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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The 1st Offshore Protocol Working Group Meeting was convened in Valletta, Malta on 
the 13 and 14 June 2013, pursuant to the Decision IG.20/12 of the 17th Ordinary Meeting of 
the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention (Paris, France, 8 -10 February 2012). 
 
2. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 
 
2. The main objectives of the Meeting were: 
 

a) To examine recognized international best practices and regulations relevant for the 
implementation of the Offshore Protocol;  

b) To share experience on existing practical measures in place in the Mediterranean 
countries with regard to Offshore activities, 

c) To provide recommendations in view of the drafting of the Action Plan requested by 
Decision IG.20/12  

 
2.1.  Facilitators and speakers 

 
3. In order to achieve the objectives outlined above, the Meeting Programme was 
prepared by the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the 
Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC). The meeting beneficiated from the experience of 
representatives from the European Commission Directorate General Environment, the 
OSPAR Commission, the United Kingdom Health Safety Executive (HSE), the Italian 
Ministry of Economic Development, the International Association of Oil and Gas Producers 
(OGP), Det Norske Veritas (DNV), Noble Energy International Limited and Mabruk Oil 
Operations; and from the experience gained by the Government of Cyprus and Israel,  first 
countries in the region having applied the obligations defined under the Offshore Protocol, in 
their national authorization procedure. 
 

2.2.  Participants 
 
4. A total of forty-four (44) participants representing 14 Contracting Parties to the 
Barcelona Convention (Algeria, Croatia, Cyprus, European Union, France, Greece, Israel, 
Italy, Libya, Malta, Montenegro, Morocco, Spain and Turkey), International Organizations ( 
The International Maritime Organization - International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI), MAP’s 
Partners (International Association of Oil and Gas Producers (OGP), the Global Oil and Gas 
Industry Association for Environmental and Social Issues (IPIECA), the Non-Governmental 
Organization Oceana, the International Centre of Comparative Law of the Environment 
(CIDCE)), other organizations (Institute for Sustainable Development and International 
Relations (IDDRI), and ENI Exploration and Production. 
 

5. The final list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to the present report. 
 

2.3 Material 
 

6. The final Agenda of the Meeting as delivered may be found in Annex II of the present 
report. 
 

7. The detailed list of documents provided to the participants is reported in Annex III of 
the present report. In addition, the following material was distributed to the participants:  
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a) Clarkson Research Offshore Intelligent Monthly (May-2013) and Mediterranean Oil 

and Gas Activity and Concession Map; 
b) OSPAR Quality Status Report CD, Publication and Brochure 

 
 
3. PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING 
 

8. The 1st Offshore Protocol Working Group Meeting was held in Malta between the 13 
and 14 June 2013, in the Conference Room of the Grand Excelsior Hotel in Valletta, Malta, 
where most of the participants were also accommodated. 
 

9. UNEP/MAP financed the Meeting through the EC funded Project Ecosystem 
Approach for the Management of Human Activities in the Mediterranean (EcAp) and the 
Mediterranean Trust Fund (MTF), whilst REMPEC supervised the preparation and 
implementation of the Meeting.  
 

10. The composition of the secretariat is detailed in Annex I. 
 

11. The meeting was delivered in English and French and simultaneous interpretation 
from one language to the other was provided. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 1 AND 2: OPENING & ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 
 

12. The UNEP/MAP Executive Secretary and Co-ordinator, Ms. Silva Mejias, thanked the 
participants and gave an introduction on the Mediterranean Action Plan and the Barcelona 
Convention, stressing out the importance of taking action to protect the Mediterranean Sea 
and to prevent against accident and pollution from offshore activities. She recalled that this 
meeting opened the process of the preparation of an Action Plan for the implementation of 
the Offshore Protocol (referred hereafter as the “Action Plan”). She thanked the European 
Commission and the Maltese authorities for their support and welcome, and the team of 
REMPEC for the organization of the event.  
 

13. The Director of REMPEC, Mr. Hébert, took the floor to thank the participants and 
speakers and encourage them to participate actively in the discussion during this workshop. 
He underlined the diversity of the origin of the participants, from environmental and energy 
authorities, along with important actors from the oil and gas offshore industry in the 
Mediterranean, thus allowing an interesting exchange between the main parties involved in 
the offshore activities and its potential impact in the region. 
  

14. He then gave an overview on the agenda of the workshop and the logistics 
arrangements. He took the opportunity to thank the International Maritime Law Institute who 
contributed to the Meeting by providing supporting documentation on specific offshore 
related studies produced by their students.  Although this was not a Meeting of the 
Contracting parties to the Offshore Protocol to the Barcelona Convention, he recalled the 
functions of the Offshore Protocol Meetings, highlighting the importance of the harmonization 
of best practices applied within existing relevant frameworks, be it international or regional 
such as the European Union Directives on offshore activities.  
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AGENDA ITEM 3:  PRESENTATION OF THE OFFSHORE PROTOCOL 
 

15. The Director of REMPEC provided an overview of the different sections of the 
Offshore Protocol. He emphasised that according to the Decision IG.20/12, UNEP/MAP 
Secretariat was requested to “Establish an ad hoc working group coordinated by REMPEC 
composed of representatives of the Contracting Parties and observers from representatives 
of the concerned industries, relevant international organizations and MAP partners”.  
 
16. In this regards, he invited countries who did not nominated their National Offshore 
Focal Point to take action and ensure their countries’ participation in the drafting of the 
Action Plan. He further recalled that the same decision calls for “an in depth assessment and 
stock taking analysis of the existing practical measures in place in the Mediterranean 
countries with regard to Offshore activities” to be conducted.  

 
17. In this regards, he reminded the content of the questionnaire on offshore activities 
which was disseminated to the Contracting Parties and stressed on the lack of response and 
detailed information. 

 
18. He concluded presenting the programme of activities from the current Meeting till the 
2nd Offshore Protocol Working Group Meeting to be held in Athens, Greece, between 6 and 
7 November 2013, back to back to the Regional Workshop MEDEXPOL 2013. He underlined 
that the part of the Offshore Protocol related to cooperation, preparedness and response to 
marine pollution from offshore activities will be addressed during the upcoming Regional 
Workshop MEDEXPOL 2013, to be held in Athens, Greece in on 5-6 November 2013. As far 
as the topic of liability and compensation (Article 27 of the Offshore Protocol), participants 
were invited to leave the discussion on this matter for a later stage.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 4:  OVERVIEW OF OFFSHORE ACTIVITIES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN  

REGION 
 

19. The Director of REMPEC gave the floor to Mr. Gonzalez, Programme Officer at 
REMPEC, to give an overview of the existing oil and gas activities and production in the 
Mediterranean. He thanked Clarkson Research who could not attend the meeting, for 
offering the presentation and the related publications. The presentation provided an 
overview of the Global context, highlighting where the Mediterranean fits into the global 
offshore oil and gas activities, which countries are important to Mediterranean offshore 
developments, where the growth will be concentrated and what the future Mediterranean 
offshore industry will look like. According to the figures provided, the Mediterranean 
accounted with 196 fields in production in 2012 representing an offshore oil production 
estimated at 613,000 barrels per day representing approximately 2.1 % of the global 
offshore oil production and 0.72% of the worldwide oil production (offshore and onshore).  
 

AGENDA ITEM 5:  TYPES OF INSTALLATIONS & RELATED RISKS FOR OFFSHORE  
ACTIVITIES 

 

20. The representative of the International Association of Oil and Gas Producers (OGP), 
Mr John Campbell delivered a presentation on the types of installation and related risks in 
the Mediterranean.  
 
21. He introduced the main elements to take into account when assessing the risk of 
offshore activities and presented the different steps of the lifecycle (40 to 50 years) of an 
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offshore activity, their duration and technical issues from the exploration phase to the 
abandonment of the field. In particular, discharges from oil production and the techniques 
and issues dealt with to decontaminate the released water were presented.  
 

22. The participants rose the following questions and remarks :  
 

a) Impact of underwater noise caused by offshore activities: 
The participants noted that this issue was not specified in the Offshore Protocol, 
whilst according to the European Commission representative this matter is 
considered under the EU Directives on Offshore activities. The Greek delegation 
informed the participants that a large seismic survey campaign was carried out in the 
Greek waters and that no harm to local species was noted in the Ionian Sea and in 
the South of Crete. The representative of OGP made reference to a study on sound 
pollution currently being carried out. 

b) Sediment pollution caused by offshore exploration: 
In Israel, sea turtles were affected by the sediment pollution caused by offshore 
exploration. 

c) Onshore: Algerian representatives suggested considering existing onshore 
procedures and practices to analyse their applicability to offshore activities. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6:  OVERVIEW OF PLAYERS AND SYNERGIES 
 

23. The representative of OGP gave an overview on the main stakeholders involved in 
the offshore activity, and the link between the regulators, authorities, operators, financial 
institutions and commercial partners. He highlighted that the Protocol would be applied in the 
interaction between the regulators and the operators. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 7:  EU REGULATORY FRAMEWORK IN THE FIELD OF OFFSHORE  
ACTIVITIES 

 

24. The representative of the European Commission, Mr. Michail Papadoyannakis, 
presented the EU legislation related to Offshore Safety currently in place, its objectives and 
provisions. He emphasized that the main objective of the Directive adopted on 10 June 
2013, was to ensure that all the necessary measures are in place to reduce the risk of 
pollution incident due to offshore activities. He also noted the changes for the industry and 
regulators and the timeframe for the adoption and transposition process into Member States 
laws and regulations. All installations in EU Member States shall comply with the Directive 
five years after its adoption. Whilst reminding that the EU ratified the Offshore Protocol, he 
referred to a study comparing the European Directive and the Offshore Protocol with a view 
to identifying possible synergies and additional actions to be undertaken in a cost efficient 
and timely manner. He concluded by presenting other relevant EU legislations related to 
offshore activities.   
 

AGENDA ITEM 8:  OSPAR’S ACTIONS AND MEASURES IN THE FIELD OF  
   OFFSHORE ACTIVITIES 
 

25. The deputy Secretary of the OSPAR Commission, Dr Maria-Luisa Rodriguez-Lucas, 
provided information on the actions and measures in place in the North East Atlantic, within 
the framework of the Oslo and Paris Conventions, in the field of offshore activities. She first 
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introduced the OSPAR Commission, comparing it with the Barcelona Convention and 
referred in particular to the Annex III of the OSPAR Convention on Offshore Sources. To 
address the environmental aspect of the offshore activities, a wide range of measures were 
put in place by the OSPAR Convention. A “Quality Status Report” was released in 2010 for 
this purpose. The evolution of pollution in the North East Atlantic was introduced. Future key 
issues to be considered under the OSPAR Convention were highlighted (e.g. ageing 
structures and offshore activities in the Arctic). She explained that the Offshore Industry 
Committee of OSPAR Convention is composed of Ministries of Energy and Industry from the 
Contracting Parties, observers from the oil and gas industry and NGOs.  
 

26. The following discussions took place after her presentation:  
 

a) Data access from the industry and Contracting Parties:  
It was recognized that the access to the data was crucial to monitor the situation in 
the Mediterranean region and that currently no regional monitoring system was in 
place. In this regards, Dr. Rodriguez-Lucas underlined the inequality and irregularity 
of the quality and quantity of data provided by the OSPAR Convention Contracting 
Parties and the existence of a quality check insurance procedure to analyse the 
gathered data.  
 

b) Cooperation between the Barcelona Convention and OSPAR Convention  
This cooperation was encouraged to share knowledge on existing provisions in place 
in the North East Atlantic which might be applicable to the Mediterranean. 

 

c) Sequestration of CO2 in the geological layers 
OSPAR confirmed that they were responsible for the assessment of the 
implementation of the recommendations on Carbon Caption Storage (CCS). The 
Spanish delegation informed the meeting that a study on the sequestration of CO2 
will be disseminated at the up-coming MEDPOL Focal Points Meeting.  

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 9:  OFFSHORE REGULATION AND PRACTICE IN UK 

 
27. The Head of Strategic Intervention in the Energy Division of the UK Health Safety 
Executive (HSE), Mr. Stephen Walker, gave an overview on the UK Offshore safety 
regulation and environmental protection regime in place. He highlighted the public inquiry 
into the Piper Alpha disaster which led to the reviewing of UK legislation in terms of safety, 
but not on environmental aspects. He also provided an overview of the installations operated 
in the UK Continental Shelf and the national regulatory body. He then explained the 
consequence of the Deepwater Horizon incident, which strengthened the relationship 
between the environmental and HSE regulatory bodies, in line with the EU Directive, which 
requires the creation of a single offshore safety and environment competent authority. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 10:  OFFSHORE PRACTICE IN ITALY 

 
28. The representative of the Italian Ministry of Economic Development, Mr Luca Di 
Donatantonio introduced the UNMIG (National Mining Office for hydrocarbon and 
geothermal energy), which has the power to independently organize specific inspections and 
verifications in Italy. Italy is separated into offshore zones open to oil exploration and 
production. He stressed that some additional requirements and prohibitions were defined 
after the Deepwater Horizon incident. He concluded by introducing the legal framework of 
the Italian licensing regime structured into three licenses: prospecting, exploration and 
production.  
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AGENDA ITEM 11:  HOW TO SATISFY NATIONAL REGULATIONS IN DIFFERENT  
COUNTRIES? 

 

29. The representative of Noble Energy International Limited, Ms. Sarah Watson 
explained that to cover the subject of the presentation two case studies were prepared for 
Cyprus and Israel. However due to a last minute change, her colleague could not attend. 
She then presented the procedure followed before the appraisal drilling program in Cyprus 
and highlighted that the provisions of the Offshore Protocol and other regional and 
international relevant legal instruments were considered during this process. She described 
the company process for the environmental approval from the Cypriot authorities: preliminary 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Offshore Protocol application for authorization, 
H&S Management system Interface Document, Training of personnel, waste management 
plan, etc… 
 
30. It was recognized that a step by step approach of the various obligations defined by 
the Offshore Protocol facilitated strengthening the authorization process. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 12:  OFFSHORE INSTALLATION VERIFICATION 

 
31. The representative of Det Norske Veritas (DNV), Mr Siamack Ataibi, Business 
Development Manager explained how verifications are conducted by the company on the 
installations. He highlighted that the company is a self-owned independent foundation. He 
defined ‘verification’ as a thorough examination to confirm that an activity, a product or a 
service is conducted, manufactured or delivered in accordance with specified requirements 
which are related to risk. He then introduced the standards implemented by the company 
and presented the type of risks (high, medium and low risk), which implies a three tiered 
verification procedure depending of the level of risk. He concluded his presentation stressing 
on the importance of the independent character of verifications, and of the assessment 
throughout the entire life cycle of a project.  

 

AGENDA ITEM 13-16 INTRODUCTION TO THE DISCUSSION PANELS  
 

32. The second day of the meeting was dedicated to discussions on the main issues to 
take into account for the preparation of the Draft Action Plan of the Offshore Protocol. The 
discussion was organized into four areas:  
 

a) Authorization 
b) Control of operations 
c) Human element 
d) Operational discharges 

 
33. The representative of UK HSE moderated the discussions on authorization, control of 
operation and human element through specific questions to the participants of the Meeting 
and to the panel composed of representatives from the Italian Ministry of Economic 
Development, Mabruk Oil Operations, OGP, Noble Energy and DNV. The representative of 
OSPAR moderated the discussion on operational discharges with a panel composed of the 
Director of REMPEC and the representative of MEDPOL. 
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AGENDA ITEM 13:  AUTHORIZATION 
 
34. The discussion addressed first a key element of the authorization process: 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) requirements also referred in Annex IV of the 
Offshore Protocol. 

  

35. The representative of Cyprus and Noble Energy shared their experience on the 
preparation of the EIA for the well appraisal, combining requirements of the EIA of Offshore 
EU Directive and Annex IV to the Offshore Protocol. A full EIA was realised, although it is not 
required by the EU Directive. It was noted that the setup of environmental criteria is defined 
by EU Directive, but not by Offshore Protocol. The Libyan and Moroccan delegations also 
shared their experience on the preparation and requirements of EIA and agreed on the 
importance of regular risk mitigation measures assessment throughout the life cycle of the 
operation. The Algerian delegation pointed out the importance of unifying the various 
authorisations regarding the use of chemicals, into one single list to be approved at the 
beginning of the project. 
 
36. The representative of OGP stressed out that the main objective of Annex IV is to 
explain what the environmental risks are and invited participants to avoid overcomplicating 
their EIA. Considering that most of the drilling, in the Mediterranean region, will be carried 
out outside the European Union, he suggested using the Offshore Protocol to inform the 
State on the risks implied by the offshore activity.  
 
37. The Meeting recognized that the “language” of the Protocol which has been drafted 
twenty years ago, should be carefully considered whilst implementing the future Action Plan, 
in order to aligning its content with up to date recognised best practices.   

 
38. The meeting further noticed missing elements from the Annex IV to be considered 
within the Action Plan: 
 

a) Environmental aspects of decommissioning ; 
b) CO2 Capture and storage;  
c) Cross boundary effect of the pollution.  

 

39. It was noted that the majority of the Contracting Parties of the Barcelona Convention 
not being Members of the European Union, the common instruments between all 
Mediterranean Coastal States are the International Conventions such as the Espoo (EIA) 
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary context. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 14:  CONTROL OF OPERATIONS 
 
40. Recalling Article 19 of the Protocol, two main topics were addressed during the 
discussions: 
 

Environmental monitoring 

 
41. It was recalled that the Land Base Sources Protocol and Offshore Protocol have 
similar monitoring provisions. It was suggested that regular monitoring procedure should be 
imposed by the environmental authorities.  
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42. The definition of common standards based on existing practices in the framework of 
the MEDPOL Programme was suggested; whilst the convergence between standards under 
the Offshore Protocol and indicators defined in the framework the Ecosystem Approach 
(ECAP) (Objectives 9, 10 and 11 on contaminants, marine and coastal litter, and noise from 
human activities) should be strengthened in order not to duplicate the monitoring 
requirements. The example of the environmental monitoring system in the Black Sea - 
Pollution Monitoring and Assessment group (PMA) - highlighted the regular monitoring 
reporting system (every six months).  
 

Inspection by the authorities 

43. Several delegations presented the system setup in their respective country and the 
follow-up measures to ensure a sound monitoring. It was noted that this type of monitoring 
was more safety and security oriented. In some countries, no national monitoring system is 
in place, and this role is delegated to the operators. In the other hand, operators noted that 
monitoring a single installation may not reflect the overall impact of a group of installations in 
concentrated areas, emphasizing the importance of an overall national inspection body. This 
divergent point of view emphasized the need for better definition of monitoring system in the 
Mediterranean. 
 
44. Whilst considering the financial aspect of monitoring and the lack of trained and 
experienced personal, several suggestions were made:  

 
d) To share a pool of Mediterranean inspectors,  
e) To request operators to bear the cost of inspection by an independent company or by 

national inspectors, and 
f) To identify source of funding to ensure the establishment of national monitoring 

systems and the related capacity building needs. 
 
45. Furthermore, the distinction between compliance monitoring and national monitoring 
was emphasised as well as the inclusion of the monitoring of gas emissions from offshore 
activities.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 15: HUMAN ELEMENT 

 

46. Given the importance of safety in offshore activities, the Meeting focused the 
discussions on the elements of Article 15 and Annex VI of the Offshore Protocol, rather than  
on purely human elements related issues. The Meeting also expressed its interest on 
contingency planning, with the understanding that this topic will be further developed during 
the Regional Workshop MEDEXPOL 2013.  
 

Safety issues 

47. Several delegations presented the procedures in place for the safety aspects in their 
respective country, some of them of a prescriptive nature some other based on a goal 
setting regime. In this regard it was noted that the newly adopted EU Offshore Directive 
considers a goal setting regime, leaving the responsibility to EU Member States to define 
technical expectations and requirements.  
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48. The meeting called for information exchange on safety and environmental 
assessment reports following incidents in view of learning from the experience and 
knowledge from others.  
 
49. The meeting also expressed its concerns related to permit changes, highlighting the 
impact on operations initiated under particular conditions (e.g. following changes public 
consultation might be required with the risk of possible authorisation withdrawn). In this 
regards, the importance of constant dialogue between regulators and operators and the 
definition of safety and environmental standards at the early stage of project were crucial. 

 
Contingency planning 
 
50. Whilst recognizing the lack of response means and capacity from an individual State 
in case of offshore major incident, the meeting pointed out the importance of cooperation 
and took note that this particular element would be addressed during MEDEXPOL. In this 
respect, the existing cooperation mechanisms and means available were recalled.  
 
51. Some delegations took the opportunity to introduce their national system to respond 
to oil marine pollution.  

 

AGENDA ITEM 16:  OPERATIONAL DISCHARGES 
 

52. The experience of MEDPOL on the definition and monitoring of discharge limits was 
introduced stressing on the need to identify national standard (e.g. oil concentration in water 
threshold) in each country, through the “Offshore Protocol Implementation Questionnaire” to 
carry out a feasibility study on applicable standards. In this regards, it was noted that, whilst 
technique were available to reach very low concentration discharges, their cost could 
become financially unsustainable, thus impacting the viability of the operations. Therefore, 
environmental standards should reach a balance between environment, technical and 
financial aspects. From an environmental NGO perspective, the best available technique 
should be privileged (i.e. if the OSPAR Commission sets up the threshold at 30 mg for oil 
concentration in water, this threshold should be applied in the Mediterranean). 
 
53. The Meeting highlighted that some countries do not have yet the experience to 
discuss technical specific issues and recognized that this meeting was an opportunity to 
acquire knowledge from experienced countries and institutions.  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 17:  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMANDATIONS 
 
54 There was a general consensus that the revision of the Protocol should not be 
considered as it would take too long time and move the Contracting Parties backward on the 
process of implementation. However, the language and content of the twenty year-old 
Protocol, could be interpreted in line of today’s best practices when the need for guidelines 
should arise. 
 
55. The Meeting recognized the importance of the “Offshore Protocol Implementation 
Questionnaire” considered as a crucial element for the identification of gaps in national 
regulations and for drafting the Action Plan and the subsequent guidelines and standards to 
be prepared and agreed upon.  
 
56. The Meeting agreed on the scope of the Action Plan which should be of a strategic 
nature, defining measures to be implemented by the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona 
Convention and the required means (technical support, capacity building, etc…). The Action 



UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.384/4 
Page 10 
 
 

 
Plan should also define a reasonable timeframe for the implementation of these measures. 
The Action Plan should be integrated in the MAP system, and be in coherence with other 
Contracting Parties’ Decisions (e.g. Ecosystem Approach for the Management of Human 
Activities in the Mediterranean (EcAp)). The Action Plan should promote and ensure the 
application of the Best Available Techniques (BAT) over the entire Mediterranean region. It 
was suggested to reflect in the Action Plan, the importance of efficient transposition and 
enforcement of the Protocol provisions into national legislations when needed. 

 
57. It was further recognized that priorities will be identified by analysing the answers to 
the questionnaire and the best practices. The outcome of these analysis will be presented at 
the 2nd Offshore Protocol Working Group Meeting. 

 
58. In order to achieve this goal, comments on the questionnaire format have to be 
submitted to REMPEC by the end of June 2013 and all countries have to submit their 
questionnaire filled-in by 15 September 2013 at the latest. 

 
59. The Meeting further agreed on the need for the establishment of a regular regional 
forum who would address issues to be covered at a regional level. Given the variety of 
expertise required for the various topics covered by the Protocol (i.e. minimum safety 
requirements, or monitoring etc.), several sub-groups could be set-up. These sub-groups 
could focus on very technical and practical aspects of offshore activities. The participants 
encouraged the involvement of the OSPAR Commission, the European Offshore Oil and 
Gas Authorities Group and other fora with a view to harmonize the Mediterranean approach 
with internationally recognized best practices, and the creation of synergies with other 
related Programmes. They further recognized the added value of representatives from the oil 
and gas industry for their technical input and underlined the need to involve them in future 
activities and dialogues. The contribution of NGOs ensures an open and transparent process 
with possible public consultation. It was noted that compared to the North Sea Offshore 
Authorities Forum or the OSPAR Oil Industry Committee which have a role either on safety 
either on environmental matters, the group to be established in the Mediterranean will have 
to reflect the more comprehensive approach of the Protocol. 

 
60. The terms of reference of such a Forum should be presented to the MAP Focal Point 
Meeting in September 2013, for a validation by the Contracting Parties in December 2013.  

 
61. It was agreed that Contracting Parties shall nominate a single contact point who 
would coordinate future meetings and actions with the relevant national competent 
authorities, to ensure continuous follow-up and appropriate information sharing at national 
level. The Countries who have not yet nominated their National Offshore Focal Point were 
invited to take the required measures. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 18: CLOSURE OF THE MEETING  

62. The Working Group Meeting was concluded at 17.30hrs on the 14 June 2013 with 
closing remarks by Mr. Frédéric Hébert and Mr. Habib Elhabr Deputy Coordinator of MAP, 
who thanked all lecturers and participants for their active contribution to the Meeting. 
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ANNEX(E) I 

 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 

 
 

CONTRACTING PARTIES / PARTIES CONTRACTANTES 

 

 

 

 

ALGERIA / ALGÉRIE 

 

M Tahar Cherif ZERARKA 

Président 

Autorité de Régulation des Hydrocarbures 

Immeuble du Ministère de l’Energie et des Mines  

Tour B Va l d’Hydra 

Alger 

 

Tel No:  +213 21 48 81 67 

Portable:  +213 661 68 63 12 

Fax No:  +213 21 48 83 15 

E-mail: taharcherif.zerarka@arh.mem.gov.dz 
 

M Hamid DAOUI 

Chef du Bureau « Protection du milieu marin » 

Ministère de l’aménagement du territoire et de l’environnement et de la Ville 

Rue des quatre Canons – Alger  

Alger 1600 

 

Tel No:  +213 21 43 28 75 

Portable:  +213 5 5904 0998 

Fax No:  +213 21 48 28 75 

E-mail: daouihamid@hotmail.fr  
 

CROATIA / CROATIE 

 

Ms Nevia KRUZIC 

Head of Department for Sea and Coastal Protection 

Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection 

Directorate for Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development 

Department for Sea and Coastal Protection 

Uzarska 2/1 

51000 Rijeka 

 

Tel No:  +385 51 213 499 

Mobile: +385 91 1 394 035  

Fax No:  +385 51 214 324 

E-mail:  nevia.kruzic@mzoip.hr 

mailto:taharcherif.zerarka@arh.mem.gov.dz
mailto:daouihamid@hotmail.fr
mailto:nevia.kruzic@mzoip.hr
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CYPRUS / CHYPRE 

 
Mr Charlambos HAJIPAKKOS 

Senior Environment Officer 

Department of Environment 

Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment 

20-22 28
th
 October Avenue 

Nicosia 1498 

 

Tel No: +357 22 408 927 

Mobile: +357 996 503 43 

Fax No:  +357 22 77 49 45 

E-mail: chajipakkos@environment.moa.gov.cy 
 

Ms Maria LOIZOU 

Environment Officer 

Department of Environment 

Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment 

20-22 28
th
 October Avenue 

Nicosia 1498 

 

Tel No: +357 22 408 955 

Mobile: +357 994 435 86 

Fax No:  +357 22 77 49 45 

E-mail: mloizou@environment.moa.gov.cy 

 
 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPEENNE 

 

Mr Michail PAPADOYANNAKIS  

Policy Officer  

Mediterranean and Black Sea  

Unit C2: Marine  

Directorate General Environment  

European Commission  

Avenue de Beaulieu 5, office BU9 03/125  

Brussels, BELGIUM 

 

Tel No:   +32 2 296 3914   

Fax No:  +32 2 297 9697  

E-mail:  michail.papadoyannakis@ec.europa.eu  
 

 

FRANCE / FRANCE 

 
M. Lionel Philippe PERRETTE 

Chargé de mission hydrocarbures offshore 

Ministère de l’écologie, du développement durable et de l’énergie 

Arche Nord 

92055 La défense 

 

Tel No : +33 1 408 19 556 

Fax No: +33 1 408 19 397  

E-mail: lionel.perrette@developpement-durable.gov.fr 

mailto:chajipakkos@environment.moa.gov.cy
mailto:mloizou@environment.moa.gov.cy
mailto:michail.papadoyannakis@ec.europa.eu
mailto:lionel.perrette@developpement-durable.gov.fr
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GREECE / GRECE  

 
Mr Konstantinos GEORGOULAKIS 

Head of Department of Licensing Safety Regulations 

Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change 

General Directorate of Natural Wealth 

119 Mesogeion Ave 

10192 Athens 

 

Tel No: +30 210 696 93 33 

Mobile: +30 6974 090 105 

Fax No: +30 210 696 93 46  

E-mail: georgoulakisc@eka.ypeka.gr 

 

 
Mr Alexandros KOULIDIS 

EIA/ Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) Expert 

Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change 

Special Service of Environment 

11 Alexandras Ave 

11473 Athens 

 

Tel No: +30 210 641 79 60 

Mobile: +30 6974 458 547 

Fax No: +30 210 643 06 37  

E-mail: alexander.koulidis@gmail.com 

 

 

ISRAEL / ISRAEL 

 

Mr Ran AMIR 

Director of Marine and Coastal Environment Division 

Ministry of Environmental Protection 

15 A Pal-Yam Street 

31333 Haifa 

 

Tel No: +972 4 863 35 00 

Mobile: +972 50 62 33 050 

Fax No: +972 4 863 35 20 

E-mail: rani@sviva.gov.il 
 

Mr Yosef Chanan WURZBURGER 

Director of Nature Resources Directorate  

Ministry of Energy and Water Resources 

14 Hartum Street 

9136002 Jerusalem  

 

Tel No: +972 2 531 61 31 

Mobile: +972 50 620 66 83 

Fax No: +972 2 531 61 47 

E-mail: wyossi@energy.gov.il 

mailto:georgoulakisc@eka.ypeka.gr
mailto:alexander.koulidis@gmail.com
mailto:rani@sviva.gov.il
mailto:wyossi@energy.gov.il
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ITALY / ITALIE  

 

Mr Roberto GIANGRECO 

Unit VI Marine and Coastal Environment Protection 

Offshore Protocol Referent  

Ministry of Environment Land and Sea Protection 

Via Cristoforo Colombo 44 

00147 Rome 

 

Tel No: +39 06 57 22 84 06 

Mobile: +39 347 331 31 91 

Fax No: +39 06 57 22 84 24 

E-mail: giangreco.roberto@minambiente.it 
 

Captain Giovannini RODOLFO 

Coast Guard Marine Environment Pollution Response  

Head Office 

Italian Coast Guard 

Via Cristoforo Colombo 44 

00147 Rome 

 

Tel No: +39 06 57 22 56 39 

Mobile: +39 338 670 7537 

Fax No: +39 06 57 22 56 79 

E-mail: giovannini.rodolfo@minambiente.it 
 

Dr. Maria Giovanna MONTALBANO 

Officer 

Ministry of Economic Development  

Directorate General for  Mining and Energetic Resources  

Via Molise 2 

00187 Rome 

 

Tel No: +39 06 47 0525 22 

Mobile: +320 787 8661 

E-mail: mariagiovanna.montalbano@mise.gov.it 
 

 

Dr. Luca DI DONATANTONIO 

Officer 

Ministry of Economic Development  

Directorate General for Mining and Energetic Resources  

Via Molise 2 

00187 Rome 

 

Tel No: +39 06 47 05 20 39 

Mobile: +39 320 74 986 14 

E-mail: luca.didonatantonio@mise.gov.it 
 

mailto:giangreco.roberto@minambiente.it
mailto:giovannini.rodolfo@minambiente.it
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LIBYA / LIBYE 

 

Mr Nuri M. ALMEZUGHI 

Technical Consultant (Environment Emergency Department) 

Environment General Authority 

Algheran 

Tripoli 

 

Tel No:: +218 21 487 15 90 

Mobile: +218 91 383 2660 

Fax No:  +218 21 487 0266 

E-mail:  almezughi@yahoo.com 
 

Mr Hussein KHASHEBA 

HSE Advisor 

MABRUK Oil Operations 

Dhat El Imad complex 

Tripoli 

LIBYA 

 

Tel No:: +218 21 335 04 01 

Mobile: +218 91 3233481 

Fax No:    

E-mail:  Hussein.khasheba@mabruk-oil.com 
 

MALTA / MALTE 

 
Dr Charles GALEA 

Senior Scientific Officer 

Continental Shell Department  

Block F, Antonio Maurizio Valperga Street 

Floriana FRN 1700 

 

Tel No: +356 22 92 72 89 

E-mail:  charles.a.galea@gov.mt 

 
Mr. Franck LAUWERS 

Senior Environment Protection Officer 

Multilateral Affairs Team 

EU and Multilateral Affairs Unit 

Director's Office 

Environment Protection Directorate 

Malta Environment and Planning Authority 

P.O. Box 200,  

Marsa MRS 1000 

 

Tel No: +356 2290 7201;  

Fax No:  +356 2290 2295 

E-mail:  unep-map.malta@mepa.org.mt 

mailto:almezughi@yahoo.com
mailto:Hussein.khasheba@mabruk-oil.com
mailto:charles.a.galea@gov.mt
mailto:unep-map.malta@mepa.org.mt
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MONTENEGRO/ MONTENEGRO 

 

Ms Ivana BULATOVIĆ 

Advisor in the Department for Nature Protection, Monitoring, Analyses and Reporting  

Environmental Protection Agency 

IV Proleterske 19 

Podgorica 81 000 

 

Tel No: +382 20 466 514 

Mobile: +382 67 22 55 15 

Fax No:  +382 2 446 587 

E-mail:  ivana.bulatovic@epa.org.me 

 
 

MOROCCO/ MAROC 

 

Mme Nassira RHEYATI 

Ingénieur en Chef 

Responsable  dossier PAM/PNUE 

Division de la coopération internationale 

Direction du partenariat de la Communication et de la coopération 

Département de l’environnement 

9 Avenue  El Araar, Secteur 16 Hay Ryad 

Rabat 10100 

 

Tel No: +212 537 57 66 37 

Portable: +212 6 66 43 9948 

Fax No: +212 537 57 66 38 

E-mail: r_nassira@yahoo.fr 

  rheyati@environnement.gov.ma 
 

Dr Fatima SBAI 

Chef de Service de l’Environnement  

Département Energie et Mines  

Quartier administrative 

B.P. 6208 Agdal 

10080 Rabat 

 

Tel No: +212 537 68 84 61 

Portable: +212 66 11 607 94 

Fax No: +212 537 68 87 31 

E-mail: sbaifatima2000@yahoo.fr 

  f.sbai@mem.gov.ma 

mailto:ivana.bulatovic@epa.org.me
mailto:rheyati@environnement.gov.ma
mailto:sbaifatima2000@yahoo.fr
mailto:f.sbai@mem.gov.ma
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SPAIN / ESPAGNE 

 

Mr Jose Manuel GONZALEZ CORBAL 

Head of Area for Coastal Protection 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment 

PL San Juan de la Cruz, S/N 

Madrid 28071 

 

 

Tel No: +34 91 597 6128 

Mobile: +34 607 169 913 

Fax No:  +34 91 597 6902 

E-mail:  jmgcorbal@magrama.es 
 

 

TURKEY / TURQUIE 

 
Ms Derya Didem UGUR 

Environment Engineer, MSc 

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation of Turkey 

General Directorate of Environmental Management 

Marine and Coastal Management Department 

C. Çevre ve Şehircilik Bakanlığı 

Ehlibeyt Mah. 1271 Sok. No:13 

Ankara 06520 
 

Tel No: +90 312 586 31 19 

Mobile:  +90 533 235 7837 

Fax No: +90 312 474 03 35 

E-mail: didem.ugur@cevresehircilik.gov.tr 

  d.didemugur@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

mailto:jmgcorbal@magrama.es
mailto:didem.ugur@cevresehircilik.gov.tr
mailto:d.didemugur@yahoo.com
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALS 

 

 

IMO- INTERNATIONAL MARITIME LAW INSTITUTE (IMLI) 

 

Ms. Elda BELJA 

Lecturer / Admissions Officer 

IMO International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) 

P.O. Box 31, MSD 1000  

Msida, MALTA 

 

 

Tel No:  +356 21 31 93 43, 21 31 08 16 ext: 107;  

Fax No:   +356 21 34 30 92 

E-mail:  elda.belja@imli.org 

 

 

OTHER REGIONAL AGREEMENTS / AUTRES ACCORDS REGIONAUX 

 

 

OSPAR COMMISSION/BONN AGREEMENT/ COMMISSION OSPAR / ACCORD DE BONN 

 

Dr. Maria Luisa RODRIGUEZ LUCAS 

Deputy Secretary 

OSPAR Commission 

Victoria House 

37-63 Southampton Row 

London WC1B 4DA 

UNITED KINGDOM 

 

Tel No: +44 20 7430 5200 

Fax No: +44 20 7242 3737 

E-mail: Luisa.RodriguezLucas@ospar.org 
 

 

MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN PARTNERS / NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATIONS / PARTENAIRES DU PLAN D’ACTION POUR LA 

MEDITERRANEE / ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF OIL AND GAS PRODUCERS (OGP) 

 
Mr John A CAMPBELL  

Technical Director 

International Association of Oil and Gas Producers (OGP) 

209-215 Blackfriars Road 

London SE1 8NL 

UNITED KINGDOM 

 

Tel No: +44 20 7633 02 72 

Fax No: +44 20 7633 23 50 

E-mail: jac@ogp.org.uk 

John.Campbell@ogp.org.uk 

mailto:ruben.maceda@imli.org
mailto:Luisa.RodriguezLucas@ospar.org
mailto:jac@ogp.org.uk
mailto:John.Campbell@ogp.org.uk
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THE GLOBAL OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

SOCIAL ISSUES (IPIECA) 

 

Mr Anton RHODES 

Project Manager 

Oil Spill Working Group 

IPIECA 

5th Floor209-215 Blackfriars Road 

London SE1 8NL 

UNITED KINGDOM 

 

Tel No:  +44 207 633 2374 

Mobile : +44 75 45 525 610 

Fax No:  +44 0207 633 2389 

E-mail: anton.rhodes@ipieca.org 

  
INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

(IDDRI) 

 

Dr.  Julien ROCHETTE 

Research Fellow Oceans and Coastal Zones 

IDDRI 

27 Rue Saint- Guillaume 

75337 Paris Cedex 07 

FRANCE 

 

Tel No: +33 1 454 97 672 

Fax No: +33 1 45 49 76 85 

E-mail: julien.rochette@iddri.org 

 
OCEANA  - PROTECTING THE WORLD’S OCEANS 

 

Mr. Nicolas FOURNIER 

Office Coordinator / Policy Advisor 

OCEANA  - Protecting The World’s Oceans 

39 rue Montoyer- 7
th
 Floor 

1000 Brussels 

BELGIUM 

 

Tel No: +32 2 513 22 46 

Mobile: +32 4 72 60 42 28 

E-mail: nfournier@oceana.org 

 

mailto:anton.rhodes@ipieca.org
mailto:julien.rochette@iddri.org
mailto:nfournier@oceana.org
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INTERNATIONAL CENTER OF COMPARATIVE LAW OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

(CIDCE)/  CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE DROIT COMPARE DE L'ENVIRONNEMENT 

(CIDCE) 

 
Mr José JUSTE-RUIZ 

Professeur de droit international 

Universidad de Valencia 

Avenida de los naranjos s/n 

46022 Valencia 

 

Tel No: + 34 963 828553 

Fax No: + 34 963 828552 

Movil No: + 34 606985454 

E-mail: jose.juste@uv.es 
 

 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS / AUTRES ORGANISATIONS 

 

 

DET NORSKE VERITAS (DNV) 

 

Mr Siamack ATAIBI 

Business Development Manager 

 Det Norske Veritas (DNV) - France 

69 rue Chevaleret 

Paris, FRANCE 

 

Tel No: +33 1 44 24 40 18 

Mobile: +33 608 772 875 

E-mail: siamack.atiabi@dnv.com 

 
 

HEALTH SAFETY EXECUTIVE (HSE), UK 

 

Mr Steve WALKER 

Head of Strategic Intervention – Energy Division 

  Health Safety Executive (HSE) 

Lord Cullen House, Fraser Place 

Aberdeen, AB25 3UB 

SCOTLAND 

 

Tel No: +44 1224 252 201 

Mobile: +44 7768 331 317 

Fax No: +44 1224 26 48 

E-mail: Steve.HID.Walker@hse.gsi.gov.uk 
 

mailto:jose.juste@uv.es
mailto:siamack.atiabi@dnv.com
mailto:Steve.HID.Walker@hse.gsi.gov.uk
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NOBLE ENERGY INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 

 
Mr Terry W MOORE 

Global Emergency Response Manager 

Noble Energy, Inc. 

100 Glenbororough Dr  

Houston TX 77 067 

USA 

 

Tel No: +11 281 943 1509 

Mobile: +11 281 881 21 25 

E-mail: terrymoore@nobleenergyinc.com 
 

 

Ms. Christiana KENTA 

Environmental and Regulatory Compliance Specialist 

Noble Energy Internatinal Limited 

73 Metochiou 

2407 Nicosia 

CYPRUS 

 

Tel No: +357 22 58 4443 

Mobile: +357 97 874 671 

Fax No: +357 22 449 208 

E-mail: CKenta@nobleenergyinc.com 
 

 
Ms Sarah WATSON 

Director  

Watson Energy Consulting  

Representing Noble Energy International Limited 

73 Metochiou 

2407 Nicosia 

CYPRUS 

 

Tel No: +372 54 53 06 24 

E-mail: swatson@watsonenergyconsulting.com 
 

 

ENI EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION 

 

Mr Alessandro ZAMBELLI 

Emergency Response Manager 

ENI E & P –Italy 

Via Emilia 1 

San Donato Milanese, 20097 

ITALY 

 

Tel No: +39 02 520 313 06 

Mobile: +39 3498 307 558 

Fax No: +39 02 5204 1900 

E-mail: alessandro.zambelli@eni.com 

 
 

mailto:terrymoore@nobleenergyinc.com
mailto:CKenta@nobleenergyinc.com
mailto:swatson@watsonenergyconsulting.com
mailto:ALESSANDRO.ZAMBELLI@ENI.COM
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ENI EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION (cont). 

 

M Ramzi FOUZAI  

Hse  Manager 

ENI Tunisia 

Rue de la Lac de Côme, Immeuble IRIS 

Les berges du Lac 

Tunis 1053 

TUNISIA 

 

Tel No: +216 71 108 899 

Mobile: +216 21 424 294 

Fax No: +216 71 655 083 

E-mail: ramzi.fouzai@enitunisia.eni.it 

 

 

CONFERENCE INTERPRETERS / INTERPRETES DE LA CONFERENCE 

 

ESTA LINGUA LTD 

 

Ms. Carmen DE GAETANO  

Ms. Marie WAGNER 

 

Esta Lingua Ltd 

Business Studio, Block 2 

Ċensu Scerri Street  

Tigné, Sliema SLM 3064 

Malta  

 

Tel No:  +356) 2133 5330  

Email:  info@estalingua.com  

mailto:ramzi.fouzai@enitunisia.eni.it
mailto:info@estalingua.com
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SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT 

 

UNEP / CO-ORDINATING UNIT FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN (MAP)/  

PNUE / UNITE DE COORDINATION DU PLAN D'ACTION POUR LA MEDITERRANEE 

(PAM) 

 
Ms Maria Luisa SILVA MEJIAS  

Executive Secretary and Co-ordinator  

Email:  maria.luisa.silva@unepmap.gr  
 

Mr Habib ELHABR 

Deputy Coordinator 

Email:  habib.elhabr@unepmap.gr  

 

Mediterranean Action Plan  

48, Vassileos Konstantinou Avenue 

116 35 Athens 

GREECE       

 

Tel No:  +30 210 727 31 01 

Mobile: +30 69 57 834 596 

Fax No:  +30 210 7253196/7  
 

 

REGIONAL MARINE POLLUTION EMERGENCY RESPONSE CENTRE FOR THE 

MEDITERRANEAN SEA (REMPEC) / CENTRE REGIONAL MEDITERRANEEN POUR 

L'INTERVENTION D'URGENCE CONTRE LA POLLUTION MARINE ACCIDENTELLE 

(REMPEC) 

 
Mr. Frederic HEBERT  

Director 

Email:  fhebert@rempec.org  

 
Mr. Jonathan PACE  

Senior Programme Officer 

Email:  jpace@rempec.org  

 
Mr. Gabino GONZALEZ  

Programme Officer (OPRC) 

Email:  ggonzalez@rempec.org  
 

Ms. Souade NASSERI 

Junior Programme Officer 

Email:  snasseri@rempec.org  

mailto:maria.luisa.silva@unepmap.gr
mailto:habib.elhabr@unepmap.gr
mailto:fhebert@rempec.org
mailto:jpace@rempec.org
mailto:ggonzalez@rempec.org
mailto:snasseri@rempec.org
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SECRETARIAT / SECRETARIAT (Cont.) 

 

 
Mr. Christopher SACCO  

Administrative/Financial Assistant 

Email:  csacco@rempec.org  
 

Ms. Amanda BONAVIA  

Secretary/Administrative Assistant 

Email:  mbonavia@rempec.org  
 

Mr Mario BONNELLO 

Technical Assistant Logistics 
 

 

REMPEC 

Maritime House 

Lascaris Wharf 

Valletta VLT 1921 , MALTA 

 

Tel:  +356 21 33 72 96/7/8 

Fax:  +356 21 33 99 51 

E-mail: rempec@rempec.org 

mailto:csacco@rempec.org
mailto:mbonavia@rempec.org
mailto:rempec@rempec.org
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ANNEX II 

 

 

 

ANNOTATED AGENDA 

 
 

 

Introduction 

 

The 1
st
 Offshore Protocol Working Group Meeting has been convened in Malta between the 

13 and 14 June 2013, pursuant to the Decision IG.20/12 of the 17th Ordinary Meeting of the 

Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention (Paris, France, 8-10 February 2012). 

 

The principal objectives of the Meeting will be: 

 

1. To examine recognized international best practices and regulations relevant to the 

implementation of the Offshore Protocol; 

  

2. To share experience on existing practical measures in place in the Mediterranean 

countries with regard to Offshore activities,  

 

3. To provide recommendations in view of the drafting of the Action Plan requested by 

Decision IG.20/12 

 

All Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) Focal Points have been invited to nominate jointly and 

in consultation with all national authorities concerned their representatives in the Meeting.  

The participation in national delegations of observers representing the oil offshore 

exploration and production industries has been strongly encouraged.  The invitation to attend 

the Meeting was also extended to the specialized agencies of the United Nations, other 

governmental and non-governmental organizations, as well as to the international 

professional organizations and associations whose activities are relevant for the work of the 

Offshore Protocol Working Group. 

 

In order to assist the Meeting in its work, the Secretariat prepared the following annotations 

to the proposed provisional agenda of the Meeting. 
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Day I: 13
th

 June 2013 

 
08.30–09.00 Registration 

 

09.00 - 09.45 Agenda item1 Opening 

 

The 1
st
 Offshore Protocol Working Group Meeting will be opened on Thursday, 13

th
 

June 2013 at 09.00 hours and is expected to close on Friday, 14
th
 June 2013 at 

17.30hrs.   

 

Ms Maria Luisa Silva Mejias, Executive Secretary and Co-ordinator of the United 

Nations Environment Programme - Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP) and Mr. 

Frederic Hebert, Director of the Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response 

Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC) will open the Meeting. 

 
Agenda Item 2  Organization of the Meeting 

 

The Director of REMPEC will recall the functions of the meetings of the Parties to the 

Offshore Protocol according to Article 30 of the Protocol.  

 

The annotated agenda presented in the current document will be proposed for 

adoption by the Offshore Protocol Working Group Meeting.  The Meeting will also be 

invited to agree on the timetable to carry out its work.   

 

The working languages of the Meeting will be English and French. Simultaneous 

English/French/English interpretation will be provided during the Meeting. All working 

documents will be available in both official languages of UNEP/MAP, i.e. in English 

and in French. Information documents will be available in their original language 

unless a translation has been provided in the second working language. 

 
Agenda Item 3  Presentation of the Offshore Protocol 

 

The Director of REMPEC will present the Protocol for the Protection of the 

Mediterranean Sea against Pollution Resulting from Exploration and Exploitation of 

the Continental Shelf and the Seabed and its Subsoil (Offshore Protocol) to the 

Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of 

the Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention). 

 
09.45 - 10.15 Agenda Item 4 Overview of offshore activities in the Mediterranean 

region 

 

The Secretariat will provide an overview of offshore activities in the Mediterranean 

region. The presentation will be based on data made available by Clarkson 

Research. A set of publications and maps from Clarkson Research will be made 

available to the participants of the Meeting.  
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The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 
10.15 - 10.45 Coffee break 

10.45 - 11.30 Agenda Item 5 Types of installation & related risks for offshore 

activities 

 

Taking into consideration Article 1 of the Protocol on Definitions, the representative of 

the International Association of Oil and Gas Producers (OGP), Mr John Campbell, 

will introduce the different types of installation and related risks of offshore activities.  

 

The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 

11.30 - 12.00 Agenda Item 6 Overview of players and synergies 

 

The representative of OGP will continue his introduction providing an overview of the 

main players involved in offshore activities. He will emphasise their role, and 

interaction.  

 

The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 

12.00 - 13.00 Lunch 

 

13.00 - 13.45 Agenda Item 7 EU regulatory framework in the field of offshore 

activities 

 

In accordance with Article 30.2.h of the Protocol, the Parties shall “facilitate the 

implementation of policies and the achievement of the objectives referred in Section 

V (Cooperation), in particular the harmonization of national and European Community 

legislation”. In this context, a presentation of the regulatory regime in the EU and its 

latest developments will be introduced by a representative from the European 

Commission. 

 

The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 
13.45 - 14.30 Agenda Item 8 OSPAR’s actions and measures in the field of 

offshore activities 

 

According to Article 23, paragraph 2 of the Protocol, “the Parties, shall, as soon as 

possible, endeavour to harmonize their laws and regulations with the International 

rules, standards and recommended practices and procedures”. In view of considering 

existing rules, standards, practices and procedures from other regions with 

experience in the matter, the representative of the Convention for the Protection of 

the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR Convention), Dr. Maria 

Luisa Rodriguez Lucas, Deputy Secretary of the OSPAR Commission, will introduce 

OSPAR’s actions and measures in the field of offshore activities.  

 

The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 
14.30 - 15.00 Agenda Item 9 Offshore regulation and practice in UK 

 

To continue on the review of existing rules, standards, practices and procedures from 

other regions, Mr Stephen Walker, Head of Strategic Intervention – Energy Division, 
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Health Safety Executive (HSE), United Kingdom, will introduce the Offshore 

regulations in place in the United Kingdom.  

 

The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 
15.00 - 15.30 Agenda Item 10 Offshore regulation and practice in Italy 

 

With a view to considering Mediterranean coastal States’ rules, standards, practices 

and procedures, the representative of the Ministry of Economic Development of Italy 

will introduce the Offshore regulations in place in Italy.  

 

The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 
15.30 - 16.00 Coffee break 

 

16.00 - 16.45 Agenda Item 11 How to satisfy national regulations in different 

countries? 

 

According to Article 4 of the Protocol, “all activities in the Protocol Area shall be 

subject to the prior written authorization for exploration or exploitation from the 

competent authority. […] Such authorization shall be granted in accordance with the 

appropriate procedure, as defined by the competent authority”. In this context, the 

representatives of Noble Energy, Mr Clinton Glen Boman, Director, Environment 

Health & Safety, Global Emergency Response and Ms Sarah Watson, Director, 

Watson Energy Consulting will present the approach of the company to satisfy 

national regulations in different countries.  

 

The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 
16.45 - 17.30 Agenda Item 12 Offshore installation verification 

 

According to Article 15 of the Protocol, “the Contracting Parties with whose 

jurisdiction activities are envisaged or are being carried out shall ensure that safety 

measures are taken with regards to the design, construction, placement, equipment, 

marking, operation and maintenance of installations.” In this respect, the 

representative of  Det Norske Veritas (DNV), Mr Simack Ataibi, Business 

Development Manager, will introduce the experience of DNV in offshore installations 

verification. 

  

The Meeting will be invited to comment and take note of the information provided.  

 

Day II: 14
th

 June 2013 
 

09.00 – 15.00 Agenda Item 13-15  Panel Discussion: Authorization, Control of  

operations and Human element 

 

Mr. Walker (Health Safety Executive (HSE), United Kingdom) will moderate the 

discussion through specific questions to the participants of the Meeting and to the 

panel composed of representatives from the Italian Ministry of Economic 

Development, Mabruk Oil Operations, OGP, Noble Energy and DNV.  
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The Meeting participants will be invited to actively participate in the discussion by 

sharing their experiences and raising relevant questions.  
 

15.30 – 17.00 Agenda Item 16  Panel Discussion: Operational discharges 

 

Dr. Rodriguez (OSPAR Convention) will moderate the discussion through specific 

questions to the participants of the Meeting and to the panel composed of 

representatives from the Programme for the Assessment and Control of Pollution in 

the Mediterranean Region (MED POL), Noble Energy and REMPEC.  

  

The Meeting participants will be invited to actively participate in the discussion by 

sharing their experiences and raising relevant questions.  

 
17.00 – 17.30 Agenda Item 17  Conclusions and recommendations 

 

The Director of REMPEC will address the Meeting and highlight the main conclusions 

and recommendations from the 1
st
 Offshore Protocol Working Group Meeting. 

 

The Meeting will be invited to consider, discuss, and agree upon a set of 

recommendations to be considered for the preparation of the 2
nd

 Offshore Protocol 

Working Group Meeting. 
 

17.30 Agenda Item 18: Closure of the Meeting  

 

The Meeting is expected to be closed by the Director of REMPEC at 17.30 hours on 

Friday, 14 June 2013. 
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 Timetable  

 

 

 

Day I: Thursday, 13 June 2013 

  

08.30 - 09.00 Registration of the participants. 

09.00 - 09.45 

Agenda Item 1 Opening 

Agenda Item 2 Organization of the Meeting 

Agenda Item 3 Presentation of the Offshore Protocol 

09.45 - 10.15 Agenda Item 4 Overview of offshore activities in the Mediterranean region 

10.15 - 10.45 Coffee break 

10.45 - 11.30 Agenda Item 5 Types of installation & related risks for offshore activities 

11.30 - 12.00 Agenda Item 6 Overview of players and synergies 

12.00 - 13.00 Lunch 

13.00 - 13.45 Agenda Item 7 EU regulatory framework in the field of offshore activities 

13.45 - 14.30 Agenda Item 8 
OSPAR’s actions and measures in the field of offshore 

activities 

14.30 - 15.00 Agenda Item 9 Offshore regulation and practice in UK 

15.00 - 15.30 Agenda Item 10 Offshore regulation and practice in Italy 

15.30 - 16.00 Coffee break 

16.00 - 16.45 Agenda Item 11 How to satisfy national regulations in different countries? 

16.45 - 17.30 Agenda Item 12 Offshore installation verification 

 

Day II: Friday, 14 June 2013 

09.00 - 10.30 Agenda Item 13 Panel Discussion: Authorization 

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee break 

11.00 - 12.30 Agenda Item 14 Panel Discussion: Control of operations 

12.30 - 13.30 Lunch 

13.30 – 15.00 Agenda Item 15 Panel Discussion: Human element 

15.00 - 15.30 Coffee break 

15.30 – 17.00 Agenda Item 16 Panel Discussion: Operational discharges 

17.00 – 17.30 Agenda Item 17 Conclusions and recommendations 

17.30 Agenda Item 18 Closure of the Meeting  
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 

 

WORKING DOCUMENTS 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG. 384/2  Provisional Annotated Agenda. 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG. 384/3  Offshore Protocol Questionnaire 

 

 

INFORMATION DOCUMENTS 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG. 384/INF.1 Offshore Protocol  

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG. 384/INF.2 Decision IG.20.12 

 

 

The following dissertations (INF.3 to INF.8) were produced by students from the IMO International 

Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) for the award of the Degree of Master of Laws (LL.M.) in International 

Maritime Law.  These dissertations are made available for information purposes only. The authors of 

these documents, IMO, UNEP, IMLI, MAP and REMPEC assume no liability whatsoever for any 

potentially damaging consequences which could result from the interpretation and use of information 

presented on these documents. The information contained in these documents do not imply the 

expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the authors of these documents, IMO, UNEP, 

MAP, IMLI and REMPEC concerning the legal status of any State, Territory, city or area, or of its 

authorities, or concerning the delimitation of their frontiers or boundaries. 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG 384/INF.3 A legal analysis of marine pollution laws and regulations and 

 their adequacy to meet the challenges posed by recent 

 offshore drilling off the coast of Sierra Leone (Ramot Jalloh). 

  

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG 384/INF.4 Dealing with decommissioning costs of offshore oil and gas 

 field installations: An appraisal of existing regimes (David 

 Testa). 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG 384/INF.5 Offshore drilling in ocean waters and its adverse effect on the 

 potential of blue carbon storage of coastal state: A Belize 

 perspective (Llewelyn Usher) . 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG 384/INF.6 A legal discussion on civil liability for oil pollution damage 

 resulting from offshore oil rigs in the light of the recent 

 DEEPWATER HORIZON Incident (Dr Sciculna & Dr. 

 Guiterrez). 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG 384/INF.7 Legal analysis of international conventions for the prevention 

 of vessel-source marine pollution: A Maldivian perspective 

 (Ms Sandra Betancourt). 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG 384/INF.8 Guidelines to The Protocol Concerning Marine Pollution and 

     Exploitation of the  Continental Shelf – Regional Organization 

     for the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME),  

     Kuwait. 

  

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG 384/INF.9 List of Documents 

 

UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG 384/INF.10 Provisional List of Participants. 
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