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• the Environment Statistics Self-Assessment Tool (ESSAT) was developed by UNSD 
in collaboration with the Expert Group on Environment Statistics in support of the 
FDES 2013. 

• The purpose of the ESSAT is to assist countries in:

o developing their environment statistics programmes;

o collecting their own data on the environment; and

o assessing the state of environment statistics and the needs for their 
development at the national level while being consistent with the scope of the 
FDES 2013.
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• It is a tool containing relevant 
information on environment statistics 
at the national level consistent with the 
scope of the FDES.

• It consists of an assessment and 
comparison of the Basic Set of 
Environment Statistics (458 statistics) 
contained in the FDES with, inter alia, 
available national environment 
statistics, environmental policy 
objectives and reporting 
requirements/user requests.

Countries that have already used the ESSAT
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• Which institutions are involved.
• What data is available.
• What data is needed (national 

environment plans and policies and M&E 
indicators). - Reporting for Multilateral 
Environment Agreements and SDGs.

• To identify the data gaps/additional data 
needed by comparing data availability 
with need.

• To identify the capacity to meet existing 
needs and fill data gaps.

• To prioritize data needed.
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Part II: Statistics Level Assessment

Goes in more detail and it captures 
information concerning the whole Basic 
Set of Environment Statistics, up to the 
individual environment statistics level.

Part I: Institutional Dimension of 
Environment Statistics

Focuses on the overall statistical 
organizational structure and on 
specific information regarding 

environment statistics in terms of 
organization, collaboration, 

resources, international 
cooperation, uses, etc.
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A. Identification of institutions
B. Existing national policies relevant to the environment
C. Mandate and organization of national statistics
D. Mandate and organization of environment statistics
E. Production of environment statistics
F. Uses of environment statistics
G. Inter-institution collaboration for the production of environment statistics
H. Existing and required resources for environment statistics
I. International and regional work
J. Technical assistance and training
K. The way forward in environment statistics
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• It is a diagnostic tool, designed to allow nations to assess the status of 
their own Environment Statistics production/systems. 

• The Self-Assessment Tool consists of a set of questions comparing the 
statistics in the Basic Set with available national environment statistics, 
environmental policy objectives and international reporting requirements

• These questionnaires are not intended for international statistic 
compilation. 
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The structure of the Basic Set of Environment Statistics follows the hierarchical structure of 
the FDES (in descending order: component, sub-component, statistical topic, statistic).

The Basic Set of Environment Statistics includes three tiers of statistics: 
• Tier 1 (the Core Set of Environment Statistics, in bold font) is the basic minimum set of 

environment statistics which all countries, at any stage of development, are 
recommended to consider collecting. 

• Tier 2 (regular font) includes environment statistics that countries are highly encouraged 
to have if the situations apply. 

• Tier 3 (italic font) includes environment statistics which, while still important and widely 
applicable, require a more significant investment in time, resources or technological 
development. 
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50 458Total 141 124 58 31 54

24 200

Tier 3 51 43 5 16 20 23 158

Tier 2 58 51 34 11 22

Component 6 Total

Tier 1 32 30 19 4 12 3 100

Number of 

Statistics
Component 1 Component 2 Component 3 Component 4 Component 5
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Methods:
 
1. Fill in individual cells directly. Drop-down 

menus can be used as appropriate.
2. Macros must be enabled in Microsoft 

Excel. Then one only needs to click on 
the cells containing the names of 
statistics within the component 
spreadsheets, and pop-ups will appear to 
help fill in the questionnaire. 

Both methods can be used at the same 
time.  An index is also available with 
hyperlinks within Excel which can be used to 
go directly to the FDES 2013 component, 
sub-component or topic of interest. 
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