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Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of 
the Mediterranean 

 
 

Article 14 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION 
 

1. The Contracting Parties shall adopt legislation implementing the Convention and the 
Protocols. 
 
2. The Secretariat may, upon request from a Contracting Party, assist that Party in the 
drafting of environmental legislation in compliance with the Convention and the Protocols. 
 
 

Article 26 
 

REPORTS 
 

1. The Contracting Parties shall transmit to the Organization reports on: 
 

(a) the legal, administrative or other measures taken by them for the 
implementation of this Convention, the Protocols and of the recommendations 
adopted by their meetings; 
 
(b) the effectiveness  of the measures referred to in subparagraph (a) and 
problems encountered in the implementation of the instruments as mentioned above. 

 
2. The reports shall be submitted in such form and at such intervals as the 

Meetings of Contracting Parties may determine. 
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Protocol for the Prevention and Elimination of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by 
Dumping from Ships and Aircraft or Incineration at Sea 

 
 

Article 5 
 
The dumping of the wastes or other matter listed in Article 4.2 requires a prior special permit 
from the competent national authorities. 
 
 

Article 6 
 
1. The permit referred to in Article 5 shall be issued only after careful consideration of 
the factors set forth in the Annex to this Protocol or the criteria, guidelines and relevant 
procedures adopted by the meeting of the Contracting Parties pursuant to paragraph 2 
below: 
 
2. The Contracting Parties shall draw up and adopt criteria, guidelines and procedures 
for the dumping of wastes or other matter listed in Article 4.2 so as to prevent, abate and 
eliminate pollution. 
 
 

Article 7 
 
Incineration at sea is prohibited. 
 

Article 8 
 

The provisions of articles 4, 5 and 6 shall not apply in case of force majeure due to stress of 
weather or any other cause when human life or the safety of a ship or aircraft is threatened.  
Such dumpings shall immediately be reported to the Organization and, either through the 
Organization or directly, to any Party or Parties likely to be affected, together with full details 
of the circumstances and of the nature and quantities of the wastes or other matter dumped. 

 
 
 Article 9 
 
If a Party in a critical situation of an exceptional nature considers that wastes or other matter 
not listed in Article 4.2 of this Protocol cannot be disposed of on land without unacceptable 
danger or damage, above all for the safety of human life, the Party concerned shall forthwith 
consult the Organization.  The Organization, after consulting the Parties to this Protocol, shall 
recommend methods of storage or the most satisfactory means of destruction or disposal 
under the prevailing circumstances.  The Party shall inform the Organization of the steps 
adopted in pursuance of these recommendations.  The Parties pledge themselves to assist 
one another in such situations. 
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Article 14 

 
 
2. It shall be the function of the meetings of the Parties to this Protocol: 
 
 

(b) To study and consider the records of the permits issued in accordance with 
articles 5, 6 and 7 and of the dumping which has taken place; 

 
 
 
Protocol Concerning Cooperation in Preventing Pollution from Ships and, in Cases of 

Emergency, Combating Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea 
 

 
Article 4 

 
CONTINGENCY PLANS AND OTHER MEANS OF PREVENTING AND COMBATING 

POLLUTION INCIDENTS 
 
 
3. The Parties shall inform the Regional Centre every two years of the measures taken 
for the implementation of this Article.  The Regional Centre shall present a report to the 
Parties on the basis of the information received.  
 
 

Article 7 
 

DISSEMINATION AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
 
2.  The Parties which have agreed to exchange information directly shall communicate 
such information to the Regional Centre. The latter shall communicate this information to the 
other Parties and, on a basis of reciprocity, to coastal States of the Mediterranean Sea Area 
which are not Parties to this Protocol. 
 
3. Parties concluding bilateral or multilateral agreements within the framework of this 
Protocol shall inform the Regional Centre of such agreements, which shall communicate 
them to the other Parties. 
 
 

Article 9 
 

REPORTING PROCEDURE 
 
1. Each Party shall issue instructions to masters or other persons having charge of 
ships flying its flag and to the pilots of aircraft registered in its territory to report by the most 
rapid and adequate channels in the circumstances, following reporting procedures to the 
extent required by, and in accordance with, the applicable provisions of the relevant 
international agreements, to the nearest coastal State and to this Party: 
 

(a) all incidents which result or may result in a discharge of oil or hazardous and 
noxious substances; 
 
(b) the presence, characteristics and extent of spillages of oil or hazardous and 
noxious substances, including hazardous and noxious substances in packaged 
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form, observed at sea which pose or are likely to pose a threat to the marine 
environment or to the coast or related interests of one or more of the Parties. 

 
2. Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 20 of the Protocol, each Party shall 
take appropriate measures with a view to ensuring that the master of every ship sailing in its 
territorial waters complies with the obligations under (a) and (b) of paragraph 1 and may 
request assistance from the Regional Centre in this respect. It shall inform the International 
Maritime Organization of the measures taken. 
 
3. Each Party shall also issue instructions to persons having charge of sea ports or 
handling facilities under its jurisdiction to report to it, in accordance with applicable laws, all 
incidents which result or may result in a discharge of oil or hazardous and noxious 
substances. 
 
4. In accordance with the relevant provisions of the Protocol for the Protection of the 
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution Resulting from Exploration and Exploitation of the 
Continental Shelf and the Seabed and its Subsoil, each Party shall issue instructions to 
persons having charge of offshore units under its jurisdiction to report to it by the most rapid 
and adequate channels in the circumstances, following reporting procedures it has 
prescribed, all incidents which result or may result in a discharge of oil or hazardous and 
noxious substances. 
 
5. In paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 of this Article, the term “incident” means an incident 
meeting the conditions described therein, whether or not it is a pollution incident. 
 
6. The information collected in accordance with paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 shall be 
communicated to the Regional Centre in the case of a pollution incident. 
 
7. The information collected in accordance with paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 shall be 
immediately communicated to the other Parties likely to be affected by a pollution incident: 
 

(a) by the Party which has received the information, preferably directly or through 
the Regional Centre; or 
 
(b) by the Regional Centre. 
 

In case of direct communication between Parties, these shall inform the Regional Centre of 
the measures taken, and the Centre shall communicate them to the other Parties. 

 
8. The Parties shall use a mutually agreed standard form proposed by the Regional 
Centre for the reporting of pollution incidents as required under paragraphs 6 and 7 of this 
Article.  

 
9. In consequence of the application of the provisions of paragraph 7, the Parties are 
not bound by the obligation laid down in Article 9, paragraph 2, of the Convention. 
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Article 10 

 
OPERATIONAL MEASURES 

 
1. Any Party faced with a pollution incident shall: 
 

(a) make the necessary assessments of the nature, extent and possible 
consequences of the pollution incident or, as the case may be, the type and 
approximate quantity of oil or hazardous and noxious substances and the direction 
and speed of drift of the spillage; 
 
(b) take every practicable measure to prevent, reduce and, to the fullest possible 
extent, eliminate the effects of the pollution incident; 
 
(c) immediately inform all Parties likely to be affected by the pollution incident of 
these assessments and of any action which it has taken or intends to take, and 
simultaneously provide the same information to the Regional Centre, which shall 
communicate it to all other Parties;   
 
(d) continue to observe the situation for as long as possible and report thereon in 
accordance with Article 9. 

 
2. Where action is taken to combat pollution originating from a ship, all possible 
measures shall be taken to safeguard: 
 

(a) human lives; 
 
(b) the ship itself; in doing so, damage to the environment in general shall be 
prevented or minimized. 
 

Any Party which takes such action shall inform the International Maritime Organization either 
directly or through the Regional Centre. 
 
 

Article 18 
 

MEETINGS 
 

2. It shall be the function of the meetings of the Parties to this Protocol, in particular: 
 

(a) to examine and discuss reports from the Regional Centre on the 
implementation of this Protocol, and particularly of its Articles 4, 7 and 16. 
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Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution from Land-
Based Sources and Activities 

 
Article 13 

 
REPORTS 

 
1. The Parties shall submit reports every two years, unless decided otherwise by the 
Meeting of the Contracting Parties, to the meetings of the Contracting Parties, through the 
Organization, of measures taken, results achieved and, if the case arises, of difficulties 
encountered in the application of this Protocol.  Procedures for the submission of such 
reports shall be determined at the meetings of the Parties. 
 
2. Such reports shall include, inter alia: 
 

(a) Statistical data on the authorizations granted in accordance with article 6 of 
this Protocol; 
 
(b) Data resulting from monitoring as provided for in article 8 of this Protocol; 
 
(c) Quantities of pollutants discharged from their territories; 
 
(d) Action plans, programmes and measures implemented in accordance with 
articles 5, 7 and 15 of this Protocol. 

 
 
 Article 14 
 
 MEETINGS 
 
 

(f) To consider the reports submitted by the Parties under article 13 of this 
Protocol; 
 

 
 
 

Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the 
Mediterranean 

 
 

Article 3 
 

GENERAL OBLIGATIONS 
 

3. The Parties shall identify and compile inventories of the components of biological 
diversity important for its conservation and sustainable use. 
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5. The Parties shall monitor the components of biological diversity referred to in 
paragraph 3 of this Article and shall identify processes and categories of activities which 
have or are likely to have a significant adverse impact on the conservation and sustainable 
use of biological diversity, and monitor their effects. 

 
 

Article 15 
 

INVENTORIES 
 

Each Party shall compile comprehensive inventories of: 
 

(a) areas over which they exercise sovereignty or jurisdiction that contain rare or 
fragile ecosystems, that are reservoirs of biological diversity, that are important for 
threatened or endangered species; 
 
(b) species of fauna or flora that are endangered or threatened. 

 
 

Article 20 
 

SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND MANAGEMENT RESEARCH 
 

3. The Parties shall exchange, directly or through the Centre, scientific and technical 
information concerning current and planned research and monitoring programmes and the 
results thereof. They shall, to the fullest extent possible, coordinate their research and 
monitoring programmes, and endeavour jointly to define or standardize their procedures. 

 
 
 

Article 23 
 

REPORTS OF THE PARTIES 
 

The Parties shall submit to ordinary meetings of the Parties a report on the 
implementation of this Protocol, in particular on: 
 

(a) the status and the state of the areas included in the SPAMI List; 
 
(b) any changes in the delimitation or legal status of the SPAMIs and protected 
species; 
 
(c) possible exemptions allowed pursuant to Articles 12 and 18 of this Protocol. 
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Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution Resulting from 
Exploration and Exploitation of the Continental Shelf and the Seabed and its Subsoil 

 
 

Article 6 
 

GRANTING OF AUTHORIZATIONS 
 
4. The Parties shall notify the Organization as soon as possible of authorizations 
granted or renewed.  The Organization shall keep a register of all the authorized installations 
in the Protocol Area. 
 

Article 30 
 

MEETINGS 
 

 
2. The functions of the meetings of the Parties to this Protocol shall be, inter alia: 
 

(c) To consider the information concerning authorizations granted or renewed in 
accordance with Section II of this Protocol; 
 
(d) To consider the information concerning the permits issued and approvals 
given in accordance with Section III of this Protocol; 
 
(g) To establish criteria and formulate international rules, standards and 
recommended practices and procedures in accordance with Article 23, paragraph 1, 
of this Protocol, in whatever form the Parties may agree; 
 
(i) To review progress made in the implementation of Article 27 of this Protocol; 

 
 
 

Protocol on the Prevention of Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal 

 
 

Article 4 
 

NATIONAL DEFINITIONS OF HAZARDOUS WASTES 
 

1. Each Party to the Convention shall, within six months of becoming a Party, inform the 
Organization of the wastes, other than those listed in Annex I to this Protocol, considered or 
defined as hazardous wastes under its national legislation, and of any requirements 
concerning transboundary movement procedures applicable to such wastes. 
 
2. Each Party shall subsequently inform the Organization of any significant changes in 
information it has provided pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Article. 
 



UNEP(DEPI)/MED Compliance Committee.1/Inf.3 
Page 9 

 
Article 8 

 
REGIONAL COOPERATION 

 
2. To this end, the Parties shall submit annual reports to the Organization regarding the 
hazardous wastes they generate and transfer within the Protocol area in order to enable the 
Organization to produce a hazardous waste audit. 

 
 

Article 11 
 

TRANSMISSION OF INFORMATION 
 
The Parties shall inform one another through the Organization of measures taken, of results 
achieved and, if the case arises, of difficulties encountered in the application of this Protocol.  
Procedures for the collection and distribution of such information shall be determined at the 
meetings of the Parties. 
 
 

 


