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Activities cover internal and external capacity building 

Internal

Target audience: UNEP and wider UN

Objective: Enable the use of technology to 
accelerate the achievement of the SDGs 

External

Target audience: Member states, in particular regions 
most vulnerable to environmental challenges 

Objective: Address tools, skills, and data quality gaps 
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DIGITAL & DATA 
CAPACITIES

Foundational skills

SUSTAINABLE 
DIGITALIZATION

Sharing knowledge 

Focus areas 

DIGITAL SOLUTIONS

Utilizing digital for 
environmental benefit
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Foundational skills: detailed activities 

DIGITAL & DATA 
CAPACITIES

Foundational skills

Courses & Tailored Programmes  

Tailored course on digital solution 
development for UNEP personnel 
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Digital solutions: detailed activities

DIGITAL SOLUTIONS

Utilizing digital for 
environmental benefit

• Identify Use Cases

• Develop, Promote and Improve Relevant Digital Tools

• Sandbox environment for Co-creation

Sandbox Environment
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Sustainable digitalization: detailed activities

SUSTAINABLE 
DIGITALIZATION

Sharing knowledge 

• Cross-Sectoral Collaboration

• Knowledge Products

• Advocacy and Action
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How to engage with us

Share best practices with 
other member states

Share your capacity building efforts 
and products to federate, improve 

and scale with us

Share your feedback

Reach out and let us know your needs 
for capacity building and digital tools

Co-create a WESR use case

Join GEDS consultations
Partner for research and 

knowledge products

What is the best modality?
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Contact us  a t unep-chiefdigita l@un.org



Enhance Data Quality and Provenance:
Discuss frameworks and standards for defining and classifying 
environmental data quality levels accurately.

Promote Data Interoperability:
Identify and integrate global and thematic data standards into a global 
environmental data framework for efficient sharing among 
stakeholders.

Promote Inclusive Data Access and Affordability:
Detail action items and policy recommendations to improve open 
access to environmental data and address challenges related to data 
affordability.

Improve Data Governance:
Advance comprehensive governance models that address ethical, 
effective, and sustainable methodologies for environmental data 
management practices.

Facilitate Capacity Building:
Support member states in acquiring skills for data governance, 
foster best practice exchange, and strengthen global initiatives 
for inclusive engagement.

Global Environmental Data Strategy (GEDS)
Five key focus areas

GEDS

Access & 
Affordability

Interoperability

Capacity
Building

Quality & 
Provenance
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Governance
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The problem and our goal

Overall goal: Address capacity and data quality gaps faced by regions most vulnerable to environmental challenges and contributing to the UN 2.0 vision

Key Challenges:

Lack of Specialized Digital 
Solutions: 

Limited tailored tools and data 
insights for specific environmental 
issues.

Insufficient Digital & Data 
Competencies: 

Low digital literacy among local/UN 
stakeholders restricts technology 
use for environmental benefits.

Weak Integration of Sustainability 
in Digital Governance: 

Poor coordination across sectors limits 
sustainable digital practices and cross-
sector collaboration.   
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