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PREFACE

The Mediterranean Action Plan, a regional programme for the prevention and control of pollution of
the Mediterranean Sea was adopted in 1976 at the Intergovernmental Meeting on the Protection of the
Mediterranean.

The Mediterranean Action Plan has following three substantive components:

- Integrated planning of the development and management of the resources of the Mediterranean
Basin;

- Co-ordinated programme for research, monitoring and exchange of information and assessment of
the state of pollution and of protection measures (MED POL); and

- Framework convention (Barcelona Convention) and related protocols with their technical annexes
for the protection of the Mediterranean marine environment.

All components of the Mediterranean Action Plan are interdependent and provide a framework for
comprehensive action to promote both the protection and the continued development of the Mediterranean
region. No component is an end in itself. The Mediterranean Action Plan is intended to assist Mediterranean
Governments in formulating their national policies related to the continuous development and protection of
the Mediterranean area and to improve their ability to identify various options for alternative patterns of
development and to make choices and appropriate allocations of resources.

MED POL, being the environmental assessment component of the Mediterranean Action Plan, was
principally designed to help Mediterranean coastal states - Contracting parties to the Barcelona Convention -
to participate in a full-scale research and monitoring programme as well as to provide continuous information
on pollution in the Mediterranean Sea.

The general objectives of MED POL-Phase I (1976-1980), which evolved through a series of expert
and intergovernmental meetings, were:

- to formulate and carry out a co-ordinated pollution monitoring and research programme taking into
account the goals of the Mediterranean Action Plan and the capabilities of the Mediterranean
research centres;

- to assist national research centres in developing their capabilities to participate in the programme;

- to analyse the sources, amounts, levels, pathways, trends and effects of pollutants in the
Mediterranean Sea;

- to provide the scientific-technical information needed by the Mediterranean States and the EEC for
negotiation and implementation of the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against Pollution and its related protocols;

- to build up consistent time-series on the sources, pathways, levels and effects of pollutants in the
Mediterranean Sea.

MED POL-Phase I initially consisted of seven pilot projects on baseline studies and monitoring of
oil, petroleum hydrocarbons and microbial pollution in sea water, heavy metals and chlorinated hydrocarbons
in marine organisms as well as research on the effects of pollutants on organisms, populations,
communities and ecosystems. In addition, four related projects were also included to broaden the scope
of the programme or to provide the ancillary support.
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The experience gained in the MED POL-Phase I allowed UNEP to initiate in 1981 MED POL-
Phase II with specific objectives to provide, on a continuous basis, the Parties to the Barcelona Convention
with:

- information required for the implementation of the Convention and the protocols;

- indicators and evaluation of the effectiveness of the pollution prevention measures taken under the
Convention and the protocols;

- scientific information that may lead to eventual revisions and amendments of the relevant provisions
of the Convention and the Protocols and for the formulation of additional protocols;

- information that could be used to formulate environmentally sound national, bilateral and multilateral
management decisions essential for the continuous socio-economic development of the
Mediterranean region on a sustainable basis;

- periodic assessment of the state of pollution of the Mediterranean Sea.

The monitoring of, and research on, pollutants affecting the Mediterranean marine environment
reflects primarily the immediate and long-term requirements of the Barcelona Convention and its protocols,
but also takes into account factors needed for the understanding of the relationship between the socio-
economic development of the region and the pollution of the Mediterranean Sea.

Monitoring and research on the sources, levels and effects of pollutants in the Mediterranean Sea
constitute one of the cornerstones of the Mediterranean Action Plan. To date, over 400 research projects
have been implemented within the framework of MED POL-Phase II since 1982 by over 150 Mediterranean
institutions.

Results gathered through the research component of MED POL have been presented at numerous
scientific meetings, and published in a large number of scientific journals and in the MAP Technical Reports
Series.

Individual and collective training is provided for scientists and technicians in techniques (methods)
required for their effective participation in monitoring and research envisaged in the framework of MED POL -
PHASE II. This assistance is in the form of fellowships, experts, workshops, seminars, grants for
attendance to meetings, etc., and covers training in analytical and sampling techniques, data processing,
interpretation of results and various research topics.

As in MED POL-Phase I, the overall co-ordination and guidance for MED POL-Phase II is provided
by UNEP as the secretariat of the Mediterranean Action Plan. Co-operating specialized United Nations
Agencies (FAO, UNESCO, WHO, WMO, IAEA, IOC) are responsible for the technical implementation and
day-to-day co-ordination of the work of national centres participating in monitoring and research.

This sixty-seventh volume of the MAP Technical Reports Series contains the final report of the
Research Project of the Applicability of Remote Sensing for Survey of Water Quality Parameters in the
Mediterranean completed in the framework of MED POL.
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