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THE CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE PRESENT PROTOCOE,

Being Parties to the Conventicn for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against Pollution adoptea at Barceleona on 16 February 1976,

Desirous of implementing article 4, paragraph Z, anad articles 8 and 15 of
the said Convention,

Noting the rapic increase of human activities in the Mediterranean Sea
Area, particularly in the fields of industrialization ana urbanization,
as well as the seasonal increase in coastal population cue to tourism,

Recoanizing the danger posed to the marine enviranment and to human health
by pollution from lano-based sources and the serious problems existing in
this respect in many coastal waters and river estuaries of the
Mediterranean Sea, primarily due to the release of untrested, insufficiently
treated or inadequately disposed domestic or industrial aischarges,

Recoanizina the differences in levels of development between the
coastal States, and taking account of the eccnomic ana social imperatives

af the developing countries,

Determinea to take in close co-cperation all necessary measures to pretect
the Meciterranean Sea against polluticn frem land-based sources,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLICOWS:

Article 1. General objective

The Contracting Parties to this Protocol (hereinafter referrea to as
"the Parties") shall take all appropriate measures to prevent, sbate
ang control pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area causea by
ogischarges from rivers, coastal establishments or outfalls, or
emanating from any cther lano-baseo scurces within their territeries.

. - L.y 1
Article Z, Definitions -~

For the purpsses cf this Protocol:

(a) "The Convention™ means the Caonvention for the Protection of
the Mediterrunean Sea against Pelluticn, acopted in Barcelona
on 16 fFebruary 1976;

(b) '"Organization" means the bocy referred to in article 13 of the
Conmvention;

The expert oesignated by the Govermment of |ebanon expressea u
reservation to the concept uncerlying articles Z ano 4.
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(e) Ufreshwater limit" means the place in the watercourses where,
at low tides and in a pericd of low freshwater flow, there is
an dppIECldb}e increase in salinity due tgo the presence of
sea-water.

le 3. Coverage

The area to which this Protoccl spplies (hereinafter referrea to as
the "Proiocel Area”) shall be:

{a) the Mediterranean Sea Area as defined in article 1 of the
Conventiong

(t) waters on the lanaowarc side of the baselines from which the
breadth of the territorial sea is measured and extenaoing, in the
case of watercourses, up te the freshwater limit;

: . . cre s 3
(c) saliwater marshes communicating with the sea.-/

4 XL
le 4, Sccpe-—/

The Protocei sh«ll apply to all polluting cischarges reaching the
Pretecol Arez from land-based scurces within the territories of the

- cirectly, from cuifall pipelines discharging intg the ses, cr
through coastal cumpings

- ingirectly, thrcugh ri\ers, canals anc cther watercourses, incluaing,
undergraung waetercourses, through run-cff or through the «imosphere.~

The Proctocol shall slsc apply to &ll polluting aischarges from fixeo
man-mace off-shore structures which are unger the juriscicticn of =
Party ana which serve purpgses cther thar the explocraticn ana
exploitaticn of mineral rescurces of the continental shelf anc the

The expert cesignaied by the Covernment of Turkey expresseg &
reser\a*lon ta ”hlS pardcrdph in the light cf his reservatien tao

The expert ce51ana ea by the Government of Turkey expressec a
reservation to this article,

Artic
1.

Parties, in particular
Z.

seg-beg and its subscil,
2/

ticie 3.

3/
14

The experts cesignatec by the Governments of Italy, iebencn, Spain
ena Turkey expresseg reservetions to paragraph 1 of this erticle.
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Article 5. Substences listed in annex I

1.

The Parties undertake to eliminate, by stages if necessary,
pollution of the Protocol Area from lana-based scurces by
substances listed in annex I ta this Protocol.

Te this end they shall elaborate ana implement, jointly or
individually as appropriate, the necessary programmes and
measures.

These progremmes and measures shall include, in particular,
emission standards and standards of use as well as time-tables
for their application.

Time-limits for the implementaticn of these programmes or measures
may differ depending og/whether discherges emanate from existing
or new installations., <

The standards and time-tables shall be fixec by the Parties

and pericdically reviewed for each of the substances listed in
annex I, ip accoraance with the provisicns of article 15 of this
Prctccol.-/

Article 6. Substances or Sources listeo in annex II

1.

&
®

N

The Parties shall strictly limit polluticn from lano-basec sources
in the Protoccl Ares by substances or sources listea in annex II tg
this Praotocol.

To this end they shall eleborate ana implement, jeintly or inpeiviauelly
as apprepriate, suitable progremmes ana measures.

Time-limits for the implementaticn of these programmes or measures
may aiffer depending on whether cischarges emanate from existing cr

. . !
new installations. -

13
Such discharges shall be subject to the issue, by the competent neticral
authorities, of an authorization taking into account the provisians cf
annex III to this Protocol.

’

The experts designated by the Covernments of Mgrocco, Tunisia and
Turkey expressea reservations to this paragraph.

The experi desicnated by the Goverrment of i{ebunon expressea a
reservatien to this paragragh.

The experts gesigratea by the fovernments of Meorocco, Tunisis ang
Turkey expressec reservations to this paragraph.
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rticle 7. Common guidelines, standeros or criteris

Az

+

The Parties shall progressively formulate and acopt, in co-operation
with the competent internaticnal organizations, common guidelines, and
as appropriate, standaras or criteria cealing, in particular, with:

(a) the length, gepth ana pesition of pipelines for coastal
cutfalls, taking inte account, in particular, the methoos useo
for pretreatment of effluents;

(b) special recuirements for effluents necessitating separate
treatment;

(e} the quali.y‘cf‘sea-watEI‘used for specific purpgses that is
necessary for the protection of human health, living resources
ano eccesystems;

(o) the contrel end progressive replacement of prooucts,
installaticns and inoustrial ano other processes causing
sigrificant peollution of the marine environment;

(e) specific recuirements concerning the cuantities aischargea of
the substances listeo in annexes I ana 11, their
concentration in effluents ana methoes of cischarging them.
Without prejucice to the provisions of article 5 of this
Protocol, such cemmen guicelires, stancares or criteria shall take
into asccount ecclegical subregicnel features, lecal gesgraphicel anc

physicael characteristics, the economic capacity of the Parties anc
their neeg for ce»elcpmen the level of existing peliut cg ana the
real lgcal dbsarp 1ve capacity of the marine envirornment The

cemmen guicelines, stancarcs or criteris shall be adcptec taking inte
acceunt, in their time-limits feor implementation, the economic

capacity of the Parties anc their neec for cevelcpment.

icle 8., Menitering

Within the framewcrk of the mcnitoring pregrammes provicec for in

article 10 of the Conmvention, anc if necessary in co-eperaticn with

the competent internaticnal crganizations, the Parties shall carry out

at the earliest pessible cate monitoring activities in groer

(2) systematically te assess, as far as possible, the levels of
pollution aleng their coasts, in particular with regaro to
the substances or sources listec in amnexes I apa II, ana
perigoically to provice informatien in this respect;

The expert cesignatec by the Covernment of lebancn expressea his
reserveticn te inclucing the phrase "the economic capacity of the
Parties anc their neec for gevelopment,
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(b) to evaluate the effects of measures taken uncer the Protsocol
to reduce pollutien of the marine environment

Article 9. Scientific and technological coc-operatien

In conformity with article 11 of the Convention, the Parties shall
co-operate as far as possible in scieptific and technelogical fielas
related to pollution from land-based sources, particularly research on
inputs, pathways and effects of pollutants and on the development of
new methods for their treatment, reductian or elimination. To this
end the Parties shall, in particular, endeavour to:

(a) exchange scientific and technical information;
(b) co-ordinate their research programmes.

Article 10. Treining ano assistance

1. The Parties shall, cirectly cr as appropriate with the assistance of
competent regional or other international organizations, enaeavour tao
premote programmes of assistance to ceveloping countries, particulearly in
the fields of scierce, educaticn ana technoclogy, with a view to
preventing peliution from lg 9c-bdsed sources anag its harmful effects

in the marine enviranment.

2. Such technical assistance may comprise the training of scientific ana
technical perscnnel, and the acquisitien, Utllﬁ?dt;Dn ahg prcauc ion

by thaose countries of appropriate equipment. =

Article 11. Watercourses shareo by several States

1. If cischarges from a watercourse which flews through the territories
of twe or more Parties or forms a bouncary tetween them zre likely t
cause pellution of the marine envircnment cf the Protocol Area, the
Parties concernea shall be invitea to co-operate in taking appropr¢¢v7

measures in orcer to ensure the full application of this Protecel. ==

2., The provisions of this Protecol may not be invoked against a
Party inscfear as that Party is unable, as a result of pollution having
its origin in the territory of a nor-contracting State, to ensure
their full application. However, the saic Party shall eraeavour to
co-operate with the said State so as to make possible the full
application of the Protocel,

9 o e :

2/ The experis designatea by the Governmenits of {ebanon, [ibyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Merocce, Tunisia and Turkey proposed to ada aftier

10/ "endeavour to promote" the woras "and implement™.

The expert cesignated by the Government of Morocce expressec @
reservation to this paragraph '

11/ The experts cesignated by the Governments of {ebanen zna Morccco
expressea reservations to this paragraph.
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Article 1Z. Pelluticn affecting other Parties

-

i. When lana-basea peollution criginating from the territory of one Party
is likely to prejudice cirectly the interests of cne or more of the
other Parties, the Parties concernea shall, at the request of one or
more of them, undertake tgo enter ;7 consultation with a view te
seeking a satisfactory sclutlon.

Z. At the request of any Party concerned, the matter shall be placed on
the agenda of the next meeting of the Parties helo in accordance with
article 14 of this Proctocel; the meeting may make recemmencaticns
with a view to reaching a satisfactory sclution.

Article 13. Exchange of information

1. The Parties shall inform one ancther through the Organization of
measures taken, of resulis achievea anag, if the case arises, of
difficulties encounterea in the implementaticn of this Preotocci. ‘
Procecures for the cellection and submissicn of such information shali
be ceterminec at the meetings cof the Parties.

Z. Such infecrmatien shall incluce, inter alia:

(a) statistical ceta on the autherizations grantec scceruing to
article & of this Protocel;

(b) Gata resulting from monitoring as provicea for in article §
his Prctaﬂo;, .

{e) quantities of pecllutants cischargec from their territories;

(o) measures taken iQ/acccrcance with articles 5 ang & of
this Protocpl, ==

Article la, Meetingcs cof the Parties

1. Croirary meetings cf the Parties shall take place in conjunction with
croinary meetings of the Contracting Parties to the Cenventicn helco
pursuant tg article 14 of the Ccmvention. The Pariies may aisc hela

xtracrdinary meeiings in ecceroance with article 14 of the
Comventien.

2. The fupctians of the meeting of the Parties to this Protccol shzll be,

inter ali ‘

ot
N
™~

The expert cesigrateg by the Covernment of lebancn expressec «
reservation to paragraph 1 of this article.

The expert aesignatec by the Coverrment of lurkey expressea s
reservation to paragrepb 2.,

[
~
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(a) to keep under review the implementaticn of this Protocsol and
to consicer the efficacy of the measures adopted and the need
for any other measures, in particular in the form of annexes;

(b) to revise and amend any annex to the Protocel, as appropriate;

(c) to formulete and adopt programmes and measures in accordance
with articles 5, 6, and 15 of this Protocol;

(@) to adopt, in accordance with article 7 of this Protocol,
common guidelines, standards or criteria, in any form decidea upcn
by the Parties;

(e) to make recommendations in accoraance with article 12,
paragraph Z of this Prgtocol;

(f) to consider the information submitted by the Parties uncer
article 13 of this Protocol;

(g) to discherge such other functicns as mey be appropriate for the
implementation of this Pretocel.

Article 15. Agoption of programmes enda measures

1.

The meeting cf the Parties shall acopt the progremmes and measures fer
the reauction or the elimination of pellution from land-basea sources
which are provided for in articles 5 ana 6 of this Prgtocel in
accoroance with the proceaure prescribeg in article 17 of the
Canvention.

However, the Parties which are not able igo accept a programme, shell
inform the meeting of the Parties of the measures they intenc to tzke
as regards the programme concernec, it being understooo that these
Parties may, at anXa;ime, give thgir consent te the prooramme that
has been aagoptea, —

Article i6. Final clauses

1.

The provisiens of the Convention relating to any Protocol shall apply
with respect to this Protoccl.

The rules of proceaure ano the financial rules adoptea pursuant to
article 18 of the Convention shall apply with respect to this
Protocol, unless the Parties agree ctherwise.

The experts designatea by the Governments cf the {ibyan Arab Jsmzhiriya,
Mocrocco ang Tunisia, expresseo reservstions to the entire article.
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3.

This Protocel shall be gpen for signature In cesescecescescssenees
FTOM veovesesssscsssnsss L0 sessceosseeses Dy any State imvitea ta
participate in the Conference of Plenipotentiaries cof the Coastal
States of the Mediterranean Region for the Protecticn of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution from |anc-Based Scurces hela in
cetececeessssases TTOM sevvscasssesses 0 sevnosvesnnes o It shall
alsc be gpen until the same date for signeture by the turopean
fcenomic Community ang by dry similar regional economic grouping of
which at least cne member is a coastal State of the Meciterranean Sea
Area and which exercises competence in fields caverea by this
Protocol.

This Protocsl shall be subject tc retificstion, acceptance or
approval. Ins::uments of ratificaticn, acceptance or approval shall
be depositeg w1*h the Government of Spain, which will assume the
functicns of Bepcsztary.

AS fTOM ...sss, this Protocel shall be open for accession by the
States referreg te in paragraph 3 above, by the Europesn Economic
Community enc by any grouping referrea to in that paragraph.

This Protocol shall enter into force on the thirtieth cay foilowing
the ceposit of at' least ...... instruments of ratificaticon, acceptance
or approval of, or accessicn te, the Protecol by the Parties referrec
tg in paragraph 3 of this article.

IN WITMESS WHERECF the unaersignea being culy authorizea by their
respective Goverrments, ba»e sigreg this Prztocel.

DOME 8% vevevoccsnssioe OFf sasscessescesseess in @ single copy in khe
Arzbic, English, French anc uDdF&SH larguages, the four texis being
equally auz“or::d:‘»e.
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ANNEX I

A, The follewing substances, families and groups of substances are
listed, not in order of prigrity, for the purposes of Article 5 of the
Protocol. They have been selected meinly on the basis of their

- toxicity
- persistence
- biocaccumulation,

1. Organchalogen compounds and iybstances which may form such compsounas
in the marine environment. =

2. Organcophosphorus compounds ana substang7s which may form such

. . . . s i
compeunds in the marine environment., <=

3. COrgarotin compounas sng sy stances which may form such caompguncs in
the marine environment., <=

4, Mercury and mercury compouncs.

5. Cadmium anc cadmium compounds.

6. Used lubricating oils.

7. Persistent synthetic materials which may fleat, sink or remain in
suspension and which may interfere with any legitimeie use of the sea.

8. Substances having preven carcinegenic, teratogenic or mutagenic
properties in ar through the marine environment.

9. Raaicactive substances, including their wasies, when their cischarges
coc not comply with the principles of racisztion protection as cefinec
by the competent international orgenizaticns, teking into sccount the
pretectien of the marine environment.

B. The present annex coes not apply to cischarges which contain the
substances listed in Section A belew the limits cefinea jointly
by the Parties,

i/

With the exception of those which sre biologically harmless or
which are rapialy convertea into biclogically harmless substances.
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ANNEX II

The following substances, families and groups of substances, or
sources of pellution, listed nct in order of priaority for the purpose
of Article 6 of the Protocol, have been selectea mainly on the basis
of criteria used for Annex I, while taking into account the fact that
they are generally less noxicus or are more reaaily rencerea harmless
by natural processes and therefore generally affect more limitea
coastal areas.

The following elements and their compounds:

12,

13,

1. zinc 6. selenium 11. tin i6. vanadium
Z. copper 7. arsenic 12. barium 17. cgbslt
3. nickel 8. antimony 13, beryllium 18, thallium
4, chromium 9. molybaenum i4. beron i9. tellurium
5. lead 10, ‘titanpium - 15, wuranium 20. silver

Bigcides anc their derivatives not coverec in Annex I.

Orgsnosilicen compounds and substances which may form such compouncs
in the marine environment exclucing thaose which are bieclogically

harmless or are rapidly convertec into biologically harmless substances.

Crude ocils and hydrocarbons of all crigins.

Cyanices and flugrides.

Nen-bicoegracable detergents and other surface-active substances.
Inorganic compounds of phesphorus ana elemental phosphorus.
Pathogenic micro-crganisms.,

Thermal discharges.

Substances which have a geleterious effect on the taste ana/or smell
of products far human consumption derived from the aquatic
environment, and compounds liable to give rise tg such substances in
the marine envircnment,

Substances which have, airectly ar inairectly, an adverse effect an
the oxygen content of the marine environment, especially those which

may cause eutrogphicstion,

Acid or alkaline compounas of such compasition end in such quantity
that they may impair the quality of sea water.

Substances which, though of a non-taxic nature, may become harmful to
the marine envirorment or may interfere with any legitimate use cf the
sea owing to the quantities in which they are discharged.
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B, The control and strict limitatien of the discharge of substances
referred to in Section A above should be implementea in accoroance
with Annex III.
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ANNEX III

With & view to the issue of an authorization for the discharge of wastes
containing substances referred te in Annex II or in Section B of Annex I of
this Protocol, particular acceount will be taken, as the case may be, of the
following facters:

A, Cheracteristics anag composition of the waste

1. Type and size of waste source (e.g. industrial process).
2. Type of waste (origin, average compositicn).

3., Form of waste (solid, liquic,'sludge, slurry).

4, Total amount (volume dischargea, e.g. per year).

5. Discharge pattern (centinuous, intermittent, seascnally varisble,
etc.).

6. Concentrations with respect to major constituents, substaznces listec
in Annex I, substances listeoc in Annex II, and other substances us
appropriate.

7. Physical, chemical ano bicchemical properties of the waste. N

B. Cheracteristics of waste constituents with respect tg their harmfulness

1. Persistence (physical, chemical, biclogical) in the marine
environment.,

Z. Toxicity and other harmful effects.

. Accumulation in biclogical molterials or seciments.

4. Biochemical transformation rencering harmful coempgunes.

5. Adverse effects on the oxygen caontent and balance.

6. Suséeptibiliﬁy to physical, chemical and biachemical changes anc
interaction in the aquatic environment with other seawater

constituents which may produce harmful bieclegical or sother effects cn
any of the uses listed in Sectien E belaow.
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€. Characteristics of cischarge site anc receiving marine environment

1. Hydrogrephic, metecrological, geclogical anc topographical
characteristics of the coastal area.

2. location ana type of the discharge (outfall, canal, outlet, etc.) ana
its relation to cther aereas {such as amenity areas, spawning, nursery,

ana fishing areas, shellfish grounds) and other discharges.

3. Initial dilution achieved &t the point of cischarge into the
receiving merine em ircnment.,

4. Dispersion characteristics such as effects of currents, tices and wina
on horizontal transport and vertical mixing.

5. Receiving water characteristics with respect to physical, chemical,
bislogical and ecclogical coneitions in the cischarge area.

6. Capacity of the receiving marine emvircnment to receive waste
discharges without undesirable effects,

D, Availability of waste tecknologies

The methcas of weste recuctien ana cischarge for incustrial effluents as
well as acmestic sewuge shoule be selectea taking intec sccount the
availability anc feasibilitv of :

(2) alternative tresiment processes;

(b) re-use or eliminaticn methcas

{e) on-lara cispesal siternstives; ano

{a) appropriate low-waste techrolcegies.,

£. Potentiel impairment of marine ecosystems ang sec-water uses

i. Effects on humaﬁ ﬁealth‘thrcugh pellutien impact on :
(&) ecible marine ciganisms;

(&} bathing waters;

(c) aesthetics.

Z. Effects on merine eccsystems, in particular living resources
encangerec species anc critical habitats.

3. tffects on cther legitimate uses of the ses.



