d’activités Régional et nous félicitons d’une maniere exceptionnel le CAR/ ASP qui
Héberge en Tunisie en tant que pays hote pour le soutiens et 1’assistance a la Tunisie pour la mise en
ceuvre des programmes national de protection et de préservation de la méditerrané, ainsi que la mise en
.ceuvre du programme de travail du plan d’action pour la méditerranéen

Nous adressons aussi a cette occasion toutes nos félicitations pour la Turquie qui a bien assuré le
déroulement et la présidence de I’ancien biennal et nous acculions avec grand plaisir la naissance du
nouveau centre d’activités régionales du changement climatique CAR CC en Turquie. Nous espérons a ce
centre une bonne intégration parmi les autres CAR et une bonne synergie pour la mise en ceuvres des
.activités et programmes de travail du PAM

Nous souhaitons une bonne continuation, solidarité et efficace coordination pour par toutes les
.composantes du PAM et les pays contractantes

.Mereci et a bientot
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,Honorable Ministers of the Contracting Parties
Honorable Director
Dear Participants

I greet you with my sincerest wishes -

.First of all, I would like to thank the Government of Slovenia for their hospitality -
.We are here together for the future of the Mediterranean -

.Today, we will take decisions on many technical and administrative issues -

We will also declare our intention to work with determination for the future of the Mediterranean with the -
.Portoroz Declaration

DISASTER OF THE CENTURY
.As you know, we faced a great disaster on February 6 -

This earthquake, which we call the disaster of the millennium, directly and indirectly damaged 18 cities -
.and affected 14 million people

After this incident, which caused a serious destruction, we are working as Country to rebuild our cities by -
.taking into account the earthquake reality

WORK ON CLIMATE AND GREEN TRANSFORMATION"
.Recently, average temperature of the World has increased by 1 degree Celsius -
.Climate change is now a security issue, especially for the Mediterranean -

As Tirkiye, as a party to the Paris Climate Agreement, we have made commitments for green -
.transformation

With the National Action Plan on Climate Change, we have identified 541 actions and the organizations -
.responsible for these actions

We are creating a new carbon sink area of approximately 2.7 million square meters in order to reduce the -
.negative impacts of climate change and achieve the carbon emission target set by our country

.We are preparing our Climate Law -
ZERO WASTE INITIATIVE
.Also, "Zero Waste is a project that we can describe as our flagship -

We are resolutely implementing the Zero Waste Project, which has become a global environmental -
.movement and a world brand under the auspices of Mrs. Emine Erdogan

.The United Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted the "Zero Waste" resolution in December 2022 -

At the recent UN Summit, United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres and Mrs. Emine Erdogan -
signed the Global Zero Waste Declaration of Goodwill to combat the climate crisis. Our President also
.invited the whole world to the Zero Waste mobilization

In addition, it was decided to declare March 30 as International Zero Waste Day and celebrate it all over -
.the world
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Since the beginning of the project, 45.5 million tons of recyclable waste has been processed by enterprises -
Jlicensed by our Ministry and brought into the economy
WORKS IN THE FIELD OF ENVIRONMENT

We have increased the number of blue flag beaches, which are indicators of the cleanliness of our seas, to -
.551in 2023

.In the first half of 2023, we exceeded the year-end target of 5% in treated wastewater reuse rate -
.We will increase the reuse rate in agricultural, environmental, industrial and other areas to 15% in 2030 -
.% With our wastewater treatment plants, the municipal population served has reached 90 -

We strictly monitor our seas and coasts. To protect our seas against pollution, waste from ships is managed -
.through waste reception services provided at 339 facilities

Forest Fires Meteorological Early Warning System (MEUS) was put into operation in order to take -
.precautions against forest fires in advance

Tiirkiye's national geographical information system was established and data sharing between public -
.nstitutions was facilitated

We bring new sink areas to our country with strong green corridors spreading across the country. We have -
.increased the amount of protected areas to 12.71%

Honorable Ministers

We will continue to work diligently for the sustainability and protection of the Mediterranean with all the -
.environmental efforts I have mentioned

As all stakeholders across the Mediterranean, we need to take more effective steps as Parties in terms of -
Jjoint efforts, sharing of experiences and dissemination of best practices

Especially at a time when the world agenda is dominated by wars and tensions, we need a common sense -
.and rational approach

.Mankind must find a way to live in harmony with the environment for the future -

I hope that the decisions we will take today at this meeting will bring good results for the marine -
.environment and coastal regions of the Mediterranean

I express my sincere gratitude on behalf of Tiirkiye for the groundbreaking decision to establish the -
.Regional Activity Center on Climate Change within the UNEP/MAP System, hosted by Tiirkiye

I greet you all with respect -
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES / REPRESENTANTS DES PARTIES

ALBANIA / ALBANIE

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA /
BOSNIE-ET-HERZEGOVINE

CROATIA / CROATIE

CYPRUS / CHYPRE

CONTRACTANTES

Ms. Elvana Ramaj
Director in charge of the Circular Economy Directorate
Ministry of Tourism and Environment

Ms. Klodiana Marika
Director in charge for Nature and Forestry
Ministry of Tourism and Environment

Ms. Shpresa Domi
Head of Projects Unit
Ministry of Tourism and Environment

Mr. Senad Oprasié¢
Head of Environmental Protection Department
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations

Ms. Elizabeta Kos
Director, Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Mr. Mario Siljeg
Ph.D., Director of Josip Juraj Strossmayer Water Institute

Mr. Ivan Radié

,Senior Expert Adviser in the Service for Sea and Coastal Protection
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development, Member of
Delegation

Ms. Sandra Troselj StaniSi¢
,Senior Expert Adviser in the Service for Sea and Coastal Protection
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Ms. Biserka Vistica
Head of Department for Environmental Protection of Sea and Inland
Waters, Ministry of the Sea, Transport and Infrastructure

Ms. Ivana Marovié¢ Gugié
,Senior Maritime Safety Inspector, Maritime Safety Directorate
Ministry of the Sea, Transport and Infrastructure

Ms. Marijana Kapa
Senior Expert Advisor in Regional Department for Resource
Management, Directorate of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture

Ms. Slavica Matijevié
Ph.D., Scientific Advisor
Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries

Mr. Petros Xenophontos
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment

Ms. Marina Argyrou

Director

Department of Fisheries and Marine Research

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment

Mr. Lavrentios Vasiliades
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Fisheries and Marina Research Officer
Department of Fisheries and Marine Research
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment

Mr. Konstantinos Antoniadis

Fisheries and Marine Research Office

Department of Fisheries and Marine Research

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment

Ms. Eftychia Ioannou
Head of the Minister’s Office
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment

EGYPT / EGYPTE Dr. Ali Saad Abosana
Chief Executive Officer
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA)

Dr. Heba Sharawy

Chairperson of the Compliance Committee
MAP Coordinator - Head of ICZM Department
Ministry of Environment

Mr. Mohamed Hamed
CEO Technical Officer

EUROPEAN UNION / UNION Mr. Patrick Child

EUROPEENNE Deputy Director General
Directorate-General for the Environment
European Commission

Silvia Bartolini

Head of Unit

Directorate-General for the Environment
European Commission

Ms. Anna Bobo Remijn

Policy Advisor

Directorate-General for the Environment
European Commission

Mr. Daniel Van Assche

International Relations Assistant
Directorate-General for the Environment
European Commission

Ms. Rasa Catillon

Policy Assistant to the Deputy Director General
Directorate-General for the Environment
European Commission

FRANCE / FRANCE Ms. Florence Levy
Ambassadrice de France en Slovénie

Mr. Nabil Medaghri Alaoui

,Protection internationale des océans — Global Ocean Protection
Sous-direction de I’environnement et du climat

Ministere de I’Europe et des Affaires étrangeres

Mr. David Elkaim

Chargé¢ de mission Négociations internationales Biodiversité marine
Conventions de Barcelone et de Carthagéne Direction de 1'Action
européenne et internationale
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Ministére de la transition écologique et solidaire

Mr. Jean Vermot

Coordonnateur milieu marin et contentieux européen

Mission internationale de la direction de 1’eau et de la biodiversité
Ministere de la transition écologique et de la cohésion des territoires

Ms. Margot Parcaroli Ruiz

Chargée de mission environnement

Direction générale des affaires maritimes, de la péche et de
I’aqualculture

Secrétariat d’Etat chargé de la mer

Ms. Phénia Marras-Ait Razouk

Chargée de mission au milieu marin

Ingénierie de projets de coopération internationale
Office frangais de la biodiversité

Ms. Anne France Didier

President of the MCSD

Pilote ODD14

”Conseillere “Territoires maritimes et littoraux

Sécretariat d’Etat a la Mer

DGAMPA/Service des espaces maritimes et littoraux/SDPM

Mr. Petros Varelidis
Secretary General for the Natural Environment and Water
Hellenic Ministry of Environment and Energy

Mr. Argyrios Makris
Ambassador of the Hellenic Republic to the Republic of Slovenia

Mr. Nikolaos Mavrakis

Head of the Department of European and International
Environmental Affairs

Directorate of International and European Affairs
Hellenic Ministry of Environment and Energy

Ms. Maria Papaioannou
Department of European and International Environmental Affairs
Hellenic Ministry of Environment and Energy

Ms. Konstantina Rempestekou

Department of European and International Environment Affairs
Directorate of International and European Affairs

Hellenic Ministry of Environment and Energy

Ms. Erietta Scalieri

Legal Counselor

Legal Department

Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mr. Nikolaos Vagdoutis
Deputy Head of Mission
Embassy of the Hellenic Republic to the Republic of Slovenia

Mr. Rani Amir
Director
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ITALY /ITALIE

LEBANON / LIBAN

LIBYA /LIBYE

MALTA / MALTE

/ MONTENEGRO
MONTENEGRO

Marine Environment Protection Division
Ministry of Environmental Protection

Dr. Oliviero Montanaro

Director General

Directorate General for Natural Heritage and the Sea
Ministry of Environment and Energy Security

Ms. Silvia Sartori

Officer

Division VII Marine and Coastal Strategy

'and Global Marine Environmental Policies
Directorate General for Natural Heritage and the Sea
Ministry of Environment and Energy Security

Ms. Cristina Farchi

Officer

Division VII Marine and Coastal Strategy

'and Global Marine Environmental Policies
Directorate General for Natural Heritage and the Sea
Ministry of Environment and Energy Security

Mr. Adel Yacoub

Head of Protection of Natural Resources Department
Acting Chief of Natural Resources Service

Ministry of Environment

Mr. Ibrahim Munir
Minister of Environment

Mr. Salih Diryaq

Director of Sirte Branch
Sirte, Administrative Center
Ministry of Environment

Mr. Almokhtar Saied
Researcher
Nature Conservation Department

Ms. Claire Cordina-Borg
Deputy Director
Environment and Resources Authority (ERA)

Ms. Roberta Debono
Environment Protection Officer
Environment and Resources Authority (ERA)

Ms. Miraine Rizzo
Team Manager
Environment and Resources Authority (ERA)

Ms. Tamara Brajovi¢

Director General

Directorate for Nature Protection

Ministry of Tourism, Ecology, Sustainable Development and
Northern Region Development

Ms. Djurdjina Bulatovié
Independent advisor
Directorate for Nature Protection
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Ministry of Tourism, Ecology, Sustainable Development and
Northern Region Development

Ms. Nassira Rheyati

Head of the International Cooperation Division
Partnership, Communication and Cooperation Division
Environment Department

Ministry of Energy Transition and Sustainable Development

Mr. Mohamed El Bouch

Director

National Laboratory for Pollution Studies and Monitoring
Ministry of Energy Transition and Sustainable Development

Mr. Sami El Iklil
Program Manager
Mohammed VI Foundation for Environment Protection

Ms. Masa Kociper
State Secretary
Office of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia

Mr. Gregor Umek

Acting Director-General

Water Directorate

Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning

Ms. NataSa Bratina

Acting Director General

Spatial Planning and Construction Directorate
Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning

Mr. Mitja Bricelj
National Focal Point for the Barcelona Convention
Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning

Ms. Barbara Breznik

Secretary

Water Directorate

Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning

Ms. Maja Smid

Minister Counsellor

Department for Global Challenge
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs

Mr. Dejan Guduras

Undersecretary

Water Directorate

Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning

Ms. Zala Strojin Bozi¢

Undersecretary

Directorate for Climate Policies

Ministry of Environment, Climate and Energy

Mr. Janez Berdavs

Undersecretary

Directorate for Climate Policies

Ministry of Environment, Climate and Energy
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SPAIN / ESPAGNE

TUNISIA / TUNISIE

TURKIYE / TURKIYE

Mr. Hugo Alfonso Moran Fernandez
Secretary of State for Environment
Ministry for the Ecological Transition

Ms. Ana Maria Oiioro Valenciano
Director General for the Coast and the Sea
Ministry for the Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge

Ms. Carmen Sofia Estébanez
Chief of Cabinet of the Secretary of State for the Environment

Ms. Itziar Martin Partida
Deputy Director General for the Coast and the Sea

Ministry for the Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge

Mr. Jorge Ureta Maeso
Head of the International Marine Protection Unit
Ministry for the Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge

Ms. Victoria Eugenia Lucaya Lucaya
Ministry for the Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge

Mr. Samuel Suérez
Ministry for the Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge

Mr. Mohamed Sghaier Ben Jeddou
National Sanitation Utility
Ministry of Local Affairs and Environment

Ms. Fatma Varank
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Environment Urbanization and Climate Change

Mr. Recep Akdeniz
Director General
Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change

Mr. Hiiseyin Bayraktar
Director General
Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change

Ms. Vildan Boliikbasi Atay
Head of Department
Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change

Mr. Mustafa Baskara
CEO
National Center for the Sea and Maritime Law

Mr. Mehmet Tamer Cobanoglu

Expert

Department of Marine and Coastal Management
Directorate General of Environmental Management
Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change

Mr. Serdar Sagdic
Engineer
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REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OTHER
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS / REPRESENTANTS DES INSTITUTIONS
SPECIALISEES DES NATIONS UNIES ET AUTRES ORGANISATIONS
INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES

AGREEMENT ON THE CONSERVATION
,OF CETACEANS OF THE BLACK SEA
MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND
CONTIGUOUS ATLANTIC AREA
(ACCOBAMS) / L’ACCORD SUR LA
CONSERVATION DES CETACES DE LA
MER NOIRE, DE LA MEDITERRANEE ET
DE LA ZONE ATLANTIQUE ADJACENTE
(ACCOBAMS)

COMMISSION ON THE PROTECTION OF
/ THE BLACK SEA AGAINST POLLUTION
COMISSION POUR LA PROTECTION DE
LA MER NOIRE CONTRE LA
POLLUTION

EUROPEAN ENVIROMENTAL AGENCY
(EEA) / AGENCE EUROPEENNE POUR
L'ENVIRONNEMENT (AEE)

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME
/ ORGANIZATION (IMO)
ORGANIZATION MARITIME
INTERNATIONALE (OMI)

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR

/ CONSERVATION OF NATURE (IUCN)
UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA
CONSERVATION DE LA NATURE (UICN)

OSCE PARLIAMENTARIAN ASSEMBLY

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE
MEDITERRANEAN (PAM)

PELAGOS AGREEMENT

SECRETARIAT OF THE UNION FOR THE
MEDITERRANEAN (UFM) / LE
SECRETARIAT DE L’UNION POUR LA
MEDITERRANEE (UPM)

Ms. Susana Salvador
Executive Secretary

Ms. Iryna Makarenko
Pollution Monitoring and Assessment Officer

Ms. Cécile Roddier
Ocean Governance

Ms. Patricia Charlebois
International Maritime Organization
Deputy Director

Subdivision for Implementation
Marine Environment Division

Mr. Maher Mahjoub
Director

Ms. Pilar Marin
Marine and Coastal Project Officer

Mr. Azay Guliyev
Parliamentarian

Mr. Sergio Piazzi
Ambassador — Secretary General

Ms. Constanza Favilli
Executive Secretary
Permanent Secretariat of the Pelagos Agreement

Mr. Almotaz Abadi
Deputy Secretary General

Ms. Alessandra Sensi
Head of Sector Environment, Green and Blue
Economy
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES

AGENCY FOR SUSTAINABLE
MEDITERRANEAN CITIES AND
TERRITORIES (AVITEM) / AGENCE DES
VILLES ET TERRITOIRES
MEDITERRANEENS DURABLES
(AVITEM)

ANKARA UNIVERSITY NATIONAL
CENTER FOR THE SEA AND MARITIME
LAW (DEHUKAM)

ARAB FORUM FOR ENVIRONMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT (AFED)

ARAB OFFICE ON YOURH AND
ENVIRONMENT (AOYE)

ARAB NETWORK FOR ENVIRONMENT
AND DEVELOPMENT (RAED)

AREBI (ENVIRONMENT AND BIO

/ INNOVATION ASSOCIATION
ASSOCATION DE RECHERCHE
(ENVIRONNEMENT ET BIO INNOVATION

ASSOCIATION OF CONTINUITY OF
GENERATIONS (ACG) / ASSOCIATION DE
LA CONTINUITE DES GENERATIONS

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE DROIT
COMPARE DE L’ENVIRONNEMENT

CITTADINI PER L’ARIA ONLUS

ECO-UNION

Mr. Pierre Massis
Head of Partnerships

Mr. Mustafa Bagkara
CEO

Mr. Demir Ismail
Leading Researcher

Ms. Derya Ulutiirk
Researcher

Ms. Biisra Deniz
Researcher

Mr. Cagr1 Unal
Researcher

Ms. Bilge Sena Erdem
Project researcher

Mr. Najib Saab
Secretary General

Mr. Essam Nada
Executive Director

Mohamed Hussein Abdel Moneim

Project Manager

Ms. Amel Hamza-Chaffai
President Founder

Ms. Sana Taktak
CEO

Mr. Michel Prieur
President

Ms. Laurent Vasallo
Information Assistant

Ms. Anna Gerometta

Mr. Jérémie Fosse
Director



INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS (IDDRI)

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

/ GEOPHYSICAL CONTRACTORS (IAGC)

ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES
ENTREPRENEURS EN GEOPHYSIQUE
(IAGC)

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND
FIGHT TO POVERTY IN THE

MEDITERRANEAN - BLACK SEA
(FISPMED)

MAREVIVO INTERNATIONAL

MEDITERRANEAN INFORMATION
OFFICE FOR ENVIRONMENT, CULTURE
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
(MIO-ECSDE)

MEDASSET

MEDITERRANEAN PROTECTED AREAS
(MedPAN)

MedWet
MOHAMMED VI FOUNDATION FOR
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION

OCEANCARE

TOUR DU VALAT
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Mr. Angelo Sciacca
Senior Research Fellow (Blue Tourism)

Ms. Ross Compton
EAME Consultant

Mr. Alex Loureiro

Mr. Roberto Russo
President

Ms. Vera Chinelatto
Secretary Manager
Junior Project Manager

Ms. Carla Letizia
Junior Project Manager

Mr. Pier Paolo Celeste
Chief of Marevivo International

Ms. Rafaella Giugni
Responsible for Institutional Relations

Mr. Michail Scoullos
Chairperson

Mr. Thomais Vlachogianni
Senior Policy/Programme Officer

Ms. Konstantina Andreanidou
Programmes and Policy Officer

Ms. Marie Romani
Executive Secretary

Ms. Carole Martinez
Senior Policy Manager

Ms. Marianne Courouble
Policy Officer

Mr. Sami El IKklili
Program Manager

Mr. Carlos Bravo
Ocean Policy Expert

Mr. Nicolas Entrup
Director International Relations

Ms. Margaux Daval
Associate PhD candidate from Aix-Marselille
University
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TURKISH SHIPBUILDERS ASSOCIATION  Mr. Mehtap Ozdemir

(GISBIR)

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE
INTERNATIONAL (WWF
INTERNATIONAL) / FONDS MONDIAL
POUR LA NATURE

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE
MEDITERRANEAN (WWF
MEDITERRANEAN) / FONDS MONDIAL
POUR LA NATURE (MEDITERRANEE)

YOUTH LOVE EGYPT (YLE
(FOUNDATION

/ SPECIAL

Ms. Carlotta Bianchi
Policy Officer

Mr. Alessio Satta
Director

Mr. Ahmed Fathy
CEO

Mr. Adhm Abdelghany
Head of Scientific Research and Policy Hub

Mr. Zeinab Khair
Legal Consultant

GUESTS-PANELISTS

INVITES SPECIAUX-PANELISTES

BANLASTIC EGYPT

EURO-MEDITERRANEAN ECONOMIST
ASSOCIATION (EMEA)

MUNICIPALITY OF BONIFACIO / MAIRIE
DE BONIFACIO

UNIVERSITY 10 LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA

ENALEIA

Mr. Ahmed Yassin
Social Entrepreneur

Ms. Yeganeh Forouheshfar
Senior Researcher

Mr. Jean Charles Orsucci
Mayor

Ms. Lucka Kajfez Bogataj
Climatologist

THE BARCELONA CONVENTION AND COMPONENTS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
- ACTION PLAN / PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L’ENVIRONNEMENT

SECRETARIAT DE LA CONVENTION

DE BARCELONE ET COMPOSANTES DU PLAN

D’ACTION POUR LA MEDITERRANEE

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT
PROGRAMME / PROGRAMME DES
NATIONS UNIES POUR
L’ENVIRONNEMENT

Ms. Elizabeth Mrema
Deputy Executive Director
UNEP

Mr. Johan Robinson
Chief Ecosystem Integration Branch
Ecosystem Division

Mr. Rami Abdel Malik



/ UNEP/MAP COORDINATING UNIT
PNUE/PAM UNITE DE COORDINATION

THE MEDITERRANEAN POLLUTION
ASSESSMENT AND CONTROL
PROGRAMME (MED POL)/LE
PROGRAMME D’EVALUATION ET DE
MAITRISE DE LA POLLUTION MARINE EN
MEDITERRANEE (MED POL)
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Programme Coordinator
Special Assistant to the Deputy Executive Director
Executive Office

Ms. Nancy Soi
Programme Management Officer
Ecosystems Division

Mr. Georgios Petridis

Lead, Supply Chain Team
Programme Advisory Services Unit
Corporate Services Division

Mr. Girma Gina
Finance and Budget Officer
Corporate Services Division

Ms. Tatjana Hema
Coordinator

Mr. Ilias Mavroeidis
Governance Programme Officer

Ms. Kumiko Yatagai
Fund/Administrative Officer

Mr. Mohamad Kayyal
Programme Management Officer

Mr. Jihed Ghannem
Public Information Officer

Mr. Thab Tarek
Legal Officer

Ms. Patrizia Busolini
EcAp Med III Programme Officer

Mr. Christos Ioakeimidis
Project Management Officer

Mr. Stavros Antoniadis
Asssociate Administrative Officer

Ms. Polonca Skendzic
COP23 Liaison Officer

Ms. Olfat Hamdan
MED POL Programme Management Officer

Mr. Erol Cavus
Programme Officer

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRES / CENTRES D’ACTIVITES REGIONALES

PLAN BLEU REGIONAL ACTIVITY
CENTRE (PLAN BLEU/RAC)

PLAN BLEU / CENTRE D'ACTIVITES
REGIONALES (PLAN BLEU/RAC)

Mr. Antoine Laffite
Head of Plan Bleu Observatory
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REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTER FOR THE
PRIORITY ACTIONS PROGRAMME
(PAP/RAC) / CENTRE D’ACTIVITES
REGIONALES PROGRAMME D’ACTIONS
PRIORITAIRES (CAR/PAP)

REGIONAL MARINE POLLUTION
EMERGENCY RESPONSE CENTRE FOR
/ THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA (REMPEC)
CENTRE REGIONAL MEDITERRANEEN
POUR L’ INTERVENTION D’URGENCE
CONTRE LA POLLUTION MARINE
ACCIDENTELLE (REMPEC)

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTER FOR
SPECIALLY PROTECTED AREAS
(SPA/RAC) / CENTRE D’ACTIVITES
REGIONALES POUR LES AIRES
SPECIALEMENT PROTEGEES (CAR/ASP)

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR
SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND
/ PRODUCTION (SCP/RAC-MedWaves)
CENTRE D’ACTIVITES REGIONALES
POUR LA CONSOMMATION ET LA
PRODUCTION DURABLES (CAR/CPD-
(MedWaves

Ms. Zeljka Skari¢i¢
Director

Mr. Marko Prem
Deputy Director

Mr. Ivan Sammut
Head of Office

Mr. Khalil Attia
Director
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293l clbls
Cymodocea nodosa (Ucria) Ascherson
Posidonia oceanica (Linnaeus) Delile
Zostera marina Linnaeus
Zostera noltii Hornemann
&) guadal)

Caulerpa ollivieri Dostal

5saiall bl gl

Cystoseira genus (except Cystoseira compressa)
Fucus virsoides J. Agardh

Laminaria rodriguezii Bornet

Sargassum acinarium (Linnaeus) Setchell
Sargassum flavifolium Kiitzing

Sargassum hornschuchii C. Agardh

Sargassum trichocarpum J. Agardh

g1 paad) Calladall

Gymnogongrus crenulatus (Turner) J. Agardh

Kallymenia spathulata (J. Agardh) P.G. Parkinson

Lithophyllum byssoides (Lamarck) Foslie (Synon. Lithophyllum lichenoides)

Ptilophora mediterranea (H. Huvé) R.E. Norris

Schimmelmannia schousboei (J. Agardh) J. Agardh

Sphaerococcus rhizophylloides J.J. Rodriguez

Tenarea tortuosa (Esper) Lemoine

Titanoderma ramosissimum (Heydrich) Bressan & Cabioch (Synon. Goniolithon byssoides)
Titanoderma trochanter (Bory) Benhissoune et al.

Claiduy)

Aplysina sp. plur.

Asbestopluma hypogea Vacelet & Boury-Esnault, 1995
Axinella cannabina (Esper, 1794)

Axinella polypoides Schmidt, 1862

Geodia hydronium (Jameson, 1811)

Petrobiona massiliana (Vacelet & Lévi, 1958)

Sarcotragus foetidus Schmidt, 1862* (synon. Ircina foetida)
Sarcotragus pipetta (Schmidt, 1868)* (synon. Ircinia pipetta)
Tethya sp. plur.

Sl DU

Antipathella subpinnata (Ellis & Solander, 1786)
Antipathes dichotoma (Pallas, 1766)

Antipathes fragilis (Gravier, 1918)

Astroides calycularis (Pallas, 1766)

Callogorgia verticillata (Pallas, 1766)
Cladocora caespitosa (Linnaeus, 1767)
Cladocora debilis (Milne Edwards & Haime, 1849)
Dendrophyllia cornigera (Lamarck, 1816)
Dendrophyllia ramea (Linnaeus, 1758)
Desmophyllum dianthus (Esper, 1794)

Ellisella paraplexauroides (Stiasny, 1936)
Errina aspera (Linnaeus, 1767)



http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&amp%3Bid=103316
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&amp%3Bid=103311
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&amp%3Bid=135146
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&amp%3Bid=135147
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Isidella elongata (Esper, 1788)

Leiopathes glaberrima (Esper, 1792)

Lophelia pertusa (Linnaeus, 1758)

Madrepora oculata (Linnaeus, 1758)

Parantipathes larix (Esper, 1790)

Savalia savaglia Nardo, 1844 (synon.Gerardia savaglia)

iyl

Hornera lichenoides (Linnaeus, 1758)

i)

Charonia lampas (Linnaeus, 1758) (= Ch. Rubicunda = Ch. Nodifera)
Charonia tritonis variegata (Lamarck, 1816) (= Ch. Seguenziae)
Dendropoma petraeum (Monterosato, 1884)

Erosaria spurca (Linnaeus, 1758)

Gibbula nivosa (Adams, 1851)

Lithophaga lithophaga (Linnaeus, 1758)

Luria lurida (Linnaeus, 1758) (= Cypraea lurida)

Mitra zonata (Marryat, 1818)

Patella ferruginea (Gmelin, 1791)

Patella nigra (Da Costa, 1771)

Pholas dactylus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Pinna nobilis (Linnaeus, 1758)

Pinna rudis (= P. pernula) (Linnaeus, 1758)

Ranella olearia (Linnaeus, 1758)

Schilderia achatidea (Gray in G.B. Sowerby 11, 1837)

Tonna galea (Linnaeus, 1758)

Zonaria pyrum (Gmelin, 1791)

Ocypode cursor (Linnaeus, 1758)
Pachylasma giganteum (Philippi, 1836)

Asterina pancerii (Gasco, 1870)
Centrostephanus longispinus (Philippi, 1845)
Ophidiaster ophidianus (Lamarck, 1816)

Sla)

Acipenser naccarii (Bonaparte, 1836)

Acipenser sturio (Linnaeus, 1758)

Aetomylaeus bovinus (Geoffroy St. Hilaire, 1817)
Alopias superciliosus (Lowe, 1841)

Aphanius fasciatus (Valenciennes, 1821)
Aphanius iberus (Valenciennes, 1846)
Bathytoshia lata (Garman, 1880)

Carcharias taurus (Rafinesque, 1810)
Carcharodon carcharias (Linnaeus, 1758)
Cetorhinus maximus (Gunnerus, 1765)

Dasyatis Pastinaca (Linnaeus, 1758)

Dipturus batis (Linnaeus, 1758)

Galeorhinus galeus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Gymnura altavela (Linnaeus, 1758)
Hippocampus guttulatus (Cuvier, 1829) (synon. Hippocampus ramulosus)
Hippocampus hippocampus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Huso huso (Linnaeus, 1758)

Isurus oxyrinchus (Rafinesque, 1810)



http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&amp%3Bid=103326
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&amp%3Bid=103328
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Lamna nasus (Bonnaterre, 1788)
Lethenteron zanandreai (Vladykov, 1955)
Leucoraja circularis (Couch, 1838)
Leucoraja melitensis (Clark, 1926)

Mobula mobular (Bonnaterre, 1788)
Mpyliobatis aquila (Linnaeus, 1758)
Odontaspis ferox (Risso, 1810)

Oxynotus centrina (Linnaeus, 1758)
Pomatoschistus canestrini (Ninni, 1883)
Pomatoschistus tortonesei (Miller, 1969)
Pristis pectinata (Latham, 1794)

Pristis pristis (Linnaeus, 1758)

Rhinobatos cemiculus (E. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1817)
Rhinoptera marginata (Geoffroy St. Hilaire, 1817)
Rhinobatos rhinobatos (Linnaeus, 1758)
Rostroraja alba (Lacépede, 1803)

Sphyrna lewini (Griffith & Smith, 1834)
Sphyrna mokarran (Riippell, 1837)

Sphyrna zygaena (Linnaeus, 1758)

Squatina aculeata (Dumeril, in Cuvier, 1817)
Squatina oculata (Bonaparte, 1840)

Squatina squatina (Linnaeus, 1758)

Valencia hispanica (Valenciennes, 1846)
Valencia letourneuxi (Sauvage, 1880)

il g 3

Caretta caretta (Linnaeus, 1758)
Chelonia mydas (Linnaeus, 1758)
Dermochelys coriacea (Vandelli, 1761)
Eretmochelys imbricata (Linnaeus, 1766)
Lepidochelys kempii (Garman, 1880)
Trionyx triunguis (Forskal, 1775)

skl

Calonectris diomedea (Scopoli, 1769)

Ceryle rudis (Linnaeus, 1758)

Charadrius alexandrinus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Charadrius leschenaultii columbinus (Lesson, 1826)
Falco eleonorae (Géné, 1834)

Gelochelidon nilotica (Gmelin, JF, 1789)

Halcyon smyrnensis (Linnaeus, 1758)

Hydrobates pelagicus ssp. Melitensis (Schembri, 1843)
Hydroprogne caspia (Pallas, 1770)

Larus armenicus (Buturlin, 1934)

Larus audouinii (Payraudeau, 1826)

Larus genei (Breme, 1839)

Larus melanocephalus (Temminck, 1820)
Microcarbo pygmaeus (Pallas, 1773)

Numenius tenuirostris (Viellot, 1817)

Pandion haliaetus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Pelecanus crispus (Bruch, 1832)

Pelecanus onocrotalus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Phalacrocorax aristotelis ssp.desmarestii (Payraudeau, 1826)
Phoenicopterus roseus (Pallas, 1811)

Puffinus mauretanicus (Lowe, PR, 1921)

Puffinus yelkouan (Briinnich, 1764)
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Sternula albifrons (Pallas, 1764)
Thalasseus bengalensis (Lesson, 1831)
Thalasseus sandvicensis (Latham, 1878)
iyl

Balaenoptera acutorostrata (Lacépéde, 1804)
Balaenoptera borealis (Lesson, 1828)
Balaenoptera physalus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Delphinus delphis (Linnaeus, 1758)
Eubalaena glacialis (Miiller, 1776)
Globicephala melas (Trail, 1809)

Grampus griseus (Cuvier G., 1812)

Kogia simus (Owen, 1866)

Megaptera novaeangliae (Borowski, 1781)
Mesoplodon densirostris (de Blainville, 1817)
Monachus monachus (Hermann, 1779)
Orcinus orca (Linnaeus, 1758)

Phocoena phocoena (Linnaeus, 1758)
Physeter macrocephalus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Pseudorca crassidens (Owen, 1846)

Stenella coeruleoalba (Meyen, 1833)

Steno bredanensis (Cuvier in Lesson, 1828)
Tursiops truncatus (Montagu, 1821)

Ziphius cavirostris (Cuvier G., 1832)
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Hippospongia communis (Lamarck, 1813)

Spongia (Spongia) lamella (Schulze, 1872) (synon. Spongia agaricina)
Spongia (Spongia) officinalis adriatica (Schmidt, 1862)

Spongia (Spongia) officinalis officinalis (Linnaeus, 1759)

Spongia (Spongia) zimocca (Schmidt, 1862)

Sl DU

Antipathes sp. plur.
Corallium rubrum (Linnaeus, 1758)

A

Homarus gammarus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Maja squinado (Herbst, 1788)
Palinurus elephas (Fabricius, 1787)
Scyllarides latus (Latreille, 1803)
Scyllarus arctus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Scyllarus pygmaeus (Bate, 1888)

Paracentrotus lividus (Lamarck, 1816)

Sla)

Alopias vulpinus (Bonnaterre, 1788)
Alosa alosa (Linnaeus, 1758)

Alosa fallax (Lacépéde, 1803)

Anguilla anguilla (Linnaeus, 1758)
Carcharhinus plumbeus (Nardo, 1827) Centrophorus
granulosus (Bloch & Schneider,1801)
Epinephelus marginatus (Lowe, 1834)
Dasyatis marmorata (Steindachner, 1892)
Heptranchias perlo (Bonnaterre, 1788)
Hexanchus griseus (Bonnaterre, 1 788)
Lampetra fluviatilis (Linnaeus, 1758)
Mustelus asterias (Cloquet, 1821)
Mustelus mustelus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Mustelus punctulatus (Risso, 1826)
Petromyzon marinus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Pteroplatytrygon violacea (Bonaparte, 1832)
Prionace glauca (Linnaeus, 1758)
Sciaena umbra (Linnaeus, 1758)

Squalus acanthias (Linnaeus, 1758)
Thunnus thynnus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Umbrina cirrosa (Linnaeus, 1758)
Xiphias gladius (Linnaeus, 1758)
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Hippospongia communis (Lamarck, 1813)

Spongia (Spongia) lamella (Schulze, 1872) (synon. Spongia agaricina)
Spongia (Spongia) officinalis adriatica (Schmidt, 1862)
Spongia (Spongia) officinalis officinalis (Linnaeus, 1759)

(

Spongia (Spongia) zimocca (Schmidt, 1862)

Sl DU

Antipathes sp. plur.
Corallium rubrum (Linnaeus, 1758)

A

Homarus gammarus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Maja squinado (Herbst, 1788)
Palinurus elephas (Fabricius, 1787)
Scyllarides latus (Latreille, 1803)
Scyllarus arctus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Scyllarus pygmaeus (Bate, 1888)

Aal) ol g

Paracentrotus lividus (Lamarck, 1816)

Sla)

Aetomylaeus bovinus (Geoffroy St. Hilaire, 1817)
Alopias vulpinus (Bonnaterre, 1788)

Alosa alosa (Linnaeus, 1758)

Alosa fallax (Lacépéde, 1803)

Anguilla anguilla (Linnaeus, 1758)
Bathytoshia lata (Garman, 1880)
Carcharhinus plumbeus (Nardo, 1827)
Centrophorus granulosus (Bloch & Schneider,1801)
Epinephelus marginatus (Lowe, 1834)
Dasyatis marmorata (Steindachner, 1892)
Dasyatis Pastinaca (Linnaeus, 1758)
Heptranchias perlo (Bonnaterre, 1788)
Hexanchus griseus (Bonnaterre, 1788)
Lampetra fluviatilis (Linnaeus, 1758)
Mustelus asterias (Cloquet, 1821)

Mustelus mustelus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Mustelus punctulatus (Risso, 1826)
Myliobatis aquila (Linnaeus, 1758)
Petromyzon marinus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Pteroplatytrygon violacea (Bonaparte, 1832)
Prionace glauca (Linnaeus, 1758)

Sciaena umbra (Linnaeus, 1758)

Squalus acanthias (Linnaeus, 1758)
Thunnus thynnus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Umbrina cirrosa (Linnaeus, 1758)

Xiphias gladius (Linnaeus, 1758)
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