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Mountains as Critical Ecosystems

Home to 1.1 billion people

Providing approx. ½ of humanity with water for drinking, irrigation, energy 
production and more…

Host over 50% of the world’s biodiversity hotspots

SDG Target 15.4:
"By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in 
order to enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for sustainable 
development.“



Advocating for Mountain Biodiversity in 
Global Processes
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CBD COP16 Side Event on Global 
Mountain Governance and 
Interregional Cooperation

Global mountain governance: importance for 
building synergies between Biodiversity 
conservation and Climate Change adaptation

October 23rd

18:00 – 19:20
Sumapaz – JUSCANZ meeting room
Plaza One



GBF Mechanisms of 
Implementation for Mountains 

Programmes of Work (PoWs)
Seven thematic PoWs:
• Agricultural Biodiversity
• Dry and Sub-humid Lands Biodiversity
• Forest Biodiversity
• Inland Waters Biodiversity
• Island Biodiversity
• Marine and Coastal Biodiversity
• Mountain Biodiversity

Programme of Work on Mountain Biodiversity initially 
adopted at CBD COP7



GBF Mechanisms of 
Implementation for Mountains 

Mountain Biodiversity Programme of 
Work – one means of implementation

Three interlinked elements:
Direct actions for conservation, sustainable use and 
benefit sharing
Means of implementation for conservation, 
sustainable use and benefit sharing
Supporting actions for conservation, sustainable use 
and benefit sharing
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GBF Mechanisms of 
Implementation for Mountains 

➢ Decision CBD/COP/15/4:

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to conduct a strategic review and analysis of the programmes of work of 

the Convention in the context of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework to facilitate its 

implementation, and, on the basis of this analysis, to prepare draft updates of these programmes of work for 

consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and by the Subsidiary 

Body on Implementation, as appropriate, at meetings during the period between the fifteenth and sixteenth 

meetings of the Conference of the Parties, and to report on this work to the Conference of the Parties at its 

sixteenth meeting.

➢ Rapid Gap Analysis (CBD/SBSTTA/25/INF/1)

➢ SBSTTA 26 Recommendation (CBD/SBSTTA/REC/26/2):
Recalling paragraph 9 of decision 15/4, to conduct a strategic review and analysis of the programmes of work of 

the Convention in the context of the Framework to facilitate its implementation, and on the basis of this analysis, 

to prepare draft updates of those programmes of work…

MB PoW Rapid Gap Analysis:

Overall gaps for Targets: 12, 17, 19, 23 
Gaps also for Targets: 5, 7, 9, 16



www.vanishingtreasures.org

Flagship programme focused on understanding 
climate change impacts on iconic mountain 
species, habitats, prey species, and mountain 
communities in three regions:

• Central Asia – Tajikistan & Kyrgystan

• Hindu-Kush Himalayas – Bhutan

• Virungas – Uganda & Rwanda

➢ Expansion to Andes – Columbia & Ecuador



• Creating new knowledge on climate change 
impacts on iconic mountain species, habitats, 
prey species 

• Understanding risks of climate change to local 
communities living in close proximity to these 
species and their habitats

• Understanding how species’ and human 
communities’ responses to climate change 
interact and possibly lead to human-wildlife 
conflicts

Aims of the Vanishing Treasures
programme

GBF Target 4 - Halt Species 
Extinction, Protect Genetic 
Diversity, and Manage 
Human-Wildlife Conflicts

GBF Target 8 - Minimize the 
Impacts of Climate Change on 
Biodiversity and Build 
Resilience



Human Wildlife Conflict in the Himalayas
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Human Wildlife Conflict Management - Bhutan
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Building Resilience in Mountain 
Communities - Central Asia
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Central Asian Mammals 
and Climate Adaptation
Enhancing the conservation of flagship migratory mammal 

species of Central Asia through climate-informed management 
and decision making

www.camcaproject.com
Azamat.Isakov@un.org

Maarten.Hofman@un.org
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In Summary

❖ Elevating mountain ecosystems in national 
and regional frameworks and strategies can 
help protect key services they provide

❖ The CBD’s Mountain Biodiversity 
Programme of Work can act as a catalyst to 
help mountain countries implement the GBF

❖ Working closely with mountain countries to 
safeguard key species and strengthen 
communities’ resilience can contribute to 
successful implementation of the GBF
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Thank you!

Genevieve Schmoeker, Mountain Biodiversity Consultant, UNEP
genevieve.schmoeker@un.org

Matthias George Jurek, Programme Management Officer, UNEP
matthias.jurel@un.org

www.unenvironment.org
www.vanishingtreasures.org

http://www.vanishingtreasures.org/
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