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UNEP’s History, Mandate and Mission



1972
Stockholm Conference

UNEP is established

RIO+20

UNEP is strengthened

2012 2022
UNEP@50

UNEP’s contribution is 

acknowledged

Key milestones in UNEP’s history



UNEP’s mandate and 
mission

UNEP’s MANDATE (its role)

Leading global environmental authority, that sets the global 

environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation 

of the environmental dimension of sustainable development 

within the United Nations system and serves as an authoritative 

advocate for the global environment.

UNEP’s MISSION (the “how”)

Provide leadership and encourage partnerships in caring for the environment by 

informing, enabling and inspiring nations and peoples to improve their quality of 

life without compromising that of future generations.



INFORM

• SCIENCE-POLICY

identifies emerging 
environmental threats

ENABLE

• CONVENING POWER 
to tackle triple 
planetary crisis

• ENVIRONMENTAL 
GOVERNANCE

• CAPACITY 
BUILDING

• PARTNERSHIPS

INSPIRE

• SHOWS POSITIVE 
CHANGE IS POSSIBLE

• “ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSCIENCE OF THE 
WORLD”

UNEP’s mission in practice



UNEP’s role 
in the wider UN system



UNEP within the United Nations System



UNEP’s Structure and
 its governance
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UNEP and the MEAs

UNEP supports the 
negotiation and 

implementation of multilateral 
environmental agreements 

(MEAs)

UNEP hosts the secretariat of 
15 MEAs that cover a wide 

range of regional and global 
environmental issues

…including hazardous 
chemicals and waste; 
biodiversity; oceans; 

migratory species; and 
rehabilitation of the ozone 

layer…



Why 50 years of UNEP shows it's possible to save the planet
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