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Immediate next steps …

Preparatory Commission to prepare for the entry 
into force of the Agreement and the convening of 
COP1 

2025: 14-25 April; 18-29 August

2026: at least one session

First meeting of the Conference of the Parties: to be 
convened by the UN Secretary-General within one 
year after the entry into force of the Agreement



  Clusters of issues

Governance issues

• Rules of procedure for COP*
• Terms of reference, modalities 

for the operation and rules of 
procedure for subsidiary bodies 
(ABS Committee, CBTMT*
Committee, Finance Committee, 
Implementation and Compliance 
Committee*, STB*)

• Selection process for members 
of STB* and other subsidiary 
bodies

• Arrangements for functioning of 
the secretariat*

• Reporting requirements
• Arrangements to enhance 

cooperation with relevant IFBs

Issues pertaining to 
the operation of the 

CHM

• Modalities for the operation of  
the CHM, such as:

a. Type, architecture and 
functionalities of the platform

b. Process for generating the 
“BBNJ” standardized batch 
identifier

c. Modalities to facilitate the 
matching of CB needs with the 
support available and with 
providers for the TMT

d. Terms of cooperation with 
relevant IFBs

Financial rules, and 
financial resources 

and mechanism

• Financial rules governing the 
funding of the COP, the 
secretariat and any subsidiary 

bodies*

• Arrangements with GEF to give 

effect to provisions on funding*

• Operationalization of 
provisions on financial 
resources and mechanism, e.g. 
[subject to further consultations]:

a. Establishment of the voluntary 
trust fund

b. Arrangements to give effect to 
provisions on the special fund

c.Scale of assessed contributions



Lead up to Prep Com I (14-25 April)

❖ Online briefing by the Co-Chairs (December 2024)

❖ Advanced versions of documents available at 
https://www.un.org/bbnjagreement/en

❖ Upcoming online briefing by the Co-Chairs

https://www.un.org/bbnjagreement/en


DOALOS mandate 

❖ Perform secretariat functions under the Agreement until the 
secretariat to be established under the Agreement 
commences its functions (BBNJ Agreement, art.50; UNGA 
resolution 77/321)

 

❖ Provide assistance to the Preparatory Commission (UNGA 
resolution 78/272)

❖ Promote a better understanding of the Agreement and 
prepare for the entry into force of the Agreement (UNGA 
resolution 77/321)



• Capacity needs and priority assessments

• Regional workshops

• National technical assistance

• Briefings

• Side events

• Outreach materials (factsheets)

• Website for the Agreement 

• DOALOS/UNEP InforMEA online course

• Project funded by the European Union

Activities to promote a better understanding 
of the Agreement and prepare for its entry 
into force

Visit: www.un.org/bbnjagreement
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