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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The quality of life of the He:diturTan2".n re,-ples and the ··c,tisfac-r,icn of their
11asic hUffian needs are h1:iayily ier/>,dent ')n th2 ·f:'tn +.2 of t'-,? c,nviron.f'.l·'.:!nt i.n which th..:y
live. The 0.2.ngers besetting the er..vironr.12�t, :particala.Yly the !!larin,:; environment,
have now become so for.f:liclable that collec-tiv: 2ction is cal lei for.

2. The Governments of Mediterranean. c,)�stal 3tates, realizing that the protection of
the marine environment as ·a life-supportin[· ,,ystsm cannot 1:Je dissociated fror.i the
priorities of economic and social develop5.ent, ara c01;nitted. to achieving a better
quality of life for present c1nd. future generations� 2nd. are deeply concern2d about the
possibilities and difficulties of reconciling, in both the short and the long term, the.
socio-economic development of their cownries and the preservation of the environment.

3. The preparation of a "Blue Plan" is a rsspons.::., to those concerns as voiced by the
M�diterranean countries in ·the debat-.::s and conclusions of the Intergovernmental Meetir1g
on the Protection of the Mediterranean held L'l Barcelona from 28 January to
4 February 1975, •

4. At that meeting, taking particular account of the need to facilitate the much­
needed development of the Mediterranean countries, the Governments of the region
declared themselves ready to consider proposals aimed at reconciling the demands for
development with the need to protect and improve the quality of the Mediterranean
environment. The Intergoveri1mental Meeting on the Protection of the Mediterranean
accordingly requested the· Executive Director of UNEP, in collaboration with the
Governments of the region, the organizations of the United Nations system, and inter­
governmental and regional organizations concerned, to draw up a co-ordinated programme
aimed at a better utilization of resources in the interest of the countries of the
re12"ion and their d�velopment in accordance with soW1d long-term environmental
:principles. Jj

5. At its third f'?ssion· in 1975, the Governing Council of u'"I\IEP gave its support' to the
Nediterranean Action PlM, y During that session, and on the initiative of the
Government of France, the view was expressed that UNEP should support the publication of
broad guidelines anc1 technical manuals which would serve as a basis for a programme of
action to protect the Mediterr2.nean a.TJ.i simile.r oceanic ecoregions. It was suggested
that UNEP should convene an expert. group ,:;o start the preparation of such publications
and, in particular, to elaborate the docu.:nent relating to a project for the protection
and development of the Mediterranean which was referred. to as the "Blue Plan". 21

6. After further consultations between illIBP and various Governments, and in order to
o"btain the advice of experts on the formulation of the "Blue Flan 11 projec,:;, the
t::xecutive Director of illlEP s;onvened. two �ee-tings of Mediterranean experts and

UNEP/WG.2/5, Annex, paras. 2 anrr 3, 

lTh'EP/Gc/55, :para. _187. 

Ibid., -para. 1'94. 
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repr1.:?s�ntat:i_vcs of snGcie.15_7,2-d a,i::·c-: 1 �,::i._s a:1d -i:ocii,•s i_r �1,,:; r_r..-1it2.-<. lfatio:1s s:,rster"!, 4/ 
The first meeting to;k pl2.cc i·'1 G-3-r,,-va on. �2 a:1d 23 Jarjrary 1976. The se�ond me;ting 
-.. ;as c:Jnven00 iri Par _is frJm 17 to 19 N&y 197 5. 

7- The ExecuT,ive Dir2ctor sourht t,h,-' views of exrerts v::;_th 1ee:-a.rd to th.: feasibility of
the pr-oject, its geograpr_ic2..l cov0ra!j!C 1 it,3 long--t:::r:n arid io_T;J.e,.'!.i0.te ocji::1 ctiv1:;s, 2.nd the
ways and means neede'l for :.ts irripler::.entatio�.

8. The experts ackn,..,wledgGd t:ie !'lethodological, sci�n-tific: 2.d..:-:1inistrative and
financial difficu_lties involv(d in tJ:--.0 �,nple,;:.,::mta-i;irm cf a �:-.:oj�•rt as cor::.preh:msive as
the Blue Plan. Ho,1ever, in view of ;:h.::- vital need of t 1.,E 1-'is:: ci_i tErranean cou.'ltries tr-
protect and c::rJi2.nce the q-,;_ali ty of the E:nvironn-2nt, th2;r alse> r 12ccgniz•�d t:h.at n,-, effort
should be spared to fcir'.'Tiule.te and impl2I:1,'°-!,t rc;ic:r. a r-la:1.

9. On the basis of the opinions 0xpr2ss'3d b;y the exn2rts at th,?. 2.bove�nentioned
r!leetings, the ExGcutive Direr-t0r iss:;_sd inst:ructions for th::; rreparatir,n of the
b2 rround documents 0n the Blue Tlan and convened the Intergrvernmental Meeting of
M:eu_1_terranean Coaste.l St2.tes .--.n t�:..e Blue Flan, whirr. was held at Split, Yui;oslavia 1 fro!'.l
31 January to 4 Febru2.ry l'.177. 5/ ·rh"" r.10eting discussed ths Blue Pl&n Pr0jEct and nade

i/ Experts from a�l ?fa,literr2.n::::a,'1 ro-x1tries wer'3 irwite,--. -::c both rr,eetinbs. 
Experts from the following ci,,un:tries attondoc_: Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, 
Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, M2.l ta, Monaco, Sp5j_n, Syria, Tu.,_'1isia, Turkey, Yugoslav la. 
The following organs of the United Nations-system and spe<'ialized agen"ies were also 
represented: EconoP,1ic CmJLmission for Europe (ECE), United nations Development 
Programme (IDIDP), United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develo:rirnent (UNCTiill)

) 
International 12.bour Office 

(IID), Food 2.nd Agriculture Organiz,1tion of the United J11a1;io:ns (FAO), United Nations 
Educational, Scientific 2.nd Cultural Orga 11ization (U1T.8SCO), World Health Orga.'1ization 
('v.'HO), World Meteorological Organization (wr,10), Inter-Governmental M2.ritime 
Consultative Organization (IMCO) and World '.i'ou:::-ism Organization (WTO), as 1-:ell as the 
International li;omic Energy Agency (11\EA). The Commission of 'the Europe;m Commu_nities 
waP 'lso represented. 

5/ The follo,:1ing Member- States were :represented: Alge�cia, C'yprus, Egy])t, Fra!lce, 
Greece, Israel, Italy, Libya!l J...r2.1J Rspul:Jlic, Malta, l-1onaco, T-'iorocco, Spai!1, Trmisia, 
':iurkey a.,_,d Yugoslavia. (rhe Gcvern.rr..ents of Llba.Dia, Leb2IJ.on 2.�1d thE. Syrian Arab 
Repu-blic had been invited but wer'c r..oi; Tern�sen�-ecl at tee r.:1ee"�i1:6,) 

Representatives of the followi.ng a::..so att,:,nd-::c:.: 

''fnited Wat ions orgars: �conrn::;io Co�,iissirn for Europe (ECE) .• United Nations Conference 
on Trade and :Development (IB-TCTlill), Uni t'"'d Nations Develo-r,m:mt Progr2.m.I;1e (1..-:i;DP) � Office 
--:f the Uni:-:_,a_ m�tions Disaster Relief Cc-0rcinat0r (lil'illRO): United lfaticns Cffice fer 
Inter-Agenc,r 1'.,i'fairs a:1d Co-ordination (IAi,_C): United Natinns I:-:.fcrnat.:_cn Centre 
(mnc, Belgrad.e) . 

Sn0cialized agencies; Food anr! J�gricul t-:lrc Organizaticn rn' th:c l'ni-t:.e� N3tions (FAO): 
:-niti:>d Natio:r,s �?c1.uc2.c:ir,n2.l 1 Scientj_fic &nd C1_;_]_-;;ur2.l 0rg2.nizatinn (UJESCO), 1.-lorld Health 
-.r1;:aniza.tion (\-IBO), Worlr. l-1-.?.teor0logi--:-2_l Or["a.niz2.�io,- (WEO) � Inc:er-Guverr_7ental 
�-:2.ritime C'.:!c.S,Jlt2.tivc Or['"aniz2.,io!1 (:iJ'-:co). 

Intert:"overn::iental cr.:anizattnn�; Arab Lear,_,_-::, Edncationa:;__, Cult 1 Tal anc1. Sc2--2ntific 
OT, ·izdion. (AIBCSO), Cornr.!issicn of -!;he :S1.IT:::-,�,an C'Jr:,I111,�it:i.,e ,. 

Hon-,:ove:rr:i�:c;nte.l 'JrP-ani:.ation: At·?�i2r 1"Vidit0rrane.:m --i.==: ?rosp""otive (AJ'I.IP). 

natasha
Line
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specific recommendations as to its objectives, its ioplementation and tho general 
principles applying thereto, the methodology to be used, priority areas and the 
institutional and financial implications of the project. 

II. CONCEPI'ION

A. Definition

10. The Blue Plan may be defined as a programme of action-oriented prospective surveys
and studies for the purpose of harmonizing socio-economic development and envirorunantal
protection in the Mediterranean region for the benefit of present and future generations .•

11. The term "Plan" should not therefore, give rise to misunderstandings; the
objectives of the Blue Plan are not to concentrate the decision-making process or to
promote the establishment of a body that·would define in technical terms what should be
the rational management of natural resourees and optimum socio-eeonomic development for
a1·1 ·the Mediterranean countrie.s. By ·ensl.l1'ing exchanges ·of experience in all relevant
fields among the Mediterranean- countries, the Blue Plan should create a pool of
knowledge to which each of the· countries concerned would have immediate access. The
Blue Plan, while promoting co_.operative efforts to solve comnion problems, would take
existing socio-economic development styles into consideration and facilitate the
formulation -0f alternative enviromnentally sound development styles by each country in
accordance with its own options and conditions.

B. Ob,j ectives

12. The fundamental objective of the Blue Plan is to initiate a continuous process of
concerted co-operation among the Mediterranean coastal States.

13. More specifically, the obje.c'tive of the Blue Plan is to place at the disposal of
decision-makers and planners in:: the ·different countries of the Mediterranean ·region
information- enabling-·them to ·formulate plans for optimum soci'.J-economic development on a
''lstainable basis without envi:ronme·ntal degradation.

14 •. The other objectives of the· Blue· ·Plan are·: 

14·.1 to assist the Governments ·of the coastal States of the Mediterranean to gain 
a more accurate insight into the common problems they face both in the 
Mediterranean Sea and in its coastal zones; 

14.2 to assist these Governments in reaching appropriate decisions that would 
promote rational management of resources and sustainable development in the 
Mediterranean region. 

15. The Blue Plan should lead to a continuous increase of co-operation among various
countries in the Mediterranean region. It is ·through such co-operation and mutual 
assistance, with full respect for national sovereignty, that economic imbalances within 
the region might be progressively eradicated. One of the essential conditions to 
reach these ends i's a due appreciation of the socio-econoCTic situation of the 
Mediterranean region. It is hoped that insight into the social and economic factors 
underlying development will lead to a progressive strengthening of international 
co-operation a.'1d to sectoral and genera.I agreements, as well as appropriate juridical 
provisions of environr:1ental matters. It is also hoped that activities under the 
Blue Plan will contribute to the consolidation of peace, which is the basic co�dition 
for the development a.�d protection of the Mediterranean 8�vironm9nt. 
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16. ri:'o sum up; the progr.:illlI'.le envisaged und�r �h� J}ue i'J 'ID shou]ri ,.cr,tribute to the:
r,ro1;1otior: of economic and social development of th£ wl1ole Necli teITanean region in a 
r:;2.nn.1.,r which will s2,fegunrd the natural syste!r.s on whi<-h sust2.ined development depends. 
'1.1 0 achieve this purpose, the studies and activi�ie.s to be 1.mdcrt:: 1ken under the Blue Plan
will be conceived end impL,mented in suc-h a w�.y u� to contribute to the achievement o±: 
the objective of the In.te:c:1ational Dcvelopmen-l; Strategy i'or the Se,-- ond United Nations
Develop:nent Decade. Ths Decleration on the Est2.�lis!'.u-:ient of a New International 
Economic Order arid the Charter of EconoI:1.ic Rights 2n·1- Dut.Ls of States will- also influence
the nature and scope of studies to be undert ::tlcen in the �ontext of the Blue Plan.

17. A programme of studies has beeri prepared for att2.ining these objectives. It 

...:omprises t hree phases, each of which would rr.a.ke prc,vision for sets of successive or 
siillulta..,eous studies. These stu1ies will cover fields as varied as soil protection,
w�-� .. .,,. re,ourcc3, food and agTicul ture 1 industri&lization and ixcbanization processes, 
•:?n _J prcdudion and consumption, tourism a'1d coastal z,ne m:magement . . . All these 
studies will be based on a global conception derivini:; from the pr-:;spc·ctive approar-h 
cs:lopted. The ::;tudies will ther:cfore be interdisci:plina.:r;y ? intersectoral and integrated
an,1 :rill take into account the soci al and cultural onara-;-,tcristics an;� diversities of 
i:'le ccuntri.c;:_: co:ncornod. In each of the fields to be examined, long-term trends will
·oe • identified end thei1- effects on the env irorunent 2nalyscd. Lrt the light of that 
c:ri.ly-iis; altcrnativ0 development strategies a-::.l �olicies will be forr.:ulat,::�, w}-ir,:::..�,-;-.rer
po�Ji�le and brought to the attention of Governm0nts·for their consideration.

III. TI-IPIBMENTATION

). , G?.'.:?__3'.?.Jihiral coverage

18. �e Blue Plan covers the entire Medi terTar.Dan basin; namely ·the :t,,;--,j__i tci-ranean Sea�
_,:s is!.ands and the adjacent coastal zones in which so.::io-e::-e,nomic activities are 
govGrned largely by their relationship with the littoral. These coastal zones may va....ry
in te::-:Titorial depth from one area to anothei', dsenfl.ing en the j:i:::'Oblems to be 
cons;i.dered and the nature··of the disciplines inv,,lved. '.!.'he Meditor::-a".'.ean re6ion iG 
~·ec 1ized in this ruspect as constituting not a single er;,bsy::;tcm but, rather, a complex (__o� c�osystems of varying dimensions

1 
displaying ccrtai..'1 compa�a.ble ecological a.'1d 

c·; imatic features, but differing from one rmother according to latitudEJ and altitude.

-:.', Jn :c.11 cases, the States concerned are th0 18 coastal State:J of the Mediterranean
:;:-0,;ion.

�0, Ac1ong these coastal States, there az:-e certain dispa.ritir.u and inequalities, in spite
:if c1 certain homogeneity which is due to the cli:!Ilate, soils and vegetation on th�ir
:1�dite�::-anean shores, and which makes them a genuine ecological community. These
'i.z-o:..::i-;;ies 2nd ir.equali ties are reflected in thu rliifercnt priority concerns in
iiiferent parts of the Mediterranean:

on the one hand, ·there is a deficit in af;'r-icultural production with risks of food
shortages end a newly-established industry to deal with problems of unemployment;

on the other hand, there is -excessive development of the .seaboard a'1d a rapidly
expanding industry .

. 'ci.b .t at different levels, all these activitic:::; inip0se strains on the natural 
:..nviroP..illent, which is steadily deterior2.'ting to a da.rigc�.:-ous e:�tEnt. This deterioration
� . .r' the environ:nent is 2, matter of concern for all Medit8r:�a'1ean countries.

-

-
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21. The implementation of the Bhi.::. :?lan is subject to the following general principles:

21.1. absolute respect for national sovereignty; 

c. 

21. 2. co-operation ,,ii th n2.tional institutions and national experts;

21. 3. co-operation with organi za ti 'Jns of the United lifa tions system and regional
intergo,;ernmental organiz2.tions concerned. The Executive Tiirector may 
also enlist the co-operation of competent end concerned non-governmental 
organizations; 

21.4. account should be taken of the relevant activities in progress in various 
countries 1 including those undertaken with illIDP 2.ssistance and throu·gn 
multilater2.l and bilateral programmes. 

Common methodology 

22. Systems analysis and prospective research were considered by the Intergovernmental
Meeting to be· among- the best methodological approaches for tackling the .studies
envisaged under the Blue Plan.

(a) Systems analysis

23. Unless the -problems of the Nedi terranean Basin are considered as a whole, there .is
a g)'.'.eat danger that some will be singled out for detailed treatment while others w'ill be
ignorea., and that the solutions envisaged will simply shift the onus for action elsewhere.

Hence the importance of using rnetbods based on systems 2..11alysis, which makes it 
possible ·to study a: 1 understan.d a complex· -·'"Id changing reali ... _ •. 

Apart from the stable· elements (constants) in a system, systems analysis should 
cover all the processes of change anct. adaptation. 

24. Many relationships must be taken into account in such an analysis, but they can
t2 reduced to three kinds:

those reflecting- a .cause and effect seguence 
relationships; 

in other words, causal 

those with divergent effects - i.e., conflictive relations; 

those that converge to produce identical effects, i.e., synergetic relations. 

These are the relationships in terms of which the mechanisms of the system analysed 
can be, described. This means at the same time that it may not always be possible to 
obtain a complete guantific2.tion and that it will be necessary to rely to a large 
��tent on �ualitative reasoning. 
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(b) The nrospecti ve a-pu-roa.ch
,· 

25. "When a Governme:nt· decides to ernba:ck on a large-sc2.le land development scheme, such
a.s the construction of a tourist complex or of an industrial port area, it usua.lly
becomes committed for 15, 20 or 30 years and must therefore anticipate the long-term
effects of its action and assess in 2n uncertain future the evolution of contextual
conditions that will influence the ·success of the operation. No Governmeht can afford
to ignore or fail to prepare for the future.

26. The prospective approach is a method for considering the future. In the context
of the Blue Plan, it can be used to plan, select and take ,..ction � to protect the
Nedi terranean basin in the future.

This is the paradox of the prospective approach: it explores the future - usually 
the fairly distant future - in order to throw light on the decisiohs that must be ta.ken 
in the short or medium term. Its ultimate aim is to understand the future which is now 
in gestation in the present situation and thus facilitate active intervention by ma..�. 

Essentially, therefore, it is a method of obtaining information and of aiding 
decision making, wpich -takes proper acccunt of the co□plex�ty of the evolution of 
societies. 

In this sense it is clearly distinguishable from both forecasting and futurology. 

27. The prospective approach is therefore essentially a method of over-all reflection
with :a view to simulating in a plausible and coherent manner the combined effect of
several different trends that are leading a.system to a future situation, of which it
provides a general :picture� It should be pointed out, however, that· there is at present
no precise and single method _for the prospective approach. It will be necessary to
employ a number of'methods ranging from expert consultation techniques (Delphi,
Cross impact ... ) t::: the use of computerizec'1 mathematica.1 modPls. But one a-pproach will
be -,sed in prefercr:.ce to the :::ithers: this ;rill be the elaboration of scenarios
c, ,eived as the construction of patterns of future evolution and change in complex
social uni ts.

28. As a method of investj_gating problems connected with the ecological evolution
of the Mediterranean, the prospective approach has three rnr..in features to recommend it:

as the work :proceeds, it is prissiblc to intev-ate the study of many branches 
of lrnowledge and, in particular, of data that ,l.o not lend themselves to 
(!uantifica tion; 

it makes f9r action, intervention by man; 

it adapts well to an international context and respects State sovereignty. 
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29. The prospective approach is based on an open system of studies.

The methodology chosen is fairly_strictly defined in order to lessen the risk of
a juxtaposition of a number of studies which are not related to one another and are not 
therefore of any assistance in devising genuinely new courses of action. 

However, the object of the study, in terms both of geography and of scope, is 
defi�ed only in a very general manner, so that all new elements available can be 
incorporated ·in the ··course of work. 

It is thus an open method which involves a constant interplay between the 
elaboration of an explanatory outline and the elaboration of specific courses of action. 
This constitutes no doubt the major· advantage and the original feature of the Blue Plan, 
-,hich calls for the establishment of close links with the Priority Action Programme. 

30. This common frame of reference which the studies of the Blue Plan will gradually
create may then be used for:

national action by each country, as sole master of its development strategy. 
This frame of reference will make it easier to evaluate_ the impact of this 
strategy on the natural environment and the quality of development; 

� . 

the elaboration of joint action to be taken at the international level by means 
that will not infringe national sovereignty in any way. 

(c) Common framework of analysis for the studies

31. Nothwi thstanding the features peculiar to each field, the common framework will
ccnsist of:

identificati0n of problems and definition of their present state in a situation 
which affec�cl both the development fuld the environment of the region; 

indication of trends in the evolution of these problems and their effects 
on the environment; 

identification of aspects of these problems which are of the greatest importance 
for the environment, and formulation of proposals for remedial or preventive 
measures; 

formulation of proposals for reconciling development and environmental 
protection. 

32. This does not mean, however, that an exclusively sectoral view should be adopted.
The methodology chosen is such that each of the studies must satisfy the following
three requirements:

it must indicate the most important relationships between the various 
characteristics of the field being studied and also the relationships between 
them and the characteristics of other fields; 
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it must nrovide a uell-foun.d8d onininn on the prospects for change and the 
courses of .:.ction envisaged; 

it must provide information botr. on tbe re2-,l ir;mact of action being ta.ken or 
c�ntemplated and on th'?. scoDe ,:ind the omissions of existing studies and research. 

33, It is important to remember that the studies are not designed to produce a 
"sectoral pros:9ective", bnt to supply the elements for producing a global "!)rosnective. 

D. The secuence of work

34. The Blue Plan will be carried out in three phases. This breakdmm into phases is
ne 'ssary in order to enable Governments to direct and orient the course of the 'work.

35. In addition, the following preparatory and support activities will be initiated:

35.1.. 

35.2. 

35, 3. 

A lis.til}g of, and analysis of data concerning, the main development 
activities being. carried out in :the �Jedi terranean region and their 
consequences 'for the envircrunent. The drl.ta concen1ing these activities 
should be compiled on the basis of a common methodology with a view to 
facilitating_ their comparability Gild assessment, as well as the transfer 
and exchange· of da,ta; 

The preparation and up-dating of a directory of institutions and experts 
available in the region to ·participate in the studies and activities of 
the Blue ?lan; 

The launching of a number of interdisciplinary intersectoral studies in 
the :priority fields indicated by Governments at the Intergovernmental 
Meeting on the Blue Plan; 

35.4. l1he identific,.,_tion and ana.lysic of the most significant a.,..Hi a-ppropr�ate 
technical innovations, at present being applied or tested or planned in 
the Mediterranean region, that have a clearly 'beneficial impact--on the 
environment; 

35.5. The identifica.tion and analysis of a number of rtati::mal or internationally 
supported projects aimed at satisfying basic human needs on a sustainable 
basis; 

35.6. The progressive elaboration, on the 'basis of the data and the experience 
gathered through the studies a.nd activities to be undertaken, of conceptual 
frameworks and methodologies for lone-term environmentally sound development 
planning; 

35. 7. The intensification of co-operation to promote the transfer of technology
and training in the fields covered by tbe Blue ?lan, with priority for 
developing countries. 



U1'lEP /IG. l 1/INF. 6 
page 9 

(a) The first phase: reconnaiss·ance of the present situation

36. The first ph.:se will .:.:;:-:.:::::.:::: :: e::q:iloro. tory work on the entire field to be studied.
The objective is to produce, after about a year, when the expert surveys have actually
been undertaken, a prelirninal"J assessment of the state of development and of the
environment in the Nedi terranean. The success of the Blue Plan will depend on the way
this work is carried out. It will be for the Governments of the coastal States to take
a decision, at an intergovernmental meeting held at the end of this phase, concerning
the initiation of the next phase of the Blue Plan.

37, At that time it should be possible to evaluate the studies submitted and to 
determine whether two conditions essential to the success of the project as a whole 
are beginning to be met, namely.: 

the establishment of genuinely interdisciplinary relationships between the 
expert surveys made, which should not be spe-cialized inquiries conducted in 
isolation from orie another; 

the promotion of scientific co-oneration in ·the- Hedi terranean based· on the 
decentralized mobilization of the entire range of expertise available -in the 
coastal States. 

' 

38. What has been termed 11the global approach to the Mediterranean ecosystem" should
make it possible, during the first phase of the Blue Plan, to obtain a comprehensive
picture of the condition and likely development of "natural environment" as they are
affected by the components of socio-economic development. For this purpose, a number
of expert surveys will be carried out on a series of interrelated subjects. This
work should never be described as sectoral, since its purpose is precisely to ensure
that a unifom and integrated analytical approach will be adopted in analysing the
different topics.

(b) The secoriil. 1Jha.P� • ·,yr<>T)<>,,.8.tion of scenarios

39. The second phase is pivotal for the work of the Blue Pl8n. Its content will not
be definitely decided until the completion of the first phase.

40, This phase, which will last for 18 months to two years, will have three main goals: 

to make good a_ny deficiencies revP-aled during the exploratory phase and to 
pursue, in greater depth, the studies already undertaken; 

to draw up a table of interrelationships and of their likely evolution, 
and to prepare a number of scenarios; 

to specify the conditions for taking a number of key measures of strategic 
importance for achieving the desired objectives for the Hedi terranean. 
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Work in the se�ond phase will be aimed at defining the s�ecific action to be 
proposed to Governments in accordance with the objectives of the Blue Plan, but will 
be of a more comprehensive nature. 

41. In this respect, the prospective investigation of l1edi terranean problems could
be carried out in respect of three types of situations and trends as follows:

a scenario for reference purposes based on the development of major trends; 

the hypothesis of a breakdm-m due to serious short-term or structural 
dislocation; 

alternative development strategies of an optional nature. 

42. The second phase of the work will conclude with an intergovernmental meeting which 
will be required to decide, inter alia, what studies or proposals for action should be 
included in the final documents of the Blue Plan. 

The third phase: general synthesis 

43. During the third phase a general synthesis will be prepared. This will be used
by the Group of Co-ordination and Synthesis for preparing the presentation of the
studies to an intergovernmental meeting .on the Mediterranean Action Plan as a whole.
The third phase will be relatively short (about six months) ..
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E .- The activities of the first d1c1.se 

44. The first ·:Jhase io thuc C01'.!Ccivel1 2,0 rm e:x:_,loratory phase l7-esigned to cover a,11
the pro'ulems raise cl_ by the evoh1_tion of the liell.i terrmeo.n ecos;-,'ster2, and at the G2L1e
ti.me to identif:-,, rapidly o. nur11)6r of p:..�iorit;',' 2.:i:eas for i•eflection at the lJCCDIDinG"
of tho second phase: rn2.jor ir:11Jalancc::;, short-to in risks, incorrect under:::;'.;ru1clin0 of 
certain problems, the need. to co-orcli,_---iatc action alreaC.y initiated or plaru-1ed ... 

115. This fi:..·st phase r:1u:.:;t theroi'ore :;.·eflect a dual a�,-1:pi·oach an follmw:

- on the one hai-icl, a Gl)eci;ic 2.i,proach covei'inC a uide rnnce of :::mbjecto and
involvinc the s2Tviccs of eJ�.9c::.."t::;;

on the other h2.nd, a Dore Glob2-l 9-"l'lcl s:T..-;;heoh:inc approach, 11ithil1 narrouer
lmits durinc this firot ::itac0 but cnercinc fror.1 the g::..�aa.ually eJqJencling
activities of the GToup of Co-orclination ,md S:_i'11thesio.

�ti, The enlistment of' a la2.'ce m,E�Jer of exi1erts to uork for a lwited perioO. in fields 
uhich they kno,1 uell uoulcl seen to be juctifiable. Dut in order to ens1.ffe that 2,ll 
these expert surveys ,n·c 1 inl�cc1 to one nnothcr, throu light on one another, c1o not 
amount to mere mono1:;raphs 2-YJ.cl do contribute to -:,he development of a general review of 
the problems, there mud be continuing contact betueen the experts 2-YJ.d the Group of 
Co-ordination and Syi1thesis, 8nd te1uc of reference must be proposed for each eXJ.1ert. 

(b) Or;:-anization of 1.ror�: 

47. llention must be mac1e first ·of the plnn uhich has been adopted for the first
phase of the studien. ·.A oriccio..l :u:cocccl.u:ce - nimple but com�lete and clecentralized - has
been devised to cn:::ure the cuccc'SS of the first phase, 1.1hich is crucial to the entire
prriicct (see cl1art 1). ( 

48. This procedure revolves arotmd three :poles: 

a seriec of e:cpert cu:rve:r::;, covcrinc- the ri:riority aspects uhich are eccential 
for a correct 1.mclersto.nclinc o� t11e l10cliterra11-e2n basin. These surveys, uhicb 
are nooilizil1J' the :::;ciei1tific forces of the v.::trious liel1itc::.·rancm.1. count::.·ie:::;, 
are co-o:;_•clin2.tccl 1Jy a Gc:-ou� of Co-orctinu,.;ion encl S�m,.;l1ecis � 

;:,_ Group of Co-ordin;:;,tion c:mc1 S:11thesir; uhose role ic to prcp2.rc o.. G}'11th2cio 
of Ee<l.iterr2.ne2n p:;_001Jlcu:::, uitll a vimr to prot1ucinc scenarios (ceco:n.c� plmcc); 
it thGrefo:re rlin,ctc ,mcJ. :.1oni·�oro the uo:rl: of the e::-:pertc; !J

!i/ See oection IV. 
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national co-ordination sti-i.lcturcs, Hhich pla;r the dual role of �roviding 
the experts with info:c'J:12..tion, documentation, 211d local correspondonto, end also 
of circulati:_g to the cor:1�Jctont autb�ritic::, stua_ies, Gc . ..;gestiono 2nd 
reco0nenclations by thG G::.:-01_13J of Co-orclinc1_tion �11d Synthesis. Jj 

(i) A series of exnert sm·v2:rc

49, The series of e:x-_pert nurvc;:,ro to lJe unclert2Jccn must explore eve:r;:rtl1ine:; that it. iG 
necessary to knou • in ordo1· ·�o o1J-;;o.i!l a re2.li::,tic and d�mamic picture of the cituation, 
and also in 01·der to en2.ble the Group of Co-o:rdin2,tion end Synthesis to prcp2.re 2-
prelimina:ry global panoraD2, o"f the Ecd.'iTeri:inc211 basin,- the t-rena.s·· in its evolution 
and the dangers it faces. 

(ii) Terms of reference for tlw e:::,,1crt ::m:cvc::rs

50, The purpose of the terDs of :.•cf0rcnco for the eX]_Jert c1.1.rveys is to em.n'.1.'c tbat the 
studies undertaken by sone -40 c:::�perts f:r-on vai·iou::, Sta.tee of the Hediterro.i.1e,m basin 
are conducted in a standard i'rru.1e..ror�= and follou stam.1arc1 lines of thoucht. '.i.1he 
guide lilies establi-shed -rmot then;forc be included in c!etail in the tcrEJo of ::.•oferoncc 
to be given to the ex-perts. -'�l..__,.,rt f:cor:1 cstablic)1inG the ter.ns of financing 2nd other 
a:crangemcnts for the studies, the::;e te1'□G of reference include a frame1:orl: for analysis 
which is in each case based on a conrnon a9pi-02.ch. 

(iii) Snrvevs conducted 11 in t2nden 11 by one expert fi00□ the South and cne fro□ the llorth

51. This principle, uhich 112.s pro1)osed, cliscusse<I ·a:1d. finally adopted at the
Intergovernmental Meeting held at Split, is desi:rned to take into account organically, 
so to spealc, and from the very outset of the \m:cl: - the probleL1 of econor:1ic disparities 
and cultural differences in the lfodj_ternmoan basin. 

(iv) A series of uorl:in,<:;> seninG,r:::: i'o:c the experts

52. Tua uorking seminars a:i."e i,la...'llled, as follous:

the purpose of the i.riitial seminar is to Jlroviae mi opportunity for 
establishing personc.l contacts bctueen the e::qier-cs ancl the Group of Synthesis 
fro□ the very outset, to initi2:�e conman thinJ�in.:-; on the methods to be used 
and to drau attention to tlw nrulcs of the g2.rne" � 

the seminar for co�pa::tico:;_1 1nu'I)oses is to be helc1 after the expe::cts h.::..vo 
prepared a first clraf-i:; of their study. It is intcndec1 to pror.iote exchonc;es 
of ideas 2nd crosc-qncstioniJ.1c- bctucon e::-:_)ei·ts, 0nd to enable the G1-ouJ_) of 
Synthesis to deteTTlinc the 2.,clc.l.itionnl ,101·k to be lmdertcl-;:en. 

1./ See section IV. 
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53, Each expert will be requi:i.0cic1 to 1,rovide, in accordance Hith a tioct 2.ble, 
three docwnents: 

• an annotated outline of l1ic :::;urvc�0 2.:;poi0t; 

a fmal report, so□e Oj:' 211 of Fhich uill be uicbly circulated, 

The instructions or t2n10 of ::.Tf'ercncc for the surveys 

(a) The table of survc:' to·oi cc

54. The topics for the SUl"Je;-;-::: 112.ve lJeen (P_'Ouped in t1.ro major families, on tl JC basic
Jf = types of :problem oelectecl .for the ctud;,,:. It :oust be und.erctooci that each
3hort title - which mi[Iht cive the ir11Jrccsion th2.t the stucly is to be a sectoral
,tudy - should be considerecl in a systems 211.aly:Jic contcrt. Each su_rvc�r uill thcrefo1·e
Jover both the characteristics of the field beine stu.died 2.nd at t he sam0 tine the
:-clationships betueen that field 211.cl the others.

55. The explanatory schema 11:!.'C/Jcntcd 2.::i t2.b le l is based on the concept of the
ieditcrrc:neru1 ecosystem aG a co::rr.10n li-v-inrr cnvi:i.'Orill.ent. In accordnnce uith t hic
�oncept, the:re are tuo mn.jor conponcntc:

at the base, biolor·icc1.l rcoouTcos: 

Air, soil, water, te·rrcstric:tl flora 211.d fauna (only those on the immedio.t e  
seaboard) and marmc fo.1.ma ancl flora, Fith the eaphasis placed on consunable 
:products and the quo..lit:: of the sea uc.ter; 

. at the aPex, the 1J1�i11cip::-�l l11.1D.2;1 activities: 

In direct relationship uith the licdi·:-0:r-rm1e2..ri ecosystem, 

mdustrialization, includinc.; thcl'r!W.l 2nc1 nucle2,r powe:r stations, 
aericul ture, 1.trb2..11i:z.ation 2�1cL tour is□, shippi.21g, fisheriei:, and aqu<.1.cul tuTe; 

• betueen these tuo cor.1:ponccntG, iolationshino are established 1-1hich c.1etermine
the soci2.l uell-bemc- 2.ml t�1c elJ1,-,_ilib1°iurn of the Ee di terranean.

i6. The task during the first 2_Jl12.se '.Till not be to stucly all these relationships but 
·ather to concentrate on thocc tll2.t C.icturb tl,e livin0 environment uith uhich ue are
:oncernecl, In this way it uill be :possible to c1emonsti-ate the consequencen of these
·elationshi:ps on the livmc- environncnt, ui·�l: the er1p112.ois placed on the cri tic2,l
,.sDects of ,tater oualitv anc.1 no:rinc -,cSO1.ffce r,. On the oa:Jis of the analysis of
·.rends Ill these relationship::;, riropoao.ls c2n then be made to Governnents on courses of
ction to ir.iprove the qualit�T oi' -;;:�:: !Xtril1e cmvironnent 2.nd to ensure increc:.sccl
··eproduction of all its rcconrccs. 'TI1is •.,ill hi3l-1liG�-:!t even further the cowJon conce1'n,
hich is the protection of the lleclite:,__·rnnean.

( 



To.ble 1: 1.fopics of the surveys

WliTUIUi.L EtTVTROIIHEtl'I'S HUMAN AGJ:IVITIES 

Biolo�ical resources: 

1. Water· 8, Industri2.li'.3ation 

2. Soil {") 
/. Urbe.nization 

3. Marine flora anc fauna AgTicul tv.J..'e 
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4. 11.ir

10. 

11. 

12. 

Fisheries and aquaculture 

5. Flora a:i.1.d fauna of the

Mediterranean littoral

Mineral ancl energy resources: 

6.- of the sea-bed and the 

continental shelf 

7.- of the Mediterranean littoral 

Man: 15. DeTiogr2,phy 2.11.d hoal th 

16. Social and cultural environments,

st�ndard of livin6 2..!ld qu2,lity of life

17. Training, inforna.tion and document2.tion

Maritime transport 

Tourism 

Soft technologies 

18, Tr2,Usfer cf 2.pprcpriate technologies and e::-:peri□entation 
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57. Parallel uith the study of thcoc .::celationchi�,s betuGen the main coD::_:>OnGnts of the
Hediterranean ecosysteri, and 11it:1 a vimr to refJ:ecting on the future for the 1m.rpo:::;e of 
selecting courses c.:.' action to be t2.ken nm; in Ol'der to protect the lfodit�rranean basin 
in the long term, it is nGcess2.i·�· to t1J1cl0rtal;:e ourveys on all the human activities 
and biological, mineral a_Yld cner(;';;· reEources in the Mediterranean b2.sin. 

There uill thus be three oets of s1,u•ve,ys: 

- the first centred on environr.'l::?nts c1nd natural resources;

the second centred. on the :-.12.in cooponents of socio-econonic develO!)Yilent
which had a direct ioJ_Jc1,ct on the liv:ing environment i

the third centred on nan (clenog-.c2.:ph�·, st2ndard of living, quality of life,
heal th) and the soci8.l anc1 cultural environment.

(b) Instructions for the surveys

5&. In order to ensure that tl1e uor!c of the fii'st plrn.se is as effective as 11ossib le, 
it· lTOuld seen to be necensa17 to ci·:e each eXJ.}ert a 11set of instructions rr ex:Plaininf;' 
the aspects to be dealt ui th and the ::i,nfo::cmo.tion to be provided. Instructions for the 
surveys on "components of clcvelopr1ent 11

, and also for the surveys on 11characteristics of 
environments", are given bclmr in general termG. A schematic arrangement of the 
instructions for the Ge tuo t�11>es of surveys .is given in table 2. The terns of 
reference for other surveyc aTe annexed to this docUJilent. 

(i) Instructions for 11 cor.monent of clevelom:1ent 11 ::mrve�

59, The terms of refe::;.'ence here relate to tln·ee majoi· questions: 

Hhat are the essential aGiJGcts of t:1e component of development and, on the 
basis of a i,:;.'e lim:inal,y 2,coes:::ncnt, \;:1at are the nature and the intcm:;i ty 
of its relationships uith the envirorn:!lent? 

in this context, ubat trendo and prospects of change can be observed, and 
what are likely to be the concequcnces (:in terns of requirement□ and effects) 
on the envirolli!lent? 

to ,,hat extent are the 2.csur:ptions underl;ting these conclusiono likely to 
be affected by concomitrmt changes in the overall socio-economic oituation 
of the areas studied, in tl1c action of other agents, 2nd in the state of the 
en v ironnent s con ce me a:1 
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The cormoncnt of c1ovclo-oDcnt 2,ll_<i its ::..·cla.tionclli-,)� \!i th the envic-om1ept; 
Prelimin2.ry ob 9rvatio,1s 

60. The objective, duxinG° tlliG first lJl12.sc, :..c to obto.in i.J.1fo::cnatior.. ,.ncl collect
data of a ceneral ana. decci·ipti,,-e no.tlU"8 c'.l1L7.., in o.Culition, to obtc::.in 2n oxpe::..·t
opinion on �ensi tive c:.rea.s 2.21d c;·b·on5 11oint::: of the co1_1pon0nt concernccl, ,,.; 11113 
indicatine its r,12.in 2.opects. 

1.-.fhat is required, hO'iicvo1.·, ic not a r.,oncsT2.IJb-t�'1Je description of a cpeciiic 
activity, since a mere re.Zcrencc tC'> 2. nWJfoe:I- of e::ictinc ct-..icli-3c uoulc1 be cufficient 
for this purpose, it is essential rather to L1efi.J.1e tb::: i,_7.herent d;y11.2I.1ic::: of a 
component of clevelo:rmcnt, its pla.ce in a general :::;rctos cll1a_ the logic of itc 
localization in space. 

t, The expert will al3o spccii�, the relationship:-, bet1.rcen this coraponont ond the 
envirom1ent, and Hill indic2.tc the e;�tent to uhich it has already been involved in the 
continuing process of the tr;;.nsformo.tion of the environnent. In other uord8, it is 
es.sential to cleten,inc the precise point thc,t has oGcn reached i..'1 the historJ of 
the interaction bet\reen the C::_cvelol,DGnt of the b1.�·12 .... ---i activity in queGtion ornl the 
envirorment. This lead3 onC? to rainc -the question of 01-;.e or no:re critical thresholdn 
(unclerstood as the limits 1Je;,ronc1 vhich a !J:c'occsc bccoL1es ir1."eversible), of th<::l criteri2. 
for such thresholds awl of the :pooi tion of c:ert8..ii'l zones and r;1e chanisms in re lat ion 
to them. 

Trends in the evolution of th':! corrlponent ancl ,to 1·elationshi1; -vith the 
environi;1ent 

62. The possible evolution or evolutions of c, coIJlJcmmt depend not only on its
inherent structure, but al:Jo on , .. d..rnultaneous chan,;e:::, in the inte:rnationo..l cconoEic,:
political, and social system in uhich it h�.G its plo .. ce, on changes in other coqJoncnta
and also on scientific and teclmological ev ·lution.

1:There an expert iJ.1.dicates possible trecic1:J in the evolution of a coBponcnt, he 
must also identifJ, each of then il, re lat ion to the others; he r1ust indicate uhich 
is the uost probable ti,enc-:. mic1. r.mst nentioL tl1<c; -i,-_to1."nal ancl e:,;te:::11.u.l �-GSurlptionc 
on ·\·Jhich e2.ch forecast is □D.sccl. 

11 ·or �a.ch of thece forcca:::tc of chcll1Ge, G:.." 2.t 102.:;t for tbat \·:hich he recard.c 
as the most plausible, the c::::pcrt ::mst inclic2.te uh2.t this change will call for or 
imply in terms of reccou::.."::;cr:, both qu..<1.lit;:-.ti0113ly 2nd. qne.ntikctively. 
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63. At the same time, it 11ill b8 necessary to deteroine the forese-22..i::le effeets of the
evolution of this cormonent on "environoents" as defined. else,1he>re (s::il and la:1.ds npes,
water and deltas, sea� be2,lth co::iditio::is, fau:.1.a ::-..nd flon;, ... ). L,i pa:::-ticula:r, it is
important to kno,1 the exti:mt to t·Jhich ea.ch of il1ese c11a.vigcs will brin.5 nearer or drive 
further away, tlie critical thresholds be;r:md whicll ti1e procesn of tr2.n.sfom2.tion of all 
or p�rt of the ecosystem becomes irr�versible. 

64. In this general conte::t of the 2:nalysis of �irocesses of change in. -tl:e relationships
be t11een a particular deve J.opment cmnponent ancl its enviro1men t, the 8)..'3)ert may be led to
suggest a number of possible crisis themes or contrasting scenarios ,/hich will be taken
Ul) in the second phase of the project.

At the same time, the expert �ill attempt to identify and list ideas for courses of 
action in the light of Hhat, in_ his view, must be preserved in order to avoid going· 
beyond ,-1hat be regards as a critical thresholcl. 

The3e ideas on courses of action, even if partial and relative, should indicate 
,,.,here and how action should be taken. These elements ,1ill be helpful in outlining a 
preliminaI"J spatialized system for intervention in processes affecti�g the e�vironment. 

Extent to 1•1hich assumntions are 2,ffected by other factors 

65, It has already been pointed out that any cl1w.ge envisaged in a component of 
development depends on a number of assumptions. The e�--pert must therefore ask himself 
-whether these assum]).tions are Hell-founded: 

in the light of the socio-eoonomic features of the zones s�udied, development of 
areas of activity being only one element in an economic and social development 
strategy; 

in the light of the action of other agants. SevGral LTi_'.m2..n activities can 
compete ecolc _;ically both in terr,is o:._ requirements and _:_r._ te:r::'.ls of effe9ts on 
the environment, and resou:cces which are scaTc:.3 then oecome s,.: ;nc--:_-JJ· sou_ght-after 
prizes ,,hich may have to be allocated by arbitrationi 

in the light of the reactions of environments which are subject to the demands 
of the development of human activities. These environments rh2.nge a.,,_d_ may in 
the long term constitute a 11e,-1 context affccti..'"1g this develo:9-:::-:ent. 

The natu::'.:'e of this retroactive effect of the environment, a.11d tl ie time it takes to 
develop should also be specified. 

(ii) Lnstructions for the 11env-; ronment" surveys 

66. In the ver;/ ,,1ido range of problems covered, the concept 0f the er:vironmen� is used
in a rather wide sense, embracing man and his activities. In this context, the
environments which are affected by developments C'f hum2.,n activity ire ".he Hedi terranean
do not have their own 'inherent and independent dynamics, \·Jhose direc'ti::m and forms might
be assessed by simulating their total independence from other elerier_ts cf the global
ecological system in the Nedi terranean. The environ:nent is, at any given moment, ••Jha t
man makes of it; and changes in it 2_re .:icrel;y ti1e result of the action of different
agents on a number of equilibria ,�hicn in tbeoselveG have changed little or not at all
in the course of human history.
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67. ,The purpose of the exuert's work is therefore not so much to describe the state cf
the various factors r,onsti tutir.g an environment (reference to ·�xis ting ecclogical
studies would be suf icient for this purpose _, as to rcnsider tl1e environment a oupport
for and a stake in various activities a.�d to identify sensitive are�s -- or areas in
which existing equilibria are likely to be disrupted - by tracing the main lines of the
establishment of new equili1J:ria or d.isequilibria. Ia.8ntification ,:-f the factors of
change is therefore rne of the main tasks of the expert.

The uresent situation and its histori-::al backaround 

68. In this first stage, the existing situation of the environment in question and the
ongoing processes should be described., and some indications should be given regc:1.rding
the genesis of this si tua ticn - i.e., the marm.er in i·Jl-.ich this environment has
a· -pted to and has beer, :nodified by man's activities and by changes in ot11er
e_ ironments. This history may be long, in view of the time involved in certain
ecological changes. It can be used to prepare a preliminarJ outline of relationships
between the environment a..TJ.d other elements of the erosystern.

Sensitive areas a_TJ.d possible changes 

69. Sensitive areas na;::,' be geographical zones or mechanisms ,,hich are not spe1Jifically
loralized (for example, the interactions between several sources of pollution which
produce cumulative phi::momena vii th a multiplier ei'fect). It is important that the expert
should give the reasons for this 11sensi tivi ty" and should offer some idea of the margin
of manoeuvre available.

70. On the basis of the present situation and its trends, ·and ta.�ing into account the
sensitive areas identified, possible changes in the environment should then be
considered in the light of the assumptions that oan be rnad.e on the extent to which it
will be used for huc1a.n activities in the future, or to whir.h it will be affected by the
fall-out from such acti�n on other environments. �hese changes must be evaluated
qu"utitatively, wher pcssible, and also qua: . .i.tatively.

71. These variou3 ass'..lrnptions and the fc,recasts of change based on eat.:h of them must be
tested by the expert, particularly by reference to the trends at·�resent observed in the
for.:n and orientation 0f EJn.n-1 s action on -the cnvironr.1ent. It must be possible to
describe and distingJ.ish between movements whicr. seem bou.,.'1d to develop in any caBe a.---id
those which are linl:eci to a greater extent with one or· another form or intensity of
r.ut;Jan actiorL.

72. The expert ,iill e.lso be required to establish a list of courses of actions which
can be envisaged:

the courses cf a�tions must be designec to preserve what c2.n be preserved or, 
whenever possible, to improve the quality (or th8 quantity) of the environment 
studied, regar-llc:ss of an;f phi1csop1-:y concerr:ing the environment, Le. reg2.ra.less 
whether the Ecr.vironment is viewed as a stabilizing factor to be preserved in 
itself and a ��icri, or as a resource whose exploitation should be continued, or 
as a potential r�source for whicb the possibilities of eventual eA-ploitaticn 
must be safeguarded, 
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cno ap:)r::iach to b8 Pnvi.2ci.0·ed., tl1e�refore, ,1culr. be to s:;ieeify tbe thresholds of 
degTadation °1hicb must no.; be rear:h'.}ct, T},i.:.: negative objective (the limits 
',?hioh muot ,10t be gone oeycmd) can then be t�l:e:r: as c:. basis for proposin.g 
rem8di2.l actisn in rteS_:_1ect of ongoi�,g processes or control procedures to prevent 
sue� processes from .. beinb st2.rted. 

73, In accqrdance with the mission entrusted to it by its ·Governing Council and by the. 
Governments 'of the Coastal States: of the rledite:::-r:m.e.3.n at the Intergovernmental 
Heeting·s held in Barcelona in 1975, and in Split in 1977, illr2P is responsible for
supervising·1the implementation cf the Blue Plar.. 2.s an activity ,,1bich is part of the·
Mediterranean Action Plan (IiL.IU'). It co-ordinates tbe activities of the Blue Plan witb 
other activities of the I'-1AP. 

; 

B. The Blue Plan secret�riat

74, This is the organ responsi-ble for the actual implementation of the Blue Plan. It 
is the co-ordinator 'of ail the activities relating to the Blue Plan. It is·responsible 
for ¥1e eoliection, centralization and dissemination of infcrr:Jation on the Blue Plan. 

C. �he Group of Cc-ord1na tion and Synthesis

i· i
75. �his Group is �ttached to the Blue Plan secretariat. It proposes the concepts and
methods for impl,em_enting the _!3,ctivi ties cf the Blue Plan. It is responsible for the
co-ordination, {allow-up and-continuous evaluation of the implementation of the
activities of the Blue Plan and of their results. It assists in the planning and
organization of :training· courses and s2rninars. It is responsible for consolidating the
infomation collected and the expert surveys relating to the Blue Plan.

D. The Scientific Adviso:qr Cc·J.r.cil

76. A Scientific Adviscry Cbuncil consis.ting of high-level experts from all
Medi terr2-Dean coun ti"ies • may be c.onvened on-·a.rr 2.d hc-·c • basis "co ·give a..TJ. opinion on the
activities of the Bh�e Plan.

E. National focal noints

77. The irr!portance of national focal points 1·1as stressed at_ the Intergovernmental
i1eeting held at Split. 1/ The fecal organizatior: is the national organ for
co-ordinating the activities relating to bott the Blue Plan and the Priority Actions
Programme. The meeting eonsider�d it desirable.that this org;m should be part cf or

Q/ See documents t:::;;p/J::G.5/5, paras. 13-15 and l!ITEP/IG.5/7, 
l�lEP/IG.11/3, annex IV. Fer illlistration, see �hart 2.

2./ Document UHEP/IG. 5/7, �ara. 56. 
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attached to a ministerial or interrninisterial organ at the highest possible level in the 
institutional structure of the Government, and that it should be able effectively to 
ensUTe co-ordinatic-_ between national adminj_strations and the 'Jrganizations associated 
in the execution of the programme, and also co-ordination with other internaticnal 
organizations pursuing the same ends. 

F. Experts a_nd institutions

78. National experts and institutions participating in the implementation of the Blue
Plan are appointed by the national focal point or, where appropriate, by the Elue Plan
secretariat in consultation with the fo ,al point of the country concerned. They may
also be seconded to the Blue Plan secretariat by the Government concerned.

G. Organizations of the United Nations System and regional intergovernmental
organizations

79. In accordance ,1i th the general principles approved by the Meeting at Split, the
Blue Plan is being implemented in co-operation with organizations of the United Nations
system and the regional intergovernQental organizations concerned. The Executive
Director of UNEP may also enlist the co-operation of competent and concerned
non-governmental organizations. lQ/

lQ/ Document UNEP/IG.5/7, para. 44.3,
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