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Introduction 
 
1. At the kind invitation of the Greek Government, the Tenth Meeting of the 
Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD) was held in Athens, at the 
Holiday Inn, from 20 to 22 June 2005. 
 
Attendance 
 
2. The Meeting was attended by the following 24 members of the Commission: Albania, 
Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, European Commission, France, 
Friends of the Earth/MEDNET, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, MEDCITIES, MIO-
ECSDE, Monaco, Morocco, Municipality of Omisalj (Croatia), RAED, Serbia and Montenegro, 
Slovenia, Tunisia and Turkey. 
 
3. The following components of UNEP/MAP were also represented at the Meeting: 
MED/POL, REMPEC, BP/RAC, CP/RAC, PAP/RAC, SPA/RAC, 100 Historic Sites and the 
Coordinating Unit. 
 
4. The following United Nations specialized agencies, intergovernmental organizations 
and other partners attended the meeting as observers: World Bank/METAP, UNIDO/ICS, 
EEA, CEDARE, CIHEAM, IME, IOI, WWF and MEDWET. 
 
5. A full list of participants is contained in Annex V to this report. 
 
 
Opening of the meeting 
 
6. Ms Carnelos, on behalf of Dr Clini (Italy, Chairperson of the MCSD Steering 
Committee), said that the MCSD had worked to give Mediterranean countries a real strategy 
for sustainable growth, by advancing environmental conservation, promoting the sustainable 
use of natural resources and catalyzing economic and local community development.  Having 
recalled the origins of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD), she 
said that the Strategy must ensure development that did not lead to environmental 
degradation but raised the environmental awareness of the Mediterranean people and 
ensured the continued existence of the ecosystem.  The Strategy stressed that sustainability 
should be based on interconnections among economic growth, social equity, environmental 
protection and improved governance.  The task of the present meeting was to propose 
practical improvements to the draft Strategy.  The next step would be to implement the 
Strategy by concrete actions based on practical projects that would interest donors and 
funding agencies.  Pilot and demonstration projects should be selected for each of the seven 
priority areas, to form the basis for reforms and investments for the protection of the 
environmental resources of the region. 
 
7. Mr Paul Mifsud (MAP Coordinator) thanked the Italian authorities for their strong 
support for the work of the MCSD and the Greek authorities for hosting the meeting.  He 
recalled that, at its Ninth Meeting in Genoa, in June 2004, the MCSD had entrusted the 
Coordinating Unit with the preparation of an MSSD for submission to the Contracting Parties 
at their meeting in Slovenia in November 2005.  The draft MSSD had been developed with the 
full participation of MAP’s components.  It was the result of an exceptionally wide and highly 
successful consultation process, held over several stages, in which most participants at the 
current meeting had played an active role.  Blue Plan had been responsible for the technical 
preparations, supported by a senior consultant and under the Coordinating Unit’s supervision.  
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8. The priority of the meeting was to finalize the document, which had already been 
revised and fine-tuned several times.  Since the draft MSSD was, in his view, fit for approval, 
he appealed to participants to make clear, short and pertinent amendments only.  Drawing 
parallels with the European Union’s Sustainable Development Strategy, he added that the 
MSSD was a long-term strategy and would be revised in due course.  He recalled that, since 
the entry into force of the new Barcelona Convention in 2004, sustainable development had 
become a core MAP objective.  The draft MSSD, which identified four main objectives and set 
seven priority fields of action, would help countries to promote and implement their own 
national, sectoral and local sustainable development strategies and, within its human and 
financial resource limits, MAP was ready to assist them in the process.  The Secretariat was 
aiming for the highest political level of endorsement for the MSSD, albeit taking one step at a 
time, beginning with the Contracting Parties.  A major goal was the endorsement of the 
Strategy at the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership Summit, in Barcelona, in November 2005, 
and he praised the successful lobbying role already played by non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in that regard.  

 
 
Election of the Steering Committee 
 
9. In accordance with rule 17 of the Rules of Procedure and following the customary 
consultations, the Commission elected its new Steering Committee, the composition of which 
is given below: 
 

President:   Mr A. Lascaratos  (Greece) 
Vice-Presidents:  Mr C. Clini  (Italy) 

Mr A. Gannoun (Tunisia) 
Mr T. Kupusovic (Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

    Mr J. Parpal   (MEDCITIES)  
    Mr M. Scoullos  (MOI-ECSDE) 
Rapporteur   Mr E. Clancy   (Friends of the Earth/MedNet) 

 
As the President of the Bureau of the Contracting Parties is a de facto member of the Steering 
Committee, the new President of the Bureau (Slovenia) will take over from Italy as from 
November 2005. 
 
 
Adoption of the agenda and organization of the meeting 
 
10.  In response to a suggestion, it was agreed that, time permitting, the recent EU initiative 
to “depollute the Mediterranean” by 2020 would be discussed by the meeting under “Other 
issues”.  The agenda was adopted (Annex IV). 
 
 
MCSD progress report 
 
11. The Secretariat,  introducing the Report by the Secretariat on the Activities of the 
MCSD (UNEP(DEC)/MED WG.277/2), indicated that, on the basis of the comments and inputs 
received during the consultation process, the strategic thematic notes had been revised. They 
would be regularly updated and subsequently published in order to serve as a reference for 
orientations and actions for priority fields in the context of the MSSD.  The Secretariat had 
been seeking and providing assistance for preparation of National Strategies for Sustainable 
Development (NSSDs), as requested at the Twelfth Meeting of the Contracting Parties.  Italy 
and Monaco had supported the preparation of NSSDs in Egypt, Monaco, Montenegro and 
Syria and consultations were under way with Spain in order to finalize support for the 
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preparation of NSSDs in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Lebanon and Tunisia.  In that 
connection, MAP-MCSD had been cooperating with UN-DESA/CSD for the organization of a 
regional workshop on NSSDs in Arab countries.  Terms of reference for NSSDs had also been 
prepared and a preparatory process, including steps, actions and a road map, had been 
designed.  The timing of the process at the national level meant that the countries concerned 
would be able to give due consideration to the objectives and proposed actions set out in the 
MSSD. 
 
12. Following the request to assess the status of NSSDs and the establishment of National 
Commissions for Sustainable Development, a draft Regional Review and Assessment had 
been conducted on the basis of information accessible through the web or provided by 
countries (UNEP(DEC)/MED WG.277/Inf.1).  Updated information would be incorporated in 
the near future, after which the Assessment would be finalized and published.  The evidence 
was that, despite the limited number of NSSDs and National Commissions for Sustainable 
Development, awareness of the need for coordinated sustainable development activities was 
rapidly growing.  Guidelines for Strategic Frameworks for Sustainable Development had 
consequently been prepared.  The report also comprised draft country profiles describing 
progress, institutions and actions relating to sustainable development in the countries 
concerned, together with a database providing information on the status of NSSDs, which 
required regular updating. 
 
13. In addition to preparation of the draft MSSD, the work of the MCSD on thematic issues 
had mainly involved follow-up.  There was currently no ongoing specific thematic working 
group.  BP/RAC had worked primarily on finalizing the Report on Environment and 
Development (RED) and on preparing the draft MSSD.  It had also been involved in activities 
relating to free trade and water and had been working on the set of indicators for the MSSD 
follow-up.  PAP/RAC had prepared a draft Protocol on Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
(ICZM), as well as a position paper on local management and governance, while the work of 
CP/RAC had contributed to the promotion of cleaner technologies and transfer of knowledge.  
Lastly, REMPEC had prepared the Regional Strategy on the Prevention of and Response to 
Marine Pollution from Ships, in the overall framework of the draft MSSD. 
 
14. The members representing Algeria and Tunisia considered that the draft Review and 
Assessment should be revised to reflect the actions taken/or being taken in their countries to 
prepare National Strategies for Sustainable Development and relevant national action plans.  
It was also suggested the  Guiding Principles for Sustainable Development adopted at the 
European Council of 17-18 June might usefully be circulated to members as a reference 
document. 
 
 
Draft Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development 
 
15.  The Secretariat, introducing document UNEP(DEC)/MED WG.277/3, described the 
procedure by which the draft Strategy had been revised since the previous meeting of the 
MCSD.  Consultations had been undertaken within MAP, with countries and with major 
groups, and national workshops had been organized.  The document had then undergone 
peer review and had been reviewed again by the Steering Committee.  He recalled that the 
document represented a framework strategy, which gave orientations for sustainable 
development policies and actions at the national and regional levels.  It could not be 
exhaustive but should identify some short- and medium-term actions.  Having outlined the 
structure of the draft MSSD, the Secretariat said that follow-up would consist of national and 
regional consultations in order to secure political support and develop a sense of ownership of 
the MSSD.  Commitments to action for implementation of the MSSD would be elicited at the 
next meeting of the Contracting Parties.  Endorsement by the major groups and recognition 
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and support from the main regional and international institutions would be essential in that 
regard. 
 
16. The representative of France informed the members that, prior to the meeting, the 
French Minister for Foreign Affairs had addressed a note to the MAP Coordinator concerning 
the Strategy and requesting its swift transmission to the Contracting Parties with a view to 
enabling their respective authorities to examine it before the  Meeting of the Contracting 
Parties, to be held in November 2005 in Slovenia.  The note also underscored the need to 
ensure that the social and cultural dimensions of sustainable development were more clearly 
articulated in the text of the Strategy. 
 
17. Another speaker said that the relevant NGOs were committed to preparing the best 
possible Strategy, containing all the important elements.    Reference should be made to 
existing strategies for sustainable development, such as documents on the United Nations 
Decade on Education for Sustainable Development and the UN-ECE Aarhus Convention.  
With regard to the criticisms that had been raised in the past, and which were still valid, that 
the draft MSSD was predominantly an environmental strategy, he recalled that this reflected 
the interests of those who had been involved in preparing the Strategy.  There was little that 
could be done to change this at the present time.  The pragmatic approach would be to make 
workable amendments to the document at the present stage and include provision for the 
incorporation of further social, economic and cultural elements at a later stage. 
 
18. During the ensuing discussion, many speakers welcomed the new version of the draft 
Strategy as a great improvement on earlier versions.  They thanked the Secretariat, including 
the Blue Plan, for the effort involved.  They welcomed the fact that a four-year process was 
nearing completion and indicated that, although not perfect, the draft Strategy was now of a 
quality, once reviewed by the present meeting, to be forwarded to the Contracting Parties and 
used in consultations with partners at the national and regional levels.  They recalled the need 
for pragmatism in reviewing the text and that, in the same way as similar strategies elsewhere, 
it would be subject to periodic revision.  They further noted that the Strategy was a framework 
initiative which was non-binding but was intended to stimulate the adoption of national 
strategies.  All the members of the MCSD and the partners involved should therefore be called 
upon to reflect on the action that was needed and the initiatives that could be taken to develop 
partnerships for the implementation of the Strategy and to promote its ownership by national 
partners.  National workshops should be organized for this purpose.  The initiatives adopted 
should also include innovative pilot projects in specific areas, to which reference should be 
made in the text of the Strategy. 
 
19. In a discussion of the procedure to be followed once the Strategy had been finalized by 
the MCSD, it was pointed out that the Contracting Parties remained free to take the action that 
they wished on the Strategy.  However, the composition of the MCSD, with its representation 
of civil society and the socio-economic actors, clearly differed from that of the Contracting 
Parties.  The Strategy should therefore remain an MCSD document, although it should be 
strongly endorsed by the Contracting Parties and in other fora, with particular reference to the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership.  The Strategy should also be forwarded to the meeting of the 
MAP Focal Points for information. 
 
20. Many of the speakers also emphasized that, as the Strategy focused on the 
environmental pillar of sustainable development, the social, human and cultural aspects, 
although reinforced in relation to previous versions, remained weak.  Greater emphasis should 
also be placed on aspects relating to the private sector.  An effort should therefore be made 
during the process of reviewing the draft Strategy to ensure that these dimensions were given 
greater weight.  
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21. The Secretariat, in response to the discussion, said that it was heartening to note that, 
despite diverging opinions on the content of the text, the majority view appeared to be that the 
meeting had before it a document that could be worked on and finalized for submission to the 
Contracting Parties, even though further refinement was needed.  In that connection, it should 
be quite clear that the rules required the finalized document to be submitted to the Contracting 
Parties without further intermediate consultation with, for example, the MAP Focal Points, 
although the latter would receive the document for information.  It should also be borne in 
mind that the text was a framework and not a binding document, representing a vision or road 
map to enable Mediterranean countries to move towards sustainable development at the 
regional and national levels.  
 
22. The Secretariat assured participants that the concerns expressed at the Rome 
Workshop on the MSSD (April 2005) about the inadequate prominence given to social and 
cultural issues had in general been duly reflected in the present revised version of the draft 
Strategy. 
 
 
Examination of the draft text of the MSSD 
 
23. The Secretariat, introducing the examination of the draft text of the MSSD, recalled the 
background and rationale for a Mediterranean strategy.  It was to be a regional response to 
the global sustainable development agenda and to growing awareness that current 
development trends were unsustainable, with emphasis on Mediterranean assets and existing 
cooperation and partnerships.  The aim was to reduce inequalities and change consumption 
and production patterns, building on the strengths and opportunities of the region to overcome 
its weaknesses and threats.  It was a framework strategy, proposing orientations and actions 
to strengthen shared commitments, regional cooperation and governance; it should play a 
catalytic role in the adoption and implementation of national plans for sustainable 
development.  The development of partnerships between the public and private sectors and 
with NGOs at national and regional levels would be dependent on the outcomes of pilot and 
demonstration projects.  The underlying principle of the Strategy was the interdependence of 
its three pillars: economic growth, social equity and environmental protection.  It would require 
the participation of multiple stakeholders at national and regional levels, with shared but 
differentiated responsibilities.  Solidarity and better governance must be achieved, while due 
weight had to be given to cultural diversity.  The long-term perspective of the Strategy was a 
shared destiny for all the countries of the Mediterranean, with greater global visibility. 
 
24. The meeting then proceeded to undertake a detailed examination of the text of the 
draft MSSD, discussing proposed amendments and, on several occasions, entrusting small 
open-ended drafting groups with specific textual issues. 
 
MSSD indicators 
 
25. The Secretariat introduced the indicators for follow-up of the MSSD, which appeared in 
Annex 2 of document UNEP(DEC)/MED WG.277/3Theselection of the proposed indicators 
was based on the 130 MCSD indicators of sustainable development in the Mediterranean and 
the Millennium Development Goals, as well as relevant indicators from OECD, the World Bank 
and the European Commission.  From those, some 40 had been selected for short-term 
follow-up, comprising two to five per priority field of action and 10 indicators for 
implementation.  In addition, 10-15 further indicators were to be identified for detailed follow-
up of each priority field.  The proposed list of indicators directly related to the objectives of the 
MSSD thus consisted of 33 priority indicators and 18 additional indicators.  Global follow-up 
would be conducted with macro indicators, applying the usual cautionary principle.  In 
response to queries about how the indicators would be measured and calculated it was said 
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that wide consultation would be required with concerned Mediterranean experts and networks; 
a glossary had been created for the 130 original indicators, to which new ones would be 
added. 
 
26. Several speakers, while emphasizing the importance of reporting in the context of the 
follow-up of the MSSD, highlighted the onerous burden imposed by countries’ many reporting 
obligations.  It was suggested that the proposed INFO/RAC might assist in rationalizing the 
reports on different activities under different Protocols.  It was agreed that a consolidated 
approach should be adopted, whereby a single report could cover all of a country’s reporting 
obligations. 
 
27. The text of the draft MSSD, including the indicators, as amended during the course of 
this detailed examination, is attached as Annex I to the present report. 
 
 
Proposed MCSD programme of work 
 
28. The Secretariat presented the proposed MCSD programme of work covering the next 
six years, as contained in Annex I to document UNEP(DEC)/MED WG.277/2.  Besides the 
activities of the Coordinating Unit in organizing and servicing the implementation of the 
activities, including providing support to countries and partners, the new programme was 
structured along the lines of MSSD priorities and would subsequently be revised to take 
account of amendments to the MSSD and in the light of proposed orientations and actions.  It 
represented the follow-up to MCSD recommendations and proposals.  Reference was made 
to the dovetailing with UNCSD two-year implementation cycles for the various thematic areas, 
with due account taken of specifically Mediterranean concerns, and to the integrated 
consideration to be given to a series of cross-cutting issues.  The proposed methods of work 
for addressing thematic issues were outlined, based on those used in the past, with MAP 
components taking the lead, supported by regional partners, expert working groups and task 
managers.  The programme of work would, as in the past, be based on previous MCSD 
recommendations and proposals for action, but would allow for sufficient flexibility to deal with 
important emerging issues. 
 
29. Participants welcomed the proposed programme of work as a major step forward in 
providing the MCSD with a modus operandi for the years to come.  Some concerns were 
expressed, however, about the proposed structures and methods of work for dealing with 
thematic issues, with several speakers ruling out the idea of what appeared to be 
institutionalized structures such as working groups and task managers.  Working groups might 
well be needed, but should be established only on an ad hoc basis.  National and NGO 
partner expertise should be drawn upon whenever possible.  As a general rule, existing 
structures and expertise should be used, relying essentially on the Regional Activity Centres, 
the network of Focal Points and MAP partners, using such tools as indicators and improved 
data management, and developing synergies with and among MAP components and partners. 
 
30. Several speakers wished to see more emphasis in the programme on essentials such 
as follow-up and implementation of previous recommendations and proposals for action.  
Particular emphasis was placed on the need to help countries develop their national 
strategies.  The representative of World Bank/METAP said that METAP was prepared to 
assist further in the implementation of the MSSD, drawing countries’ attention to World Bank 
financing opportunities in 2006-2012 for sustainable development in the form of the sale of 
emission reductions.  He urged countries to take advantage of such opportunities.  
 
31. Several speakers questioned the need to follow what appeared to be the somewhat 
rigid structure of the UNCSD two-year implementation cycle, calling for more flexibility.  If, as 
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was suggested, the RACs were to be the core operational structures for implementing the 
MCSD’s programme, there was no reason why work could not begin immediately on certain 
issues for which a good deal of expertise and data existed.  It was felt that cross-cutting issues 
should be given more prominence, possibly by including them as a separate operational 
component.  Gender, among other issues, might be included as one of the cross-cutting 
themes. 
 
32. The Secretariat, replying to comments, assured participants that the proposed 
programme of work was in line with the decisions taken by the MCSD in Cavtat and Genoa 
and the recommendations adopted by the Contracting Parties.  It was believed that it met the 
concerns expressed in respect of using existing structures and resources, with MAP as the 
leading institution, the RACs as the leading centres and no institutionalization of new 
structures.  The MCSD would continue to work along the lines of MSSD priorities, using 
methods of work that had been developed over the years.  The MCSD would of course 
continue to follow up approved MCSD recommendations, as specified in the proposed 
programme, and to work in synergy and cooperation with all relevant partners.  In particular, 
cooperation with countries on developing national strategies would be pursued.  The cross-
cutting issues selected were drawn from the MSSD but, like other areas of activity, would be 
subject to adjustment to take account of the final version of the Strategy. 
 
33. The Secretariat added that where a specific component of MAP possessed 
competence in the area covered by a theme, it would be normal for that component to be 
identified to take a leading role in the related activities.  Where there was a lack of 
competence, the Secretariat and the members of the MCSD would enter into consultations 
concerning the source of the necessary expertise, where possible taking advantage of any 
offers of human and other resources which might be made available by MCSD members and 
with the involvement of the relevant partners at the regional, national and/or local levels. 
 
34. In a discussion on the governance of the MSSD and the relationship between the 
MCSD and the Contracting Parties, it was recalled that the MCSD had been established as an 
advisory body to make proposals to the Contracting Parties to guide their actions and inform 
their decisions.  Nevertheless, the MCSD comprised not only Contracting Parties but also 
representation of other partners in order to address the broad issues involved in sustainable 
development.  The Coordinator emphasized that the MCSD was ultimately answerable to the 
Contracting Parties, through MAP.  Other speakers remarked that it did, however, enjoy a 
certain autonomy.  For instance, it could take certain initiatives to promote its own 
recommendations and conclusions whether or not they had already been formally adopted by 
the Contracting Parties. 

 
35. Following a detailed examination, the MCSD adopted the programme of work, as 
amended, which appears as Annex III to this report. 
 
 
Draft Athens Charter on the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development 
 
36. The representative of Greece, in the chair, introducing the draft Athens Charter on the 
Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (UNEP(DEC)/MED WG.277/2, Annex 
II), emphasized that it was intended to draw attention to the significant text that had just been 
finalized.  He said that Greece attached great importance to the adoption of the Charter by the 
Commission, particularly given the honour which the title would bestow on his country.  Once 
finalized and adopted by the Commission, the text would be referred to the next Meeting of the 
Contracting Parties with a view to its endorsement or its integration into the political 
declaration to be made by the Meeting. 
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38. Following a detailed examination of the text, the Athens Charter on the Mediterranean 
Strategy for Sustainable Development, as amended, was adopted.  The text of the Charter is 
attached as Annex II to this report. 
 
Eleventh meeting of the MCSD 
 
39. The representative of Cyprus informed the members about the interest of his Ministry to 
host next year’s MCSD meeting, provided that the relevant budget is approved. He would 
inform the Secretariat accordingly next month, when the proposals for his country’s 200 
Budget are to be discussed with the Ministry of Finance. 
 
 
Any other business 
 
40. The representative of France pointed out that work on transforming the “100 Historic 
Sites Programme” into a “Mediterranean cultural heritage” one, in the framework of the MCSD, 
was not yet complete.  France and Tunisia were working jointly to that end.  A working session 
would be organized soon with those towns, regions and foundations which had already 
expressed their willingness to be involved in the project.  In that connection, further 
information would be transmitted to the MAP Coordinator in due course. 
 
Signature of the Agreement on the Coastal Area Management Programme for Cyprus (CAMP 
Cyprus) 
 
41. During the meeting, the Agreement on the Coastal Area Management Programme for 
Cyprus (CAMP Cyprus) between MAP and the Government of Cyprus was signed.  The 
Agreement had been prepared following the submission of a feasibility study commissioned 
pursuant to the decision of the Twelfth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the 
Barcelona Convention, held in Monaco in November 2001, to launch a two-year CAMP 
Cyprus.  Mr Mifsud (MAP Coordinator) welcomed the signature of the Agreement, which was 
designed to enhance coordination among the various bodies involved in coastal area 
management in Cyprus, to which end the Government of Cyprus had committed substantial 
funds. 
 
 
Closure of the meeting 
 
42. Mr Mifsud (MAP Coordinator) welcoming Mr Stavros Kalogiannis, Greek Deputy 
Minister for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, asked him to convey to the 
Greek Government the sincere thanks of the MCSD for organizing the meeting and for lending 
steadfast and concrete support to UNEP/MAP over the years. The Deputy Minister was 
witnessing the completion of a milestone document, the MSSD. The fruit of nearly four years 
of endeavours by the Contracting Parties and all their partners, the MSSD was a concrete 
regional tool for sustainable development, thanks to its identification of objectives, areas and 
targets. Recalling the accelerated cooperation between UNEP/MAP and the European Union, 
he appealed to the Deputy Minister to convey to his colleagues at the forthcoming European 
Council meeting in Luxembourg the news that MCSD had completed its work on the MSSD. 
 
43. Mr Stavros Kalogiannis, Greek Deputy Minister for the Environment, Physical Planning 
and Public Works, agreed that UNEP/MAP, and MCSD in particular, had reached a 
crossroads in defining the MSSD. Following its adoption in Slovenia it would serve as the 
foundation, guide and source of inspiration for all actions aimed at protecting the 
Mediterranean. He congratulated all those who had worked on the document, stressing the 
role played by civil society. Recalling that environmental protection undoubtedly boosted 
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development and growth, he stressed that sustainable development in the Mediterranean 
region, where tourism was such an important source of income, was a vital precondition for 
the prosperity of all the region’s peoples. The MSSD was the culmination of the achievements 
of the MCSD, and it was an honour for Greece that that task should have been completed in 
Athens. Pledging that Greece would continue to play an active role in all UNEP/MAP activities, 
including those of the MCSD, he signalled three main initiatives taken by his country in the 
past: a meeting in Santorini, in April 1996, which had effectively led to the preparation of the 
Protocol concerning Mediterranean Specially Protected Areas; steps taken to establish a 
closer relationship between UNEP/MAP and the European Union, in particular the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership, as set out in the 2002 Athens Declaration; and a coordinating role 
in the framework of the EU Water Initiative. Greece would do all it could, as it took over the 
Chair of the MCSD Steering Committee, to achieve the aims set out in the MSSD, and, as 
requested, he would inform his European Union colleagues in Luxembourg of the completion 
of the MSSD.  
 
44. Following the usual exchange of courtesies the meeting rose at 2 pm on Wednesday, 
22 June 2005. 





 

 



 

 

 
 
 

27 June 2005 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Annex I  

 
 

MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
A Framework for Environmental Sustainability and Shared Prosperity 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 

INTRODUCTION:  WHY A MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY?...................................................................1 
 
1. TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE MEDITERRANEAN: THE NEED AND THE 
WAY FORWARD........................................................................................................................................3 
1.1.  Sustainable development, a vital necessity to meet developmental challenges in the Mediterranean
....................................................................................................................................................................3 
1.2 Underlying principles and a long-term perspective .........................................................................5 
1.3  Four major objectives......................................................................................................................7 
1.4  Seven priority fields of action and synergy .....................................................................................9 
 
2.  ACHIEVING PROGRESS IN THE SEVEN PRIORITY FIELDS OF ACTION...................................10 
2.1  Improving integrated water resource and water demand management........................................10 
2.2.  Ensuring sustainable management of energy and mitigating of and adapting to the effects of 

climate change..............................................................................................................................12 
2.3.  Ensuring sustainable mobility through the appropriate management of transport ........................13 
2.4  Promote sustainable tourism ........................................................................................................14 
2.5.  Promoting sustainable agricultural and rural development ...........................................................15 
2.6.  Promoting sustainable urban development...................................................................................18 
2.7.  Promoting sustainable management of the sea and coastal zones and taking urgent action to put 

an end to the degradation of coastal zones ..................................................................................20 
 
3. IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY, ASSOCIATING ALL THE PARTNERS AND MONITORING 
PROGRESS .............................................................................................................................................24 
3.1.  A regional space of solidarity and commitment ............................................................................24 
3.2.  Strengthen capacities, involve actors and mobilize financial resources .......................................25 
3.4  The Mediterranean Strategy as a model for the regional follow-up of progress and the promotion 

of sustainable development ..........................................................................................................29 
 
Annex 1: Synergies between objectives and priority fields of action ...............................................30 
SEVEN ESSENTIAL ISSUES...................................................................................................................30 
IMPLEMENTATION..................................................................................................................................30 
 
Annex 2: Indicators for MSSD follow-up ..............................................................................................32 
III- Additional* indicators for MSSD follow-up ...........................................................................................34 
 
Annex 3: Acronyms and abbreviations ................................................................................................35 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



UNEP(DEC)/MED WG. 277/4 
Annex I 
Page 1 

 

 

MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: 

A Framework for Environmental Sustainability and Shared Prosperity 

 

INTRODUCTION:  WHY A MEDITERRANEAN STRATEGY? 

Sustainable development is a global objective that aims to respond to the needs of current 
generations without compromising the abilities of future generations to meet their own needs. 
The Millennium Development Goals, approved by 189 countries in September 2000, and the 
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, adopted in 2002 by the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development, emphasize the urgent need for greater commitment to reduce inequalities and 
assist in the development of poor countries. They also emphasize the need to change 
unsustainable production and consumption patterns, as confirmed by the Marrakech process, 
to protect and manage natural resources sustainably for economic and social development, to 
safeguard health and integrate the objective of sustainable development more effectively into 
the process of globalization. The WSSD also calls for regional and national strategies in 
recognition that sustainable development cannot be achieved in isolation and that 
international prescriptions have to be adapted to local circumstances and to the conditions of 
the eco-region. 

The 21 Mediterranean countries and the European Community decided, at the 12th 
Conference of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention (Monaco, November 
2001), in line with the WSSD process, to prepare a “Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable 
Development” (MSSD). They requested the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable 
Development (MCSD) of the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) to develop a draft of the 
Strategy. The 2nd Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on the Environment (Athens, 
July 2002) endorsed this initiative.  

Despite the progress made, there is a latent but growing awareness throughout the 
Mediterranean that current development trends are unsustainable. Mediterranean people are 
becoming increasingly aware that it is just not possible to keep using resources, building up 
coastal areas and developing industries, especially tourism, without an adequate integrated 
planning framework, a reduction of North-South disparities and the necessary policy reforms. 
The Mediterranean partners have already made much progress in this respect through the 
Barcelona Convention and the MCSD. The Strategy offers an excellent opportunity for these 
partners to make substantial advances towards sustainable development, based on genuine 
partnership and co-development. 

The Mediterranean Strategy is a framework strategy. Its purpose is to adapt international 
commitments to regional conditions, to guide national sustainable development strategies and 
to initiate a dynamic partnership between countries at different levels of development. By 
making a public and high profile commitment to sustainable development and to reporting on 
the progress achieved, countries as well as donors and the other partners concerned will help 
to produce and sustain a common dynamic in which much greater attention is paid to 
achieving harmonious growth throughout the region. The Strategy calls for action to pursue 
sustainable development goals with a view to strengthening peace, stability and prosperity, 
taking into account the threats and weaknesses in the region as well as its strengths and 
opportunities. It also takes into consideration the need to reduce the gap between developed 
and developing countries in the region.  

The MSSD is based on the Vision and Framework Orientations, which have already been 
endorsed by the MCSD and the Contracting Parties. In the development of the Strategy, 
valuable inputs were provided by the assessment and prospective documents prepared by 
various MAP components, as well as by other Mediterranean cooperation networks. The 
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Strategy takes into account recent developments in regional cooperation, with particular 
reference to the Mediterranean Action Plan and the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, the Arab 
Initiative for Sustainable Development and the EU Sustainable Development Strategy. The EU 
Strategy directly concerns Mediterranean EU Member States and countries likely to become 
EU members. It also indirectly affects the EU’s Mediterranean neighbours in setting the 
requirement that all Community policies must place sustainable development as their priority.   

The EU and developed countries on the northern shore will have an important role to play, 
through vigorous aid policies, in promoting the co-development of the North and the South. 
The EU and its Mediterranean partners will also have to work together to develop democratic 
processes, strengthen institutional capacities, improve governance and enhance the peace 
process in regions of conflict. The implementation of the Strategy through a Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership and the new EU Neighbourhood Policy focussing on sustainable 
development will help Mediterranean countries to achieve these aspirations much sooner. The 
Strategy could, in particular, facilitate the goal launched by the EU commitments to “depollute” 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

The challenge for all Mediterranean countries is to use the Strategy as an opportunity to make 
coordinated and joint progress in the fields of human and economic development, 
environmental protection and cultural advancement.  
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1. TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE MEDITERRANEAN: 
THE NEED AND THE WAY FORWARD 

The environment in the Mediterranean forms the basis for the development of the region, and 
it is crucial to put an end to the environmental degradation that is already giving rise to very 
high economic and social costs. The region also needs to redirect its development to meet the 
economic and social needs, which are considerable in the South and East, without increasing 
the process of environmental degradation.  

The Strategy therefore focuses mainly on the integration of environmental concerns into key 
economic development sectors, while giving due consideration to social and cultural 
dimensions 

As a basis for building up a dynamic regional process of sustainable development, the 
Strategy outlines the main needs and challenges in the region, before going on to identify four 
major objectives and sets of actions to be carried out in seven basic priority fields of action. A 
set of indicators, annexed to this report, will contribute to the follow-up of the implementation 
of the MSSD.   

1.1.  Sustainable development, a vital necessity to meet developmental 
challenges in the Mediterranean 

In general terms, the environmental challenge is one of the most critical. With a degraded 
environment, the Mediterranean is in grave danger of losing the main assets which make it so 
unique, especially in agriculture and tourism. Continued poor management of scarce natural 
resources, with particular reference to water, agricultural land, energy and coastal zones, will 
compromise economic development, the quality of life and social stability. Population 
dynamics and unemployment together with the entrepreneurial sluggishness and social 
concerns will add to these pressures. Moreover, without improved regional cooperation and 
governance mechanisms, the globalization process might worsen the negative trends. 

The environmental challenge 

In recent decades, environmental degradation has accelerated, setting in motion irreversible 
trends, including: 

• Valuable agriculture land is being lost to urbanization and salinization. More than 80% of 
arid and dry areas are affected by desertification and the consequences will be 
exacerbated by the impact of climatic change.  

• Scarce, over-used water resources are threatened with depletion or degradation. 

• Urban standards of living and health are being degraded by traffic congestion, noise, poor 
air quality and the rapid growth of waste generation.  

• Coastal areas and the sea are affected by pollution and coastlines are being built up 
and/or eroded, while fish resources are being depleted.  

• The unique landscapes and biodiversity of the region, ranging from densely populated 
coasts to marginalized inland areas, are being disrupted by over-exploitation in many 
cases and abandonment in others.  

Although it is difficult to assign specific values, the costs of environmental degradation are 
clearly very significant. In addition, the region is increasingly vulnerable to flooding, landslides, 
earthquakes, tsunamis, droughts, fires and ecological imbalances, which have a direct and 
immediate impact on the livelihood and welfare of a large proportion of the population. 



UNEP(DEC)/MED WG. 277/4 
Annex I 
Page 4 
 

 

The potential increase in environmental pressures on coastal regions over the coming 20 
years is considerable, particularly in the areas of tourism with 137 million more visitors, 
transport which is projected to more than double in volume, urban development (to house 33 
million more people) urban sprawl and energy infrastructures. The continued spread of 
unsustainable production and consumption patterns is likely to increase the costs of 
environmental degradation dramatically, which already account for between 3 and 5 per cent 
of GDP, according to the World Bank. The environment should not be considered as an 
additional constraint, but as a driving force, an asset and an incentive. 

The people of the Mediterranean are now much more aware of the threats to their 
environment and their unique natural and cultural heritage. Important policy initiatives which 
have been adopted in almost all countries show that solutions can be found which are adapted 
to the specific characteristics of the Mediterranean’s problems, regions and cultures. 
Nevertheless, such efforts are too few in number to reverse current unsustainable 
development trends. Unless significant changes are made, the Mediterranean, the world’s 
leading tourist region, could ”jeopardize” its major assets, resulting in additional economic 
constraints and a deterioration in living conditions.  

The demographic, economic, social and cultural challenges 

There is a stark contrast in the demographic situation in countries to the North and South of 
the Mediterranean. Northern Mediterranean countries are faced with the problem of an ageing 
population. In southern and eastern countries, population growth is still a major issue, with an 
increase of 90 million people expected by 2025. However, a spectacular fall in fertility rates 
over the past ten years is now resulting in a demographic transition in these countries.  

Although it is traditionally a region of trade and transit, the Mediterranean has only 
occasionally succeeded in being competitive on international markets. Despite the success of 
some dynamic growth poles and clusters, all too often its enterprises, which are mostly small 
and medium-sized, lack dynamism and competitiveness. They have not generally stood out in 
terms of innovation, as they were based for too long on a ‘rent economy’, fostered by a 
mining-like exploitation of the region’s geographical location and natural resources. 

A dramatic problem of labour market integration exists, particularly among youth. The North is 
not able to absorb the considerable pressure for emigration from southern and eastern 
Mediterranean countries, which are faced by the need to create over 30 million new jobs by 
2025. Unlike in comparable regions in other parts of the world, these countries have not yet 
managed to ‘take off’ economically and average GDP per capita in purchasing power parity of 
several for them is still one-fifth of the level in Mediterranean EU countries. 

Most Mediterranean economies, which have been insufficiently dynamic for the past 20 or 30 
years in relation to other regions of the world, are experiencing difficult employment situations, 
with unemployment rates ranging generally between 8 and 25 per cent. Poverty is closely 
related to the employment situation, as well as changes which marginalize categories of 
society, such as the very rapid transformation of the agricultural, crafts, and rural sectors. 

Social issues are also a major concern, particularly in southern and eastern Mediterranean 
countries. Despite progress, they are still backward in terms of literacy and gender equality. 
Poverty, especially in rural areas, is still a dominant problem in many countries, although there 
is relatively little extreme poverty. The situation is aggravated by the un-equitable distribution 
of wealth. The populations of many southern and eastern Mediterranean countries also suffer 
from insufficient access to safe drinking water and sanitation. 

The situation between countries with regard to their cultural capacity is very uneven, although 
that is partly hidden by the lack of cultural indicators, which are admittedly more difficult to 
develop than for other sectors. The work of the Strategy has made it possible to measure both 
handicaps and elements of diversity, which are also broad and need to be respected insofar 
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as they demonstrate the will to reaffirm natural diversity in a context of globalization, and 
promote the unique Mediterranean culture as a basic economic and social asset. 

The challenges of globalization, regional cooperation and governance 

The challenge of globalization requires widespread regional cooperation, political stability, 
efficient governance and social protection. Yet the situation of Mediterranean countries in 
fulfilling these conditions is very asymmetrical. 

Integration into the EU has considerably improved the political and economic situation of 
Mediterranean EU Member States (Spain, Portugal, Greece, and now Slovenia, Malta and 
Cyprus). Further enlargement of the UE, with the possible membership of other East Adriatic 
countries and Turkey, would reinforce this trend and lead to greater convergence in terms of 
political, economic and environmental policy. Mediterranean EU countries are facing the 
challenges of globalization with the strong backing of the European Union.  

The southern and eastern Mediterranean countries, which are of course faced with the same 
challenges of globalization, do not benefit from such dynamic regional cooperation. 
Established in 1995, the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership still needs a collective vision of 
sustainable development, as well as appropriate resources and commitment. The problem is 
compounded by inadequate levels of North-South and South-South cooperation and by the 
continuing conflicts, especially in the Near East, even though some longer-term political 
solutions appear to be emerging. In view of the slowness of democracy to spread, governance 
is weak and much needed political and structural reforms, particularly to improve respect for 
human rights and gender mainstreaming, are not being adopted sufficiently rapidly. 

This trend of a cumulative political, social, economic and environmental divide between the 
two shores of the Mediterranean will, if the relevant reforms are not implemented on an urgent 
basis, result in growing instability and will accentuate existing levels of social and economic 
asymmetry. The alternative is to maximize complementarities and opportunities between the 
North and the South, in the context of joint and differentiated processes of sustainable 
development, to optimize the positive effects of globalization.  

The long-term choice is therefore between unequal development in the North and the South or 
joint development built around a strong sense of common destiny in the region. From this 
perspective, the best chance for Mediterranean EU and non-EU countries to meet the 
challenges of globalization and compete successfully in the emerging multi-polar world is by 
joining forces and giving strength to an enlarged regional space, encompassing both Europe 
and the Mediterranean, and by ensuring that the Mediterranean is an area of stability, shared 
prosperity, democracy and tolerance. 

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), launched by the EU in 2003/4, is a step in the 
right direction. The ENP seeks to deepen political cooperation and economic integration 
between the EU and its immediate neighbours and to promote and support better governance 
and reform in Mediterranean countries. Through mutually agreed Action Plans, the EU and its 
ENP partners will address issues of common interest and devise measures beneficial to 
economic growth and social cohesion, raising living standards and protecting the environment, 
thereby contributing to the long-term goal of sustainable development in the Mediterranean 
region. 

1.2 Underlying principles and a long-term perspective  

The underlying principles 

The underlying principle of the Mediterranean Strategy is that sustainability has to be based 
on the interdependence of its three pillars: economic development, social equity and 
environmental protection, as well as on an improved governance. The environment, culture 
and development in the region are indissolubly interlinked and it is therefore not only vitally 
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important but also increasingly urgent to make progress in accelerating towards sustainable 
development. To do this, it is necessary to create jobs on a large scale and to focus on 
alleviating poverty, although this also depends on policies which are partly beyond the scope 
of the Strategy. At the social level, it is vital to improve standards of living based on the 
principles of access to essential services and financial resources, the achievement of gender 
equality and equity between generations. Implementation of the Strategy also requires the 
promotion of improved governance, together with justice and full recognition of human rights. 
Approaches based on local development, civil society, the involvement of the private sector 
and NGOs, the participation of multiple stakeholders, partnerships and corporate 
accountability have to be strongly supported. 

In matters of international cooperation, the Strategy is based on the principles of solidarity and 
shared but differentiated responsibility between developed and developing countries. The 
strategic value of cultural diversity is reaffirmed and the need emphasized to avoid the 
paradigm of a single developmental model. Current trends must therefore be reversed through 
collective efforts to avoid in-equitable, unbalanced, standardized and wasteful development in 
the Mediterranean and its subregions and to overcome the risks and poor perspectives of the 
development trend scenario. 

A long-term perspective for the Mediterranean 

The Strategy is based on a long-term vision of a "sustainable" Mediterranean that is politically 
stable, prosperous and peaceful. This vision is based on a proactive choice of a "win-win" 
scenario in which the co-development of the North and the South is promoted, while exploiting 
the positive synergies of efficient environmental, developmental and economic management. 
Joint efforts are required to make progress in the sustainable management of resources and 
coastal zones, and to enhance natural and cultural diversity in the region. A dynamic of 
complementarities and exchanges between Europe and its Mediterranean neighbours will 
have to be developed based around a strong concept of a "shared destiny" and of common 
and differentiated responsibilities. 

Once the strategy has been collectively endorsed and implemented through national 
strategies, the region should move towards a model of a highly integrated eco-region within an 
enlarged Euro-Mediterranean area of prosperity and stability. Strong regional unity should 
emerge in the Mediterranean, where development will be based on recognition of the strategic 
value of the environment and diversity, with the community of countries being involved in the 
processes of governance for sustainable development, economic growth and the improvement 
of living standards.  

In this scenario, the new Mediterranean will be able to participate successfully in globalization 
by enhancing its specificities, complementarities and synergies with neighbouring countries in 
the European Union and the League of Arab States. Domestic and inter-country economic and 
social divisions could be gradually reduced and the Millennium Development Goals achieved. 
Essential collective public goods should be protected, and in certain cases restored, while the 
management of natural resources will be greatly improved and they will be valued more 
highly. Awareness will be raised among the people of the region of the enormous potential of 
the diversity and quality of their heritage for increased and diversified forms of tourism, 
developed in synergy with agriculture and other economic activities. Cities will become real 
vectors of regional development, while jobs could be created in new promising sectors, 
including research and development, access to basic needs, clean technologies and 
industries, water and energy saving technologies, high quality agriculture and food products, 
the enhancement of biodiversity and public transport. The EU and its southern neighbours will 
have understood their mutual interests and recognized the benefits to be drawn, in a world of 
global competition, from their complementarities and exchanges.  
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1.3  Four major objectives  
The following four objectives are established with the aim of promoting progress towards 
sustainability in the economic, social and environmental areas and in the field of governance.  

Objective 1: Contribute to economic development by enhancing 
Mediterranean assets 

Based on the belief that the protection of the environment and economic growth are not 
necessarily incompatible, the Strategy is intended to enhance economic development , while 
reducing pressure on natural resources. This should lead to an equilibrium between satisfying 
the people’s needs, the requirements of economic development and environmental protection, 
thereby responding to the demand for employment and to social needs, reducing the income 
gap and asymmetry between developing and developed countries and promoting growth. 

To meet the goal of employment and income generation, regional and national initiatives will 
be supported which are aimed at reinforcing international and private investment, as well as 
public development aid in Mediterranean countries, with special emphasis on southern and 
eastern countries. To this end, emphasis is placed on enhancing the opportunities deriving 
from the future Euro-Mediterranean Free Trade Area (EMFTA) and relationships with other 
Middle Eastern countries, while also encouraging bilateral investment partnerships between 
northern and southern countries. The results of the Sustainability Impact Assessment of the 
EMFTA, launched by the European Commission, will have to be taken into account.  

To attain these goals, the Strategy calls for cumulative flows of added value to be drawn from 
the region’s unique cultural and natural assets, while also exploring new avenues for the 
promotion of innovation, skills and culture. New activities should therefore be promoted in 
services, clean production, new technologies which reduce the consumption of natural 
resources, including the promotion of SMEs-SMIs as a vehicle for economic development and 
employment generation. Stronger local interactions are needed between the private sector 
and training and research, together with the creation of dynamic local clusters of enterprises. 
A more balanced distribution of new activities in developing countries also has to be sought to 
provide local job opportunities, thereby helping to limit the brain drain. Balanced regional 
development, avoiding the excessive concentration of activities in coastal areas, will also have 
to be encouraged. 

Objective 2: Reduce social disparities by implementing the Millennium 
Development Goals and strengthen cultural identities 

The development of human resources and the fostering of the capacities of all the various 
actors is of crucial importance. The protection of the environment, economic development and 
sustainable progress cannot be achieved while such a large proportion of the population is 
illiterate and lacks access to essential services. It is necessary to strengthen measures to 
foster gender equality, promote the role of women in society, support the upgrading of rural 
areas, which are too frequently ignored, and plan sustainable urban development.  

To contribute to these objectives, the Strategy endorses the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) with a view to improving living standards and gender equality.  

The social situation and trends are a major component in the formulation and implementation 
of sustainable development policies. National strategies, as they are close to national realities, 
clearly have to contain proposals to address employment problems and poverty. The relevant 
Millennium Development Goals have to be implemented in the region and followed up 
continuously on the basis of appropriate indicators. The Mediterranean region would benefit 
from dialogue on employment issues as soon as it can be set in motion effectively. 

The promotion of Mediterranean cultural diversity, values and traditional knowledge is also 
vital. In particular, certain of the Strategy’s components are particularly relevant to cultural 
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aspects, including education (specifically on sustainable development), cultural exchanges, 
incentives to establish Mediterranean labels, the promotion of new forms of cultural tourism 
and cooperation for the enhancement of the cultural heritage. 

Objective 3: Change unsustainable production and consumption patterns 
and ensure the sustainable management of natural resources 

Development cannot be "sustainable" unless the unsustainable practices that are affecting 
basic common goods are brought to an end and assistance is provided for the restoration of 
these common goods. Priority has to be given to the protection of the sea, the coast, the 
climate and air quality, water resources, soil and biodiversity, traditional knowledge of nature, 
the cultural and landscape heritage, together with the reduction of exposure to natural 
hazards, such as floods, fires, droughts, earthquakes and tsunamis. The continuing 
degradation of soils, landscapes and coastal areas must also be halted and the objectives of 
the Earth Summit fulfilled by protecting and enhancing marine, coastal and continental 
biodiversity. 

It is vital to break the links that make economic development dependent on a corresponding, 
or even more intensive exploitation of natural resources, and therefore to "decouple" 
economic growth from increased environmental pressure, thereby contributing to the 
achievement of the relevant Millennium Development Goal. To this end, change must first be 
promoted in consumption and production patterns through the use of renewable sources of 
energy, clean technologies, suitable infrastructure, more efficient public transport including 
greening public procurement. Access to information, education, training and professional 
upgrading is needed so as to move from an “emergency” to a “prevention” culture. The 
management of water, energy, soil and coastal area resources must also be improved, and 
the growth in waste generation and pollutant emissions reduced. Such a "decoupling" will 
benefit both enterprises and the environment, offering a win-win scenario. 

Objective 4: Improve governance at the local,  national and regional levels 

Broadly based sustainable development is only achievable with appropriate governance, 
which requires the exercise of power to be carried out in an environment of openness, 
participation, accountability, effectiveness and coherence. The Mediterranean Strategy 
therefore endorses the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, which calls for sound 
environmental, social and economic policies, democratic institutions responsive to the needs 
of the people, the rule of law, anti-corruption measures, gender equality and an enabling 
environment for investment as the basis for sustainable development. Indeed, without more 
efficient governance and the active participation of the various actors, none of the other 
objectives of the Strategy will be attained. To that end, regional and national efforts for better 
governance, participatory local development, the involvement of civil society and NGOs and 
partnerships with the private sector will have to be supported. Application of the principles of 
the Aarhus Convention will promote the involvement of civil society in achieving sustainable 
development. 

Emphasis also has to be placed on the importance for environmental management of 
integrated territorial planning under a system of shared responsibility. This requires the 
development of networking and dialogue between actors, the dissemination of knowledge and 
training in efficient management practices. Regional and subregional cooperation will also 
have to be promoted between Mediterranean countries, particularly through the development 
of more efficient and rational channels of participation and working procedures. Education and 
training, particularly education for sustainable development (ESD), are recognized as a 
prerequisite for improved governance. In view of the adoption by 13 Contracting Parties of the 
Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development (SESD, Vilnius, 2005), this could be used 
as a blueprint for concerted regional action. 
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Finally, an important component of the Strategy is the development of synergies to enhance 
the process of implementing global Conventions, including the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the 
Convention to Combat Desertification and the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, in 
relation with the Barcelona Convention and other relevant regional instruments. 

1.4  Seven priority fields of action and synergy 

Seven interdependent priority fields of action and synergy are identified below in which it is 
essential to make real progress: 

• better management of water resources and demand;  

• improved rational use of energy, increased renewable energy use and mitigation of and 
adaptation to climate change. 

• sustainable mobility through appropriate transport management; 

• sustainable tourism as a leading economic sector; 

• sustainable agriculture and rural development; 

• sustainable urban development; and 

• sustainable management of the sea, coastal areas and marine resources. 

These priority areas of action have been chosen for several reasons:  

• They are those most threatened by unsustainable trends. Among them, special attention 
should be paid to issues relating to the sea and coastal areas, which constitute the 
common goods of Mediterranean peoples. 

• They are also crucially important areas at the economic and social levels, offering a strong 
potential for improvement. However, it is acknowledged that considerable efforts also have 
to be made in other sectors, particularly industry, to meet the challenges facing the region.  

• These seven priority areas are ripe for action and demonstrate all the shortcomings in 
governance and integration that need to be corrected if the region is to be able to engage 
in a process of sustainable development.  

 

The matrix in Appendix 1 sums up the logical framework of the Strategy and indicates 
the inter-relationships between the four objectives and the seven priority areas of action. 



UNEP(DEC)/MED WG. 277/4 
Annex I 
Page 10 
 

 

2.  ACHIEVING PROGRESS IN THE SEVEN PRIORITY FIELDS OF ACTION 

The objectives, orientations and actions proposed for the seven priority fields of action are 
merely indicative1, as they are intended to be applicable throughout the region. Although 
identified separately, the proposed actions are highly interdependent and are more likely to be 
successful when carried out in convergence and close association with related actions in other 
areas.  

The proposed actions are intended to be implemented by all the parties concerned and 
attention should be paid to selecting the most cost-effective solutions, including impact 
assessment studies where appropriate, and using as a priority market tools. The 
implementation of these actions clearly has a cost. The necessary funds could come from 
direct savings in infrastructure and the use of natural resources, in reduced levels of pollution 
and environmental degradation (which have been estimated to account for between 3 and 5 % 
of GDP), from policy reforms and, of course, from international cooperation. 

Countries or groups of countries are faced with significantly different situations and challenges 
and may need to adopt specific approaches and objectives. Although consistency is desirable 
in regional and subregional approaches, as outlined in the common Strategy, specific national 
goals will clearly have to be defined or adjusted in line with each national strategic and 
planning framework. ‘Pilot actions’, with limited cost and potentially high visibility, should be 
proposed during implementation as a means of accelerating change and of demonstrating 
political commitment to sustainable development. In addition to the actions proposed below, 
the implementation of the relevant and already adopted MCSD recommendations and actions 
should be strengthened. 

2.1  Improving integrated water resource and water demand management 

Water is a scarce and fragile resource that is unequally distributed in time and space, and 
climate change is expected to lead to more irregular and lower volumes of rainfall. The 
shortage of water, due to irregular rainfall and aridity, is a major constraint for agriculture. 
Irrigation is the largest consumer of water. The number of persons in the region with fewer 
than 1000 cubic metres of water a year is currently 108 million and may reach 165 million by 
2025. Certain countries are facing a critical situation. 

National strategies have favoured supply-side policies through the construction of dams and 
boreholes. However, many dams in southern and eastern Mediterranean countries will lose 
most of their storage capacity because they are becoming silted up and few countries will still 
be able to exploit them in the long term. Aquifers, many of which consist of non-renewable 
fossil water, are being over-exploited or irreversibly degraded by saline intrusion. Hydrological 
systems are deteriorating as a result of the degradation and over-exploitation of catchment 
areas and the disappearance of wetlands. The management of cross-border water resources 
is a potential source of conflicts.  

Many or most Mediterranean countries are faced with several water-related issues: how to 
manage their scarce water resources sustainably; how to secure access to safe drinking water 
for population groups who do not yet have it; and how to accustom individual consumers to 
practices which save water. The first challenge requires water demand management policies 
to reduce loss and misuse, the development of more added value through greater efficiency in 
irrigation and in the use of water in industry and urban areas; and the meeting of economic 
and social needs at reduced cost. It also requires the integrated management of catchment 
areas and wetland ecosystems and an increase in water supply, particularly through the 
development of non-conventional sources of water. The second challenge requires the 

                                                 
1 For the objectives of the Strategy, the base year is 2000, except if other years are mentioned. For the 
Millennium Development Goals the base year is 1990.  
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achievement of the MDGs concerning access to safe drinking water and sanitation. The third 
necessitates the strengthening of partnerships with local water users and water management 
bodies and awareness-raising campaigns on how to save water.  

Some countries in both the North and the South have began to undertake more efficient water 
management, as called for by the Johannesburg Summit. The EU has launched a water 
initiative, the Mediterranean component of which represents a cooperation framework 
conducive to the attainment of the MDGs in the region. 

Objectives  

• Stabilize water demand through the reduction of water losses and the wasteful use of water 
(a reduction in demand in the North and controlled increases in the South and the East) 
and increase the added value per cubic metre of water used.  

• Promote the integrated management of watersheds, including surface and groundwater; 
and eco-systems, and foster depollution objectives. 

• Achieve the Millennium Development Goals concerning access to safe drinking water and 
sanitation.  

• Promote participation, partnership, active cooperation and solidarity for the sustainable 
management of water, at local and national level. 

Orientations and actions  

Regional Cooperation 

1. Promote the Mediterranean component of the European Union Water Initiative as one of the means 
of achieving the MDGs and of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. Strengthen synergies with 
donors in support of investment and with other regional cooperation frameworks 

Water demand management 

2. Determine precise global and sectoral efficiency goals in national strategies. Reorient water policies 
to integrate water demand management in agriculture and other sectoral policies and encourage 
demand-side approaches with the aim of improving water use efficiency, reducing unnecessary 
losses, implementing water saving techniques in irrigation and involving industry, tourism and cities 
in controlling waste water.  

3. Establish appropriate fiscal and pricing systems and encourage investment in demand-side 
management and the development of financial mechanisms for the internalization of external costs 
and the expected benefits from water-saving measures. 

Integrated water resource management  

4. Encourage the establishment of appropriate bodies and organizations for integrated watershed, 
management (surface, groundwater resource  and ecosystems),  in qualitative and quantitative 
terms. Strengthen international commitments undertaken for the management of transboundary 
water resources. 

5. Preserve and increase water resources through soil and water conservation measures, agricultural 
and forestry practices, small-scale irrigation, run off and spate irrigation and the mobilization of non-
conventional sources of water, as well as the recycling of urban and industrial wastewaters and 
drainage water, taking into account quality standards.  

6. Strengthen regulatory and other instruments, where appropriate, to reduce the over-exploitation of 
groundwater and non-renewable water sources and promote the artificial replenishment of 
groundwater, where necessary.  

7. Protect aquatic ecosystems and restore their regulating role. 
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Access to water and sanitation  

8. Support investment to halve by 2015 the proportion of the population without access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation, pursuant to the MDGs. 

9. Strengthen regulations, where appropriate, and promote investment in wastewater treatment 
systems to prevent and reduce pollution from urban and industrial sources.  

Water management governance 

10. Promote schemes for the integrated participatory management of water resources, including 
partnerships with local authorities, the private sector and NGOs. 

11. Take action to educate users about the need to save water, and protect its quality. 

 

2.2.  Ensuring sustainable management of energy and mitigating of and 
adapting to the effects of climate change 

The energy consumption of Mediterranean countries, which are highly dependent on fossil 
fuels, has more than doubled over the past 30 years. Many Mediterranean countries have 
established pricing and tax structures that are not conducive to energy saving. Moreover, 
there is insufficient encouragement for renewable sources of energy. Should this trend 
continue, the Mediterranean’s contribution to total global greenhouse gas emissions could rise 
from 7% to 9%. In addition, the region’s energy dependence could greatly increase.  

This situation is all the more regrettable in that the Mediterranean is an ecoregion that is 
particularly vulnerable to climate change, has a significant potential for renewable energy from 
natural sources (sun, wind, etc.) and could derive substantial savings from the rational use of 
energy. Policies which follow these orientations would encourage technological progress, 
create employment opportunities and increase productivity. Decisive implementation of the 
Untied Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and of its Kyoto Protocol by the 
countries that have or will have ratified it would also provide short and long-term local and 
global benefits, in particular by strengthening the regional cooperation and funding sustainable 
development projects in Mediterranean developing countries. 

Objectives  

• Promote the rational use of energy.  

• Enhance the potential of renewable energy. 

• Control, stabilize or reduce, as appropriate, emissions of greenhouse gasses.  

• Mainstream measures for adaptation to climate change in national development plans.  

• Increase access to electricity in rural areas, where necessary.   

Orientations and actions 

Promote energy-saving policies and renewable and cleaner energies 

1. Establish overall and sectoral objectives for the promotion of rational energy use and the 
development of renewable energies in national and local strategies for sustainable development. A 
desirable target for reducing the intensity of energy consumption per unit of gross domestic product  
by 2015 could be in the range of 1-2% per year. A desirable target for renewable energy would be 
to meet 7% of the total demand for energy by such means by 2015, excluding combustible 
renewables and waste (CWR).  

 



UNEP(DEC)/MED WG. 277/4 
Annex I 

Page 13 
 

 

2. Encourage economic actors, local authorities and consumers to adopt sustainable energy-saving 
habits through pricing, targeted subsidies, tax incentives and public awareness-raising campaigns, 
supported by NGOs. Encourage economic mechanisms, such as Tradable Renewable Energy 
Certificates (TRECs), and regulations designed to promote renewable energies. 

Strengthen regional cooperation and support the implementation of the Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol  

3. Invite Mediterranean countries to cooperate in the implementation of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and flexibility mechanisms of its Kyoto Protocol, to prepare for the 
post-2012 phase and direct towards the region investment designed to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

4. Develop synergies with the Mediterranean Renewable Energy Programme (MED REP), the Rome 
Mediterranean Energy Platform (REMEP) and the Euro Mediterranean Energy Policy.  

Adapt to climate change 

5. Mainstream the concept of adaptation to climate change in national policies. Develop plans to 
anticipate risks and adapt the most exposed Mediterranean areas, especially islands, deltas and 
arid agricultural zones, to climate change. 

Access to electricity 

6. Support projects and investments for access to electricity. A desirable target by 2015 (compared 
with 1990) would be to halve the proportion of the population in developing countries who do not 
have access to electricity. 

2.3.  Ensuring sustainable mobility through the appropriate management of transport  

Passenger and freight transport needs are growing faster than the rate of economic and 
demographic growth. In view of these trends, transport systems are not sustainable in the long 
term. The use of long-haul maritime transport and coastal shipping is expanding dramatically, 
resulting in major pollution and accident risks. Linkages between the two shores of the 
Mediterranean are generally insufficiently rational and competitive. Land transport is 
dominated by road traffic, which accounts for 88% of passenger traffic and 82% of freight. As 
it accounts for one-third of total energy consumption, transport in northern countries is a major 
contributor to greenhouse gas emissions and to pollution. Traffic congestion costs are steadily 
increasing. Trends in relation to transport in the southern countries give rise to the same 
concerns. They are often aggravated by systems of public investment, subsidies and taxation 
which favour mobility based on the use of private motor vehicles and roads, rather than 
collective forms of transport. 

Although they raise difficult issues which have cultural and social dimensions, these trends 
could be managed sustainably if appropriate regional and national policies were applied which 
anticipated expected developments. Some countries, and a growing number of local 
authorities, have shown the way by adopting policies which promote the more sustainable 
management of transport. Compulsory standards for motor vehicles are being applied in the 
European Union which are encouraging technological improvements. Promising results are 
also being attained by successful experiments in the combination of sea, rail and road 
transport.  

Objectives 

• Support regional and national initiatives to promote more competitive and sustainable 
transport systems and to improve Euro-Mediterranean transport linkages and networks. 

• Encourage more integrated transport systems which ensure a better complementarity of 
road, rail and sea transport, including a significant shift from road to sea and rail. 
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• Improve the integration of transport policies into economic planning so as to achieve 
continued progress in “decoupling” the growth of motor transport from GDP growth. 

• Encourage the use of cleaner or less polluting fuels 

 Orientations and actions 

Improve Euro-Mediterranean transport systems 

1. Develop before 2010 a sustainable Euro-Mediterranean transport framework, taking into account 
the objectives of the EU Sustainable Development Strategy and other relevant regional initiatives,  

2. Explore the possibility of extending to non-EU Mediterranean countries the benefits of the Marco 
Polo Programme for the development of road-sea modal transfers. 

Improve the integration of road, rail and sea transport and reduce pollution and harmfulness 

3. Support investment and incentive policies to stabilize or reduce the share of road transport and 
promote, after environmental impact assessments, alternative transport systems, in particular 
"motorways of the sea" and railways. A desirable objective by 2015 would be to scale down the 
road share to 75% of total traffic for both the number of passengers and volume of freight. 

4. Conduct strategic environmental impact assessments for major national and international transport 
plans and programmes at the local urban level.  

5. Reduce urban traffic congestion and pollution by promoting low pollution collective transport 
systems at the local urban level. 

6. Develop clean fuels. A desirable objective for 2015-2020 would be to rise the share of clean fuel 
(LPG, NGV, bio fuel) and the share of electric and hybrid vehicles up to 30% and to manage to 
eliminate lead contained into gasoline. 

Decoupling transport growth and GDP growth 

7. Use economic instruments insofar as possible to internalize the costs of transport into prices by 
2025 and explore options to decrease transport use through the possibilities of telecommuting. 

2.4  Promote sustainable tourism 

The Mediterranean is the world’s leading tourist region. Tourism is a major industry in terms of 
employment and income in the region and consists mainly of a seasonal seaside the resort 
model. 

The intense competition between tourist destinations is exacerbated by the business practices 
of major tour operators and the lack of capacities at local level to control unsustainable trends 
in the development of tourism. This has led to a certain standardization in the supply of tourist 
facilities, insufficiently controlled development and a loss of quality in several established or 
rapidly developing destinations. This situation has been encouraged by public policies which 
emphasize tourist numbers and the development of the related infrastructure, rather than 
added value, the enhancement of Mediterranean diversity and cultural and social 
development. While tourism is important for the economy in many countries, the benefits are 
unevenly distributed and the adverse environmental impacts in such areas as transport, noise, 
waste generation, the consumption of space, and the degradation of landscapes, coasts and 
ecosystems are not accounted for in national economic statistics relating to tourism.  

Some 637 million tourists (international and domestic) are expected in the region by 2025, 
which means an additional 270 million in comparison with 2000. About half of them will stay in 
coastal regions. By anticipating these flows, there is a real opportunity to influence 
international and domestic tourism and to encourage a development towards more cultural-
rural and accountable tourism, which would favour inland areas and cities, environmental 
concerns and coastal protection and cultural and historical sites.  
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Objectives 

• Reduce the adverse territorial and environmental impacts of tourism, especially in existing 
coastal tourist areas. 

• Promote sustainable tourism, which in turn reinforces social cohesion and cultural and 
economic development, enhances Mediterranean diversity and specificities and 
strengthens synergies with other economic sectors, especially agriculture. 

• Increase the added value of tourism for local communities and actors in developing 
countries.  

• Improve governance for sustainable tourism. 

Orientations and actions  

Reduce the adverse territorial and environmental effects of tourism  

1. Strengthen the implementation of the recommendations on tourism adopted in 1999 by the 
Contracting Parties, identify good practices and produce an in-depth assessment of the progress 
made by 2008.  

2. Promote within countries, on the basis of studies of carrying capacities, a more balanced distribution 
of tourists in terms of destinations and seasons.   

Promote the supply of sustainable tourist facilities and increase the added value of tourism for local 
communities  

3. Draw up, as soon as possible, not later than 2010 , 10-year promotional framework programme for 
the Mediterranean together with the Ministries concerned, the private sector, sustainable tourism 
professionals and promoters, highlighting the assets of the Mediterranean cultural and 
environmental heritage, with a view to developing a “Mediterranean tourism quality label". Promote a 
pilot action at the regional level to support the implementation of national and sub-national 
programmes.  

4. Develop “tourism pay-back” formulae so that tourists contribute to the preservation of the natural 
environment, cultural heritage and the sustainable development of  destinations.  

5. Explore the possibility of implementing taxation systems based on transport, especially sea and air 
transport to islands, as a means of contributing to the sustainable development of these regions. 

6. Adapt tourism more effectively to the constraints and opportunities offered by protected natural 
areas, especially with a view to preserving biodiversity and the natural and cultural heritage in 
regional parks, biosphere reserves and protected coastal areas. 

7. Encourage countries to promote rehabilitation programmes in destinations where hotel facilities and 
tourism infrastructure are becoming obsolete, and where historical sites are poorly maintained. 

Improve governance for sustainable tourism 

8. Improve coordination between countries and major operators to improve the harmonization of 
regulations and develop synergies at the regional level. 

9. Improve cooperation mechanisms between tourism and environmental authorities and strengthen the capacities 
of local authorities  to manage the development of tourism and promote sustainable tourism. 

 

2.5.  Promoting sustainable agricultural and rural development 

Agriculture in the northern Mediterranean countries tends to be concentrated in plains and 
foothills and is partly based on irrigation. However, water is not generally used efficiently. It is 
frequently over-exploited and is often polluted and affected by salinization. Good quality 
farmland is increasingly being lost to urban development. These trends are also affecting 
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modern agriculture in southern Mediterranean countries. Inland areas in developed countries, 
and particularly mountain areas, were abandoned extensively over the past century, with the 
environmental consequences including increased vulnerability to flooding and fires and a loss 
of biodiversity. These areas have experienced a decrease in traditional activities and have a 
low level of public services, but have benefited from the growth of tourism, a residential 
economy and local agri-food products. However, their landscapes are often at risk of 
degradation, which is likely to be irreversible.  

Agriculture in the southern and eastern countries still plays an important social and economic 
role, although productivity is generally low and little importance is accorded to the efficient and 
sustainable management of water and soil resources. While they are still numerous, despite 
emigration, rural inhabitants are mostly poor and have a low educational level. Rural women, 
who perform most of the farm work, are still socially marginalized, and have limited access to 
economic and financial tools. Considerable stress is being placed on natural resources, with 
dramatic results in terms of deforestation, erosion, the silting up of dams, reduced control of 
run-off water, desertification and an irreversible loss of biodiversity. For those concerned, 
emigration is seen as the main solution to a situation of persistent poverty.  

The considerable disparities that already exist in agricultural productivity levels between 
developed and developing countries and between modern agriculture and subsistence farming 
are still widening. In addition, Mediterranean agricultural and rural models, which are at the 
origins of Mediterranean identity, are under increasing threat from the predominance of 
imported consumption patterns. This trend is illustrated in particular by the decline of the 
Mediterranean dietary model despite the recognized positive effects on health .The 
prospective scenario for the expected impacts of trade liberalization, climate change and the 
lack of efficient rural policies offers a gloomy picture in some southern and eastern 
Mediterranean countries, with the prospect of aggravated regional imbalances, deeper 
ecological degradation and persistent or accrued social instability. There is a clear need for 
alternative sustainable agriculture and rural development strategies at the national and 
regional levels if progress is to be made in reducing rural poverty, revitalizing inland areas, 
developing internal and foreign market outlets and safeguarding environmental public goods. 
Increased international and domestic demand for high quality traditional Mediterranean food 
and agricultural products offers a major opportunity to make Mediterranean agriculture more 
competitive at the global level. The region should also acquire a considerable comparative 
advantage if ways could be found to increase the added value gained from its landscapes, 
culture, crafts, traditions and, in more general terms, by placing greater emphasis on the 
multifunctionnality of agriculture.  

Objectives  

• Take into account the opportunities and risks associated with the process of trade 
liberalization at the Euro-Mediterranean level to consolidate the penetration of 
Mediterranean agricultural products on global markets by enhancing the comparative 
advantages of Mediterranean quality, including quality labels, organic agriculture and 
traditional products and to avoid social and environmental collapse.  

• Promote the technical and commercial adaptation of Mediterranean agriculture with a view 
to increasing its added value and exploiting in a sustainable manner the factors of 
production that are under the greatest threat, namely water and soil.  

• Ensure the future of rural communities and reduce poverty by providing rural infrastructure 
and basic services, diversifying the rural economy and improving local governance.  

• Reduce the irreversible loss of agricultural land and biodiversity, prevent the degradation 
of the landscape and improve the adaptation of agriculture to climate change.  
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Orientations and actions  

Trade liberalization and the promotion of high quality Mediterranean products 

1. Promote greater awareness in the forthcoming Euro-Mediterranean negotiations by drawing 
attention to the risks of a over rapid liberalization and emphasize the need for a gradual and 
asymmetrical approach, in particular to protect vulnerable rural populations in developing countries.  

2. Coordinate regional and national initiatives for the integration of sustainable agricultural and rural 
development issues into future Euro-Mediterranean neighbourhood agreements and programmes. 

3. Develop a regional policy to enhance recognition of local agricultural products, the quality of 
traditional Mediterranean agricultural products, such as wine, olive oil, vegetables, fruit, flowers, 
durum wheat and animal products. Create a conducive regional environment to help countries 
develop policies and efficient procedures for the labelling and quality certification of Mediterranean 
food products and to promote the Mediterranean diet. 

Promote productive and rational agriculture 

4. Implement agricultural policies in developing countries aimed at rationalizing agricultural structures, 
including land and water policies, education and training, access to credit and markets, 
strengthening of farmers’ associations and professional organizations. 

5. Promote and/or reinforce the establishment of networks between Mediterranean countries to 
disseminate and apply sound and innovative agricultural practices, in particular the reduced 
consumption of water, fertilizers and pesticides, and to promote organic agriculture, local 
agricultural varieties, traditional techniques, the use of alternative sources of energy and the 
restoration of soil fertility. 

6. Promote regional consultations with Mediterranean countries with a view to adapting to their 
specific needs the existing legal framework that ensures the sovereignty of countries in matters of 
gene pools, biodiversity and the right to control the use of GMOs and regulate their movement in 
conformity with the Cartagena Protocol. 

Rural development and local governance 

7. Encourage national efforts to promote sustainable agricultural and rural development schemes and 
programmes based on local development and a participatory process with the aim of improving the 
living conditions of the rural population and mitigating regional and social inequalties. Special 
attention should be paid to improving infrastructure and services and promotion of economic 
diversification, especially through rural tourism, cleaner production, the agro industry and services. 

8. Promote regional policies and encourage national programmes to enhance the multifunctionality of 
agriculture and, in particular its potential to contribute to enhancing the ecological and economic 
value of landscapes, traditional knowledge and skills and cultural heritage, through tourism and 
other economic activities. 

9. Strengthen the negotiation and governance capacities of local communities and local actors, 
especially by encouraging local rural development initiatives, and programmes to enhance the 
involvement of women in the decision-making process.  

Sustainable management of rural areas and of the Mediterranean natural environment 

10. Identify and implement relevant regional actions to support the implementation of International 
Conventions on desertification and biodiversity.  

11. Reduce the impacts of desertification and the irreversible loss of agricultural land and biodiversity. A 
desirable target would be to decrease by at least one-third by 2015 the current rates of the loss of 
agricultural land through erosion, salinization, desertification, urban and other forms of development 
and abandonment. A desirable goal for biodiversity is to put an end by 2010 to the loss of 
continental biodiversity in the EU Member States and to reduce it substantially in other 
Mediterranean countries. 
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12. Promote, especially in poorer areas of developing countries, the establishment of sustainable 
agricultural and rural development programmes, biosphere reserves, regional natural parks and 
contractually based local land use schemes to encourage local communities to manage farmlands, 
hill areas and woodlands sustainably. 

13. Promote forest landscape restoration initiatives to restore forest ecological functions and their 
capacity to contribute to a sustainable rural economy and provide key ecological services. 

14.  Expand protected areas through the allocation of sufficient resources to obtain the commitment of 
local communities. A desirable target by 2010 would be for 10% of all Mediterranean land 
ecosystems to be under the status of a protected area.  

15. Promote political decisions to protect agricultural areas from being built up, particularly through 
legally binding national and local land use planning schemes.  

16. Promote adaptation to climate change by increasing scientific monitoring through appropriate 
observatories, the enhancement of research on dry farming techniques and the planning of 
alternative uses for agricultural areas that are under the greatest threat. 

2.6.  Promoting sustainable urban development 

In the northern Mediterranean countries, the size of the urban population is expected to 
stabilize. However, in most cases, the principles of sustainable development are not taken into 
account in urban development, as illustrated by the over-extension of urban areas, the 
excessively high level of energy consumption and wasted space, the high and growing 
production of urban waste, the increasing cost and inconvenience of traffic congestion and the 
dangerous loss of social cohesion in urban areas. 

In southern and eastern Mediterranean countries, urban issues are no less critical. In 20 
years, there are expected to be nearly 82 million more urban inhabitants in these countries, at 
least one-third of whom will be located in coastal urban areas. If uncontrolled, such growth 
rates can only aggravate current problems, which are already alarming, as illustrated by the 
low levels of social cohesion, the spread of poverty, the expansion of informal settlements, 
which sometimes account for over 60% of new built-up areas, the rising levels of air pollution, 
the inadequate supply of clean water, ineffective waste management and the accumulated 
effects of these factors on the health of the population. Moreover, the problems are likely to 
get worse with current changes in consumption patterns.  

Examples of successful urban renovation on both shores of the Mediterranean show the 
impact that Mediterranean cities, when properly managed, can have on sustainable 
development. The efforts that are currently being made are, however, far from sufficient. 
Fewer than 600 urban areas are reported to have made a commitment to Agenda 21 type 
processes. The reasons include, in particular, the limited technical and financial capacities of 
cities in developing countries, especially small and medium-sized cities, and the insufficient 
levels of decentralized cooperation between northern and southern cities, which is preventing 
effective networking to assist in the promotion of sustainable urban development. 

Objectives  

• Promote a sustainable urban economy and approaches to development planning which 
anticipate the forecast growth in the urban population in the coming decades. 

• Integrate into economic and spatial planning the exceptional cultural, historical and  
landscape assets of Mediterranean cities.  

• Improve the quality of urban life by expanding green areas and by reducing negative 
environmental factors (air pollution and waste generation), as well as social disparities and 
inequalities in access to services, particularly in southern and eastern Mediterranean 
cities.  
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• Improve urban governance while strengthening solidarity between Mediterranean cities. 

Orientations and actions 

Anticipate and plan for expected urban growth 

1. Develop alternative urban models with a view to integrating informal settlements into cities, and 
anticipate the expected rates of urban growth through more balanced territorial planning and support 
to small and medium-sized cities. 

2. Promote urban spatial planning that includes transport policies and  the expansion of cities, the 
creation of green areas and parks and the protection of peri-urban agricultural areas, natural areas 
and historical urban centres. 

Enhance the value of the heritage of Mediterranean cities 

3. Promote Mediterranean cities by enhancing the value of their cultural, historical and landscape 
heritage.  

Improve the quality of life and reduce inequalities 

4. Reduce significantly the proportion of slum housing, and achieve the other social Millennium 
Development Goals.  

5. Set precise objectives in national sustainable development strategies to raise the profile of urban 
environmental issues in the following fields: 

• air quality monitoring systems. A suitable objective would be for such systems to cover all major 
Mediterranean urban areas by 2015 and to promote a Mediterranean network for the exchange 
of epidemiological information and studies on issues relating to urban areas. 

• the reduction of urban air pollutants such as CO,Nox, VOC, particulate matter and lead, through 
appropriate vehicle standards, urban traffic policy, the strengthening of public transport networks, 
the diversion of heavy traffic and the use of clean fuels. A suitable objective would be to achieve 
a 30% share of clean fuels, such as LPG, NGV bio-fuels, electric and hybrid vehicles, and 
ultimately to ban leaded gasoline, by 2015/2020.  

• the management of urban waste, including the reduction of waste generation and the recycling 
and rational disposal of packaging. Suitable objectives by 2015 would be to dissociate  the 
increase in waste generation and GDP growth so as to reduce the current growth rate  in waste 
generation by around 50%, double recycling rates and transform at least half of unregulated 
waste dumps into sanitary landfills. 

• the reduction of noise pollution  

• the treatment of municipal waste waters, in conformity with the provisions of the LBS Protocol to 
treat them all by 2025.  

• promotion of urban transport policies which give priority to public and private collective transport. 

• promotion of urban planning taking into account the prevention of natural and technological 
hazards, and, where relevant, the necessity to move particularly polluting and dangerous 
industrial units. 

6. Invite all Mediterranean urban areas, especially large cities, to launch before 2015 local Agenda 21 
type processes, strategies, planning and urban renewal programmes involving inhabitants, 
associations and businesses in joint urban renewal projects and public/private partnerships. 

Improve urban governance  

7. Strengthen opportunities for political action at the urban level through decentralization, the 
reinforcement of the capacities of local authorities, an increase in the relative share of local taxes in 
total fiscal revenues, the enhancement of partnerships between cities and central governments in 
the fields of housing, sanitation and transport and the development of training programmes on 
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sustainable urban management and social policies. 

8. Develop decentralized cooperation between Mediterranean cities and local authorities, gradually 
extending URBAN-type programmes to SEMC areas. Initiate a regional cooperation and natural risk 
management mechanism to which the Mediterranean cities would contribute.  

2.7.  Promoting sustainable management of the sea and coastal zones and taking 
urgent action to put an end to the degradation of coastal zones 

As coveted development areas, coastal zones constitute a necessary or priority focus for 
numerous activities and a fragile space of major ecological, social and cultural value. The 
accumulation of stress factors is considerable. Holiday home urbanization, illegal construction 
and the building up of coastal areas, land-based pollution (which accounts for up to 80% of 
total marine pollution), waste generation, the extraction of sand and water, the poor 
management of catchment areas, certain leisure activities, fishing and aquaculture practices 
and invasion by exogenous species are all resulting in a spiral of degradation. This situation is 
leading to the deterioration of landscapes, cultural heritage sites and living standards, salt-
water invasion and coastal erosion, the destruction of sand dunes, wetlands and sea-bed 
meadows, and the often irreversible loss of underwater and coastal biodiversity. The human 
and economic costs, which include the loss of local jobs, are increasing, for example as a 
result of the over-exploitation of fish resources.  

Although representing only 0.7% of the earth’s ocean surface, the Mediterranean Sea carries 
30% of the world’s maritime traffic. Pollution from ships is mainly of an “operational” nature, 
including illegal oil discharges and ballast water. However, the risk of accidents remains high, 
despite prevention policies. 

It is necessary to forestall these trends. Without policy changes, vast inter-connected urban 
areas will develop in coastal regions and nearly 50% of the 46,000 km of Mediterranean 
coastline may be built up by 2025, compared with about 40% in 2000. There may well be a 
considerable rise in the costs of environmental degradation and vulnerability to hazards, such 
as flooding, tsunamis and maritime pollution. There is also the risk of a growing disparity of 
responses between current and future EU Member States and other countries. EU Member 
States are subject to stringent environmental management standards, such as the Water 
Framework Directive, the Erika Packages 1 and 2 and the Birds and Habitat Directives. The 
less advanced among them benefit from substantial assistance programmes and Community 
funds. Other countries have no such support, and are faced with much higher rates of urban, 
industrial and tourist growth in their coastal areas, which constitute a vital asset for their 
development. 

The variety of situations calls for differentiated strategies. In some degraded areas, the 
emphasis should be on restoring lost assets, while in other areas it would be more advisable 
to anticipate degradation so as to safeguard and promote development based around the 
protection of the environmental, cultural and social heritage.  

Much progress has been made in regional cooperation, with the extension of the Barcelona 
Convention to the protection of coastal areas, the evolution of MAP and the gradual 
implementation of measures to prevent and reduce pollution and protect biodiversity and the 
cultural heritage. However, the relative percentage of protected coastal areas is still very 
inadequate and the implementation of the Protocols and action plans adopted under the 
Barcelona Convention is moving at a slow pace. Laws, agencies, land surveys, economic 
tools, master plans and jurisdictions are still not adequate to ensure the integration of 
environment and development. In numerous countries, the protection of coasts, integrated 
costal zone management and the mobilization of international funding and local and 
professional actors to combat pollution must be improved.  
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Objectives, orientations and actions 

Strengthening regional cooperation  

Improve regional cooperation and promote the implementation of regional programmes of 
action with adequate means. 

1. Ensure the implementation of the Barcelona Convention, its Protocols and action plans and the 
related recommendations adopted by the Contracting Parties. Support actively the elaboration and 
implementation of the EU Marine Strategy.  

2. Actively support the formulation and implementation of the EU Marine Strategy. 

3. Strengthen subregional approaches.  

4. Strengthen regional solidarity, synergies between MAP, METAP and the various regional 
cooperation frameworks and financial mechanisms to help developing countries attain the 
objectives set out in this Strategy. Support capacity building for integrated coastal management, 
raise public awareness and consider the establishment of a fund to enable private sources and 
local communities to finance the conservation and sustainable management of the Mediterranean 
coast. Ensure the constant monitoring of the actions and measures implemented. 

The integrated management and development of coastal zones  

Promote the balanced and integrated management and development of coastal zones. 
Guarantee unhindered access to the coast for everyone. Preserve, enhance or restore the 
coastal heritage. Avoid linear and continuous urbanization. Reduce the vulnerability of 
sensitive areas to natural risks. 

1. Adopt by 2007 a Protocol for the Integrated Management of Mediterranean Coastal Zones and 
implement the related regional strategy. 

2. Take account of the fragility of the environment in planning and development. Prevent continuous 
and linear urbanization of coastal areas by avoiding the construction of new roads parallel to and 
alongside the coast. Enhance the heritage of coastal areas, including traditional productive activities 
which form part of its identity, maintain agricultural and wooded green belts and establish ecological 
corridors. 

3. Carry out environmental impact studies for projects and strategic environmental assessments for 
plans and  programmes  affecting the sea or coastal zones, and continue to develop tools for 
integrating environmental concerns into policies, programmes and projects.  

4. Insofar as possible, adopt laws, mechanisms and tools for integrated coastal zone management by 
2012 in countries which do not yet have them. 

5. Promote integrated management approaches and projects for coastal zones and catchment areas, 
with the involvement of local authorities, enterprises and NGOs, so as to achieve greater efficiency, 
coordinate a limited number of practical issues and mobilize donors.  

6. Assess the vulnerability of coastal zones to natural and technological risks, prohibit construction in 
high-risk areas and integrate risk prevention into urban development plans. Adopt contingency 
plans for all vulnerable coastal spaces by 2010, including the implementation of prevention 
exercises to mobilize the populations concerned.  

7. Implement specific plans for the sustainable management and development of islands. 

8. Make the best use of the Euro-Mediterranean SMAP programme to promote integrated costal zone 
management. 
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Preventing and reducing pollution from ships  

Prevent and combat marine pollution from ships by achieving the goals set out in the Regional 
Strategy for Prevention of and Response to Marine Pollution from Ships, which is currently 
being finalized. Eliminate operational pollution from ships by 2025.  

1. Fully implement the Regional Strategy for Prevention of and Response to Marine Pollution from 
Ships. Increase EU aid and support for its implementation.  

2. Identify, as a priority, in conjunction with the appropriate MAP Regional Activity Centres, those 
areas which should be designated by the IMO as Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSAs), and 
obtain the necessary support from concerned countries. 

3. Request the Mediterraneran  and Black Sea coastal States (in particular through MAP and the 
Black Sea Environmental Programme ) to engage in coordinated action for the prevention and 
reduction of pollution from ships, taking into account the similarities between the situations in the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea and, the needs for common actions. 

Preventing and reducing land-based pollution  

Prevent and reduce land-based pollution by achieving the goals set out in the Strategic Action 
Programme to address Land-based Sources of Pollution, adopted in 1997.  

1. Implement without delay the National Action Plans for combating pollution from land-based sources 
in order to meet the objectives set out in the Strategic Action Plan adopted in 1997 for the 
implementation of the LBS Protocol. Reduce pollutants from industrial sources, such as the 
reduction of BOD by 50% by 2010 and the reduction of the generation of hazardous waste by 20% 
by 2010. Equip all coastal cities with over 10,000 inhabitants with systems for the environmental 
management of solid waste by 2015. Halve by 2015 the number of coastal urban inhabitants with 
no access to sanitation. 

2. Identify bilateral and international funding for the establishment of a system to provide support for 
the implementation of the National Action Plans and help equip coastal cities in developing 
countries to address land-based sources of pollution, giving preference to cost-effective 
technologies. Invite the EU to strengthen its support for the related public investments through 
partnerships with Mediterranean countries.  

3. Continue and increase capacity-building programmes for developing countries, cities and 
enterprises for the management and treatment of waste and effluent by mobilizing international 
environment funds and maximizing synergies with MAP,  and the various networks of local and 
professional actors. Promote environmentally sound production processes, products and services 
through the development of voluntary initiatives and reduce waste generation by adopting the “3R” 
approach (reducing, reusing and recycling). 

Protection of marine and coastal biodiversity and marine resources 

Halt the loss of marine and coastal biodiversity by 2010 in EU Member States and reduce it 
substantially in other countries, in accordance with international and European commitments. 

Ensure the development of fishing in the Mediterranean towards an ecosystem approach and 
restore the stocks as far as possible by 2015, in accordance with the commitment of the 
Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development. Promote sustainable aquaculture 
techniques that minimize their impact on the environment and conflicts with other users of the 
coast. 

1. Accelerate implementation of the Strategic Action Programme for the Preservation of Biological 
Diversity in the Mediterranean Region (SAP-BIO), adopted in 2003. Prepare for its updating by 
inserting the recommendations adopted by the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
Adopt national action plans for marine and coastal biodiversity. 
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2. Encourage fishing and aquaculture practices that are compatible with the protection of biodiversity 
and the sustainable management of marine resources. Strengthen implementation of commitments 
undertaken within the framework of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (FAO, 1995), 
the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), the International Commission for 
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, the declaration of the Ministerial Conference on the Sustainable 
Development of Fisheries in the Mediterranean (Venice, November 2003) and the Common 
Fisheries Policy of the European Union. 

 
3. Actively implement the programme of work on protected areas adopted by the Convention on 

Biological Diversity, taking into account the agreed timetable and objectives. 
 
4. Identify the Mediterranean sites in which the sustainable management of biodiversity would be 

advanced by the creation of marine and coastal protected areas, including in particular pelagic and 
deep habitats, within and beyond zones of national jurisdiction, on a scientific basis and in 
accordance with the Law of the Sea. 

 
5. Increase the number of protected areas throughout the Mediterranean significantly, to cover at least 

10% of coastal and marine habitats with forms of protection that meet the criteria of the IUCN. 
 
6. Promote a representative network of protected marine and coastal areas that makes up an 

ecologically representative regional system, and increase their protection by adding them, when 
necessary, to the SPAMI list. 

 
7. Promote the creation of new types of protected spaces (public-private-local community 

partnerships; partnerships with owners of coastline property; mobilization of local NGOs), and invite 
the managers of protected areas to play a more active role in promoting local sustainable 
development. 

 
8. Strengthen cooperation between MAP and the GFCM and, at the local and national levels, 

cooperation between fisheries operators and the managers of protected areas. 
 
9. Strengthen institutional and human capacity for management of the interactions between human 

activities and marine and coastal biodiversity.  
 
10. Strengthen the synergies between international organizations and networks (such as the Barcelona 

Convention, IUCN, MedWET, the Bern Convention, the Agreement on the Conservation of 
Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area 
UNEP/CMS/ACCOBAMS, the Natura 2000 Network and the EU Marine Strategy). 
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3. IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY, ASSOCIATING ALL THE PARTNERS 
AND MONITORING PROGRESS  

For its implementation, the Strategy requires: 

• a regional space of solidarity and commitment 

• the participation of States through national strategies, of local authorities, the socio-
economic actors, associations and populations; 

• new methods of governance, which are indispensable for progress in achieving 
sustainable development; and 

• collective follow-up at the Mediterranean level.  

Such commitments imply profound changes and reforms. The Strategy’s success therefore 
depends on the capacity of governments, local authorities, enterprises and other actors in civil 
society to promote convergence in their policies, decisions and actions. This requires the 
mobilization of human resources and the development of an appropriate institutional 
framework. It also requires the monitoring of its implementation, in which progress will 
necessarily be gradual and differentiated, starting with clearly identified short-term action to 
pave the way for longer-term action 

 

3.1.  A regional space of solidarity and commitment  
As a result of the EU’s enlargement process and its Community Assistance for 
Reconstruction, Development and Stabilization (CARDS) programme, commitment and 
solidarity are already being strengthened in countries on the northern shore of the 
Mediterranean. In terms of sustainable development, it is necessary to improve the integration 
of the principles and goals of the European and Mediterranean sustainable development 
strategies in the process of enlargement.  

The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, initiated in 1995, constitutes a major political framework 
for the implementation of the Mediterranean Strategy. It is expected that the next steps in the 
EU’s Mediterranean neighbourhood policy toward Southern and Eastern Mediterranean 
countries will integrate social and ecological issues more fully into the decision-making 
process so as to build a genuine policy of sustainable co-development.  

A strengthened Euro-Mediterranean Partnership will provide Mediterranean countries with 
greater opportunities to achieve their aspirations. Sustainable development should be a 
guiding principle in the Euro-Mediterranean project and the neighbourhood policy. This 
renewal will have to be combined with strengthened synergies with other regional cooperation 
frameworks, and particularly with the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP). The Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership will gain much from this positive reorientation, which is of vital 
importance for the region’s future. Policy renewal needs to guarantee the progressive 
enlargement of solidarity to southern and eastern Mediterranean countries, taking their 
specificities into account. Solidarities based on South-South cooperation will also have to be 
strengthened. In this respect, the League of Arab States and the Union of Arab Maghreb will 
have a dynamic and catalytic role to play in further promoting sustainable development in their 
member countries.  

Other international institutions active in the region, such as FAO, World Bank, UNDP, GEF the 
World Tourism Organization and other regional United Nations organizations, as well as 
facilities and programmes such as CIHEAM, CEDARE, MWI and METAP, will also have an 
important role to play in the implementation of the Strategy. Subregional approaches, such as 
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the Adriatic and Ionian Initiative, the trilateral agreement between Croatia, Italy and Slovenia 
for the protection of the Adriatic Sea and coastal areas, the RAMOGE agreement and the 
Black Sea Environment Cooperation Programme, should be strengthened and their 
convergence and complimentarity with UNEP/MAP promoted so that they become active 
partners in implementing the MSSD.  

Orientations and actions 

1. Strengthen reciprocal commitments for Mediterranean and Euro-Mediterranean cooperation, 
domestic reform and European support for the upgrading of North-South and South-South 
cooperation. Agree soon after the endorsement of the Strategy on the financial and technical 
arrangements for the implementation of its orientations and actions for assisting countries in their 
integration, as appropriate, in NSSDs. 

2. Promote the integration of sustainable development principles and the goals of the MSSD into the 
EU’s enlargement policy and the CARDS programme, on the one hand, and the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership and the neighbourhood policy, on the other.  

3. Strengthen reciprocal agreements in areas of common interest, and particularly the environment, 
research and development and decentralised cooperation approaches, in the seven priority fields of 
action.  

4. Increase the effectiveness and use of existing instruments, such as the EU/MEDA and FEMIP, and 
that of future EU financing instruments for international cooperation, to facilitate the implementation 
of the Mediterranean Strategy in all the components of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, 
including association agreements. Explore the possibility of expanding the benefits of Interreg, 
Urban, Leader and Marco Polo type programmes to the South and East of the Mediterranean. 
Expand the scope of Arab Funds and the UNFCCC fund for the reduction of carbon dioxide 
emissions to contribute to the implementation of the MSSD. In this process, take fully into account 
assessments of the cost of environmental degradation, the problems identified by trend scenarios, 
the benefits of “win-win” scenarios and the proposals to be made in the Sustainability Impact 
Assessment of the Euro-Mediterranean Free Trade Zone. 

5. Develop innovative mechanisms to deal with the issue of debt, for example by converting it into 
research and development activities, programmes and twinning arrangements that mobilize local 
and professional actors around the Mediterranean and into pro-environmental programmes. 

6. Study the possibility of developing a Mediterranean-wide agreement on investment that includes 
sustainability rules.  

7. Invite the Mediterranean countries to increase initiatives and projects, including pilot projects, of a 
regional, subregional or bilateral nature for each of the seven priority fields of action that contribute 
to the implementation of the Strategy, such as “type-2 partnership initiatives” and the Adriatic Ionian 
Initiative.  

8. Strengthen synergies with UNEP/MAP and other existing regional cooperation frameworks and 
networks and initiate a specific programme for the funding of the follow-up to the MSSD and its 
implementation, in particular through pilot projects.   

3.2.  Strengthen capacities, involve actors and mobilize financial resources  

Strengthening human resources and involving actors: Research, training, 
education, awareness-raising, capacity building and participation 

There are still significant levels of illiteracy in Mediterranean developing countries, particularly 
in rural areas and among women. The imbalance between the skills acquired in schools and 
universities and the employment market has negative effects, resulting in under-employment, 
particularly among young graduates. The ‘brain-drain’ is a crucial issue. Research and 
development expenditures, including in northern Mediterranean countries, are on average 
much lower than those in countries in other regions with similar income levels. 
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Continuing deficits in such areas as the dissemination of knowledge, education and access to 
information, do not favour the participation of people in decision-making processes, despite 
political and institutional progress in these fields. Active networks of NGOs help in 
compensating for deficits in these areas by disseminating knowledge and experience between 
countries, especially in environmental education. Some countries also are making substantial 
efforts in the field of education. However, education in sustainable development is generally 
lacking including at higher levels. The enhancement of human resources and fundamental civil 
rights, the integration of the information society, the reduction of the information gap between 
the North and the South, and the need to adapt to the rapidly developing knowledge economy, 
are among the most urgent requirements for sustainable development. 

The Mediterranean Strategy calls upon all actors who can offer their consensus and active 
support, including: 

• public and private enterprises 

• researchers, educators 

• local authorities and other relevant institutions, all of which have an increasingly important 
role to play in raising awareness and the implementation of sustainable development at all 
appropriate levels 

All approaches based on partnerships and project contracts are preferable to constraint and 
obligations. 

Orientations and actions 

1. Ensure primary education for all, promote gender mainstreaming and integrate women into 
development more effectively in accordance with the Millennium Development Goals. 

2. Reorient the supply of initial and continuous training to provide young people and SMEs with the 
skills necessary for them to adapt to the new context created by globalization and free trade. 

3. Introduce sustainable development into educational curricula, from primary school right up to 
universities and graduate schools and contribute to the implementation at the Mediterranean level 
of the Thessaloniki UNESCO Conference Declaration (1997), the United Nations resolution on the 
Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (2005–2015) and the Strategy for Education for 
Sustainable Development (Vilnius, 2005). 

4. Promote higher education and scientific research in synergy with the private sector and increase 
resources for research and development with the aim of at least reaching in 2015 the average level 
of resources devoted to research and development in countries with equivalent income levels per 
capita, particularly in the context of the relevant EU Framework Programme for Research and 
Development. 

5. Emphasize as priorities in research policies the rational use of natural resources, the development 
of environment-friendly technologies and the role in development of Mediterranean know-how and 
diversity. Promote networking between universities and research and training centres at the 
regional level to improve the overall effectiveness of the contribution of research. 

6. Develop cooperation at the regional level, especially between MAP and the Euro-Mediterranean 
Partnership, support regional networks of NGOs and countries in their efforts to manage and 
disseminate information and promote public participation 

7. Intensify North-South exchanges for the development of information and communication 
technologies and the creation of new opportunities based on services and research and 
development activities in the “knowledge economy”. 
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Financing sustainable development  

The implementation of the Strategy requires significant government spending on infrastructure 
projects to address the challenges of reducing environmental problems, improving access to 
basic services, promoting research and development, establishing sustainable transport 
systems, introducing incentives to change consumption and production patterns, 
strengthening capacities and providing support for sustainable agriculture and rural 
development.  

Developing Mediterranean countries are facing the burden of their foreign debt, the weakness 
of their public financial resources, a fall in income for customs duties and the lack of a suitable 
environment to attract foreign direct investment. The scope for funding sustainable 
development activities is also limited by relatively high levels of expenditure on the protection 
of sovereignty, including defence, and security, and by traditional supply-side policies, which 
often have high costs and environmental impacts.  

The incentive and tax mechanisms do not mobilize and make the various actors sufficiently 
accountable for triggering a sustainable development process. Local taxation is particularly 
low in southern and eastern Mediterranean countries, where the financial sector is, in those 
countries, still over-dependent on a banking system that has a near monopoly of savings. In 
many countries, the collateral required by commercial banks and the high costs of credit 
impede access by SMEs to investment in productive activities. Financial markets and the 
possibilities of alternative financing, such as micro credit, venture capital and subsidies, are 
poorly developed. The share of official development aid relevant to the orientations and 
actions laid out in the Strategy is limited. Financial institutions still do not have the necessary 
capacity to fund the human resources and programmes that are necessary for multiple small-
scale actions. 

Although domestic reforms to rationalize public expenditure and revise taxes and banking 
systems are necessary and are already partly under way, they are still insufficient. The 
developing countries, as a result, cannot support their needs on their own. 

Orientations and actions 

1. Invite the European donor countries members of OECD DAC to effectively implement the 
Millennium Development Goals related to the level of official development aid reaching 0.7% of 
GNP by 2015. 

2. Encourage donors to mainstream sustainable development in their strategies and methods. 
Substantially increase the relative percentage of aid provided for actions that contribute to the 
implementation of this Strategy. Promote financing for decentralized development programmes, 
including those involving MEDA funding. 

3. Rationalize and re-orient domestic government spending and promote the greening of public 
procurement to achieve greater consistency with the objectives of the Strategy. Undertake 
systematic cost-benefit analyses covering the environmental and social dimensions. Institutionalize 
and undertake environmental impact assessments, particularly before implementing any major 
public investment programmes.  

4. Promote the implementation of systems, such as micro-credit, venture capital and incentive 
schemes, to support and fund productive activities and innovation by SMEs.  

5. Evaluate the positive and negative externalities of policies and actions in terms of the environment 
and sustainability. Use economic instruments, such as subsidies/taxes and pricing mechanisms, to 
make the various actors accountable for sustainable development processes.  

6. Develop public financial mechanisms to support the least favoured regions, rural areas, cities and 
neighbourhoods, with a view to strengthening social and territorial cohesion.  

7. Continue and accelerate tax reforms and reforms of financial and banking systems, taking into 
account needs related to sustainable development. 
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3.3  National implementation 

Engaging in the process of sustainable development requires involvement and endorsement 
at the highest levels. Such involvement and endorsement is crucial as sustainable 
development involves defining and adopting fundamental principles in laws and institutions, 
making decisions and setting long-term objectives, committing effectively concerned actors, 
identifying conflicts of interest, sometimes questioning the established “rent” economy, 
ensuring arbitration and consistency and moving policies forward.  

To enable progress to be made in this regard, the Johannesburg Summit proposed the 
development of national sustainable development strategies. Mediterranean countries made 
the decision to develop national strategies in 2001. The Mediterranean Strategy is intended to 
serve as a ‘framework’ and an inspiration for national strategies that are currently being 
formulated and it can help in updating them. Clearly, each country must set its own specific 
objectives, depending on its national specificities and challenges, schedules and resources, 
while giving due consideration to MSSD objectives and other regional and international 
commitments. 

The implementation of the Strategy depends on the action undertaken at the national level. It 
is therefore important for national development policies to integrate fully the requirements of 
sustainable development, and particularly for national strategies to feed down into sectoral 
sustainable development strategies covering such sectors as transport, energy and tourism. 
The promotion of local development policies justifies greater devolution of competence to local 
authorities and actors in the framework of contracts guaranteeing the inclusion of 
sustainability. 

These national strategies will be considerably more effective if they are based on integrated 
prospective analyses of the environment and development. Administrative services 
responsible for planning, the environment and regional development have an important role to 
play in highlighting the major issues and risks and in contributing to the development of shared 
visions of possible and desirable avenues for the achievement of sustainable development. 

Orientations and actions  

1. Develop or update national sustainable development strategies giving due consideration to the 
MSSD vision, orientations and objectives. Promote peer review mechanisms of NSSDs by other 
countries and concerned partner institutions. 

2. At the national level, develop or update sectoral strategies corresponding in particular to the seven 
priority fields of action and define a corresponding set of indicators.  

3. Adopt measures, where necessary, to consolidate civil rights, participatory mechanisms and basic 
principles of the representativity, transparency and accountability of governance. 

4. Undertake internal reforms to promote sustainable development and the successful implementation 
of the national and regional sustainable development strategies. Encourage regional and local 
authorities and communities to promote and contribute to the implementation of NSSDs 

5. Establish an appropriate institutional framework for sustainable development, including national 
commissions, policies and programmes, assessment systems, mechanisms for undertaking 
sustainable development trend and prospective studies.  

6. Establish partnerships and instruments for the commitment of all stakeholders to the processes of 
sustainable development, including local development processes and integrated regional 
management projects, the establishment of pools of experts to help local actors, the adoption of 
incentives, pricing, duties and taxes, certificates, charters and standards, and the promotion of 
awareness-raising campaigns, information and communication. 

7. Promote all necessary interministerial cooperation for the effective implementation of sustainable 
development policies. 
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3.4  The Mediterranean Strategy as a model for the regional follow-up of 
progress and the promotion of sustainable development  

Sustainable development goals will be attained more effectively if they are monitored properly, 
based on close follow-up of progress in the implementation of the MSSD and the exchange of 
experience. Regular assessments should demonstrate the eco-region commitment for being 
exemplary in this field. This also means comparing Mediterranean achievements with global 
goals and contributing to international assessments, reviews and debates. 

The Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development, created in 1995 as part of 
UNEP/MAP, has proved to be an adequate framework for such exchanges and collective 
follow-up. Mobilization will be increased through strengthened commitment from its members 
and regional partners, MAP support centres and programmes, working with improved  
transparency and stronger partnerships.  

Orientations and actions 

1. Maintain the high level of involvement of environmental actors and increase that of non-
environmental actors in MCSD activities and the promotion of the Strategy. Strengthen the 
mobilization of elected representatives, the media and sectoral leaders to spread knowledge and 
ownership of the Strategy’s objectives. Invite countries to develop extensive information 
programmes about the Strategy and links between actors in the assessment of its implementation.  

2. Establish a two-year monitoring cycle to assess progress in the implementation of the Strategy and 
carry out an in-depth assessment every five years, the first of which in 2010 will constitute a special 
assessment for the third World Summit on Sustainable Development.  

To this end: 

• strengthen the Mediterranean network for monitoring the state of the environment, for 
information provision capacities and the promotion of sustainable development, including MAP 
components, the EEA and other regional cooperation frameworks.  

• direct in a coordinated manner network efforts to measure progress regularly through policy-
relevant assessments based on an adequate combination of indicators, analysis of good 
practices and other available targeted information.  

• strengthen the exchange of experience and organize workshops or forums on the seven 
priority fields of action under the aegis of the MCSD. 
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Annex 1: Synergies between objectives and priority fields of action  
  

SEVEN ESSENTIAL ISSUES 
FOUR MAIN 

OBJECTIVES Water 
 

Energy and 
climate 
change 

Transport Tourism Agriculture and  
rural development 

Urban development Sea and coastal zones IMPLEMENTATION 

Economic 
development. 

 
Enhance 

Mediterranean 
assets 

Increase agricultural 
added value of cubic 
meter of water.(2) 
 
 

Enhance the 
potential of Med. 
renewable 
energies: (7% of 
demand by 2015). 
(7) 
Reduce energy 
dependency 

Develop more 
competitive and 
sustainable Euro-
Mediterranean 
transport systems 
Reduce growing 
congestion costs 

Promote Sustainable 
tourism. Enhance 
value of 
Mediterranean assets 
and diversify tourism 
(13) 
Increase added value 
of tourist economy for 
local communities in 
developing countries. 
(14) 

Enhance Mediterranean 
diversity and quality: typical 
products, organic 
agriculture, diet, 
landscapes,... (18)  
Productive and rational 
agriculture. 
Diversify rural economy. 
(15) 

Promote sustainable urban 
economy 
Create added value from 
the cultural, historical and 
landscape heritage. 
 

Develop activities (tourism, 
aquaculture,..) integrating natural 
fragilities. 
Protect and promote the unique 
value of coasts, sea resources, 
landscapes 
 

Reduce social 
disparities 

Halve the population 
(2015/1990) without 
access to safe 
drinking water(4) and 
sanitation (5). 

Halve the 
population without 
access to 
electricity 
(2015/1990) 

Reduce the growth of 
transport costs in 
household budgets 

Develop tourism to 
help promoting social 
cohesion and cultural 
values 

Reduce rural poverty and 
social gaps with urban 
population. Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG) 
Enhance social and 
territorial cohesion 

Reduce social inequalities. 
Integrate informal 
settlements. Reduce the 
share of slum housing. (20) 
 

Preserve the social and cultural 
added value of traditional coastal 
activities (fishing, salt production, 
agriculture,..). 

Change 
unsustainable 
production and 
consumption 

patterns. 
 

Ensure the 
Sustainable 

management of 
natural 

resources. 

Stabilize water 
demand (reduce 
losses and wasteful 
use )-. (1) 
Protect water 
resources (quantity 
and quality). (3) 
Prevent natural risks 
 

Rational use of 
energy (energy 
efficiency). (6) 
Control, reduce or 
stabilize GHG 
emissions. (8) 
Reduce 
vulnerability of 
sensitive areas to 
climate change. 

Stabilize or reduce 
road traffic share. 
(11) Transfer traffic 
from road to rail and 
sea. 
Low polluting 
collective urban 
transport systems. 
(12) 
Decoupling economic 
growth and motorised 
traffic increase. 

Reduce tourist 
pressures in 
environmental hot 
spots. 
Better temporal and 
spatial management of 
tourist flows 

Reduce desertification, and 
loss of arable land by 
erosion, salinisation and 
artificialisation. (16) 
 
Protect biodiversity and 
landscape.  
prepare agriculture for 
climate change. 
 

Promote Mediterranean 
model of mixed and 
compact towns. 
Reduce air pollution. (22) 
Increase share of clean 
fuels. 
Reduce growth of municipal 
waste generation, (21) 
increase recycling and 
share of sanitary landfills 

Avoid linear coastal urbanization. 
(23) 
Reduce land-based pollution. (25) 
Prevent pollution from ships. 
Eliminate operational pollution. (24) 
Stop/reduce marine and coastal 
biodiversity losses. 
Reduce vulnerability to risks. 
 

SOLIDARITY, COMMITMENT 
AND FINANCING  
 
Strengthen reciprocal commitment and 
financial support for MSSD goals/Med 
developing countries. 
• Official Development Aid: (27) 
• UE net public financial flows (28) 
Type 2 initiatives 
Synergies EMP/ MAP 
 
Systems to fund productive 

and innovative activities by 
SMEs (29) 

Strengthen capacities of local 
authorities (30) 

Reinforce territorial cohesion 
Financial tools (31)  

 
HUMAN CAPITAL AND 
PARTICIPATION 
 
• Ensure primary education for all (32) 
• Gender equality. Eliminate gender 

disparities in education (33) 
• Education in sustainable 

development 
• Increase public/private spending on 

research and development (34) 
• Access to information. Participatory 

approach. 
 
NATIONAL STRATEGIES 
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Improve 
governance 

Water demand 
policies: global and 
sectoral targets 
(agriculture, urban 
water, industries). 
Integrated water 
resource 
management. 
Promote local 
participation and 
partnerships 

RUE/RE policies. 
Economic tools. 
Awareness 
campaigns.  
Cooperation/Imple
mentation Kyoto 
Protocol flexibility 
mechanisms. (8) 

Economic tools. 
Investment. 
Euro-Med 
sustainable transport 
network. 
 
 

Regional cooperation, 
ecotourism framework 
programme, labelling.  
Local governance. 
Economic tools. 
Tourism pay-back 
formulae. 
Carrying capacities 

Euro-Mediterranean 
approach. 
Sustainable agricultural and 
rural development policies, 
programmes, regional 
parks, biosphere 
reserves.(17) 
Strengthen local 
communities governance, 
promote women. 

Articulate spatial and 
transport planning. 
Strengthen capacities of 
local authorities.  
Promote Local Agenda 21, 
urban renewal programmes 
(19) 
public-private partnerships. 
Decentralized cooperation 
networks. 

Enforce and improve regional and 
sub regional cooperation: 
(Convention, Strategies, SAP). 
Set up Protocol, laws and local 
governance for coastal 
management. 
Plans for islands. Risk plans. 
Protected areas network (objective 
10% . (26) 
Increase international and European 
support. 

 
National and sectoral 
sustainable development 
strategies.  
Institutional frameworks for 
sustainable development. 

(1) Indicators (see Annex 2) 
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Annex 2: Indicators for MSSD follow-up 

I- Global follow-up of progress towards sustainable development in the 
Mediterranean 
The global follow-up of progress towards sustainable development in the Mediterranean will show the main changes in terms of: socio-
economic disparities between the two shores, economic weight of the Mediterranean region in the world, poverty and unemployment, 
contribution of the region to global pollution (climate change), environment degradation costs and the capacity of development to consider 
the needs of future generations. To that end, the major macro indicators available will be used, taking into account the usual interpretation 
caveats. 

II- The 34 priority indicators for MSSD follow-up 
Improving integrated water resource and demand 
management    

N. 1 Water efficiency index (total and per sector with reference to
objectives) 

Stabilize water demand (decrease in the North and controlled 
increases in the South and East). Reduce losses and misuses 
by setting up efficiency objectives for each sector of use.  
Decouple water demand and GDP growth and significantly 
increase the economic agriculture added value per cubic metre 
of water used.  

N. 2 
Water intensity index ratio compared to GDP and research 
of evaluation of Water intensity irrigated agriculture 
production added value compared with water demand for 
irrigation 

Preserve water resources. N. 3 Exploitation index of renewable water resources 

N. 4 Proportion of the population with access to safe drinking-
water (total, urban, rural) with reference to MDGs Achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for access 

to safe drinking-water and sanitation. 
N. 5 Proportion of the population with access to sanitation 

(total, urban, rural) with reference to MDGs  
Managing energy demand and mitigating the effects 
of climate change   

Use energy rationally by setting up global objectives and for 
each sector.  N. 6 Energy intensity, total and per sector, with reference to 

efficiency objectives  
Develop renewable energies to meet 7% (excluding biomass) 
of the energy demand by 2015.  N. 7 Proportion of renewable energies in the energy balance 

sheet 
Control, stabilize or reduce emission of gas N.8 Green house gas emission 

Use the Kyoto Protocol flexibility mechanisms for the 
sustainable development of the developing Mediterranean 
countries. 

N. 9 
Number of carbon emission reductions and amount 
financed in the framework of the Kyoto Protocol flexibility 
mechanisms  by the annex 1 countries to the benefit of 
other Mediterranean countries 

Ensuring sustainable mobility through appropriate 
transport management   

Decouple the motorized transport increase from GDP growth. N. 10 Motorized transport intensity in relation to the GDP 
Stabilize or reduce whenever possible the proportion of road 
transport in the overall volume of traffic by a shift to sea and 
rail. 

N. 11 The proportion of road transport in terms of freight 
transport 

Reduce urban vehicle congestion and pollution noise by 
promoting low-pollutant public transport. N. 12 Proportion of public surface transport (urban and 

interurban) 
Promote sustainable tourism  
Diversify tourism by developing offers that enhance 
Mediterranean diversity (eco-tourism, cultural, urban and rural 
tourism).  

N. 13 Proportion of non-seaside beds in total number of holiday 
beds 

Increase added value of tourism for local communities and 
actors in developing countries.  N. 14 International tourism receipts with assessment of effective 

benefits for destination countries and local populations  
Promoting sustainable agricultural and rural 
development   

Diversify the rural economy by developing non-agricultural 
activities. N. 15 

Agricultural population to rural population ratio, with 
identification of socio economic indicators (employment, 
businesses) 
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Equip rural areas and reduce gaps with urban areas.   Synthesis from various MDG indicators  
Combat desertification and the loss of productive land by 2015, 
reduce by at least one-third the present rates of quality 
agricultural land losses due to erosion, salinization, 
desertification, urban and other development and 
abandonment. 

N. 16 Loss of arable land by desertification, erosion, 
salinization, artificialization and agriculture abandonment  

Promote sustainable agricultural rural development 
programmes, especially in marginal rural areas. N. 17 

Sustainable rural development programmes for 
underprivileged rural areas, reconciling human 
development and environmental protection, including 
biosphere reserves and natural parks (proportion of 
relevant department budget)  

Increase the agriculture added value, recognition and 
marketing of quality Mediterranean products. N. 18 

Proportion of agriculture quality products (identification, 
labelling and geographical origin, homeland products, 
labels, organic farming) 

Promoting sustainable urban development  
Promote a sustainable urban economy. Anticipate and plan for 
expected urban growth.  N. 19 Number of cities with over 10000 inhabitants engaged in a 

process  Agenda 21 type or in  urban renewal programmes

Reduce social disparities. N. 20 Proportion of urban population with access to a decent 
dwelling 

N. 21 Household waste generation per capita and the number of 
uncontrolled dumping sites Improve the urban environment: 

Reduce waste generation. Decouple the increase in waste 
generation and GDP growth. 
Reduce air pollutants. N. 22 

Air quality in major Mediterranean urban areas, assessed 
via a composite index (indicator) to be defined (e.g. ATMO 
index) 

Promoting sustainable management of the sea and 
the costal areas and take urgent action to put an end 
to the degradation of coastal zones 

   

Promote balanced development and integrated management of 
the coastline. Push back urbanization to prevent artificialization 
of coasts. Avoid linear and continuous urbanization. 

N. 23 Artificialized coastline / Total coastline ( 0–1-km and 1–10-
km strip) 

Eliminate operational pollution from ships by 2025. N. 24 Operational pollution from ships 

Reduce pollution from land-based sources. N. 25 Proportion of coastal urban inhabitants with no access to 
sanitation  

Halt or reduce substantially  marine and coastal biodiversity 
loss by 2010. Bring at least 10% of the marine and coastal 
surface under some form of protection.  

N. 26 Surface of protected coastal and marine areas 

Strengthen solidarity, commitment and financing for 
a sustainable development at regional, national and 
local levels 

   

Before 2015, raise the level of official development aid (ODA) 
from the European OECD countries to 0.7% of their GNP 
(MDG), and reinforce this support contribution to 
implementation of the Strategy. 

N. 27 
ODA allocated as % of OECD DAC countries donors’ GNP; 
proportion of the ODA allocated to Mediterranean 
countries and proportion contributing to the strategy 
objectives 

Strengthen reciprocal commitments, solidarity and 
Mediterranean and Euro-Mediterranean cooperation for 
sustainable development. 

N. 28 
EU net public financial flows to EU Mediterranean 
members, candidates, CARDS and MEDA countries (in 
absolute value and per capita) and proportion contributing 
to the objectives of the strategy 

Promote implementation of systems to enable funding of SMEs 
for productive and innovative activities (micro-credit, venture 
capital, incentives, etc).  

N. 29 Proportion of bank credit allocated to the private sector – 
Existence of alternative financing systems to bank credit  

Strengthen local authorities’ prerogatives and capacities. N. 30 
Proportion of local government tax revenue as % of total 
tax revenues (government receipts). Proportion of 
government budget allocated to local authorities.  

Reinforce territorial and social cohesion. Develop public 
financial mechanisms to support the least favoured regions. N. 31  Public financial mechanisms to support the least favoured 

regions 
Strengthen human capital and actors’ involvement: 
research, training, education, awareness-raising and 
participation  
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Ensure primary education for all (MDG). N. 32 Literacy rate of young people between 15 and 25 years old 
Eliminate the disparities between girls and boys in education 
(MDG). N. 33 The girl/boy ratio enrolment in primary education and high 

school  
In synergy with the private sector, increase expenses on 
research and development between now and 2015 so as to get 
closer to at least the average level in countries with equivalent 
incomes, stressing the rational use of natural resources, 
developing environment-friendly technologies and enhancing 
the Mediterranean economic and social know-how and 
diversity. 

N. 34 Public and private expenses for research and development 
in % of GDP  

III- Additional* indicators for MSSD follow-up 

Reduce exposure to floods and drought hazards.    Regulation indexes (average flow of regulated resources 
compared to total flow) 

Protect water resources.   Unsustainable water exploitation index 

Reduce water pollution    Purification rate of collected wastewater  
By 2015, halve the proportion of the population (compared with 
1990) with no access to electricity by favouring the use of 
renewable energies. 

  
Electrification rate (urban/rural) in measuring the 
proportion of renewable energies in the new services to 
isolated rural areas 

Have Euro-Mediterranean transport links available so as to 
ensure greater competitiveness that integrates sustainability.   Indicator to be defined 

Reduce tourism’s negative environmental impacts, especially 
coastal areas’ tourism.    Tourism density along the coast 

Reduce rural poverty.    Proportion of rural population under national poverty level 

Revive the Mediterranean model of mixed and compact cities 
that generate low environmental pressures and offer a good 
quality of life.  

  Artificialized land use per capita  

Significantly reduce continental biodiversity loss.    Biodiversity indicator to be defined 

Halt or significantly reduce marine and coastal biodiversity loss 
by 2010 and preserve halieutic resources.    Share of the surface area of posidonia in the infra-coastal 

zone  

Transform at least half of unregulated waste dumps into 
sanitary landfills. 
 

 Share of regulated sanitary landfills 

Decrease pollution from land-based sources by the reduction 
by 20% of hazardous waste production by 2010.   Hazardous waste production  

Improve coastal water quality.    Composite indicator to be defined 

Invite the developed Mediterranean countries to increase 
initiatives and projects of regional, sub-regional or bilateral 
interest that contribute to implementing the Strategy (“type-2 
initiatives”). 

  Type 2 initiatives  

Reinforce EU foreign direct investment (FDI) in the 
Mediterranean.   Proportion of the EU FDI going to Mediterranean countries 

in the total extra-EU FDI 

   
Balance of the net financial flows to Mediterranean 
developing countries (including workers’ remittances, 
ODA, FDI)  

Improve access to information and promote a participatory 
approach.  Countries that have ratified the Aarhus Convention 

Maintain cultural diversity.   Indicator to be defined 

Implement national strategies for sustainable development.   National or sectoral strategies adopted or reviewed 

*10-15 Additional indicators will be proposed for a more 
accurate follow-up of progress achieved in the priority fields.    
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Annex 3: Acronyms and abbreviations 
 

 
ACCOBAMS Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and 

Contiguous Atlantic Area 
BOD Biochemical dissolved-oxygen demands 
CARDS Community Assistance for Reconstructions Development and Stabilisation (EU Assistance 

Programme for the western Balkans) 
CEDARE Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe 
CIHEAM International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies 
CMS Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 
CO Carbon Monoxide 
CWR Combustible Renewables and Waste 
EEA European Environment Agency 
EMP Euro-Mediterranean Partnership 
ENP European neighbourhood Policy 
EU European Union 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations 
FDI Foreign Direct Investment 
FEMIP Facility for Euro-Mediterranean Investment and Partnership 
GDP Gross Domestic Product 
GEF Global Environment Fund 
GFCM General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean 
GHG Greenhouse gas 
GMO Genetically Modified Organism 
GNP Gross National Products 
MWI  Mediterranean Water Institute  
IMO International Maritime Organization 
Interreg A Community initiative which aims to stimulate interregional cooperation 
IUCN World Conservation Union 
LBS Land-Based Sources 
Leader Community initiative for rural development 
LPG Liquefied petroleum gas 
MAP Mediterranean Action Plan 
MCSD Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development 
MDG Millennium Development Goals 
MEDA Principal financial instrument of the European Union for the implementation of the Euro-

Mediterranean Partnership 
MEDREP Mediterranean Renewable Energy Programme 
MedWET Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative 
METAP Mediterranean Environment Technical Assistance Programme 
MSSD Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development 
NGO Non-Governmental Organization 
NGV Natural Gas for Vehicles 
NOX Nitrogen Oxide 
NSSD National Strategy for Sustainable Development 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD-DAC Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development-Development Assistance Committee 
PSSA Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas 
RAC Regional Activity Centre 
RAMOGE Agreement adopted by the Governments of France, Monaco and Italy to ensure that the coastal 

areas of the Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur Region, the Principality of Monaco and the Ligurian 
Region should constitute a pilot zone for preventing and combating pollution of the marine 
environment 

REs Renewable energies 
REMEP Rome Mediterranean Energy Platform 
RUE Rational Use of Energy 
SAP Strategic Action programme 
SAP-BIO Strategic Action Programme for Conserving Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity in the 

Mediterranean 
SEMC South and East Mediterranean Countries 
SMAP Short and Medium-term Priority Environmental Action Programme 
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SME Small and Medium enterprise 
SMI Small and Medium industry 
SPAMI Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance 
UN United Nations 
UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
URBAN A Community initiative concerning economic and social regeneration of cities and of 

neighbourhoods in crisis in order to promote sustainable urban development 
VOC Volatile Organic Compound 
WSSD World Summit on Sustainable Development 
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Background documents related to the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development: Vision, 
Orientations, Strategic Thematic Notes, together with other relevant documents are available on our 
website: www.unepmap.org under MCSD and “what’s new” and for the Report on Environment and 
Development please visit the web site of Bleu Plan/RAC: www. planbleu.org 
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Annex II 
 

Athens Charter 
on the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD) 

 
 
The members of the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD) 
and their partners, meeting in Athens, Greece, from 20 to 22 June 2005,  
 

• Reaffirming the need to achieve sustainable development at the global, regional, 
national and local levels, as well as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
and to give due consideration to the Mediterranean Declaration for the World 
Summit for Sustainable Development and the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation, 

 
• Recalling the commitments made by Mediterranean countries, the European 

Community and their partners to promote sustainable development, in particular 
by adopting the various MCSD recommendations and proposals for action, 

 
• Recalling again the Athens Declaration of the Euro-Mediterranean Ministers for 

Environment in which it was recognized that the Barcelona Convention/ 
Mediterranean Action Plan is the appropriate context for developing a Regional 
Strategy for Sustainable Development, 

 
• Noting with satisfaction the recognition in the conclusions of the VIIth Euro-

Mediterranean Conference of Ministers of Foreign Affairs that the MSSD will 
become an important vehicle for mainstreaming sustainable development 
throughout the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, 

 
• Convinced that the elaboration and implementation of strategies for sustainable 

development at the regional and national levels are necessary to promote equity 
and shared prosperity, 

 
• Recognizing the importance of the integrated approach and the participatory 

approach throughout the preparatory and implementation process of sustainable 
development strategies, together with access to information and proactive 
communication, 

 
• Emphasizing that Mediterranean specificities require further attention to be given 

to the economic, social and environment pillars, as well as to the cultural and 
governance dimensions of sustainable development in a context of regional 
solidarity, 

 
• Aware that the promotion of sustainable development and the protection of the 

environment require more effective cooperation between the public and private 
sector and with and between multilateral institutions and major groups, together 
with the participation of NGOs and local authorities, 
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• Underlining the strategic importance of the four main objectives that structure the 
MSSD, 

 
• Concerned by the unequal development and technological gap between 

Mediterranean countries, as well as the financial constraints and the need to 
stimulate entrepreneurial dynamism, 

 
• Underlining the need for sustainable development strategies to contribute to 

economic development by enhancing Mediterranean assets, reduce social 
disparities by achieving the MDGs, change unsustainable production and 
consumption patterns, ensure the sustainable management of natural resources, 
and improve governance at the local, national and regional levels,  

 
 
Agree that, 
 

• Serious policy and institutional reforms, together with the effective promotion of a 
culture of change, will be required if sustainable development strategies are to be 
implemented, 

 
• Implementation of policy options and practical actions related to the priority fields 

of action should be internally owned and integrated into National Strategies for 
Sustainable Development (NSSDs) or national development plans, 

 
• Contracting Parties have the primary role and responsibility to make available 

and accessible relevant information and to promote enabling environments with 
improved governance, active involvement of all the stakeholders and to develop 
adequate regulatory frameworks and measures, 

 
• Appropriate initiatives by Contracting Parties to contribute to the objectives and 

orientations of the MSSD and to implement related actions should be supported 
by the international community, in particular regional institutions, through 
rationalized regional cooperation, equitable multilateral trading system and 
meaningful trade liberalization, 

 
• Efforts by Governments and regional actors to implement the MSSD at the 

regional and national levels should be supported by an appropriate mobilization 
and provision of financial resources, using debt relief opportunities and innovative 
reconversion towards sustainable development actions, public-public and public-
private partnerships, technological cooperation and capacity development, 
knowledge development with adequate research and development programmes, 
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Invite the Contracting Parties, their partners, the concerned actors and funding 
agencies, as appropriate,  
 

• To adopt the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD), 
 
• To prepare or update respective NSSDs, giving due consideration to the MSSD 

objectives, orientations and proposed actions in those strategies and in 
development plans and related actions,  

 
• To integrate sustainable development principles, in particular through adequate 

revision of legal frameworks, and to provide relevant human, technical and 
financial means for the implementation of the MSSD and NSSDs, 

 
• To support the implementation of Regional and National Strategies, 

 
• To demonstrate clearly their commitments to implement the MSSD through 

specific projects at the regional, subregional, national and local levels, as well as 
through relevant partnership initiatives, 

 
• To promote an interactive consultation mechanism and awareness-raising 

campaigns to ensure larger ownership and stronger political support, 
 

• To ensure the role of civil society in the implementation of the MSSD and 
NSSDs,  

 
• To evaluate progress in the implementation of the MSSD at the regional and 

national levels, using the set of indicators, in not more than 6 years and to take 
all necessary measures and actions to update their Strategies and improve their 
implementation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10th MCSD meeting, Athens, 22 June 2005 
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Annex III 
 

MCSD programme of work 
 
 

During the last 10 years, the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development (MCSD) 
covered the following priority issues built on activities corresponding to some of the priority needs 
of the Mediterranean region: 
 
� Sustainable management of coastal zones 
� Management of water demand 
� Sustainable development indicators 
� Sustainable tourism 
� Information, public awareness, environmental education and public participation  
� Free trade and the environment in the Euro-Mediterranean Context  
� Industry and sustainable development  
� Management of urban development 

 
For each one of these priorities issues, Working Groups were established with mostly the support 
of MAP Components, respective sets of recommendations and proposals for action were prepared 
and submitted to the Contracting Parties meetings that generally adopted them with minor 
amendments in some cases. 

 
Then, considering the importance of the issue, it was agreed to work on "Financing and 
cooperation for sustainable development” for which a Working Group was established, resulting in 
an in-depth analysis with a series of proposals. 

 
Moreover, while following the implementation of some of the recommendations by concerned MAP 
components, such as "water”, “coastal management”, "industry” and “indicators”, the MCSD 
members agreed that, until a new programme of work is defined, the following issues could be 
considered without necessarily establishing at this stage specific Working Groups; These concern: 
 
� Local management and governance 
� Agriculture and rural development 
� Waste management 
� Management and prevention of natural risks 

 
Actually, some progress was made with regard to the first two issues, respectively by PAP/RAC 
and BP/RAC. These would need to be considered in the framework of the new MCSD programme 
of work. 
 
Following the proposals of the MCSD and in conformity with the decision of the Contracting 
Parties, a Mediterranean Strategy on Sustainable Development (MSSD) has been prepared. The 
strategy outlines the main needs and challenges in the region and identifies four major objectives 
and sets of actions to be carried out in seven priority fields of action as follows: 

 
� Better management of water resources and demand 
� Better management of energy demand and the mitigation of the effects of climate change 
� Sustainable mobility through appropriate transport management 
� Sustainable tourism as a leading economic sector 
� High quality agriculture and sustainable rural development 
� Sustainable urban development 
� Sustainable management of the sea, coastal areas and marine resources. 

 
The multi-year programme of work for the MCSD gives due consideration to the 
objectives/orientations and actions for the seven interdependent priority areas of action of the 
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MSSD, the Millennium Development Goals, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and the 
UNCSD Programme of work, and their adaptation to the Mediterranean context. 

 
 
The UNCSD´s multi-year programme of work is as follows: 
 

Cycle  Thematic cluster  
2004/2005  Water; Sanitation; Human Settlements  
2006/2007  Energy; Industrial Development; Climate change  
2008/2009  Agriculture; Rural Development; Desertification 
2010/2011  Transport; Waste Management; Consumption and Production  
2012/2013  Biodiversity; Biotechnology; Tourism; Mountains  
2014/2015  Marine Resources 
2016/2017  Overall appraisal of implementation 

 
The new thematic programme of work for the MCSD will cover the next 6 years, organized on the 
basis of two-year cycles, with each cycle focusing on selected thematic clusters of issues from the 
Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development, as set out in the table below.  
 
In each cycle, the thematic clusters of issues will be addressed in an integrated manner, taking into 
account multiple challenges, including those related to environment and culture, but also 
demographic, economic and social concerns and finally globalization, regional cooperation and 
governance.  
 
As for the UNCSD programme of work, the MCSD will function on the basis of two-year 
“Implementation Cycles", including Review and Policy Years. The “Review” year of the cycle will 
evaluate progress made in implementing sustainable development goals and identifying 
constraints, obstacles and barriers. The second year, the “Policy” one, will define policy measures 
to speed up implementation and mobilize necessary means for action to overcome these 
constraints, obstacles and barriers. 
 
However, for issues for which MAP and its partners have already cumulated enough analytical 
knowledge, such as for water, marine pollution and coastal management, the first year of the cycle 
could be devoted immediately to Policy issues and the second year would concentrate on pilot 
actions. 
 
The purpose is to consider each issue in the overall framework of the MSSD and in an integrated 
manner, fully addressing cross-cutting issues as well.  These cross-cutting issues, as presented in 
the last column of the tables, concern mainly governance, implementation mechanisms and 
means, as well as information, communications, education and participatory processes. 
 
It is proposed to have about 4 thematic issues per biennium (up to 6 in 2006/2007 so as to allow 
for the preparation of the overall review in 2010/11) that could be dealt with in the following 
manner.  Concerned MAP Components would be leading centres, with interested members of the 
MCSD partner groups (national governments, local authorities, NGOs and socio-economic actors) 
and other regional programmes/centres.  Ad hoc working groups could be set up, where 
necessary, with clear mandates and limited time frames, upon consultation with the MCSD 
Steering Committee.  ERS/RAC will be fully involved in the cross-cutting issues related to 
information and communication, in line with the new tasks to be approved by the Fourteenth 
Meeting of the Contracting Parties. 
 
Finally, it is important to note that the work of the MCSD does not only consist in its thematic 
programme. Actually, besides coordinating and providing support to the activities of the thematic 
working groups and respective Support Centers, the Secretariat has induced the countries and 
NGOs to prepare brochures in various languages on sustainable development policies and 
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institutions, through a participatory approach, providing to that end guidance, technical and 
financial support. 
 
A strategic Review for sustainable development in the Mediterranean Region was undertaken in 
1999-2000, ending up with the Mediterranean Declaration for the WSSD. Soon after the World 
Summit, the Secretariat has launched the preparatory process for the Mediterranean Strategy for 
Sustainable Development; this process has included several working sessions and workshops that 
resulted in the preparation of the “Vision”, the “Framework Orientations”, the Strategic Thematic 
Notes for sustainable development in the Mediterranean Region and finally the report of the 
Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development. Throughout this process, the Secretariat has 
been encouraging and, as appropriate, providing support for multi-stakeholders national 
consultations as well as for the NGOs. Moreover, a regional Review of National Strategies was 
undertaken and technical and financial assistance were extended to several countries for the 
preparation of National Strategies for Sustainable Development. 
 
Therefore, the Secretariat will keep on undertaking a series of specific tasks besides those of the 
Secretariat and the coordination of the thematic programme of work. These would encompass: 
 
9 Organizing and servicing the meetings of the MCSD and its Steering Committee, as well as 

major regional workshops; 
9 Communicating about MCSD activities and outputs, at global, regional and national levels; 
9 Informing about Partnership initiatives relevant to MSSD and the Mediterranean; 
9 Undertaking regional reviews and assessments on sustainable development progress and 

achievements; 
9 Following the implementation of MCSD recommendations and proposals for action; 
9 Inducing and providing technical and financial support to countries and major groups for, as 

appropriate, awareness raising, consultations between stakeholders, publications and 
preparation of NSSDs; 

9 Mobilization of additional funds for MCSD activities. 
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MCSD PROGRAMME OF WORK – GENERAL/COORDINATION 
 

Cycle Secretariat Activities Objectives/Orientations Proposed Actions MAP Compon-
ents & potential 
support centres 

Cross-Cutting Issues 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2005/ 2006 

 
• Coordination 
• Information and 

Communication 
• Regional reviews and 

assessments 
• Support to Countries 

and partners 
• Follow-up of MCSD 

recommendations 

 
• Organize and service MCSD meetings and 

workshops 
• Regional reviews and assessments of 

NSSDs 
• Induce and provide support to countries and 

partners 
• Follow support to and implementation of 

MSSD 
• Improve visibility 
 

 
• Organize and service 11th MCSD meeting and 

meeting of Steering Committee 
• Finalize and publish Regional Review 
• Provide technical and financial assistance for 

preparation of NSSDs to at least 2 countries 
• Organize regional workshop on NSSDs 
• Follow and induce consultation process for MSSD 

support and commitments by Parties and Partners 
• Undertake cost/benefit analysis of selected policies 
• Publish MSSD report and off-prints 

 
• Secretariat 

(MEDU) 
• Concerned 

MAP 
Components 

• Metap 
• Other Partners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006/ 2007 

 
• Coordination 
• Information and 

Communication 
• Support to Countries 

and partners 
• Follow-up of MCSD 

recommendations 

 
• Organize and service MCSD meetings and 

workshops 
• Induce and provide support to countries and 

partners 
• Follow support to and implementation of 

MSSD 
• Improve visibility 

 
• Organize and service 12th MCSD meeting and 

meeting of Steering Committee 
• Provide technical and financial assistance for 

preparation of NSSDs to at least 2 countries 
• Follow implementation of MSSD at regional and 

national levels 
• Undertake cost/benefit analysis of selected policies 
• Organize information and awareness-raising 

campaigns on MCSD activities in general and 
implementation/follow-up of MSSD in particular 

 
• Secretariat 

(MEDU) 
• Concerned 

MAP 
Components 

• Metap 
• Other Partners 

• Approach and 
Partnership: 

- Integrated Approach 
- Participatory 
Approach 

- Governance 
- Civil society, NGOs & 
Private Sector 

 
• Means: 
- Education 
- Public Vs Private 
Resources 

- International 
Cooperation 

- Tax Related 
Resources 

- Debt Reconversion 
- Innovative Financial 
Means 

- Technological 
Transfer & Acquisition 

- Research & 
Development 

- Training & Capacity 
Building 

 
• Implementation 

and Follow-up: 
- Indicators 
- Information, 
Communication and 
Awareness raising 

- Pilot Actions 
- Partnership projects 
and Actions 
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MCSD PROGRAMME OF WORK- THEMATIC ISSUES 
 

Cycle Thematic Cluster Objectives/Orientations Proposed Actions MAP Compon-
ents & potential 
support centres 

Cross-Cutting Issues 

 
• Water 

Resources 

 
• Stabilize water demand management 
• Integrated water resources management 
• Access to water and sanitation 
• Promote water management governance 

 
• Review implementation of previous MCSD 

recommendations 
• Implement water saving techniques in irrigation and 

involving industry & tourism 
• Establish appropriate fiscal/pricing systems  
• Reduce unnecessary losses 

 
• BP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• MEDPOL 
• IME 
• CP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 
• Energy & 

Climate 
Change 

 
• Promote energy-saving policies and 

renewable energies 
• Access to electricity 
• Support Kyoto Protocol implementation  
• Adapt to climate change 

 
• Establish overall and sectoral objectives for the 

promotion of rational energy use and the development 
of renewable energies in NSSD 

• Mainstream the concept of adaptation to climate 
change in national policies 

• Develop plans to anticipate risks and adapt the 
Mediterranean areas to climate change 

 
• BP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• MEDREP 
• OME 
• CP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 
• Marine 

Pollution from 
ships 

 
• Prevent and combat marine pollution from 

ships 
• Eliminate operational pollution from ships 

 
• Implement the relevant specific objectives of the 

Regional Strategy for Prevention of and Response to 
Marine Pollution from ships, according to the related 
agreed timetable. 

• Increase of EU aid and support for its implementation 

 
• REMPEC 
• MEDU 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2005/ 2006 
 

 
• Integrated 

Coastal Area 
Management 

 
• Promote the balanced and integrated 

management & development of coastal zones 
• Guarantee unhindered access to the coast for 

everyone 
• Preserve, enhance or restore the coastal 

heritage 
• Avoid linear and continuous urbanization 
• Reduce the vulnerability of sensitive areas to 

natural risks 

 
• Review implementation of previous MCSD 

recommendations  
• Strengthen systems and capacities for their 

implementation 
• Promote laws, mechanisms and tools for ICZM in 

countries which do not yet have them 
• Assess the vulnerability of coastal zones to natural 

and technological risks, prohibit construction in high-
risk areas and integrate risk prevention into urban 
development plans 

 
• PAP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• MEDU 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 

• Approach and 
Partnership: 

- Integrated Approach 
- Participatory Approach 
- Governance 
- Civil society, NGOs & 
Private Sector 

 
• Means: 
- Education 
- Public Vs Private 
Resources 

- International Cooperation 
- Tax Related Resources 
- Debt Reconversion 
- Innovative Financial 
Means 

- Technological Transfer & 
Acquisition 

- Research & Development 
- Training & Capacity 
Building 

 
• Implementation and 

Follow-up: 
- Indicators 
- Information, 
Communication and 
Awareness raising 

- Pilot Actions 
- Partnership projects and 
Actions 
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MCSD PROGRAMME OF WORK- THEMATIC ISSUES 
 

Cycle Thematic Cluster Objectives/Orientations Proposed Actions MAP Compon-
ents & potential 
support centres 

Cross-Cutting Issues 

 
• Water 

Resources 

 
• Stabilize water demand management 
• Integrated water resources management 
• Access to water and sanitation 
• Promote water management governance 

 
• Review implementation of previous MCSD 

recommendations 
• Implement water saving techniques in irrigation and 

involving industry & tourism 
• Establish appropriate fiscal/pricing systems  
• Reduce unnecessary losses 

 
• BP/RAC 
• IME 
• MEDPOL 
• MEDU 
• CP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
Other Partners to 
be identified? 

 
• Energy & 

Climate 
Change 

 
• Promote energy-saving policies and 

renewable energies 
• Access to electricity 
• Support Kyoto Protocol implementation  
• Adapt to climate change 

 
• Establish overall and sectoral objectives for the 

promotion of rational energy use and the development 
of renewable energies in NSSD 

• Mainstream the concept of adaptation to climate 
change in national policies 

• Develop plans to anticipate risks and adapt the 
Mediterranean areas to climate change 

 
• BP/RAC 
• MEDREP 
• MEDU 
• OME 
• CP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 
• Marine 

Pollution from 
ships 

 
• Prevent and combat marine pollution from 

ships 
• Eliminate operational pollution from ships 

 
• Implement the relevant specific objectives of the 

Regional Strategy for Prevention of and Response to 
Marine Pollution from ships, according to the related 
agreed timetable. 

• Request an increase of EU aid and support for its 
implementation 

 
• REMPEC 
• MEDU 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006/ 2007 
 

 
• Integrated 

Coastal Area 
Management 

• Promote the balanced and integrated 
management & development of coastal zones 

• Guarantee unhindered access to the coast for 
everyone 

• Preserve, enhance or restore the coastal 
heritage 

• Avoid linear and continuous urbanization 
• Reduce the vulnerability of sensitive areas to 

natural risks 

• Review implementation of previous MCSD 
recommendations  

• Strengthen systems and capacities for their 
implementation 

• Promote laws, mechanisms and tools for ICZM in 
countries which do not yet have them 

• Assess the vulnerability of coastal zones to natural 
and technological risks, prohibit construction in high-
risk areas and integrate risk prevention into urban 
development plans 

 
• PAP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• MEDU 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 

• Approach and 
Partnership: 

- Integrated Approach 
- Participatory Approach 
- Governance 
- Civil society, NGOs & 
Private Sector 

• Means: 
- Education 
- Public Vs Private 
Resources 

- International Cooperation 
- Tax Related Resources 
- Debt Reconversion 
- Innovative Financial 
Means 

- Technological Transfer & 
Acquisition 

- Research & Development 
- Training & Capacity 
Building 

• Implementation and 
Follow-up: 

- Indicators 
- Information, 
Communication and 
Awareness raising 

- Pilot Actions 
- Partnership projects and 
Actions 
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• Quality 
Agriculture & 
Sustainable 
Rural 
Development 

• Controlled liberalization and the promotion of 
high quality Mediterranean products 

• Promote productive and rational agriculture 
• Improve rural development and local 

governance 
• Promote sustainable management of rural 

areas & the Mediterranean natural 
environment 

 

• Develop a regional policy to enhance recognition of 
the quality of traditional Mediterranean agricultural 
products 

• Implement agricultural policies in developing countries 
aimed at rationalizing agricultural structures 

• Strengthen the negotiation and governance capacities 
of local communities and local actors 

• Reduce the impacts of desertification 
 

• BP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• ERS/RAC 
• CIHEAM 
• FAO 
• Other 

Partners to 
be identified 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006/ 2007 
 • Sustainable 

Tourism 
• Reduce the adverse territorial and 

environmental effects of tourism 
• Promote the supply of sustainable tourist 

facilities and increase the added value of 
tourism for local communities 

• Improve governance for sustainable tourism 

• Review implementation of previous MCSD 
recommendations  

• Promote a more balanced distribution of tourists 
between destinations and throughout the year 

• Develop “tourism pay-back” formula 
• Explore the possibility of implementing taxation 

systems based on transport (sea and air) 

• BP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• PAP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other 

Partners to 
be identified 
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MCSD PROGRAMME OF WORK- THEMATIC ISSUES 

 
Cycle Thematic Cluster Objectives/Orientations Proposed Actions MAP Compon-

ents & potential 
support centres 

Cross-Cutting 
Issues 

 
• Quality 

Agriculture & 
Sustainable 
Rural 
Development 

 
• Controlled liberalization and the promotion of high 

quality Mediterranean products 
• Promote productive and rational agriculture 
• Improve rural development and local governance 
• Promote sustainable management of rural areas & 

the Mediterranean natural environment 
 

 
• Develop a regional policy to enhance recognition of 

the quality of traditional Mediterranean agricultural 
products 

• Implement agricultural policies in developing countries 
aimed at rationalizing agricultural structures 

• Strengthen the negotiation and governance capacities 
of local communities and local actors 

• Reduce the impacts of desertification 
 

 
• BP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• ERS/RAC 
• CIHEAM 
• FAO 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 

 
• Sustainable 

Tourism 
 
• Reduce the adverse territorial and environmental 

effects of tourism 
• Promote the supply of sustainable tourist facilities 

and increase the added value of tourism for local 
communities 

• Improve governance for sustainable tourism 

 
• Review implementation of previous MCSD 

recommendations  
• Promote a more balanced distribution of tourists 

between destinations and throughout the year 
• Develop “tourism pay-back” formula 
• Explore the possibility of implementing taxation 

systems based on transport (sea and air) 

 
• BP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• PAP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 
 

 
� Marine 

Pollution : 
   LBS Protocol 
 

 
• Prevent and reduce land-based pollution by 

achieving the goals set out in the Strategic Action 
Programme to address Land-based Sources of 
Pollution, adopted in 1997 

 

 
• Implement the National Action Plans for combating 

pollution from land-based sources 
• Reduce pollutants from industrial sources 
• Equip all coastal cities with systems for the 

environmental management of solid waste 

 
• MEDPOL 
• MEDU 
• CP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2007/ 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Biodiversity  

 
• Reduce the loss of marine and coastal biodiversity 

in the Mediterranean region 
• Bring Mediterranean fisheries under a 

comprehensive ecosystem-based management 
system 

• Restore depleted Mediterranean fish stocks 
• Regulate the development of aquaculture so as to 

minimize its impacts on the environment and 
marine and coastal biological diversity and conflicts 
with other uses of coastal areas 

 

 
• Promote and complete the network of protected 

maritime and coastal areas  
• Promote the creation of new generations of protected 

areas 
• Establish at least 30 SPAMI at the end of 2012 
• Ensure the coordination and synergy of activities 

carried out by international organizations and 
networks 

• Encourage fishery and aquaculture good practices 
respectful of conservation and sustainable use of 
marine and coastal biological diversity. 

 

 
• SPA/RAC 
• MEDU 
• ERS/RAC 
• IUCN 
• Other Partners 

to be identified 

• Approach and 
Partnership: 

- Integrated Approach 
- Participatory 
Approach 

- Governance 
- Civil society, NGOs 
& Private Sector 

 
• Means: 
- Education 
- Public Vs Private 
Resources 

- International 
Cooperation 

- Tax Related 
Resources 

- Debt Reconversion 
- Innovative Financial 
Means 

- Technological 
Transfer & 
Acquisition 

- Research & 
Development 

- Training & Capacity 
Building 

 
• Implementation 

and Follow-up: 
- Indicators 
- Information, 
Communication and 
Awareness raising 

- Pilot Actions 
- Partnership projects 
and Actions 
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MCSD PROGRAMME OF WORK- THEMATIC ISSUES 
 

Cycle Thematic Cluster Objectives/Orientations Proposed Actions MAP Compon-ents 
& potential support 

centres 

Cross-Cutting 
Issues 

 
• Sustainable 

Urban 
Development 

 
• Anticipate and plan expected urban growth 
• Enhance the value of the heritage of Mediterranean 

cities 
• Improve the quality of life and reduce inequalities 
• Improve urban governance 

 
 

 
• Review implementation of previous MCSD 

recommendations  
• Promote urban spatial planning which articulates 

transport planning policies 
• Promote the identity of Mediterranean cities 

internationally 
• Promote sustainable urban transport 
• Strengthen opportunities for political action at the 

urban level 

 
• PAP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• MEDCITIES  
• BP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners to 

be identified 
 

 
• Sustainable 

Transports 

 
• Improve Euro-Mediterranean transport systems 
• Improve the integration of road, rail and sea 

transport 
• Decoupling transport growth & GDP growth 

 
• Develop a sustainable Euro-Mediterranean 

transport framework 
• Support investment and incentive policies to 

stabilize or reduce the share of road transport and 
promote alternative transport systems 

• Reduce urban traffic congestion and pollution 

 
• BP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• ERS/RAC 
• REMPEC 
• Other Partners to 

be identified 
 

 
� Marine 

Pollution : 
   LBS Protocol 
 

 
• Prevent and reduce land-based pollution by 

achieving the goals set out in the Strategic Action 
Programme to address Land-based Sources of 
Pollution, adopted in 1997 

 

 
• Implement the National Action Plans for combating 

pollution from land-based sources 
• Reduce pollutants from industrial sources 
• Equip all coastal cities with systems for the 

environmental management of solid waste 

 
• MEDPOL 
• MEDU 
• CP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners to 

be identified 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2008/ 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Biodiversity  

 
• Reduce the loss of marine and coastal biodiversity 

in the Mediterranean region 
• Bring Mediterranean fisheries under a 

comprehensive ecosystem-based management 
system 

• Restore depleted Mediterranean fish stocks 
• Regulate the development of aquaculture so as to 

minimize its impacts on the environment and 
marine and coastal biological diversity and conflicts 
with other uses of coastal areas 

 

 
• Promote and complete the network of protected 

maritime and coastal areas  
• Promote the creation of new generations of 

protected areas 
• Establish at least 30 SPAMI at the end of 2012 
• Ensure the coordination and synergy of activities 

carried out by international organizations and 
networks 

• Encourage fishery and aquaculture good practices 
respectful of conservation and sustainable use of 
marine and coastal biological diversity. 

 

 
• SPA/RAC 
• MEDU 
• ERS/RAC 
• IUCN 
• Other Partners to 

be identified 

• Approach and 
Partnership: 

- Integrated Approach 
- Participatory 
Approach 

- Governance 
- Civil society, NGOs 
& Private Sector 

 
• Means: 
- Education 
- Public Vs Private 
Resources 

- International 
Cooperation 

- Tax Related 
Resources 

- Debt Reconversion 
- Innovative Financial 
Means 

- Technological 
Transfer & 
Acquisition 

- Research & 
Development 

- Training & Capacity 
Building 

 
• Implementation 

and Follow-up: 
- Indicators 
- Information, 
Communication and 
Awareness raising 

- Pilot Actions 
- Partnership projects 
and Actions 
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MCSD PROGRAMME OF WORK- THEMATIC ISSUES 

 
Cycle Thematic Cluster Objectives/Orientations Proposed Actions MAP Compon-ents 

& potential support 
centres 

Cross-Cutting 
Issues 

 
• Sustainable 

Urban 
Development 

• Anticipate and plan expected urban growth 
• Enhance the value of the heritage of Mediterranean 

cities 
• Improve the quality of life and reduce inequalities 
• Improve urban governance 

 

• Review implementation of previous MCSD 
recommendations  

• Promote urban spatial planning which articulates 
transport planning policies 

• Promote the identity of Mediterranean cities 
internationally 

• Promote sustainable urban transport 
• Strengthen opportunities for political action at the 

urban level 

• PAP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• MEDCITIES  
• BP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners to 

be identified 
 

 
• Sustainable 

Transports 

• Improve Euro-Mediterranean transport systems 
• Improve the integration of road, rail and sea 

transport 
• Decoupling transport growth & GDP growth 

• Develop a sustainable Euro-Mediterranean transport 
framework 

• Support investment and incentive policies to stabilize 
or reduce the share of road transport and promote 
alternative transport systems 

• Reduce urban traffic congestion and pollution 

• BP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• REMPEC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners to 

be identified 
 

 
� Energy & 

Climate 
Change 

 

• Promote energy-saving policies and renewable 
energies 

• Access to electricity 
• Support Kyoto Protocol implementation  
• Adapt to climate change 

 

• Encourage economic actors and domestic consumers 
to adopt sustainable energy-saving habits and 
approaches  

• Encourage economic mechanisms/regulations 
designed to promote renewable energies 

• Support investment to improve access to electricity 

• MEDREP 
• MEDU 
• OME 
• BP/RAC 
• CP/RAC 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners to 

be identified 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009/ 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Integrated 
Coastal Area 
Management 

 
• Promote the balanced and integrated management 

& development of coastal zones 
• Guarantee unhindered access to the coast for 

everyone 
• Preserve, enhance or restore the coastal heritage 
• Avoid linear and continuous urbanization 
• Reduce the vulnerability of sensitive areas to 

natural risks 

• Promote integrated management approaches & 
projects for coastal zones & catchments areas 

• Implement specific plans for the sustainable 
management and development of islands 

• Prevent continuous and linear urbanization of coastal 
areas 

• Enhance the heritage of coastal areas, including 
traditional productive activities which form part of its 
identity, maintain agricultural and wooded green belts 
and establish ecological corridors 

 

• PAP/RAC 
• MEDU 
• ERS/RAC 
• Other Partners to 

be identified 

• Approach and 
Partnership: 

- Integrated 
Approach 

- Participatory 
Approach 

- Governance 
- Civil society, 
NGOs & Private 
Sector 

• Means: 
- Education 
- Public Vs Private 
Resources 

- International 
Cooperation 

- Tax Related 
Resources 

- Debt 
Reconversion 

- Innovative 
Financial Means 

- Technological 
Transfer & 
Acquisition 

- Research & 
Development 

- Training & 
Capacity Building 

 

• Implementatio
n and Follow-
up: 

- Indicators 
- Information, 
Communication 
and Awareness 
raising 

- Pilot Actions 
- Partnership 
projects and 
Actions 
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MCSD PROGRAMME OF WORK- THEMATIC ISSUES 

 
Cycle Thematic 

Cluster 
Objectives/Orientations Proposed Actions MAP Compon-

ents & potential 
support centres 

Cross-Cutting 
Issues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2010/2011 

 
 
 
 

 
 

OVERALL REVIEW OF MSSD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

UNEP(DEC)/MED WG.277/4 ANNEX IV 
AGENDA 

 10th MEETING OF THE MCSD, ATHENS, 20-22 JUNE 2005 
 

 Monday 20 June Tuesday 21 June Wednesday 22 June 
08.30-09.00 Registration   
09.00-11.00  
 
 
 

S1. Opening: 
• Election of the Steering Committee; 
• Agenda and organization of the 

meeting; 
• Brief presentation of MCSD progress 

report; 
• Introduction to the MSSD: preparatory 

process and general presentation of 
the draft report; 

• Discussion.   

S5.  
• Presentation and discussion of part 3: 

Mobilizing Actors, Implementing the 
Strategy and Monitoring Progress  

 

S9.  
Other issues related to MCSD activities 
and adoption of the report 

11.00-11.30  Coffee Break 
11.30-13.00  S2.  

• Presentation and discussion of part 1: 
Towards Sustainable Development in 
the Mediterranean Region 

S6. 
• MSSD Indicators: discussion and 

selection 
 

S10.  
Adoption of the report 
Conclusions and closure of the meeting 

13.00-14.30 Lunch Break 
14.30-16.30  S3. 

• Presentation and discussion of part 2: 
Achieving progress on seven priority 
issues  

 

S7.  
• MCSD programme of work: proposed 

programme in line with MSSD 
Objectives  

 

16.30-17.00  Coffee Break 
17.00-18.30  S4. Cont. 

• Presentation and discussion of part 2: 
Achieving progress on seven priority 
issues 

 
 

S8.  
“Athens Charter on the MSSD” 
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Annex V 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  
10th meeting of the MCSD, Athens, 20-22 June 2005 

  
MCSD MEMBERS 

 
ALBANIA 
MS. GENTIANA HASKO 
Director for Foreign Relations  
and Communication 
Ministry of Environment 
Rruga e Durresit, no.27, Tirana, Albania 
Tel:3 55 4 270622 
Fax:355 4 270 627 
Email: ghasko@yahoo.com 
 
ALGERIA 
MR. DJAMEL ECHIRK 
Inspecteur Général de l’Environnement 
Ministère de l’aménagement du territoire et de 
l’environnement  
47 rue Mohamed Douar, Belouizdad,  
Algiers, Algeria 
Tel: 213 21 434190 / 432858 
Fax: 213 21 434190 
E-mail : djamelechirk@msn.com 
 
BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA 
MR. TARIK KUPUSOVIC 
Special Advisor to the Minister 
Ministry of Physical Planning and Environment 
Hydro Engineering Institute 
Box 405, S. Tomica ,1 
71000 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Tel/Fax: 387 33 207949 
Fax: 387 33 212 466 
Email: map.office@heis.com.ba 
E-mail: tarik.kupusovic@heis.com.ba 
 
CROATIA 
MS. SANDRA TROSELJ-STANISIC 
Advisor   
Ministry of Environmental Protection,  
Physical Planning and Construction 
Uzarska ulica 2/I, 51000 Rijeka, Croatia 
Tel: 385 51 213499 
Fax: 385 51 214324 
Email: sandra.troselj-stanisic@mzopu.hr 
 
CYPRUS  
MR NICOS GEORGIADES 
Director, Environment Service 
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources  
and Environment 
17 Taghmatarhou Pouliou, Ayios Andreas 
1411 Nicosia, Cyprus 
Tel: 357 22303883 
Fax: 357 22774945 
E-mail: ngeorgiades@environment.moa.gov.cy 

EGYPT  
MR. GEORGE TAWFIK KONDOS 
Senior Advisor to the Minister 
Ministry of Environment 
30 El Zyrae Road, Maadi, Cairo,Egypt 
Tel: 202 52 66 180 / 6358048 
Fax: 202 52 56 454 
Email: georges_kondos@hotmail.com  
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
MR. GEORGES STRONGYLIS 
Coordinator of Mediterranean Files 
EC-Environment D.G., DG ENV. E3 
Avenue Nouvelle 41,  
B-1040 Brussels, Belgium  
Tel: 322 2968745 
Fax: 322 2994123 
E-mail: George.strongylis@cec.eu.int 
 
MR. SERGE ANTOINE 
Délégué de la France à la CMDD 
10, rue de la Fontaine 
91570 Bièvres, France 
Tel : 33 1 69412056 
Fax : 33 1 69855233 
Email:as.antoine@wanadoo.fr 
 
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH/MED NET 
MR. EUGENE MALACHY CLANCY 
Coordinator 
Friends of the Earth MedNet 15 rue Blanche  
1050 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: 34965652932  
E-mail: mednet@foeeurope.org 
 
GREECE 
MR. ALEXANDER LASCARATOS 
Professor of Oceanography 
Department of Applied Physics University of Athens 
 (buildings-PHYS-V) 
Panepistimioupolis 
15784 Athens, Greece 
Tel: 3021072766839 – 7276933 
Fax: 302107295281 
E-mail: alasc@oc.phys.uoa.gr 
 
MS. MARIA PAPAIOANNOU 
Expert, Department of International Relations  
and EU Affairs 
Ministry for Environment Physical Planning   
and Public Works 
15, Amaliados street, 115 23 Athens, Greece 
Tel: 30210 6465762 
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Fax: 30210 6434470 
E-mail: m.papaioannou@minenv.gr 
 
MS. ANGELIKI PYTHOULA 
Ministry for Environment Physical Planning   
and Public Works 
Patission 147, Athens, Greece 
Tel: 30 210 8629952 
Fax: 30 210 8647420 
E-mail: a.pythoula@gdper.minenv.gr 
 
ISRAEL 
MS. GALIA BEN SHOHAM  
Director, Division of Urban Environment 
Ministry of the Environment 
P.O.Box 34033 Jerusalem 
Israel 
Tel: 972 2 6495846 
Fax: 972 2 6495893 
E-mail: galia@environment.gov.il 
 
ITALY 
MS. MARIA DALLA COSTA 
Head, International Relations Service APAT 
Via Curtatone 3, Rome, Italy 
Tel: 39 06 44442201 / 2107 
Fax: 39 06 44442276 
E-mail: dallacosta@apat.it 
 
MS. ANGELICA CARNELOS 
Advisor 
Tel: 39 06 57228183  
Fax :39 06 57228178 
E mail : carnelos.angelica@minambiente.it 
 
MR FRANCESCO PRESICCE 
Advisor 
Tel: 39 0657228162 
Fax :39 06 57228178 
E-mail: presicce.francesco@minambiente.it 
Department for Environmental Research and 
Development  
Ministry for the Environment and Territory 
Via C. Bavastro 174, 00147Rome, Italy 
 
LEBANON 
MS. SANA SAIRAWAN 
Chief of Planning and Programs Service 
Ministry of Environment- Lebanon 
Down town- Lazarieh Bldg - 
P.O.Box 11-2727, Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel: 961 1 976514 / 976555 ext: 450 
Fax: 961 1 976530 
Email: s.sairawan@moe.gov.lb 

MALTA 
MS. MARGUERITE CAMILLERI  
Policy Coordinator Manager 
Director General’s Office 
Malta Environment and Planning Authority (MEPA) 
St. Francis Ravelin street 
Marsa ,Floriana CMR01 Malta 
Tel: 356 2290 1529, 2290 0000 
Fax: 356 2290 2295 
E-mail: marguerite.camilleri@mepa.org.mt  
 
MEDITERRANEAN INFORMATION OFFICE FOR 
ENVIRONMENT, CULTURE AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT (MIO-ECSDE) 
MR. MICHAEL SCOULLOS 
Chairman  
 
MS. ANASTASIA RONIOTES 
Programme Officer 
 
12 Kyristou Street 
105 56 Athens, Greece 
Tel: 30210 3247267-3247490 
Fax: 30210 3317127 
E-mail: mio-ee-env@ath.forthnet.gr 
 
MS. VANYA WALKER LEIGH 
Advisor, MIO-ECSDE 
13, Dun Mikiel Rua Street,  
SLIEMA  SLM 10, MALTA 
Tel: 356 2133 09 24 
Fax: 356 2333 1117 
Email:vanyaluc@waldonet.net.mt 
 
MEDCITIES 
MR. JOAN PARPAL 
Secretaire Général, MedCités,  
Mancomunitat de Municipis de l'Area,  
Metropolitana de Barcelona, C/ 62, Núm. 16/18 
Sector A, Zona Franca, 08040 Barcelona, Spain 
Tel: 34-93-2234165, Fax:34-93-2234849 
E-mail: desurb@amb.es 
 
MR LEFTERIS EMBEDOKLIS 
Municipal Town planner  
Municipality of Larnaca 
Athenon Avenue, Larnaca, Cyprus 
P.O.Box 40059, 6300 Larnaca, Cyprus 
Tel: 357 24653333 / 99637586 
Fax: 357 24653384 
E-mail: embedoklis@cytanet.com.cy 
smands@cytanet.com.cy 
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MONACO 
MR. PATRICK VAN KLAVEREN 
Délégué à l'Environnement International et 
Méditerranéen 
Représentant Permanent de la Principauté auprès du 
PNUE, Ministère d'Etat 
Place de Visitation, Monaco 
Tel: 377 93 152122 
Fax: 377 93 509591 
E-mail: pvanklaveren@gouv.mc 
 
MOROCCO 
MR. ABDELFETAH SAHIBI 
Chef de la Division de la Coopération Internationale   
Ministère de l’Aménagement du Territoire de l’Eau et 
de l’Environnement 
4 place Abou Baker Esseddik. 
Avenue Fal Ould Amir-Agdal 
Rabat, Maroc  
Tel: 212-37-772662 
Fax: 212-37-772640 
E-mail: sahibi@minenv.gov.ma 
 
MUNICIPALITY OF OMISALJ 
MR ZORAN SKALA 
11 Prikeste, Croatia 
Tel : 385 51 351774 
Fax : 385 51 212436 
E-mail: zoran.skala@pgz.hr 
 
RAED-ARAB NETWORK FOR ENVIRONMENT  
AND DEVELOPMENT  
MR. YOUCEF NOURI 
E.B. Member 
Imb.76 Apt.12 Cite Romana 
1068 Tunis, Tunisia 
Tel: 216 98643916 
E-mail: youssef.nouri@fls.rnu.tn 
 
P.O. Box 2, Magles Elshaab,  
Cairo, Egypt 
Tel: 202 5161519- 202 5161245 
Fax: 202 5162961 
Email: aoye@link.net 

SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO 
MS. JELENA KNEZEVIC 
Advisor 
Ministry of Environmental Protection and  
Physical Planning 
Government of the Republic of Montenegro 
Rimski TRG, B.B. 
81000 Podgorica, Serbia and Montenegro 
Tel: 38167255604 or 381 81 482313,  
Fax: 381 81 234131 
E-mail: jelenak@mn.yu 
 
SLOVENIA 
MR MITJA BRICELJ 
Undersecretary 
Ministry for Environment and Physical Planning 
48 Dunajska, SI-1000 Ljubljana 
Slovenia 
Tel: 386 1 4787384 
Fax: 386 1 4787419 
E-mail: mitja.bricelj@gov.si 
 
TUNISIA  
MR. ABDERRAHMANE GANNOUN 
Président, Directeur Général 
Ministère de l’Environnement et du Développement 
Durable 
12 rue du Cameroun-Belvedère  
Tunis, Tunisie 
Tel: 216 71 840221 
Fax: 216 71 890032 
Email: dg@anpe.nat.tn, dg.hpm@anpe.nat.tn 
 
TURKEY 
MR. IZAMETTIN EKER  
Chief of Division of Regional & and Bilateral Relations 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry  
Istanbul Cad. 98,  
Iskitler Ankara, Turkey 
 
Tel: 90 312 3842407 
Fax: 90 312 3846083 
E-mail:izameker@yahoo.com 
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UNITED NATIONS BODIES AND SECRETARIATS 
AND OTHER OBSERVERS 

 
 

WORLD BANK/MEDITERRANEAN ENVIRONMENTAL 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE-METAP 
MR. SHERIF ARIF 
METAP Coordinator / Regional Environment  
and Safeguard Advisor 
Water, Environment, Social and Rural Development 
The World Bank 
Middle East and North Africa Region 
1818 H. Street; NW, room H8-133 
Washington DC 20433 
United States of America 
Tel: 1202 4737315 
Fax:1202 4771356 
E-mail: sarif@worldbank.org 
 
UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ORAGANIZATION – INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR 
SCIENCE AND HIGH TECHNOLOGY (UNIDO-ICS) 
MR. LOUIS F. CASSAR  
ICS Specialist for  
Integrated Coastal Area Management programme  
AREA Science Park, Bldg. L2 
Padriciano 99 
34012 Trieste, Italy 
Tel.:  +39-040-9228108 
Fax:  +39-040-9228136 
E-mail: louis.cassar@ics.tireste.it 
Louis.f.cassar@um.edu.mt 
 
EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY 
MR. RONAN UHEL 
Head, Spatial Analysis 
Konjens Nytorv 6,  
1050 Copenhagen – K, Denmark 
Tel: 45 33367130 
Fax: 45 33367193 
E-mail: ronan.uhel@eea.eu.int 
 
CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE HAUTES ETUDES 
AGRONOMIQUES MEDITERRANEENNES  
(CIHEAM –IAMB) 
MS. ANNARITA ANTONELLI 
Tel: 39 080 4606318 
Fax: 39 080 4606206 
E-mail annarita@iamb.it 
 
MR. BIAGIO DI TERLIZZI  
Tel: 39 080 4606209 
Fax: 39 080 4606210 
E-mail: diterlizzi@iamb.it 
 
Via Ceglie, 9 
70010 Valenzano - Bari. Italy 
 

CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENT & DEVELOPMENT FOR 
THE ARAB REGION & EUROPE (CEDARE) 
MR. KHALED ABU ZEID  
Water Resources Programme Director   
2 ElHegaz Street, Heliopolis, Cairo, Egypt 
P.O.Box 1057 Heliopolis Bahary 
Tel: (202) 451-3921 / 2 / 3 / 4 Extension: 665 
Fax: (202) 451-3918 
E-mail: kabuzeid@cedare.org  
 
MEDITERRANEAN WATER INSTITUTE (IME) 
MR. MOHAMMED ENNABLI 
President 
Les Docks Atrium 10.3 
10 Place de la Joliette 
13002 Marseille, France 
Tel: 33 491598777 
Fax: 33 491598778 
 
1 rue Malchus 
2070 La Marsa 
Tunis, Tunisie 
Tel: 216 71 430215 
Fax: 216 71 430934 
E-mail: mohamed.ennabli@gnet.tn, info@ime-eau.org 
 
WORLD WILDLIFE FUND -WWF 
MR. PAOLO LOMBARDI 
Director WWF Mediterranean Programme 
Via Po 25/c. 
00198 Rome, Italy 
Tel: 39 06 84497381 
Fax: 39 06 8413866 
E-mail: plombardi@wwfmedpo.org 
 
THE MEDITERRANEAN WETLANDS INITIATIVE 
THE MEDWET INITIATIVE, CONVENTION ON 
WETLANDS (MEDWET) 
MS. ASPASIA DIMIZAS 
MedWet Programme Development Officer 
Kifissias & Lambraki Avenue, Villa Kazouli,  
Athens, Greece 
Tel : 302108089270 
Fax : 30210 8089274 
E-mail : aspasia@medwet.org. info@medwet.org 
 
INTERNATIONAL OCEAN INSTITUTE  
MR. CHARLES GALDIES 
Programme Manager 
International Ocean Institute - Headquarters 
P.O. Box 3 
Gzira GZR01, Malta 
Tel: +356 21 346 528 
Fax: +356 21 346 502 
E-mail: ioihq@ioihq.org.mt 
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REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN 

 
REGIONAL MARINE POLLUTION EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE CENTRE FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN 
SEA (REMPEC) 
 
MS. LILIA KHODJET EL-KHIL 
Technical Officer 
Manoel Island GZR 03 
Malta 
Tel: 356-21-337296/7/8 
Fax: 356-21-339951 
E-mail: lilia.khodjet@rempec.org 
 
REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR THE BLUE PLAN 
(BP/RAC) 
 
MR. GUILLAUME BENOIT 
Director 
E-mail: gbenoit@planbleu.org 
 
MR. STEPHANE QUEFELEC 
Economist 
Email: squefelec@planbleu.org 
 
MR. PATRICE MIRAN 
Programme Officer 
E-mail : pmiran @planbleu.org 
 
Plan Bleu, Centre d' Activité Regional  
(PB/CAR) 
15 rue Ludwig van Beethoven 
Sophia Antipolis 
F-06560 Valbonne, France 
Tel: 33-4-92387130/33 
Fax: 33-4-92387131 
E-mail: planbleu@planbleu.org, 
 
MR. GRIGORI LAZAREV 
Consultant 
245, vialle della Tecnica 
00144 Rome, Italy 
Tel: 39 06 59 10 703 
Fax: 39 06 59 25 339 
E-mail: g.lazarev@agora.it 
 
REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR THE PRIORITY 
ACTIONS PROGRAMME (PAP/RAC)  
 
MR IVICA TRUMBIC  
Director  
11 Kraj Sv. Ivana 
21000 Split 
Croatia 
Tel: 385 21 340470 
Fax: 385 21 340490 
E-mail: ivica.trumbic@ppa.htnet.hr 
 

REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR SPECIALLY 
PROTECTED AREAS (SPA/RAC)  
 
MS. ZEINEB BELKHIR 
Director  
Boulevard Yasser Arafat 
B.P. 337 - 1080 Tunis Cedex 
Tunisia 
Tel: 216 71 206 649 & 216 71 206 485  
Fax: 216 71 206 490  
E-mail: car-asp@rac-spa@org.tn  
E-mail: zeineb.belkhir@rac-spa.org.tn 
 
REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR CLEANER 
PRODUCTION (CP/RAC) 
 
MR. ARMAND VILLAPLANA 
Director 
c/Paris 184, 3rd floor  
08036, Barcelona, Spain 
Tel:34934151112 
Fax:34932370286 
E-mail:  
 
MAP SECRETARIAT FOR  
100 MEDITERRANEAN HISTORIC SITES 
 
MR. DANIEL DROCOURT 
Coordinator 
Atelier du Patrimoine de la ville de Marseille 
10 ter square Belsunce, 13001 Marseille, France 
Tel: 33 491 907874 
Fax: 33 491 561461 
E-mail: ddrocourt@mairie-marseille.fr
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COORDINATING UNIT FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN 
 

 
MR. PAUL MIFSUD 
Coordinator 
Tel: 302107273101 
E-mail: paul.mifsud@unepmap.gr 
 
MR. ARAB HOBALLAH 
Deputy Coordinator 
Tel: 302107273126 
E-mail:hoballah@unepmap.gr 
 
MR. FOUAD ABOUSAMRA 
Programme Officer 
Tel: 302107273106 
E-mail: fouad@unepmap.gr 
 
MR. FREDERIC TEBOUL 
Sustainable Development Officer 
Tel: 302107273148 
E-mail: frederic@unepmap.gr 
 
Coordinating Unit for the  
Mediterranean Action Plan 
48, Vassileos Konstantinou Avenue 
P. O. Box 18019 
116 10 Athens, Greece 
Tel: 30210 7273100 
Fax: 30210 7253196-7 
E-mail: unepmedu@unepmap.gr 
www.unepmap.org 
 
 


