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1. At the Intergovernmental Consultation conce:rning a Draft Protocol £or the Protection
of the Mediterranean Sea 21.gainst Pallu.tion·f.rom'La.nd-Baoed Sources, Athene,
7-11 Feb:ruar;y.1977, the Executive Directer 0£ UMi:P was requested to convene a second
intereovernmental conaul ta.ti on for the purpose of continttl� negotiations towards a draft
protocol and to pre:.Jent the results of the second inter.g·oval'!lmental consul t�tio:o. to the
Intergovernmental. Review Meeting or l:f.edi terranean Coastal States en the Medi te:rranean
A.ction Plan in Monaco in January 1978. In response to this request, and at the kind
invitation or the Government.of Italy, the Exec�tivc Director conve11ed the second
Intergovernmantal Consultation concerning a draft Protocol for the Protection 0£ the
Mediter%'2llean Sea against Pollution fl�c� !£nd-Based Sources in Venice fl-om
17 to 21 October 1977.

A. ttendance 

2. The meeting was attended by :representatives 0£ thirteen Medi tarronea.n coastal
Sta. 3t the European Economic Community, four•United Nations bodies and specialized
agencies, two intergovernmental and nor�vernmental organizations and one observer
State. A list of participants is attached a.s Annex I to this report.

Onenir,.2 of the Meeting (ag-enda item 1) 

3. The open:i.JlE' ceremony was presided over by Sena.tor Augusto P:remoli, who welcomed
participant� to Venice o� behalf of the Government of Italy.

4. Senator Premoli also expressed. "lihe special interest 0£ his Gove...-nment in protecti.n@
the Mediterranerui Se.i, ruid in particular, he noted hio country's participation in
ac�ivities related to the Mediterranean Action Plan• the Ri\Mcx;E project and to the
Italo-Yugoslav Adriatic Co-operation Prog!'amllle.
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5, Senat:,r Premoli introduced M:r. Mario Rigo, the Mayor of Venice, vrho spoke on 1ieh.'1.li 
of the City in welcoming the delegates to the meeting, The Mayor stated that the 
Madi terranean Actine1 Plan was in close harmc>cy with Venice's '.'.''11!l activities and proer=e 
;for protecting the environment in that it sought to reconcile economic and social needs 
with the nrotection of man's natural heritage. Mr. Rigo enrohasized the importance 
inter=ti�na.l actions :tu,,ve in supporting and co-ordinating local and national andeavours. 

6. Senator Premoli then introduced Mr. Adol.fo Molinari, Regional Ecology Adviser, who
addressed tb.e Consultation on behalf of the Regional Board of Venice. Mr, Molinari
remarked tbn. t Venice ,ms a p,;;:•,;irularly appropriate setting for a meeting on the protection ,
of the sea, since the city lived both in the sea and from the sea. He briefly outlined
the region's past efforts to protect the l./Jediterranean and expressed the hope tru,..t the
Mediterranean �ction Plan would serve as a model f or protecting all other seas.

7. The meeting was then addressed by Hr. Ernesto Talentino, the D eputy
Secretary General of t he Fondazione Giorgio Cini. Mr. Talentino referred to the
Foundation's long tradition in hosting meetings dealil1€ with environmental matters, and
he wished the pe.rticipants great success in their deliberations.

8, In conclusion, Dr, S. Keckes of DJllEP welcomed the participants on belu,.lf of 
Dr. Most.a.fa. K. Tolba, Executive ilirector cf 111�, and thc,nked the Government 0£ Ite.ly 
for its hospitality in hosti!J€ the meeting. Dr. Keckes briefly reviewed the achievements 
that have been made under the Action Plan since it was adopted in Barcelona in 
February 1975. He expressed tho hope of the Executive Director that the Venice 
Consultation would be able to produce a draft protocol for presentation to the 
Intergovernmental Review Meeting to be convened by UNEP :f'r-1m 9 to lt, January 1978 in 
Monaco, If this coul(l 'oe :,.ccomplished, it was hoped t.lmt during the Monaco meeting 
discussions would be held which wou.ld lead to a final text 0£ the Protocol. Subsequently. 
UNEl? would convene a short diplom..1.tic conference for the ::iigning of the Protocol later 
in 1978. 

Election of ChaiJ:irum and Vice-Chairmen (agend.c1. item 2) 

9. The meeting nnanimnusly e lected the followiJ:1€ officers:

�: Mr, Alberto Sciolla 1'1.grange (Italy) 

Vice-Ch.a.irma.n: Mr. Mohamed !Colai (,Ugeria) 
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Bosko Petrik (Yugoslavia) 

Rules of Procedure (agenda iter.i 3) 

10. The meeting adopted the rules of procedure of the Ul!EP Governing Council mutatis
mutandis as provided for in Rule 62 of those rules (UNEP/GC/3/Rev.l).

Adoption of the A�enda (agenda item 4) 

11, The meeting adopted the agenda as set forth in Annex II to this report. 
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12. It was agreed that the rrork of the meeting should be ca.n�ied out primarily in·
plenary. In adclition,-it was decided to establish a Drafting Committee whose task would
be to produce� prel.ininary draft protocol based on the discussions in plenary relating
to the Principles set forth in document UNEP/IG.9/3. Mr. M. Surbiguet (France) was named
Chairman of the Drafting Co!!ml.i.ttee.

Review of Princi les recommended for Inclusion in the Dreft Protocol for the Protection 
of the Mediterranean Sea a�ainst Pollution from La.nd-Based Sources agenda item 6 

13., The principles contained in document utlEP/IG.9/3 were first examined by the Plenary. 
Thereafter, they were referred to the Drafting Committee. The Drafting Committee 
examined the principles and, in the light of the comments that had been made durin8 the 
plenary meetings, prepared a preliminary text of a draft Protocol. This preliminary text 
(Annex III) was briefly reviewed by the meeting, and comments made with regard to ·specific 
a �cles are noted below. Square brackets have been put round articles or clauses th.J.t 
were not acceptable to all dclegetions. 

14. The plenary noted that the preliminary draft Protocol as prepared by the Drafting
Committee was in French. Therefore, the French text was to be considered as the original
version when comparing any discrepancies that .(llight appear in the other three languages.

Article 2 

15. One delegation SU8'gested that the reference to the Area should include the
qualification "up to the freshwater limit". other delegations felt that this limi ta'tion·
was adequately covered.by �trticle 4 .

.Article 3 

16. SeveraJ. delegations proposed that par8t,ai-aph (c) shoul.d be amended to include
"surface ,raters and groundwater".

1- One deleeation requested that para.graph 2 include the qualification to the te�
11 1----"ed man-made off-shore structures" which had appeared in the principle: e.g. "and
which serve purposes other tl'..c'Ul the exploration and exploitation of mineral resources
in the sea.", It wa.s also requested th2.t this paragraph remain in brackets o.nd a
definition of "fixed man-made structures" be included in Article 4 because of the
importance which the provision could have for the technical annexes.

Article 4

18. One delegation proposed that subparagraphs (a) and (b) should be merged into a
single paragraph inan effort to meet the concerns expressed about defining 11fresh.w2.ter
limit" when that term was no longer contained in Article 2 (Coverage). The meeting felt
that that proposal could provide a possible solution to the problem.



l9. It m:?.S noted that the definition contained in subparagraph (c) remained 
=atisfactory for m.'1.Ily of the dclee;utions and should be the subject of s1aidy before the 
1erl meeting· on the :lraft Protocol. One delGgation expressed :Lts intention to submit 
;uggestions for the moc.ification of that subparagraph to the next meeting. Another 
ielegation proposed the addition of the .. ords 11,7hich would co=espond to one of the 
following cases" after the worcl_ "purpose" in the first line of subparagraph ( c). The 
3ecreturiat was asked to review.that definition with a view to clarifying the text before 
bhe next meeting. 

20. One delegation requested that a definition: of "fixed man-made struct"ures" be
Lncluded in Article 4.

21. One delegation also sug·gested that a definition of "discharge" should be included in
l.rticle 4,

�rticle 5 

22·. A consensus was reached on the use of the tenn "pollution from existing sources". 

23 .. In respect of Article 5 certain delegations supported the proposal to insert an 
additional paragraph as follows: 

!'lrticle 6. 

"The Parties shall endeavour to attain the objectives laid 
down in Article 6 within a time-limit to be agreed during 
the formulation of these progra=cs." 

24. One delegation proposed the addition of the words "including environmental impact
assessments" after the word "measures" in paragraph l cf Article 6.

25. Another delegation requested that the "Thole of Article 6, and not just paragraph l,
be left between braclcets, Consensus was reached on deleting the words between brackets
in paragraph 2,

Article 8 

26. One delegation requested that paragraph 2 be kept between brackets, since it was
closely linked to Annex III, on which no final consensus had been reached. It was also
suggested that a definition and clarification of the term "licence" would be needed
before that paragraph could be adopted,

Articles 5
1 

6
1 

7 and 8 

27, One delegation reserved its right to propose a total restructuring of articles 5, 6, 
7 and 8 at the next meeting, It was suggested that the substance of those articles 
should be contained in only two articles which focused on the substances contained in 
Annex I and the substances contained in Annex II. If it was net acceptable to restructure­
the articles, then the delegation would propose that the existing text should be 
re-ordered so that Articles 7 a.'lcl 8 would appear before Articles 5 and 6. 
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28. The Dr2.fti11g Committee bro-1ght to the ::i.ttention of the plenary its concern that
para.g:raph 2 of Article 9 was repetitious and needed to be redrafted more precisely.

29. One delegation requested tlw.t, in the English text, the f.:..nal words read: 11the
local environmental capacity of the marine environment", as it ,;.aG agreed at the Athens
consultation. Certain delegations expressed. reservaticns regarding the inclusion of
that phrase.

30. Ot�1er delegations suggested th.at the reference to "the economic capacity of the
Parties and their nee<l. for eco11omic development" uould lead to undesirable disparities
in the applic�tion of the Protocol.

31. It was proposed that a reference to the need for standardization of measuring
methods and intercalibration should be included in .Article 9.

•.. Another delegation did not feel that the new drafting sufficiently reflected an 
,..arlier proposal that md been adopted by the plenary, 2 . .nd proposed that a new. .. __ _ 
subparagraph should be addecl to paragrc:.ph 1 v1h.ich vmuld read: 

Article 11 

"(f) the best available treat:ci.ent :nethods for each class of 
agTicultural, I!lunicipal, 2nd industrial sources." 

.J)• One delegation requested that ai�ticle 11 begin with the words "With a view to 
i.mpl0menting the Protocol 8,nd within the framework ... 11• 

34. One delegation suggested that the words at prese11t oetween brackets in
subpaxG.grc:.ph {a) ·should be included a.s a separate subparagraph to be inserted before·
the existing subparagTaphs(a) and (o). Another delegation proposed that the
subparagraph in question sholtld 'be included under e�ticle 5.

35. One delegation pro:po.sed that the verb "to -estimate" which appears in brackets
-)1ould be repl2,ced by the verb "to assess11• 

Article 13. 

36. It was agreecl that in the second paragraph of article lj the term 11 0n a. favourable
financial hasis" should be iuclucled between braclcets.

Article 14 

37. One delegation reserved the right to present further amendments to this article at
the next meeting in order to avoid lessening the-obligation of Parties under paragTaph 1
and suggested that paragTaph 2 should contain a. reference to the possible need for
bilateral consultations between a State Party to the Protocol .o.nd neighbouring non-Pe.rty
States.
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Article l'i 

3a. It W/2.s broll€ht to the attention of "foe plenery that, aft2r long discussions, the 
Dl·ai'ting Comu.ittee had agreed that Article 15 neec.od further study and that b:ra.ckets 
had remained in the text in order to provoke further thought. The Dra.f'tir.g Co=ittee 
hed not included a reference in the Article to Article:i 12 and 22 of the Barcelona. 
Convention since, as specified 1n Article 19, paragraph l of the draft Protocol, the 
provisions of the Convention relating to any Protocol applied with respect to the 
Protocol on land-based sources. Therefore, it was not necessarJ to repeat the provisions 
of .Articles 12 and 22 of the Convention in the Protocol. 

39. One delegation requested that Article 15 remcin in brackets.

40. ii.nether delegation suggested tlw.t th0 origiru:.l text of this article as contained
in Principle 13 of document Ui!EP/IG,9/3 be reconsidered when this article is discussed
at the next meeting,

Article 16 

41, It was agreed that references should be included without brackets in paragraph 1 
to Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 15.

Article 17 

42, Subparagraph 2(c) was harmonized with Article 5. 

Article 18 

43. The Drafting Ca=ittee noted that this article had been kept between brackets,
since it had not been decided what majority of the Parties would be required to =end
the .Annexes to the Protocol.

44, It was reco!llllles,ded that on the basis of the text in Annex III and the comments set 
out above a linguistically improved draft should be prepared by the Secretariat for 
submission to the intergovernmental meeting in Monaco, January 1976. 

Review of Revised Technical A.'lllexes recommended for Inclusion in the Draft Protocol 
for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea a inst Pollution from Land-B�sed Som.·ces 
agenda. item. 7 

45, The technical annexes set forth in document UNEP/IG.9/4 were considered by the 
meeting, The meeting recalled tl:iat those a.r.nexes had been reviewed at several meetings 
of experts, and noted the recommendations of the experts e.s presented in the Report of 
the Meeting of Experts an Pollutants from land-:Baseo. Sources, Geneva, 
19-24 September 1977 (mIEP/IG.9/INF,4). The technic2.l annexes as accepted. by the
meeting are contained in the preliminary draft protocol set f�rth in Annex III to this
report, As in the :nain body of the draft protocol, squ.".re bracl::ets h::>.ve been put round
paragraph□ or clauses that were not adopted by all delegntion.s. Comments made with
regard to specific points in the annexes a.re noteo. below.
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46. The meeting noted with satisfaction the information by the Secretariat that hazard
profiles of substances listed in the annexes were being prepared in co-operation with
.competent international organizations. The offer made by the European Economic Community
to supply the Secretariat with the technical data which had been compiled with regard
to "the Council directive of 4 May 1976 on Pollution caused by Certain ])angerous
Substances ])ischa:rged into the Aquatic Environment of the Community'' was accepted by the
delegations. The meeting recognized that it would be useful for future deliberations
concerning the teclmical annexes if Governments could obtain as complete data as
:possible on the substances proposed in the annexes, and requested the Secretariat to
improve the quail ty of information on the basis of which specific decisions relating to
substances listed in Annexes I and II could be taken.

An."1.e:x: I. A.6 

47. While there was a consensus that "used lubricating oils" should be included in
·.iex I, it was not :possible to reach a consensus on the precise dxafting of the first•

J:'dXt of subpa.ragraphA.6. So1De delegations felt that there was no objective, scientific 
method available for classifying petroleum hydrocarbons as persistent or non-persistent, 
and it was therefore sugg-ested that all such hydxoca.rbons except "used lubricating 
oi'ls" should be placed in Annex II. One delegation reserved its position on that point, 
since it was closely linked to paragraph 2 of .Article 3 of the dxaf't protocol, at 
present in brackets. 

Annex I. A.7 

48. One delegation felt that this subparagraph needed further clarification and
discussion before it could be adopted. Several proposals were made in an effort to
clarify the text: one delegation proposed the addition of the word "solid" before
"synthetic materia.ls 11

; another delegation proposed the insertio.n of "in particular
plastics". There was no consensus on either proposal.

Annex I. A.8 

"l'.l. While the majority of delegations agreed to the inclusion of this subparagraph in 
. .:iex I, it was not possible to reach an agTeement on the precise drafting of the text. 
One delegation, however, requested the other delegations to reconsider, in the period 
before the Mmaco meeting, the advisability of maintaining the substances refer.red to in 
subparagraph A.a in the technical annexes, since it did not feel that the:u- inclusion 
was based on objective scientific evidence. 

Annex I. A.9 

50. Although there was a consensus that radioactive discharges should be included in
Annex I to the dxaft Protocol, the meeting could not agree on the formulation of a
text. Several proposals were made; they are reflected in the four alternatives
:presented in the pro:posed text. The meeting requested the delegations which had made
those pro-posals to submit a written explanation of their sugg-estions for consideration
at the Mmaco meeting. The IAEA was also requested to subl!li t a written statement of
the Agency's views on subpa:ragraph A,. 9.
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nnex I. B

il. A.f.ter delib_er1ctions on this paragraph, the meeting was urui.ble to adopt a single 
,roposal. Certain delegations favoured maintai�ng the paragraph. Some deleg2.tions 
,uggested the deletion of the entire paragraph,- since Art:i,cJe 7 of the draf't Protocol 
;ufficiently cov,a'red the substantive points of the paragraph, wb.ich was therefore 
�edlllldant; Other delegations felt it would be useful to maintai:n the first sentence 
lnly. Still other delegations proposed that the first sentence should be deleted and 
;he rest of the paragraph retained as am.ended and set forth- in Annex III to this repo:r-t. 
,11 delegations agreed that the term "trace contaminants." was difficult to define and 
ihould be avoided in the text. 

lnnex II. A.4 

52. In the light of the discussions on subparagraph A, 6 of Anne:,r I and the lack of
,.greement on that subparag:ra:gh, it was a.greed that subparagraph A,4 of Annex II should
�amain in brackets, since the two were closely linked.

�x II. A.7 

53,. As ha.d.previously been pointed out at the September meeting of e:xperts in Geneva, 
the introduction of "inorganic compowids of phosphorus and elemental phosphorus" into 
the marine enviroment is hazardous only for some subregions of the. Medi,terranean 
where eutrophication is a problem. Since the meeting did not unanimously agree to 
lllaintain these substances in Annex II, the subparag:raph was placed in brackets. 

Annex II. A,10 

54, Since this subparagraph is closely linked to subparagTaph 9 of Annex I, on which 
no agreement was reached, A.lo of Annex II was placed between brackets. 

Annex II. A.12 

55. Several delegations felt that the formulation 0£ this subparagraph was.unclear,
and its inclusion could not be suppi:irted by an objective scientific explanation. It
;ra.s therefore left in brackets.

A.ri.nex II. A

56, One delega.tion-7:iroposed that an additional paragraph be included in.Annex II, 
Section A, as follows: 

"Substances wh ich wi thont having toxic effects may be deleterioU:s:.:: •• •• 
on account of the concentrations or c;uanti ties in which they a:re . 
discharged, especially residues from aluminium, ti tanilllll and 
phosphoric acid industries." 

Ar.nex II. B 

57. It was agreed that the formulation of tJ:,.is pare.sraph should correspond to the
formulation of paragraph B of Ari.nex I.
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58. While discussing Section C of Annex III, one delegation raised the question of
whether the Protocol required national authorities to issue licences for d.ischa.rges
which reached the marine environment indirectly, for example through rivers. If such
were the case, the delegation suggested that it would be necessary to add a new section
to Annex III concerning the criteria to be applied when authorizing the emission of
dische.rges into rivers. The meeting aSTeed that this was a serious matter of substance
relating to the interpretation of the draft Protocol, and it should be considered
carefully at the next intergovernmental meeting.

59. After the meeting had concluded its consideration of the technical annexes, it
was generally agreed that a gTeat deal of work remained before the annexes could be
adopted in final fa:c,n. The Secretariat was requested to ensure th�t 2.lllple time was set
aside at the next intergovernmental �eeting for consideration of the annexes. It was
s1J€gested that at the Mona.co meeting the technical annexes should be discussed before
the draft protocol.

cher Business (agenda item 8) 

60. Under this a.send.a item a question was raised concerning the future work to be
undertaken with regard to the tlraft Protocol. It was agreed that there was not
sufficient time before the Monaco intergovernmental review meeting to convene another
intergovernmental consultation; however, it was suggested that the Secretariat, in
cousultation with the Government of Monaco, try to organize infonnal consultations
immediately preceding the intergovernmental meetil1€' in January. The consultation also
noted that it would be useful for delegations to receive documentation for the Monaco
meeting as soon as possible. All delegations were urged to stimulate preparatory work
within their Governments so that delegatio ... 1s would came to the next meeting with well
prepared positions.

61. The Secretariat was req,uested to use appropriate means to hannonize linguistically
the f�ur language versions of the draft Protocol.

Adoption of Renert (agenda item 9) 

, .• The report of the meeting was adopted on 21 October 1977.

Closure of the Consultation (agenda i·tem 10) 

63. The meeting eXIJressed its deep appreciation and gratitude for the courtesy and
generous hospitality extended by the Government of Italy and the City of Venice tQ the
members of the delegations, observers and the secretariat attending the Conference, a.nd
it agreed that the efforts which had been made by the Government of Italy and the
authorities of Venice in providing facilities, premises and other resources had
contributed significantly to the smooth conduct of its proceedines.

64. The meeting was closed on 21 October 1977 by the Chairman, who thanked all the
delegations for the co-operative spirit in which they h�d participated in the meeting.
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Original: FBIDTCH 

PRELJMillARY DRA.Pl1 PROTOCOL FOR TEE PROTECTIOM 
OF THE MEDITERRAIIT:An SEA AGAilTST POLLUTION 

FROM LAl:lD-BASED SOURCES 

Article 1. General objective 

The Contracting·Parties to this Protocol (hereinafter referred to as "the Parties") 
shall take all appropriate measures to prevent, abate and combat pollution �f the 
Mediterranean Sea Area caused "by discharges from rivers, coastal establishments or 
outfalls, or emanating from any other land-based sources within their territories . 

.Article 2. Cover� 

The area to which this Protocol applies (hereinafter referred to as the "Protocol 
Area 11 ) shall be the Hedi terranean S�a Area as defi.'led in article 1 of the Convet\tion for 
the Protection of the Hediterranean Sea against Pollution; it shall also include coastal 
internal waters·. 

Article 3. Scope 

1. The Protocol shall ap�ly to all. polluting discharges reaching the Protocol Area
from the territories of the Parties:

(a) 

(b) 

directly· ·from the coast through coastal dUl!l!)ing or from coastal 
establishments or dutf�lls; 

through run-off; 

(c) t�ough rivers, canals and other watercourses;

[(d) through the atmosphere (wherever this is specified in the Protocol or in 
any annex thereto).] 

2. The Protocol shall also a�ply to fixed man-made off-shore structures ·under the
jurisdiction of a Party.

Article 4; Def'ini tions. 

For the purposes of this Protocol: 

(a.) "co,:1:stal internal waters" means the •:taters on the landwa:rd side of the 
base·lines from which the bread.th of the territorial sea-is I!leasured 
a.rra extending, in the ca.se of watercourses, up to the f=eshwa ter limit; 

(b) "freshwater limit 11 means the place in the watercourse where, at low
tides and in a period of low freshwater flow, there is an ap,reciable
increase in salinity due to the presence of sea-water;
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[(c) "new installation" means any establishment used for any purpose: 

(i) for which a building contract or construction permit has
been signed, or construction or works have begun, within
from the entry into force of the Protocol;

or 

(ii) for which construction or works have not been completed three
years after the entry into force of the Protocol.

Extensions or conversions of existing installations resulting in an 
increase of more than 25 per cent in production capacity or the amount 
of waste discharged, or in a change in the nature of the discharges, 
shall also be considered as new installations. J; 

(d) "Organization" means the body refe=ed to in article 13 of the
Convention.

Article 5. Reduction of pollution from existing sources 

1. The Parties shall formulate and adopt programmes for the progressive reduction of
pollution from e;dsting land-based souxces aimed at protecting and improving the quality
of the marine environment and ca=ied out in accordance with a time-table agreed upon by
the Parties.

Article 6. Discharges from new installations 

[1. The Parties shall implement, jointly or individually, the programmes and measuxes 
necessary to ensure that wastes reaching the Protocol Area from new installations are 
discharged in such a manner or, as necessary, after such treatment as to avoid 
deleterious effects on the marine environment which interfere with any existing or 
foreseeable legitimate uses.] 

[2. The application of this provision shall not permit the implementation of measures 
less stringent than those prescribed in articles 7 and 8 below.] 

Article 7. Substances listed in a.,me,� I 

1. The Parties shall adept strict measuxes in order to eliminate .pollution cf the
Protocol Axea from land-based souxces by the substa:no:Bs listed in annex I. To this end
they shall formulate, jointly er individually as appropriate, programmes and measuxes to
ensure such elimination, if necessary in stages.

2, The Parties shall, within a period of ... years from the date of entry into force 
of the Protocol, prepare and adept a time-table for the application cf standards for 
emissions and/or standards of use as appropriate. The standaxds and time-table shall be 
fixed by common agreement and periodically reviewed for each of the substances listed in 
a.nnex I. 

Article 8. Substances list�d in annex II 

1. The Parties shall combat and strictly limit pollution from la.,d-based souxces in the
Protocol Area by substances listed in an.ne,c II. They shall formulate, jointly or
individually as appropriate, programmes and iraplement measuxes towards this end.
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[2, Discharges of these subst2.I1ces shall be s0 ,b.ject to the issue by the c·ompetent 
national authorities of a licence which ta.kes the criteria laid. dmm i::i annex :I;II into 
account.]· 

.Article 9. Common guidelines
2 

criteria or standards 

l. The Parties shall progressively formulate and ado�t, in co-o�eration with the
·competent international organizations, common guidelines, criteria er standards dealing,
inter alia, with.;

(a) the length, depth and position of pipeliries· for coz.stc'.l outfalls;·.
taking into account, inter alia, the �ethods used for prior treatmer.t
of effluents;

(b} special requirements for effluents requiring separate treatment; 

(c) the quality of sea-water used for specific purposes that is necessary
for .th�. prot_ec,ti�:m pf h"..ll!lan h�al th, living resources and ecosystems;

(d) the control and progressive revlacement of products, installations
and industrial and other processes causing significant pollution of
the marine environment;

(e) spe�ial requirements concerni.�g the quantities discharged of the
substances referred to in annexes I and II, their concentration in
effluents and �ethods of discharging them.

2. Without prejudice to the previsions of article 7, such common guidelines, criteria
or standards shall take intc account subregional features, local geographical a.nd
physical characteristics, the eco�omic capacity of the Parties and their need for
economic development, the level of existin,g !_:>ollution and the local absorptive capacity
cf the marine environment.

3. The common guidelines, criteria or standards shall be adopted.in the for!!l either
of recommended :practices or of provisions ihcol"!_Jo.ra ted in antrexes to the Protocol.

Article 10. Specially protecteQ areas 

The Parties shall ta.lee a�propriate measures (such �s the establishment of marine 
parks) to prctect to the greatest extent possible from 2ny land-based pollution certain 
areas selected because of -particul�r ecological conditions. 

Article 7 l. Noni toring 

Withi..� the framework of the monitoring programmes provided for in article 10 of the 
Convention, and if necessa....--y in co-operation with the col!lpetent international 
organizations, the Parties shall carry out at the earliest pos•sible date monitoring 
activities in. order: 

(a) systematically to assess, c!'.s far as possible, e=i.d :periodically to provide
i.nf9rmation on the levels of pollTition along their co6sts [and to
estimate the quantitie.s of pollutants discharged from their coastlines],
in particular with regrtrd to the substances listed in annexes I ancl. II;

(b) to evaluate the effects of measures to reduce pollution of the marine
environment tal�en under the Protocol.
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Article 12. Scientific and tecb.�olo;!'ical co-oneration 

In conformity -.,::. th article 11 of the Cc:r.enti.on; the Parties shall .,o-op'erate as 
far as possible in scientific and technological fields related to pollution from land­
based sources, including research on inputs, pathways and effects of pollutants and on 
the development of new methods for the treatment, elimination or reduction of such 
pollutants. - To this end the Parties shall, in particular, endeavour to: 

(a) exchange scientific and technical information;

(b) co-ordinate their research programmes.

Article 13. Traininl? and assistance 

The Parties shall, directly or if necessary with the assistance of regional or 
other qualified international organizations, endeavour to promote programmes of 
assistance to developing countries, in particular in the fields of science, education 
and technology:, with a view to preventing pollution from land-based sources and its 
ll=ful effects in the marine environment. 

Such technical assistance, provided.on [a favo=a.ble fina:acial basis], could 
comprise for example the training of scientific and technical personnel, and the, 
acquisition, utilization and production by these countries of appropriate equipment. 

Article 14. Watercourses shared by several States 

1. If discharges from a watercourse which flows through the te=i tories of two or
more Parties or fonns a bnundary between them are liable to cause pollution of the
marine environment of t::ie Protocol Area, the Parties concerned shall endeavour to take
appropriate joint measures in order as far as possible to prevent, abate and combat· such
pollution.

2. The provisions of the Protocol may not be invoked against a Party insofar as tha·t
Party is unable, as a result of pollution having its origin in the ·te=itory of a non­
contra.cting State, fully to apply them.

Article 15. Pollution affecting other Parties 

[l. When land-based pollution originating from the te=itory of one Party is likely 
[, notwithstanding the implementation of the measures provided for in this Protocol,] 
to J)rejufil!ce the interests of one or more of the other Parties, the Partie,s concerned 
shall,_whenever the need arises and at the request of one or more of them, undertake to 
enter into consultation with a view to.negotiating a solution. 

2. At the request of any Party concerned, the question shall be placed on the agenda
of the next meeting of the Parties, wbich may make recommendations with a vi.ew. to
reaching a satisfactory solution.]

.ltrticle 16. Excha.�ge of L"lforma tion 

1. The Parties shall inform one another, either directly or through the 0rganization,
of measures taken under .articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 13 and of any difficulties
encountered in their· implementation. This information shall take the form of reports,
including in particular for article 8 statistical data on licences granted, Procedures
for the submission of such reports shall be determined by the meetL"lgs of the Parties
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2 .. In:formation communicated thro1.J€h the Organization shall be circulated as soon as 
possible to the other Parties. 

- 3, Parties which agree to exchange information directly shall-nevertheless communicate 
such infomatio� to the Grganization. 

Article 17. Meetin,gs of the Parties 

1, Ordinary meetings of the Parties shall take place in conjunction with ord.inaxy 
meetings of the Contracting Parties to the Convention held pursuant to article 14 of the 
Convention. The Parties may also hold extraordinary meetings in accordance with 
article 14 of the Convention. 

2. The purposes of meetings of the Parties shall include:

(a) to keep under review the implementation of the Protocol and tq
consider the efficacy of the measures adopted and the need for
any other revisions, in particular iD the form of annexes;

(b) to review and amend any annex to the Protocol, as appropriate;

(c) to formulate and adopt agreed programmes for the :progressive
reduction of pollution from existing land-based sources in
accordance with article 5;

(d) to adopt, in accordance with article 9, common guidelines, criteria
or standards, in the form either of recommended practices or of
provisions incorporated in annexes to the Protocol;

(e) to make recommendations in accordance with article 15, para.graph 2;

(f) to consider the documents submitted by the Parties under article 16;

(g) as necessary, to perform any other function in implementation of this
Protocol.

Al.'ticle 18. Annexes and amendments to annexes 

[The amendment of the annexes to this Protocol or the adoption of additional 
annexes pursuant to article 17 of the Convention shtll require, notwithstanding 
subparagraph 2 (ii) of that article, a ... majority of the Parties.] 

Article 19. Finci Clauses 

1. The provisions of the Convention relating to any Protocol shall apply with respect
to the present Protocol.

2. The rules of procedure and the finai."'!cia.1 rules adopted pursuant to artiole 18 of
the Convention shall apply with respect to this Protocol unless the Parties agree
otherwise.
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3. This Protocol shall be open for signature in ·•••··•• from ·•·••••• to ......... . 
by any State invited to participate in the Conference of Plenipotentiaries •·•••·•·•·· 
It shall also be open until the same date for signature by the European Economic 
Community and by any similar regional economic grouping of which at least one member is 
a coastal State of the Mediterranean See. Axea and which exercises com:_:,etence in fields 
covered by this Protocol. 

4. This Protocol shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. Instruments
of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Government of Spain,
which will assume the functions of Depositary.

5. As frcm ·••·•••••·••·•• this Protocol shall be open for accession by the States
referred to in paragraph 3 above, by the European Economic CcrnmlL'1i ty and by any grouping
referred to in that paragraph.

6. This Protocol shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the deposit of
at least .•.••••• instruments of ratification, acceptance or apprcval of, or accession to,
the Protocol by the Parties referred to in paragraph 3 of this article.
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A. The following substances, families and gTOUJ.'.lS of substances a:re listed 1/ for
the pm-poses of Article 7 of the Protocol. They have been selected mainly on the basis
of their

l. 

6. 

a. 

- toxicity

- persistence

- -iioaccumulation.

Organohal.ogen compounds and substances which may form such compounds in the 
marine environment. 1/ 

Organophosphorus compounds and substances which may form such compounds in the 
marine __ environment. Y 

Organotin compO't.m.ds and substances which may form such compounds in the marine 
environment. y 

Mercu:ry and mercuxy compounds. 

Cadmium and cadmiUill compounds. 

[Persistent mineral oils a.nd persistent hydrocarbons derived from petroleum 
origin, in particular] used lubricating oils. 

Persistent [solid] synthetic materials [,in particillar plastics,] which may float, 
sink or remain in suspension and which may interfere with any legitimate use of 
the sea. 

Substances [having proven] [being potentially] carcinogenic, teratogenic or 
mutagenic [properties] in or through i;he marine environment. 

9. [Radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter.]

OR

[Radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter to be defined by the Parties. J

1/ Not in order of priority. 

1/ With the exception of those which are biologically harmless or which are 
rapidly converted into biologically harmless substances. 
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OR 

[Radioactive w2.stes and other radioactive J:Jatter to be defined by the IAEA.J 

OR 

[Radionuclides, when the discharges do not comply with the principles of 
radiation protection and/or exceed the limits to be defined jointly by the 
Parties.] 

B. [This annex applies to all wastes from land-based sources including municipal and
industrial discharges 2.s 11ell as any other point 2.nd non-point sources. The present
annex does not apply to discharges which contain the substances refe=ed to in
Section A below the limits defined by the Parties. The discharge of such wastes shall
be subject to the provisions of annexes II 2.nd III as appropriate.]

OR 

[This =nex applies to all wastes from land-based sources, including municipal and 
industrial discharges as well as any other point and non-point sources. J 

OR 

[The present annex does not apply to discharges which contain the substances refe=ed 
to in Section A below the limits defined by the Parties, The discharge of such ;rastes 
shall be subject to the provisions of annexes II and III as appropriate.] 

OR 

[Delete entire paragraph.] 
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A. The following substances, families and groups of substances, or sources of
pollution are listed hereunder for the purposes 0£ A:rticle 8 of the Protocol, The
substances, families and groups of substances'," or ·sources of pollution have been
selected ma.inly on the basis of criteria used for annex I, taking into account the fact
that they are generally less no::d.ous or are more readily rendered harmless by natural
processes and therefore gene:raJ.ly affect oore lil!l.ited coastal areas.

l. The follo�i'ing elements and their compounds:

l. zinc /' 
\). selenium 11. 

2. copper 7. arsenic 12. 
3. nickel 3. antimony 13. 
4. chxomium 9. molybdenum 14. 
5. lea.d. 10. titaniUill 15. 

2. Biocides and their derivatives not covered in annex I.

tin 16. vanadium
barium 17. cabal t
beryllium 18. thalium
boron 19. telluriUJ
uranium 20. silver

3. Organosilicon compounds and substances which may form such comp:)unds in the marine
environment excluding those which are biologically harmless or are rapiclly
converted into harmless substances.

[ 4. Crude oils and hydrocarbons derived from petroleum origin and m.ixtul'.'es containing 
a:n:y of these other than those listed in a.nne::x: I.J 

5. Cyanides and fl1.10rides �
6. !Ton-biodegradable detergents and other surface-active substances.

[7. Inorsanic compounds of phosphorus and elemental phosphorus.] 

a. Pathogenic micro-organisms.

9. Themal pollution.

[10. Radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter, other than those covered 
in annex I.] 

11. Substances which have a deleterious effect on the taste aiii/or smell of the
products for human consumption derived from the a�ttatic environment, and compounds
liable to give rise to such substances in the l!la.rine environment.

[12. Substances which have an adverse effect on the oxygen balance.] 

B. [This annex applies to aJ.l wastes from land-based sources including municipal and
industrial discharges as well as a:ny other point and non-point sources. The present
annex does not apply to discharges which contain the substances referred to in
Section A below the limits defined by the Parties. The discharge of such wastes shall
be subject to the provisions 0£ annex III.]
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OR 

[This annex applies to all wastes from land-based sources, including municipal and 
industrial discharges as well as a;n:y other point and non-point sources. J 

OR 

[The present annex does not apply to discharges which contain the substances referred 
to in Section A below the limits defined by the Parties. The discharge of such wastes 
shall be subject to the provisions of annex III.] 

OR 

[Delete entire paragraph.] 

C. The control and strict limitation of the discharge of substances referred to in
Section A should be implemented in accordance with the criteria set out in annex III.
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According to Article 8 of the Protocol, the factors to be considered in establishing 
criteria governing the issue of an authorization for the discharge of wastes containing 
substances referred to in annex II include:. • ;_ 

A. 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

B. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

c. 

l. 

3. 

4 .. 

Characteristics and comoosition of the waste 

Type and size of waste source (industrial -process� -etc.).

Type of waste (ori�in, average composition). 

Form of waste (solid, liquid, sludge, slurr,-J). 

Total amount ( volume, e_.g. per yea_r ). 

Discharge pattern (continuous, intermittent, seasonal variations, etc.). 

Concentrations with respect to major constituents, substances listed in annex I, 
substances listed in annex II, and other substances as appropriate. 

Physical, chemical and biochemical properties of the waste. 

Characteristics of waste constituents with respect to their harmfulness 

Persistenc� • (physical, chemical, biol�gidcl.) in· the marine environme!lt. 

Toxicity and other harmful effects. 

Accumulation in biological materials or sediments. 

Biochemical transformation rendering harmful compounds. 

Adverse effects on the oxygen balance. 

Susceptibility to physical, chemical and biochemical changes and interaction 
in the aquatic environment uith other sea-water constituents which may produce 
ha.:rmi'ul biological or other effects on any of the uses listed in Section E below. 

Characteristics of discharge site and receiving marine environment 

Hyd.:rographic, metereorological, geological and topographical conditions of 
the coastal area. 

Location of the waste discharge (outfall, canal, outlet, etc.) and its location 
in relation to other areas (e.g. amenity areas, spa\·mi.ng, nursery and fishing 
areas, shellfish grounds), and other discharges. 

Ini ti.al dilution achieved at the point of waste release. 

Dispersion characteristics (e.g. effects of currents, tides and wind on 
horizontal transport and vertical mixing), 
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5. 

6. 

D. 

Water characteristicG with respect to physical, chemical, biochemical, biological 
and ecological conditions in the discharge area. 

Capacity of the receiving marine environment to absorb waste discharges without 
undue effects. 

Availability of waste treatment technology 

The method of waste treatment and discharge should be selected taking into account 
the availability and the possible implementation of various treatment, re-use or 
elimination methods of industrial and domestic wastes and waste waters on land, including 
particularly, the methods available for new installations. 

E. 

1. 

Potential impairment of marine ecosystems and sea-wat_er uses 

Effects on human health through pollution impact on: 

(a) edible marine organisms;

(b) bathing waters;

(c) aesthetics,

2. Effects on marine· ecosystems, in particuiar living· resources, endangered
species and critical 1'.abitats.

3. Effects on other legitimate uses of the .sea.

natasha
Line




