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Open-ended legal drafting group 
 

Algeria 
Mr. Abdelmoutaleb Tekouk, Deputy Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and National 

Community Abroad.  

 

Argentina 
Ms. Paula Vilas, Direccion General de Consejeria Legal International (DICOL), Ministerio de 

Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio International y Culto. 

Ms. Eugenia Goya, Direccion General de Consejeria Legal International (DICOL), Ministerio 

de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio International y Culto. 

 

Armenia 
Ms. Sara Antonyan, Chief Specialist of the Legal Department, Ministry of Environment. 

 

Australia 
Ms. Alicia Gray, Legal Advisor, Climate, Human Rights, Advising and Treaties Section 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Ms. Fatima Malik, Legal Advisor, Office of International Law Attorney-General’s 

Department. 

 

Bahrain 
Ms. Razan Mahmood Bucheeri, Environmental Specialist, Supreme Council for Environment. 

 

Belarus 
Ms. Olga Sazonova, Head of General Directorate for Waste Management, Biological and 

Landscape Diversity Regulation, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection.  

Ms. Larisa Lukina, Head of International Cooperation Department, Deputy Head of General 

Directorate for Waste Management, Biological and Landscape Diversity Regulation, Ministry 

of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection.  

 

Belgium 
Ms. Leen Chanet, Department of Environment and Spatial Development, Government of 

Flanders. 

Mr. Mehdi Karimi, Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development 

Cooperation. 

 

Benin 
Mme. Simeon Donoumassou Pulcherie, Chef du Service de la Surveillance Environnementale, 

Ministère du Cadre de Vie et des Transports. 

Mr. Jacques Gbessemehlan, Chef du Service de la Gestion des Pollutions et des Nuisances, 

Ministère du Cadre de Vie et des Transports. 

 



 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

Bhutan 
Ms. Sonam Youden, Legal Officer, Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources, Royal 

Government of Bhutan. 

 

Brazil 
Mr. Otavio Augusto Drummond Cancado Trindade, Diplomatic Advisor at the Legal 

Consultancy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

Brunei Darussalam  
Ms. Norazlina Haji Abdul Jami, Special Duties Officer, Ministry of Development.  

 

Burkina Faso 
Mr. Boureima Sinon, Counselor of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Regional  and 

Burkinabe Abroad. 

 

Burundi 
M. Eric Irambona, Conseiller juridique en charge du contentieux, Ministere de l'Environnment 

de l'Agriculture et de l'Elevage. 

 

Cambodia 
Mr. Sith Roath, Deputy Director General, General Directorate of Environmental Protection. 

Mr. Yem Chandara, Technical Advisor, Cabinet of the Minister. 

 

Cameroon 
Mr. Jean Kenfack, Director of Legal Affairs Division and INC National Focal Point, Ministry 

of Environment, Protection of Nature and Sustainable Development. 

 

Canada 
Ms. Anik Beaudoin, Senior Legal Counsel, Justice Canada. 

 

China 
Mr. Xin Wei, Third Secretary, Department of Treaty and Law, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

Côte d'Ivoire 
Mme. Kouadio Adjoua Marguerite épouse Bekoin, Juriste Environnementalist et Point Focal 

de la Convention d'Abidjan. 

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Mr. David Tshibangu Tshishiku, Conseiller et Représentant Adjoint de la République 

Démocratique du Congo auprès des Nations Unies et du Programme des Nations Unies pour 

l'Environnement. 

 

Denmark 
Ms. Jørgen Nyberget, Head of Section and Legal Advisor, Ministry of Environment. 
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Dominican Republic 
Ms. Claudia Marcela Taboada Flores, Director Science, Technology and Environment, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Bonny Guerrero Canto, Director for Juridical Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

Egypt 
Ms. Sara Hassan, Second Secretary, Climate, Environment and Sustainable Development 

Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt. 

 

El Salvador 
Ms. Ana Elizabeth Villalta, Embajadora y Directora de Soberanía, Ministerio de Relaciones 

Exteriores. 

 

Ethiopia 
Mr. Wondwossen Tadesse Debelle, Legal Expert, Environmental Law and Standards Desk, 

Federal Environmental Protection Authority. 

 

Fiji 
Mr. Tevita Cagilaba, Principal Legal Officer, Office of the Auditor General. 

Mrs. Gayle Manueli, Legal Officer, Pacific Island Forum Secretariat.  

Ms. Maria Goreti Jiutajia Masivou Muavesi, Head Environment Legal Officer, International 

Union for the Conservation of Nature. 

 

Finland 
Ms. Charlotta Von Troil, Senior Ministerial Advisor, Legislative Affairs, Ministry of 

Environment. 

 

France 
Mr Tanguy Stehelin, Deputy Director for Legal Affairs, Ministry for Europe and Foreign 

Affairs  

Ms Charlotte Blondel, Legal Advisor, Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs 

Mme. Louise Rousseau, Cheffe du Pôle Eaux, Pollutions et Affaires Transversales (CLEN, 

DAG).  

 

Georgia 
Ms. Nino Latsabidze, Deputy Head of International Relations and European Integration 

Department, Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture. 

 

Germany 
Dr. Sonja Duennwald, German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation 

and Nuclear Safety (BMUV). 

 

Ghana 
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Ms. Abena Ayensu, Ag. Director Legal, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

 

Guatemala 
Sra. Heizell Allen Mariana Chinchilla Guevara, Asesora Jurídica Profesional del Despacho del 

Ministerio de Ambiente y Recursos Naturales. 

Sr. Edwin Andrés Mendizábal García, Abogado Asesor de la Dirección de Tratados 

Internacionales, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores. 

 

Guinea-Bissau 
Ms. Alexandra R. Harrington, Prof. Dr., Lecturer in Law (Environment), Lancaster University 

Law School. 

 

Hungary 
Dr. Enikő Papp, Head of Unit, Ministry of Energy, Department of Specific Waste Streams. 

Dr. Ágnes Gábor-Hosszú, Head of Unit, Ministry of Energy, Department for Environmental 

Development and Strategy Participation. 

 

India 
Mr. Yedla Umasankar, Director, Legal and Treaties Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

Indonesia 
Ms. Mia Padmasari, Counsellor, Directorate General for Legal Affairs and International 

Treaties, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
Dr. Hassan Soleimani, Director for Treaties and Public International Law, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. 

 

Japan 
Mr. Hiroshi Sato, Assistant Director, Social Treaties Division, International Legal Affairs 

Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Sato Hiroshi, Assistant Director, Social Treaties Division, International Legal Affairs 

Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. 

 

Kenya 
Ms. Linda Kosgei, Head, Multilateral Environmental Agreements.  

Ms. Linah Meeme, Senior State Council. 

 

Kuwait 
Ms. Maraheb Al-Fahad, Deputy Head of the Legislation Sector for International Treaties and 

Proposed Laws.  

Ms. Alzain Al-Sabah, Senior Deputy, Department for Legal Advice and Legislation. 

Dr. Abdullah Husain, Professor, Kuwait University. 

Mr. Hamad Al-Mutairi, Researcher Legal Affairs. 
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Lesotho 
Mr. Limpho Sekete, Legal Officer, Ministry of Environment and Forestry. 

 

Madagascar 
Mme. Agnes Raherimalala, Chef de Division de la gestion des Plaintes Environnementales, 

ministère de l'Environnement et du Développement Durable. 

 

Mali 
Mr. Sidi Yaya Joseph Traore, Legal counsel of the Ministry of Environment, Sanitation and 

Sustainable Development. 

 

Marshall Islands 

Ms. Beverly Johnson, Deputy General Manager, Environmental Protection Authority 

Ms. Atina Schutz, Special Assistant Attorney-General, Office of the Attorney-General 

 

Micronesia (Federated States of) 

Mr. Clement Mulalap, Legal Advisor, Permanent Mission of the Federated States of 

Micronesia to the UN, Federated States of Micronesia. 

 

Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 

Ms. Michelle Duin, Senior Policy Officer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

New Zealand 

Ms. Renée Yap, Alternate Head of Delegation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

 

Oman 
Mr. Thaddeus Thomson, Legal Advisor, Ministry of Energy and Minerals. 

 

Palau 
Mr. Saeed Hamid, Legal Advisor, Permanent Mission of Palau to the United Nations. 

 

Peru 
Mr. Luis Felipe Barranzuela Angeles, Legal Analyst of the General Directorate of Treaties, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

Philippines 
Mr. Jonas R. Leones, Undersecretary (Vice Minister), Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources  

Ms. Rosette S. Ferrer, Chief, Department of Environment and Natural Resources  

Ms. Azela G. Arumpac-Marte, First Secretary and Legal Adviser, Philippine Mission to the 

United Nations in New York  

Ms. Johaira C. Wahab-Manantan, Director, Department of Foreign Affairs  
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Poland 
Mr. Michał Kobyliński, Deputy Head of Division, Legal Department, Ministry of Climate and 

Environment. 

 

Qatar 
Mr. Ahmed Yousef Al-Emadi, Director of Legal Affairs Department. 

Mr. Nouh Mohammed Al-Mutawa, Third Legal Researcher (International Organizations 

Department). 

Noor Rashid Al Kaabi , Legal researcher, Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

 

Republic of Korea 
Dr. Hongkyun Kim, Professor, School of Law, Hanyang University.  

Dr. So Byung-Chun, Professor, School of Law, Ajou University.  

 

Republic of Moldova 
Ms. Iordanca Rodica Iordanov, Environmental lawyer, Associate Professor, State University 

of Moldova. 

 

Russian Federation 
Mr. Aleksei Nikitin, Advisor, Office of the Aide to the President of the Russian Federation. 

Ms. Anastasiia Smetannikova, Attache of the Legal Department of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Russian Federation. 

 

Samoa 
Mr. Richard Bryce Rudyk, Legal Advisor, Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS), Permanent 

Mission of Samoa to the United Nations. 

 

Saudi Arabia 
Mr. Eyad Aljubran, Chief Advisor, Ministry of Energy. 

Mr. Ali Hashem, Legal Advisor, Ministry of Energy. 

Mr. Nasser Bin Shari, Legal advisor, Ministry of Energy. 

Ms. Ghaida Bajbaa, Legal Advisor, Legal Department, Ministry of Energy.  

Mr. Mishari Aleisa, Legal Advisor, Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources. 

 

Senegal 
M. Cheikh Sylla, Director, Bureau Member, METE, Senegal. 

Mme. Khadidiatou Drame, Coordinator of the Legal Affairs Unit at the METE.   

 

Sierra Leone 
Mr. Tamba Sangbah, Director, Environment Protection Agency. 

 

Singapore 
Mr. Ashley Ong, Deputy Senior State Counsel, Attorney-General's Chambers. 
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South Africa 
Mr. Neo Nkotsoe, Advisor, Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment. 

 

Sweden 
Ms. Jannice Ribberström, Legal adviser, Division for Legal Services, Ministry of climate and 

Enterprise. 

 

Switzerland 
Dr. Satenig Chadoian, Legal Expert, Law Division, Federal Office for the Environment.  

 

Thailand 
Mr. Varapol Chensavasdijai, Counsellor, Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Chaowalit Jangaksorn, Director of Legal Reform Subdivision, Pollution Control 

Department, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. 

 

Tonga 

Ms. Rose Lesley Kautoke, Senior Crown Counsel, Legal Advice and International Law 

Division, Attorney General's Office. 

 

Tunisia 

Mrs. Sonia Smati Ep Fakhfakh, Director of Environment Legislation and International 

Conventions at the Ministry of Environment. 

 

Türkiye 

Ms. Tuğba Beytullahoğlu, Lawyer, International Agreements and Contracts Department, 

Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change. 

 

Uganda 

Ms. Eunice Asinguza, Legal and Corporate Affairs Manager, National Environment 

Management Authority (NEMA). 

 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Ms. Elizabeth Morrow, Senior legal adviser, Government Legal Department. 

 

United Republic of Tanzania 

Mr. Mugisha Kyamani, INC Focal Person.  

 

United States of America 

Mr. Gene Smilansky, Attorney-Adviser, Office of the Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of State.  

Ms. Kathryn Youel Page, Assistant Legal Adviser, Office of the Legal Adviser, U.S. 

Department of State. 
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Uruguay 
Sr. Marcelo J. Cousillas, Gerente Área Jurídica, Ministerio de Ambiente y Punto Focal 

Nacional (NFP).  

 

Uzbekistan  
Ms. Mahliyo Karimova, Head of the Legal Department, Ministry of Ecology, Environmental 

Protection and Climate Change. 

 

Viet Nam 
Mr. Le Ngoc Tuan, Director General, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Environment. 

Mr. Tai Kien Bui, Legal Official, Department of International Law and Treaties, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. 

Ms. Thi Tuyet Giang Nguyen, Head of Division, Department of International Law, Ministry of 

Justice. 

 

Zambia 
Ms. Agalasia Chisenga, Principal Legal Officer, Ministry of Green Economy and Environment. 

 


