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Guiding Principles of the UNSG’s CETM Panel

Principle 1: Human rights must be at the core of all mineral value chains. (AR2, 4)

Principle 2: The integrity of the planet, its environment and biodiversity must be safeguarded. (AR, 2, 3, 4, 5)

Principle 3: Justice and equity must underpin mineral value chains. (AR1, 3, 4)

Principle 4: Development must be fostered through benefit sharing, value addition and economic diversification. (AR1)

Principle 5: Investments, finance and trade must be responsible and fair. (AR1, 2)

Principle 6: Transparency, accountability and anti-corruption measures are necessary to ensure good governance. (AR2)

Principle 7: Multilateral and international cooperation must underpin global action and promote peace and security. (All ARs)
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AR 1
High-Level Expert Advisory Group to 

facilitate a multi-stakeholder dialogue 
on ‘Accelerating Critical Energy 

Transition Minerals Value Addition 
Towards Equity’ (ACTIVATE) 

AR 2
A global traceability, 

transparency and 
accountability 

framework

AR 3
A Global Mining Legacy 

Fund

AR 4
An initiative that 

empowers artisanal and 
small- scale miners

AR 5
Equitable targets and 

timelines material efficiency 
and circularity approaches

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Actionable Recommendations1. A High-Level Expert Advisory Group to accelerate greater benefit-sharing, value addition and economic diversification in critical energy transition minerals value chains as well as responsible and fair trade, investment, finance, and taxation. 2. A global traceability, transparency and accountability framework along the entire mineral value chain – from mining to recycling – to strengthen due diligence, facilitate corporate accountability and build a global market for critical energy transition minerals, though the framework should not be used as a unilateral trade barrier. [A framework for disclosures and comprehensive, independently verified due diligence on the mineral sector’s ESG performance. This could include…environmental practices (including GHG emissions, environmental harms, respect for no-go areas, tailings management approaches)…]. 3. A Global Mining Legacy Fund to build trust and address legacy issues caused by derelict, ownerless or abandoned mines, and strengthen financial assurance mechanisms for mine closure and rehabilitation. 4. An initiative that empowers artisanal and small-scale miners to become agents of transformation to foster development, environmental stewardship and human rights. 5. Equitable targets and timelines for the implementation of material efficiency and circularity approaches across the entire life cycle of critical energy transition minerals. The Panel helped bring the issue of CETM to the forefront of the global political agenda (UNGA) and highlighted the urgency of tackling this issue from a broader sustainable development perspective.Long-standing civil society demands were integrated and accepted by all actors, including the perspective and language from indigenous peoples rights.First time that most relevant stakeholders in the CETM space (producer and consumer governments, private sector, civil society, investors) discuss and agree on common set of priorities to be considered for CETM. Another novel element was agreement to focus on the entire mineral value chain, and notions of ‘no-go zones’ and balancing demand with sustainable supply, decreasing demand pressures through material efficiency and circularity.Principles and actionable recommendations are being included in high-level strategic discussions at COP16, G20 and COP29.UNEP will be helping with CAT and UNCTAD operationalize the follow-up of actionable recommendations.  The one on the Global Mining Legacy Fund, and targets for Material Efficiency and Circular Economy are of particular relevance to UNEP’s mandate.As a first step, we are working on mapping of initiatives on Critical Energy Transition Minerals to understand the landscape and identify gaps and opportunities. A lot of work is being done in the UN system on CETM. We need to make sure we make use of this, connect, leverage external partnerships and initiatives to advance the principles and recommendations in a fast but orderly and efficient manner.UNEP engaged in multiple initiatives and processes to contribute and amplify the work of the SG initiative:- UNEA 6 resolution 5 on environmental aspects of minerals and metals, calls on member states and stakeholders across the lifecycle of minerals and metals to align with the 2030 Agenda; it asks to develop a digital knowledge hub, seek capacity building opportunities and cooperation in the minerals space.    - UNEA 5 resolution 12 on environmental aspects of minerals and metals management concluded the intergovernmental consultation process, with outcomes discussed at UNEA6. Strong call for enhanced international cooperation on mining and metals. = The International Resource Panel (IRP) policy brief to the Group of 7 Alliance on Resource Efficiency: ‘IRP Co-Chair Opinion Piece’ focuses on enabling the energy transition by mitigating growth in material and energy needs. (To be launched December 2023).  Also the Global Resources Outlook 2024, with projections of resource use to 2060, to be launched at UNEA Forthcoming related reports:Spotlight report (working title: Critical transitions: efficiency and circularity in critical mineral supply chains for the energy transition): a coherent, data-led overview of the scope for circular economy approaches and efficiency measures to address the short and long-term supply gaps for critical minerals. (To be launched by Q1 2025) The International Resource Panel (IRP) report on “how the financing of minerals production (from exploration to post-closure of the mine) could be reformed” to bring about the sustainable production, equitable distribution of the financial, economic and social benefits. (To be launched by Q1 2025)
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