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INTRODUCTION
The present note takes stock of the main decisions of COP 10 of the CBD (Nagoya, 2010 )
and proposes a road map to as to help the Mediterranean countries to act in order to attain
the objectives of the 2011 – 2020 Strategic Plan adopted in Nagoya.
As the Mediterranean region has a Strategic Action Programme for the conservation of
biological diversity (SAPBIO ), the road map proposed in the present note takes into account
the SAPBIO main elements and reviews the options in order to define the new orientations
for SAPBIO bearing in mind the orientations up to 2020 of the Strategic Plan adopted in
Nagoya as well as the other relevant decisions of the 10th Conference of the Parties to the
CBD.
The proposals in the present note have been designed in such a way as to translate the
Strategic Plan adopted in Nagoya into recommendations and draft actions of MAP and
partner organisations involved in conservation and sustainable utilization of marine and
coastal biological diversity in the Mediterranean.
They were reviewed by a concertation meeting which was organized by CAR/ASP
(RAC/SPA) in Tunis on 4 and 5 April 2011 where several organisations were represented
which are involved in the conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity in the
Mediterranean. Other participants had been invited to the meeting by CAR/ASP and the list
of participants is appended to the present Note.
On the basis of the discussions at the concertation meeting, CAR/ASP elaborated the
present version of the Note for submission at the next meeting of the National Focal Points
for the SPAs (Marseille, 17 – 20 May 2011 ) and for it to be submitted to the Contracting
Parties to the Barcelona Convention.
Observations:
The following two options will be submitted for consultation purpose to the meeting of the
National Focal Points for SPAs (Marseille, 17 – 20 May 2011 ).
Option 1: the orientations in the present document will be proposed for adoption by the
Parties to the Barcelona Convention as a tool to enable the Mediterranean region to be in
line with the orientations of the CBD. Further to its adoption, the Parties would then invite the
organisations concerned to help them with the implementation.
Option 2: the Contracting Parties will be invited to take note of the orientations in the present
document so as to be guided by them within the framework of implementing the Aichi
objectives and inviting the organisations concerned to help the countries in this matter.
During the concertation meeting it would be useful to discuss the following points.:
-

These orientations are meant for whom ?
(for the countries or for the MAP
components ? )
Can these orientations also be addressed to other organisations concerned ?

1. COP 10 DECISIONS OF THE CBD
Out of the 47 decisions adopted by the COP of the CBD, the 20 following decisions are
particularly relevant for the conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity in the
Mediterranean:
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X/1 - access to genetic resources and fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out
of their utilization.
X/2 – 2011 – 2020 Strategic Plan and the Aichi objectives pertaining to biodiversity.
X/3 - resource mobilization strategy in support of achieving the Convention’s
objectives

three

X/4 – third edition of World Perspectives of biodiversity: repercussions on the application of
the Convention in the future
X/5 – application of the Convention and the Strategic Plan
X/6 – integration of biodiversity in poverty reduction and elimination and in development
X/7 - review of results-based targets and objectives and
eventual adjustment for the post-2010 period

related indicators and their

X/8 - United Nations decade for 2011 – 2020 biodiversity
X/11 - science – policies interface on biodiversity, the services provided by the ecosystems
and human wellbeing and review of the conclusions of the intergovernmental meetings.
X/18 - communication, education and awareness-creation amongst the public and
International Year of Biodiversity
X/20 – cooperation with other conventions, organisations and international initiatives
X/21 – engagement of the private sector
X/22 – Action Plan aimed at the sub-national governments, towns/cities and other local
authorities for biodiversity
X/23 – pluri-annual Action Plan for South-South cooperation in the domain of biodiversity for
development
X/29 – marine and coastal biodiversity
X/30 – mountain biodiversity
X/31 – protected areas
X/32 – sustainable utilization of biodiversity
X/33 - biodiversity and climate change
X/38 - invasive exotic species
X/39 - Global Taxonomy Initiative
Amongst the elements dealt with in these resolutions, the question of access to genetic
resources and the 2011 – 2020 Strategic Plan are particularly important to be considered in
the present note as they introduce new orientations.
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The question of access to genetic resources and fair equitable sharing of benefits arising out
of their utilization
The main decision of COP 10 on this issue refers to the adoption of the Protocol on the
access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of their
utilization in connection with the Convention on Biological Diversity (Nagoya Protocol).
The Protocol’s aim is to lead to a “fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of their
utilization, namely through a satisfactory access to genetic resources and an appropriate
transfer of relevant technologies, bearing in mind all the rights to these resources and
technologies and through adequate funding, thus contributing to the conservation of
biodiversity and sustainable utilization of its constitutive elements”.
As the Protocol deals namely with research and development activities on the genetic and/or
bio-chemical composition of genetic resources through the application of biotechnologies,
its impact on the in situ conservation of biodiversity will not be a direct one. But it could
entail a strengthening of conservation activities by orienting the benefits arising out of the
utilization of genetic resources towards the conservation of biodiversity and the sustainable
utilization of its constitutive elements. Such an orientation is encouraged by Article 9 of the
Protocol.
This Protocol is open for signing from 2nd February 2011 to 1st February 2012 and will come
into force when 50 Parties had deposited their instruments of ratification. It is thus highly
unlikely to have any short or medium term impact on the conservation of biodiversity.
To prepare the ground for rapid implementation of this protocol when it comes into force, the
recommendation is to promote public awareness-creation actions on the importance of
genetic resources and traditional knowledge in connection with genetic resources and
issues linked to the access and sharing of benefits. The importance of such awarenesscreation actions is stressed in Article 21 of the said Protocol.
2011 – 2020 Strategic Plan
This is the second strategic plan for the CBD. The first one was adopted in 2002 and was
based on a commitment of the Parties to the CBD to implement more effectively and more
coherently the Convention’s three objectives so as to achieve in 2010 a strong reduction in
the depletion rate of biodiversity on a world-wide, regional and national level. From the COP
10 working documents and the declarations of the Secretariat and the delegations, it
transpires that, despite the efforts deployed and the progress made, the 2010 objective has
not been attained, at least not on a world-wide level. The main reasons given are linked to
the lack of scientific information for the elaboration of policies and decision-making as well as
the lack of financial, human and technical resources.
The 2011 – 2020 Strategic Plan for biodiversity adopted in Nagoya aims to promote a more
effective implementation of the CBD. It is based on a vision, a mission, strategic goals and
objectives. It provides a flexible framework for the elaboration of national and regional
objectives and is also a communication tool to draw the attention of all the stakeholders and
to facilitate the integration of biodiversity into global and national programmes which have a
much wider scope. It is based on the following 5 strategic goals:
A. Managing the underlying causes of biodiversity depletion by mainstreaming biological
diversity into the whole government structure and society
B. Reducing direct pressure on biodiversity and encouraging sustainable utilization.
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C. Improving the state of biodiversity by safeguarding the ecosystems, species and
genetic diversity
D. Strengthening the benefits for all arising out of biodiversity and services provided by
the ecosystems.
E. Strengthening implementation through participative planning, knowledge
management and capacity building.
Objectives have been determined for each of the 5 strategic goals; a total of 20 objectives;
the Aichi objectives pertaining to biological diversity. The whole list of the Aichi objectives is
appended to the present note. The 20 objectives and the 5 strategic goals stem from the
following vision: “To live in harmony with nature”, so that, by 2050, biodiversity is valorized,
conserved, restored and used wisely by ensuring the sustainability of services provided by
the ecosystems, by maintaining the planet in good health and providing the basic benefits
for all peoples”.
On the basis of this vision, the mission of the Strategic Plan is to “undertake effective and
urgent measures to stop the depletion of biodiversity so as to ensure that, by 2020, the
ecosystems are resilient and continue providing the basic services, thus preserving the
diversity of life on earth and contributing to human wellbeing and the elimination of poverty.
This means that:
-

Pressures on biodiversity are to be reduced
Ecosystems are to be restored
Biological resources are to be used in a sustainable manner
The benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources are to be shared fairly
and equitably
Adequate funding resources are to be provided
Capacity building
Considerations pertaining to biodiversity and the value of biological diversity are to be
mainstreamed and appropriate policies to be applied effectively and
Decision-making processes are to be based on solid scientific premises and on the
precautionary approach.

2. STRATEGIC ACTION PROGRAMME FOR THE CONSERVATION
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN (SAPBIO )

OF

SAPBIO was adopted in 2003 by the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention in
order to deal with the complex threats facing marine and coastal biodiversity in the
Mediterranean. It was elaborated over a 3-year period starting in 2001 within the framework
of a wider process based on concertations in the countries to make a diagnosis of the state
of marine and coastal biodiversity and to identify national priorities and to establish a
National Action Plan for each of the prioritary themes. The results of national concertations
were compiled to elaborate a regional component of SAPBIO so as to support national
action plans and their coordination.
Prioritary actions identified by SAPBIO are as follows:
-

Inventory, mapping and monitoring of Mediterranean marine and coastal biodiversity
Conservation of habitats, species and sensitive sites
Evaluation and attenuation of the impact of threats to biodiversity
Development of research to improve knowledge and fill in the knowledge gaps on
biodiversity
Development of competences to ensure coordination and technical assistance
Information and participation
Better awareness-creation
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Within the framework of SAPBIO, about fifty National Action Plans have been elaborated to
deal with prioritary issues identified by the national process undertaken in each country.
3. ANALYSIS OF THE COMMON POINTS AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
SAPBIO AND THE AICHI STRATEGIC PLAN
Even though SAPBIO deals with most of the issues raised by the Aichi Strategic Plan, the
latter highlights more directly a certain number of concepts, as in the case of the value of
biodiversity and its mainstreaming into national policies. In this connection the Aichi Strategic
Plan attaches great importance to awareness-creation amongst the decision-makers and
invites action
so that the Heads of State and of governments, as well as the
parliamentarians of all Parties understand the value of biodiversity and the services provided
by the ecosystems.
The importance of traditional knowledge and practices of the autochthonous and local
communities is another concept particularly highlighted by the Aichi Strategic Plan whereas
SAPBIO, which does not ignore it, does not attach much importance to it. The Aichi Strategic
Plan in fact, devotes one of its 20 objectives to that and stipulates that, by 2020, such
traditional practices, if they are of interest for the conservation and sustainable utilization of
biodiversity, should be respected and fully mainstreamed and taken into account within the
framework of applying the Convention.
SAPBIO does not fix quantitative objectives in terms of reducing the rate of loss of
biodiversity or the coverage rate for protected areas, whereas the Aichi Strategic Plan
contains several objectives of a quantitative nature and thus stipulates for example that by
2020, at least 10 % of the marine and coastal areas should be conserved through
ecologically representative and well connected networks
of protected areas which are
managed effectively and equitably. Such an objective has already been fixed within the
framework of the CBD for 2012 and this objective is obviously not going to be achieved by
next year.
The question of financing the biodiversity conservation actions is taken up by SAPBIO and
the Aichi Strategic Plan. The latter introduces two innovative notions:
-

The first notion is linked to using the provisions of the new Nagoya Protocol with the
intention of using the income arising out of the utilization of genetic resources for
financing biodiversity conservation actions.
The second one refers to partnership with the private sector.

Obviously SAPBIO and the Aichi Strategic Plan are not comparable in terms of their
respective finalities as SAPBIO has been designed as a regional programme made up of
precise actions and priorities stemming from a detailed identification of the causes of the
degradation of the marine and coastal biodiversity of the Mediterranean region, whereas the
Aichi Strategic Plan was elaborated on the basis of global problems and was designed to
achieve objectives on a world-wide level.
4. ACTIONS PROPOSED FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN
These actions are proposed on the basis of the Aichi objectives bearing in mind the
specificities and the state of the marine and coastal biodiversity in the Mediterranean. This
adaptation to the Mediterranean context is in line with the spirit of the Strategic Plan which
stipulates that its goals and objectives are striving to be satisfactory on a global level and
that the framework is flexible for national and regional objectives.
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The following proposed actions are meant to help the region’s countries to attain the Aichi
objectives as adapted to the Mediterranean region and therefore their implementation could
be envisaged in the short term (3 to 4 years, before the end of 2015 ).
A. Managing the underlying causes of biodiversity depletion by mainstreaming biological
diversity into the whole government structure and society.
-

To develop awareness -creation programmes for the wider public and the decisionmakers on the value of biodiversity and the measures which individuals can take to
conserve and use it in a sustainable manner. (Objective 1 ). These measures are to
be implemented by the national bodies concerned. International organisations as
well as NGOs can support these measures by elaborating and making available to
the national bodies the necessary tools and awareness-creation material. They can
also contribute towards carrying out an awareness-creation action.

-

Assist those countries that request it to strengthen their national capacity to
mainstream the values of biodiversity into their strategies and processes of national
and local planning for development and for poverty reduction (Objective 2 ).

-

Prepare an inventory of subsidies and other incentive systems which have, or could
have, harmful effects on marine and coastal biodiversity so as to gradually reduce,
eliminate or change them. This inventory is to be on a national level and is also to
cover international or bilateral aid systems. The elaboration of guidelines and case
studies would make it possible to help the country to reduce the negative effects of
some of the subsidy systems (Objective 3).

B. Reducing direct pressure on biodiversity and encouraging sustainable utilization
-

-

-

Prepare an inventory of non-indigenous marine species which have established
themselves recently in the Mediterranean and which have harmed biodiversity so as
to strengthen the early warning system of the Action Plan pertaining to nonindigenous species (objective 9 ).
Prepare an inventory of the industrial utilization of sea water sites (desalination
plants etc ) and assess the impact of this utilization on marine biodiversity.
List the fishing practices which exert pressure on each type of sensitive habitat and
on the species and define, within the framework of the entities concerned, the
necessary measures to mitigate these pressures. The 2008 study carried out within
the framework of the CGPM on the impact of fishing gear on the marine environment
could be used as a basis for this inventory (objective 6 ).
Develop pilot projects for the application, for the marine environment, of spatial
planning of activities (aquaculture, tourism, fishing etc. ).

C. Improve the state of biodiversity by safeguarding the ecosystems, species and
genetic diversity.
-

-

Assessments to be made in 2012 and 2013, using a standard method, of the national
and sub-regional networks of marine and coastal protected areas in terms of their
representativity and effective management. Elaborate and implement, on the basis of
these assessments, programmes/projects to improve the representativity of the
Mediterranean network, including areas on the high seas, so as to attain the 10 %
objective (objective 11 ).
Strengthen the management improvement programmes for protected areas, also by
including training programmes.
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D. Strengthening the benefits for all arising out of biodiversity and services provided by
the ecosystems.
-

-

Develop post –CDP (CDP = Coastal Development Programmes ) actions carried out
within the framework of MAP, to implement the recommendations of these
programmes which are linked to the conservation and sustainable utilization of
marine and coastal biodiversity.
Promote pilot actions to safeguard and to rehabilitate artisanal fishing (1). Such
actions could serve as an example for several countries.

E. Strengthening implementation through
management and capacity building.

participative

planning,

knowledge

Help the countries which request this to:
-

-

Make an inventory of the knowledge, scientific information, innovations and traditional
practices of autochthonous and local communities which are of interest for the
conservation and sustainable utilization of biodiversity as well as their sustainable
traditional utilization. The Mediterranean Exchange Centre on biodiversity being
developed by CAR/ASP (RAC/SPA) could be used as a structure for collecting and
disseminating this type of information.
Assess the state of implementation of SAPBIO: the time necessary for the
implementation of the actions programmed within the framework of SAPBIO was
estimated at 15 years. Now 7 years have passed since its adoption at the end of
2003. Therefore this would be a mid-term assessment with the aim of proposing any
eventual necessary adjustments so that SAPBIO could make it possible for the
Mediterranean region to attain the Aichi objectives by 2020.

5. MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
The meeting of the national focal points will be invited to review the modalities and means of
implementing the propositions of the present orientation note. What is to be discussed are (i)
the activities and actions to be planned for the Mediterranean within the framework of the
biodiversity decade decided at Nagoya and (ii) the organisation at the end of 2012 of a
Mediterranean conference on marine and coastal biodiversity with the aim of :
-

Taking stock of the SAPBIO assessment
Informing the donors and potential sponsors of the investment portfolios stemming
from SAPBIO
Publicize the Mediterranean action for the conservation of biodiversity so as to
sensitize the decision-makers and encourage the incorporation of biodiversity into
national policies.

(1) The results of the support project for artisanal fishing developed by COPEMED in
some southern Mediterranean countries as well as those of the DESTINATIONS
project of CAR/PAP (PAP/RAC) could be used for such pilot actions.
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ANNEX 1: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AT THE CONCERTATION MEETING ORGANIZED
BY CAR/ASP ON 4 AND 5 April 2011.

ACCOBAMS

MedPAN

Mme Marie-Christine Grillo
Secrétaire Exécutif
ACCOBAMS
2, Terrasses de Fontvieille
Monaco
Tel: 377 98 98 2078 / 8010
Fax: 377 98 98 42 08
E-mail: mcgrillo@accobams.net

Mr Carlo Franzosini
CeRQuAM - Marine Environment Quality
Research Center
Shoreline societa cooperativa a
responsabilita limtata ( Shoreline) Shoreline
scarl Area Science Park Padriciano, 99
Trieste 34012
Italy
Tel: 39 040 3755700
Fax: 39 040 3755701
E-mail: franzosini@riservamarinamiramare.it

CGPM
Mr Pilar Hernández
Information Management Officer
GFCM Secretariat
Telf.: +39 06 57054617
E-mail: Pilar.Hernandez@fao.org
Conservatoire du littoral
Ms Céline DAMERY
Chargée de mission Europe & International
Conservatoire du littoral
Bastide Beaumanoir - 3, rue Marcel Arnaud F- 13100 Aix en Provence
France
Tel : 33 4 4291 2837 - port : 33 6 77 88
0004
Fax : 33 4 4291 6411
E-mail: C.DAMERY@conservatoire-dulittoral.fr
IUCN Centre for Mediterranean
Cooperation - Malaga
M. Alain Jeudy de Grissac
Marine Conservation Programme Manager
IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation
C/ Marie Curie 22
29590 Campanillas (PTA)
Málaga
Spain
Tel +34 952 028 430
Fax +34 952 028 145
E-mail: alain.jeudy@iucn.org

Ministère de l’Agriculture et de
l’Environnement
Mr Mohamed Ali Ben TMESSEK
Mr Nabil Hamada
Direction de l’Environnement et de la Qualité
de la Vie
Ministère de l’Agriculture et de
l’Environnement
Centre Urbain Nord
Boulevard de la Terre, 1080 Tunis
Tunisie
Tel: 216 70 728 679
Fax: 216 70 728 595
E-mail: h.bmoussa@apal.nat.tn

WWF - MedPo
Mr Guiseppe di Carlo
WWF Mediterranean Programme Office
Via Po 25/c
00198 Rome
Tel: 39 06 844 97 227
Fax: 39 06 841 38 66
E-mail: gdicarlo@wwf.panda.org
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Mr Faouzi Maamouri

Mr Atef Limam

Mr Sami Dhouib
Coordinateur
Bureau WWF-Tunis
E-mail: wwftunis@Gnet.tn

Back-Stopping Programme Officer
E-mail : atef.limam@rac-spa.org

Consultants - Personnes ressources

Programme Officer
E-mail: atef.ouerghi@rac-spa.org

Mr Atef Ouerghi

Mr Lucien Chabason
Ms Célia Le Ravallec
E-mail : lucienchabason@wanadoo.fr
Mr Thymio Papayannis
Membre honoraire MedWet/Com
E-mail: thymiop@med-ina.org

Project Officer
E-mail : celia.leravallec@rac-spa.org
Ms Souha El Asmi
MedMPAnet project Officer
E-mail: souha.asmi@rac-spa.org

Mr Samir Grimes
Consultant
E-mail : samirgrimes@yahoo.fr
Mr. Chedly RAIS
Consultant
E-mail : chedly.rais@okianos.org
Coordinating Unit for the
Mediterranean Action Plan
(UNEP/MAP)
Ms Maria Luisa Silva Mejias
Coordinator
E-mail : maria.luisa.silva@unepmap.gr
Regional Activity Center for Specially
Protected Areas (RAC/SPA)
Mr Abderrahmen Gannoun
Directeur
E-mail: gannoun.abderrahmen@rac-spa.org
Mr Daniel Cebrian
Programme Officer
E-mail : daniel.cebrian@rac-spa.org

Mrs Lobna Ben Nakhla
Programme Officer
E-mail: Lobna.bennakhla@rac-spa.org
Mr Med Dhia Guezguez
Data Management Officer
E-mail: dhia.guezguez@rac-spa.org
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ANNEX II: AICHI OBJECTIVES
(The annotations at the bottom of the page reflect the main questions raised at the
concertation meeting on the relevance of the objectives and their applicability for
Mediterranean marine and coastal biodiversity).
Strategic goal A. Managing the underlying causes of biodiversity depletion by
mainstreaming biological diversity into the whole government structure and society.
Objective 1: by 2020 at the latest, individual persons are aware of the value of biodiversity
and the measures they can take to conserve and use it in a sustainable manner.
Objective 2: by 2020 at the latest, the values of biodiversity have been incorporated into the
strategies and national and local planning processes for development and poverty reduction
as well as into national accounts, as need be, and into the notification systems.
Objective 3: by 2020 at the latest, the incentives, including the subsidies which are harmful
for biodiversity, have been eliminated, progressively reduced or changed, so as to reduce to
a minimum or to avoid negative impacts, and so that positive incentives to promote the
conservation and sustainable utilization of biodiversity are elaborated and applied in a way
which is compatible and in harmony with the provisions of the Convention and international
obligations in force, whilst taking into account national socio-economic conditions.
Objective 4: by 2020 at the latest, the governments, enterprises and stakeholders, at all
levels, will have carried out measures or implemented plans to ensure sustainable production
and consumption and maintained the rate of utilization of natural resources within sure
ecological limits.
Strategic goal B. Reducing direct pressure on biodiversity and encouraging
sustainable utilization.

Objective 5: By 2020, the rate of depletion of all natural habitats, including forests, will have
been reduced by at least a half and if possible brought down close to zero. Degradation and
fragmentation of habitats should be reduced considerably.
Objective 6: by 2020, all stocks of fish, invertebrates and aquatic plants are to be managed
and harvested in a sustainable and legal manner and by applying ecosystem-based
approaches, so that overfishing is avoided, plans and recovery measures are in place for all
depleted species, fisheries no longer have an established negative impact on threatened
species and vulnerable ecosystems and the impact of fishing on stocks, species and
ecosystems remains within safe ecological limits. (2).

__________________
(2) Such objectives have already been considered by CGPM, but without fixing a timeline for
achieving them.
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Objective 7: by 2020, the areas devoted to agriculture, aquaculture and sylviculture are to
manage sustainably to ensure the conservation of biological diversity.
Objective 8: by 2020, pollution, caused in particular by an excess of nutrient elements, is
brought down to a level which has no harmful effect on the functions of the ecosystems and
biodiversity.
Objective 9: by 2020, invasive exotic species and the pathways of introduction are to be
identified and classified in order of priority, the prioritary species are to be controlled or
eradicated and measures are to be in place to manage the pathways of penetration so as to
prevent the introduction and the establishment of these species (4).
Objective 10: by 2015, the numerous anthropogenic pressures on the coral reefs and other
marine and coastal vulnerable ecosystems affected by climate change or the acidification of
the oceans are to be reduced to a minimum so as to preserve their integrity and functioning.
(5).
Strategic goal C: Improve the state of biodiversity by safeguarding the ecosystems,
species and genetic diversity.
Objective 11: by 2020, at least 17 % of land areas and internal waters and 10 % of the
marine and coastal areas, including areas of particular importance for biodiversity and
services provided by the ecosystems, are conserved through ecologically representative and
well connected networks of protected areas which are managed effectively and equitably and
other effective conservation measures per area, and integrated into the whole marine and
terrestrial landscape.
Objective 12: by 2020, the extinction of known threatened species is to have been avoided
and their state of conservation, in particular of those which had declined the most, is to have
been improved and maintained. (6).
Objective 13: by 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants, stock-farming and domestic
animals and their wild relatives, including that of other species which have a socio-economic
or cultural value, are to have been preserved and strategies to have been elaborated and
implemented to reduce genetic erosion to a minimum and to safeguard their genetic
diversity.

___________________________________
(3) In the Mediterranean, the pollution caused by excess nutrient elements, without being
negligible, is not the only type of pollution which threatens marine and coastal
biodiversity. For example, the pollution generated by the industrial utilization of sea
water is exerting ever more pressure on Mediterranean marine biodiversity.
(4) The eradication of invasive marine species is not easy in the Mediterranean.
(5) For the Mediterranean, it is more appropriate to talk of habitats on the list of types of
reference habitats adopted for the inventories of sites of interest for conservation.
(6) Several Mediterranean countries have developed national plans for the conservation
of some threatened marine species (marine turtles, cetaceans, monk seals etc. ). It
is strongly recommended to start evaluating the implementation of these action plans.
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Strategic goal D. Strengthening the benefits for all arising out of biodiversity and the
services provided by the ecosystems.
Objective 14: by 2020, the ecosystems which provide essential services, water in particular
and which contribute towards health, to the means of subsistence and wellbeing, are to have
been restored and safeguarded, taking into consideration the needs of women,
autochthonous and local communities and poor and vulnerable populations.
Objective 15: by 2020, the resilience of ecosystems and the contribution of biodiversity to
carbon stocks are to have been improved thanks to conservation and restoration measures,
including the restoration of at least 15 % of degraded ecosystems, thus contributing towards
the mitigation of climate change and adaptation to climate change as well as to combating
desertification. (7).
Objective 16: by 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on the access to genetic resources and the fair
and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of their utilization is to be in force and
operational, in conformity with national legislation.
Strategic goal E: Strengthening implementation through participative planning,
knowledge management and capacity building.
Objective 17: by 2015, all the Parties are to have elaborated and adopted, as a general
policy instrument, and started implementing, an effective national action plan and strategy
which are participative and updated for biological diversity. (8)
Objective 18:
by 2020, the knowledge, innovations and traditional practices of
autochthonous and local communities which are of interest for the conservation and
sustainable utilization of biodiversity, as well as their sustainable traditional utilization, are to
have been respected, subject to the provisions of the national legislation and international
obligations in force, and are fully integrated and taken into account within the framework of
the
application of the Convention, with the full and effective participation of the
autochthonous and local populations at all relevant levels.
Objective 19: by 2020, the knowledge, the scientific base and technologies associated with
biodiversity, its values, its functioning, its state and its tendencies, and the consequences of
its depletion, are to have been improved, widely shared, transferred and applied.
Objective 20: by 2020 at the latest, the mobilization of financial resources, from all possible
sources, necessary for the effective implementation of the 2011 – 2020 Strategic Plan for
biological diversity, in conformity with the consolidated and agreed upon mechanism of the
Resource Mobilisation Strategy, will have been increased considerably compared with
present levels. This objective will be subject to modification depending on the assessments
of the needs in terms of resources; these assessments will be carried out and notified by the
Parties.
_________________________________________
(7) In view of the extent of coastal wetlands in the Mediterranean, they are likely to play
an important role in carbon sequestration. The preservation of these environments is
likely to effectively contribute towards the mitigation of climate change. Collaboration
is necessary between CAR/ASP and MedWet on this aspect.
It is strongly recommended to promote research work to assess the potential of
Posidonia meadows for carbon sequestration.
(8) National strategies for the conservation of biodiversity need updating in several
Mediterranean countries.
_______________________________________

