



























































A/CONF. 48/11
page 20

6l. These considerations might lead governments to the conclusion that it is necessary
to adopt a solution under which both the Council and the Assembly would be given an
opportunity to review the activities of the system in the field of the human
environment. In this connexion, it is pertinent to note that the resolutions of
the General Assembly setting up the organs mentioned above contain provisions under
which the Council considers their reports, discussed relevant aspects of their work,
and in some cases elects the members of their governing bodies. The juridical formula
which might serve this purpose could provide that the new body dealing with the
environment be established as a subsidiary organ of the General Assembly reporting to
the Assembly through the Council. It might also be desirable to specify, in some
detail, the role that the Council would be expected to perform in considering the
report on environmental matters.

62. Adoption now of such an institutional arrangement would not foreclose any
subsequent adjustments called for in the future by changes that might become necessary
in the mandate and operation of the intergovernmental organ dealing with the
environment - including, perhaps, its transformation into a different type of
institution - or indeed by a future decision of the Assembly or the Council as %0
thelr own methods of work which might have a bearing on their consideration of
environmental matters.

63. If it is decided to recommend the establishment of an intergovernmental body OP
the human enviromment it will be necessary to consider its composition. It is 10%s
of course, for the secretariat to advance any ideas in this regard and it will thus
confine itself to setting out some relevant factual information. Firstly, it should
be noted that the Preparatory Committee for the Conference comprises twenty-sevel
members.  Other bodies,; the membership of which may be relevant, are the three
aforementioned standing committeces recently established by the Economic and Social
Council which comprise 54 members, elected by the Council in accordance with its ot
geographical distribution of seats. The Trade and Development Board of UNCTAD.
comprises 55 members elected by the Conference with "full regard for both equitabl®
geographical distribution and the desirability of continuing representation for the
principal trading States" end, to that end, seabs arve distributed on the basis of &
established pattern and of lists of States contained in the Annex to General ASSemblyd
resolution 1995 (XIX). The Industrial Development Board comprises 45 members electe
by the Assembly under resolution 2152 (XXV), on a similar basis as that provided for
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NCTAD, TUnder the terms of resolution 2814 (XXVI), recently adopted, the Governing
Council of the UNDP comprises 48 members elected by the Econcmic and Social Council

in conformity with rules regarding the distribution of seats set out in the same

resolution.
64. Whatever the size of the intergovernmental body, its effectiveness will be largely

determined by the level and quality of participation. The Conference may therefore

vish to recommend that — as in certain other areas - govermments should appoint as

their representatives in the intergovernmental body senior officials or persons with

Special competence in environmental matters.

(ii) Sceretariat
65. The need for the United Nations Secretariat to service the intergovernmental body

on the human environment must be dealt with within the context of Article 101 of the

tharter,  Tpe principal question that arises is whether the secretariat services

tncerned should be an integral part of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs

r a separate unit within the United Nations Secretariat. Tn choosing between these

Possibilities it will be necessary to bear in mind the special characteristics of the

Steretariat required to deal with environmental matters.

%. Vnen UNCTAD was set up as a subsidiary orgen of the Assembly it was decided that

h
Trangements shall be made, in accordance with Article 101 of the Charter, for the

‘mediate egtablishment of an adequabe, permsnent and full time secretariat within the
133

niteq Nations Secretariat ..." and a very similar provision was adopted when UNIDO

wa, 1
. ® set up Yy In pursuance of these decisions the Secretary
he Secretariat two separate units which for administrative and other practical purposes

—Ceneral set up within

h . . ;
e the status of a department but which, inasmuch as they service their own governing

bod; .
odies, are required to operate, in the fields of their competence, under the guidance

of . -
thoge bodies, These two secretariats are headed by officials of Under-Secretary

Ge - . -
Peral ren appointed by the Secretary-General the appointments belng subject to
The High-Commissioner for Refugees, who is also

confj .
_ tMation by the General Assembly. o
eral Assembly on the

in
“harge of 4 separate secretariat unit, is elected by the Gen

\

13/ General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX), paragraph 26.
14/ General Assembly resolution 2152 (xx1), paragraph 17.



























































