



































































































































chapter 3 ¢« Marine resources

3.2.4 Shark

The catch is primarily made up of the species Carcharhinus requiem. Sharks are
mostly caught by subsistence and small-scale artisanal fishermen and by the
commercial purse-seine [leet as bycatch. Generally only the fins are used
commercially, although on occasion the skin, meat and oil are also used. Sunking
has been commercial longlining for several years for skins and fins and another
company is currently fishing for deep-water species of Centrophorus sp. for oil.
Around 5,000 kg of fins were exported in 1989. Although there has been no stock
assessment, Skewes (1990) concludes that the resource is not under any significant
pressure at this time.

3.2.5 Pearl oysters

Three commercially important species of pearl oyster are taken: blacklip (Pinctada
margaritifera). goldlip (Pinctada maxima) and brownlip (Pteria penguin). Recent
goldlip surveys in the vicinity of Wagina failed to find it in some areas and it is
believed to have been subject to systematic over-harvesting. Skewes (1990)
suggests that blacklip shell is under the most fishing pressure and is more
vulnerable to artisanal free-divers than the deeper varieties, that urgent assessment
is needed for the fishery, and that a national annual quota for both goldlip and
blacklip should be considered.

3.2.6 Green snail

Little is known about the status ol the green snail (Turbo marmoratus), but Skewes
(1990) states that there are indications that the stocks are currently over-exploited
due to the high prices offered for it. Green snail is fished by local small-scale
artisanal fishermen and sold to traders for export. Skewes (1990) recommends that
marine reserves and a national quota be instituted to limit the current level of
exploitation.

3.2.7 Trochus

Trochus shell (Trochus niloticus) is the most important non-finfish resource in
Solomon Islands in terms of export earning. It earned approximately $SI 4.5 million
in 1989 (Skewes 1990). Except for the unknown amount used for subsistence food,
trochus shell is either exported or sold 1o two recently started button factories. No
studies on the status of the stocks in Solomon Islands have been carried out, but
Skewes (1990) states that exploitation of trochus may be above the sustainable
level.
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