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INTRODUCTiat 

1, Pursuant co Oovernin9 Council decision 14/4 ol !8 ,June 1987 and General 
A11embly resolution 42/185 of 11 o,,camber 1987, the t.irat apecial ••11ion of the 
Governin9 Council of the United Nation, BnviroMent Pro9ranne (UlflP) waa held at 
UNBP headquarter ■, Nairobi, from 14 to 18 March 19~8. The Council adopted the 
present report at the 7th •••tln9 of the seaalon, on 18 N~rch 1988, 

-1-



CHAPTER I 

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION 

A. Qpening of the seswion 

2. The first apecial soosion WAS opened by Mr. J. Illueca (Panama), President of 
the Council. 

3. In his opening statemvnt, the President reviewed some of the m~jor events 
related to international co-operation in the field of the enviro~fflsnt that had 
taken place sinca the fourteenth session of the Council and nutl14ed the main tasks 
befor• the Council at its current session. 

e. Attendance 

4. The following States members of the Governing Council 11 were represented at 
the 1eHion1 

Argentina 
Australia 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Bulgaria 
Burundi 
Canada 
C~iile 
China 
Colombia 
C■echoslovakia 

Denmark 
Fraooe 
Germany, FederDl 

Republic of 
Ghana 
Greece 
India 

Iridonesia 
Iraq 
Japan 
Jordan 
KeD)'a 
Mauritania 
Mcaico 
Netherlands 
Nigeria 
Qnan 
PanMid 
Poland 
Republic of Korea 
Sene93l 
Srl Lankll 
Swaziland 
Sweden 
Switzorland 

Syrian Arab Republic 
Thailand 
Tunhia 
Turicey 
Uganda 
Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Republic 
Union of Soviet 

Socialist Repu~llcs 
United Kingdom of 

Great Britain ond 
Northern Ireland 

United States of 
America 

Vene■uela 

Yugoslavia 
Zaire 
Zambia 

11 The membership of the Governing Cowncil was determined by elections held 
at the 93rd plenary meeting of the thirty-ninth session of the Uen~ral Assembly, on 
10 December 1984, the 120th and 123rd plenary meetings of the fortieth session, 
held on 17 Decamber 1985 and 28 April 1986, at~ the 98th plenary meeting of the 
forty-first session, held on 5 December 1986 (decisions 39/310, 40/316 and 
41/310). At the 97th plenary meeting of its forty-second aession, on 
11 December 1987, the General Assembly decided to defer elections to the Governing 
Council until its forty-third session and to exLend by one year the term of office 
of those States members of the Governing Council whose term would expire on 
31 December 1987 (decision 42/448). 
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s. The following State& Member& of the United Nations but not member• of the 
Governing Council were repreaented by observers1 

Algeri~ 
Austria 
Bangladesh 
Belgium 
Burkina Faso 
Costa Rica 
Cote d I lvoire 
Democratic Kampuchea 
Djibouti 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Finland 
German Democratic Republic 
G•.&yana 
Israel 
Italy 
Kuwait 
Lesotho 
Liberi ... 

Malawi 
Maldives 
Morocco 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Peru 
Philippines 
Portugal 
Rwanda 
Saudi Arabia 
Somalia 
Spain 
Sudan 
Togo 
United Republic ~f 

Tanzan,.a 
Yemen 
Zilftbabwe 

6, ~he toilowing State not a Member of the United Nations ~a• repr•■ented by an 
observer a 

Holy Seo 

7, The following t'nited Nations bodies and Secretari~t unit ■ were repreaented1 

United Nationa Department of International Economic and Social A~faira 
United •1ationa InforMatlon Centre, Ha.i.robi 
Economic C~1m1iasion for Europe (ECE) 
United ~iations Centre for Human Sett.hments (Habitat) 
United Nation■ Development Programme (UNDP) 
United Nation■ Population rund (UNFPA) 
Office of the United Nation■ High Commissloner for Refugee~ (UNHCR) 
The World Food Progrenne (WFP) 

8. The following speciali ■ed agencies or other orgftni ■ations in the United 
Nations syat~m were represented1 

International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
rood and Agriculture Organi ■ation of the United Nations (FAO) 
United Nations Educational, Scientific anu Cultural Organization ~~8ESCO) 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
World Healtn Organi ■ation (WHO) 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNJDO) 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) WAG nlso represented. 
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9, The followin9 oth~r inter9overnmental or9ani1ationa were repreaenteda 

Conwniaaion uf the European Communities 
Council for Mutual Boonomio Jeai ■tanae (CMEA) 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 
Intergovernmental Ooeano9raphic Commi11ion (lOC) 
Lake Chad Baain Commiaaion (LCBC) 
League of Arab State■ (LAS) 
Organiaation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OICD) 
Organi ■ation nf Africao Unity (OAU) 

10, In addition, 12 international non-governmental or9ani1atioaa were repre■ented 
by ob■ervera. 

11, The following other or9ani1ation■ were repre■ented by obaerver11 

African National Con9r•■• (AHC) 
Paleatine Liberation Organi11tion (PLO) 
Pan Afriaaniat Congrea ■ of Amenia (PAC) 
South Weat Africa People'• Organi ■ation ~SWAPO) 

C, Offig•n 

12, According to rule 18 of the rule■ of procedure, "at the connrAcement of the 
fir■ t meeting of ita regular ••■■ ion, the Governing Council ■hall elect a 
Preaident, th1·ee Viae-Presldenta and a R,1pporteur from among it■ member■". Rule 19 
provide■ that the Preaident, Vice-Pre1ident1 and Rapporteur ■hall hold offtoe u~til 
their aucceaaoro er• elected (i.e., at the lat meeting of the neat regular 
aea■ ion), Accordingly, the following officer ■, elected at the fourteenth regular 
■e11ion, continued to aerve in their re■pective aapacitie■ at the fir ■t apeaial 
■•uion1 

Pr11i01nt1 Mr, J, lllueca (Panama) 

Yig1-er1aid1nt11 Mr, z. R, Anaari (India) 
Mr, c. J, Butale (Bot■wana) 
Ma, D, Prot■enko (Ukrainian Soviet Sociali■ t Repu!»lla) 

B1apartaur1 Mr, P, Sutter (Swit■erland) 

13, At the opening meeting of the ■e ■ aion, the Council waa informed that 
Mr, Ansari (India), Vice-President of the Council, had apolo9i1ed for being unable 
to attend the session and had nominated Mr■, M, Bhalla, head of the Indian 
delegation at the aeasion, to perform his function& in the Bureau. 

o. cr101nua1s 

14, In accordance with rule 17, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure of the 
Council, the Bureau examined the credentials of the d~legationa attending the 
fourteenth session, The Bureau tound the credential& in order and 10 repor~ed to 
th• Council, which approved the Bureau's repnrt at the 7th meetin9 of the ■•■■ ion, 
on 18 March. 
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1~. At the opaning mealing of the uauuion, the Counoil adopted th• followin9 
~v•nda on the bau1u of thu revised provisional a9enda by th• B1ecutiv• Dl~ector 
(UNEP/GCSH,1/1/Re •,1)1 

1, oi,aninQ of the sauion. 

z. Adoption of the n9enda and organization of work, 

l, Credentials of ropro1entativeu, 

4. System-wide mediwn-t•rm environment pro9ramm• (1990-1995) and the 
medium-term plan of the United Nations Environment Pro9run• for the 
period 1990-·U9!L 

5, Propond revhiona to chapter 12 ("f.aNironment") of the current United 
Nations mediwn-term plan. 

fi, Adoption of the rovort, 

1. Closure of the 1ee1lon. 

16. The 11poke1man ot the Latin American aud Caribbean Group 1ald that hh 9roup 
had no difficulty with the three top101 p1·opuued under item• 4 and ts of the a9enda, 
but felt that ulnoe the Oovernln9 Council at it11 fourteenth ••••ion and the United 
Nations General A1aembly at it• forty-1econd ••••ion had approved th• itu1 
"Syutem-wide medium=term environment p1·09ran1H ( 1090-1995)" and "Revllion1 to tho 
global ~ro9rMlffle on tho onvironment of the ••tended United Nation■ aedi1111-term plan 
for th• 9eriod 198,-1989'' for the current 1peclal 1e11ion, tho•• two topic ■ 1hould 
be dl ■cu11ed f hat, attar which the medlwn~term plan of th• United Nation■ 
Environment Pro9rMll'lla for th• pu lod U90,,109S could be con■ idered, within the tlmo 
available at tho ••■ uion, 

17. At the openinq m••~in9 ol the ••••ion, th• aovernin9 Council oon■idered and 
approved th• ur9ani ■ation uf the work of tho 1e11ion in the li9ht of the 
1u99e1tionu made by th• secretariat 1n tho annototiona to th• revi ■ed provlaional 
a9enda and tho timetable uf meotln9u uuQQQijted by th• E1ecutlve Director 
(UNEP/OCGG,J/1/Rev,l/Add,1), 

18, Tho Cuunoll oluo duolded to oatabl hh Dn informal, ope;n-ended draftin9 group 
u.1der th• chairmnnuhip of Ms, I>, 1•r.otuouk (llkulnian SGR), with a core member ■hip 
of two raprouontntlvuti fl'om each 1·e9iu11al vroup, 111 01·der t:.o reach avreemont on 
revh luna or tlffl@ndmontu to thu ur nt.um-wide medh1m~to1·m environment pro9ran1"8 
(UNEP/OCSS,I/2 encl Corr,1 and 2), tho pl'Opo11ed medium-tum pllln of the United 
Natlonu invironnmnt. rro..,1·Mlfflo (UNl!:P/OCSH. I /l ant1 Cuu. l), and tho propo11od 
reviaion■ to chapter 12 ( "Envhonnurnt") or t.tu, ttxtttnded United N11tlon11 medium tuam 
plan fort.ho i,edoc.1 1084-10811 (UNEl'/Ut'.UILl/4, I\IIUUX), nncl in on.101 tu ueek 
conuen1us on draft dacloluno boforu thoy wol'o turmnlly coa1ldered by th• Council. 



19. At the 6th meeting of the session, the Council dacided that, in view of the 
heavy work-1•.>oa bllft're the draftJ.ng group, it would establ.lsh another open-ended 
drafting group, und~~ the chairmanship of the President of the Couicil, to perform 
the second function entrusted to the drafting group that had been established at 
the opening meeting, i.e. to seek consensus on draft decisions before their 
submission to plenary for formal consideration. The dr~ftlng set up et the 
lat meeting would continue to seek agreement on revisions or amendments to the 
system-wide medium-term environment progranvne, the proposed medium-term plan of the 
United Nations Environment Programme, and the proposed revisions to chapter 12 ot 
the United Nations medium-term plan. 

o. 1At.1'POuctoty statement by the Executive Ditector 

20. ht the opening meeti~g of the session, the Executive Director made an 
J.ntroduct•Jry statement focusing on the ma! .. 1 tasks before the CouncJ l in the light 
of General Asse~bly resolutlone 42/186 and 42/187, in which the Assembly endorsed 
the Environmental Perspective ~o the Year 2000 and Beyond and welcomed the report 
of the World Commission on Environment and Devel<' ···,nt entitled Our Congnon 
Future, ZI Th• full text of the Executive Director's statement ls contained in 
documont UNEP/GCSS,I/6/Add,l and Corr.l, 

~I A/42/427, annex. 
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CHAPTER II 

MATl'ERS REQUIRING THE SPECIAL ATTl!:NTIClf OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AND/OR THE ECONc»tIC AND SOC11lL COUNCIL 

A. Action with reagact to reeolutiona of the General Assembly 

21. In paragraph 1 of its decision SS.I/1 of 18 March 1988, the Governing Council 
resolved to exercise fully the role expected of it with respect to environmental 
activities within the United Nations system, the follow-up of the Environmental 
Perspdctive to the Year 2000 and B~rond (see General A1sembly resolution 12/186, 
annex), the report of the World Convnission on Environment and Development, 11 and 
the system-wide medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995, l/ in 
accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly. 

22. The Council also decided, in paragraph i of the same decision, to include in 
the provisional agenda of its fifteenth session an item entitled "Follow-up of the 
relevant resolutions of the forty-second and forty-third sessions of the General 
Assembly". 

23. In paragraph 3 of the same decision, the Council requested the Execut!ve 
Director, using as appropriate the mechanism of the Designated Officials for 
Environmental Matters, to provide the Council at it1 fift•ench seasion with the 
reports called for in paragraphs 10 and 18 of General Assembly resolution 42/187. 
In paragraph 4 of the same decision, the Council further requested the Executive 
Director to submit to it at its fifteenth session, for consideration and 
transmittal as appropriate to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session, 
through the Economic and Social Council, a report containing propoaed comments by 
the Governing Council on the reports referred to in paragraph 3 of the decision and 
on any other matters concerning progress on sustainable development that fell 
within the Cou~cil's mandate. 

e. Environmental considerations in tho international 0111•.1•
1,omont 

strategy for tho fourth united Nation• dayalognant decade 

24, In paragraph 5 of it• decision SB.Ill, the Governing Council emphasi ■ed its 
view that sustainable and enviromientally sound development should be one of the 
main objective& of u-.., r.~w international development strategy, taking into account 
the Environmental Per&J:>i'ld:.1ve to the Year 2000 and Beyond, and also the analysis 
and recoll'\i11dndations cont~ined in tho report of the World Conrnisaion on Environment 
and Deve~opment, and invited the Executive Director to contribute iully and 
actively in the process of devulopment of the strategy. 

ll ~he system-wide medium-term environment programme for the period 
1990-1995, as amended and approved by the Governing Council, la contained in 
document UNEP/GCSS.I/7/Add.l, 
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c. &ratem-yide rnoOiurn-tarm environment progrornmo 
for tbo period 1090-1005 

25, By paragraph 3 of decision SS,I/3 of 18 March 1988, the Governing Council 
approved the ■y■ tem-wide medium-term environment programme for the period 
1990-1995, aa 1\lbmitted by the Adminiatrfttive Committee on Co-ordination 
(UNBP/OCSS, 1/2 and Corr. 1 and 2) and with the amendmen(.s proposed by the Bureau, 
subject to the preparation by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination ol a 
re.vision of the po1.09ramme to be presented to the Council at its sixtttenth aeaaion 
with a view, inter alla. t,o reflecting more closely the structure and 
recommendations of the Bnviroa~ental Perspective to the Year 2000 and Beyond and 
the report of the World Commission on Environment and Development in the light of 
General Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of 11 December 1987. 

26. By paragraph 11 of the same decision, the Council brought the system-wide 
medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995 to the attention of the 
General Assembly. JI 

27. By paragraph 14 of the decision, the Council invited the governing bodies of 
the organizations and pro9rammes of the United Nations system to take fully into 
account their objective&, plans and programme budgets t~e relevant aspects of the 
system-wide medium-term onvironment programme for the period 1990-1995, while in 
paragraph 15 it urged the organizations of the United Nations system to co-operate 
closely in the implementation of the programme, giving priority to developing 
countries in eaoh of the programmes areas, 

D, 11vt1ion1 to tha global progrlQIDa on tha anyironmont 
of tbt ••t•aO•O united noticna rnoOlwn-tarm plan for 
th• porioO 1084-1989 

28. In accordance with paragraph 3 of General Asnembly resolution 42/185 of 
11 December 1987, th• Governing Council at its first special aesaion considered 
appropriate chan9es to the global programme on the environment of the extended 
United Nations medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 and, by paragraph 1 of its 
decision SS.I/7 of 18 March 1988, took note of the proposed revisions subft1itted by 
the l•ecutive Director (UNIP/GCSS,I/4, anne•>• 

29, In accordance with paragraph 2 of the same deci, ion, the comments of the 
Council on the proposed revisions are de~med to be the principles and objectives of 
the medium-term plan of the United Nations Environment Programme, as approved by 
the Council in its decision SS,I/6 of 18 March 1988, 

30. By paragraph 3 of decision SS,I/7, the Council requested the Executive 
Director to transmit the above-mentioned conanents, as well aa th~ vlewa ••pressed 
by delegations during the Council's deliberations on the proposed revisions, 
through the Committee on Programme and Co-ordination to the General Assembly at its 
forty-third session, 

l/ The sy1tem-wide medium-term environment programme for the period 
1990-199~, as amended •nd approved by the Governing Council, is contain~d in 
document UNEP/GCSS.I/7/Add,1. 
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£. co-ordlnotiop botxooo tb1 un1to4 Hatiops mo41wn-tmrrn plan 
oaa tho 1y1tom-w100 madium-tarm anviroomoot ;r0gr1111111Jt 

31. In pera1Jraph 12 of it& decision SS.I/3 on the system-wide medium-tam 
enviruan,ent pro?rmmte for the period 1990-1995, the Governing Council expreaaed its 
conc ... ·u about tt-e iteftd to maintai..i maaimum poasible co-01.dination between the 
United Nations 111itclium-term plan and the system-wide medium-term environment 
pro9ramme, in t.lHJ1 ..Light of General Aaaembly ,eaolutlon 2997 (XXVII) of 
15 December 1912, 'W'hlch 9ive■ the United Nations Environment P1·ogremme a 
co-ordinating role on environmental policies and programmes within the United 
Nation, ayatem, and reaolution 421215 of 21 December 1987, by w~ich the Aaaembly 
••tended the United Nation& medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 to include 
1990-1991. 

32. In the same vein, by paragraph 4 of decision SS,1/7 •>n proposed reviaiona to 
the global programme on the enviroment of the ••tended United Nations medium-term 
plan for the period 1984-1989, the Governin9 Council raconnend~d to the General 
A••embly that the global programme on the environment of the United Nation• 
medium-term plan beginning in 1992 should be structured along the lines of the 
ay■tem-wide medium-term environment programme to enaure uniformity of content and 
to facilitute co-ordination of th~ environmental activities being undertbken by the 
United Nations ayatem in the light of Assembly resolutions t2/186 and t2/l87 of 
11 December 1987, 

r. IM8PPrt fpr tho cnlro PrpgrDlJIDa for ACrlgoo co-aparntlon 

33. By aection I of ita deciaion SS.l/5 of 18 March 1988, the Governing Council 
urged the governing bodie1 of the organi■ationa of the United Nations ayatem to 
give priority to the provision of financial and te,.hniool aaaiatance for the 
effective implementation of each of the programme areas of the Cairo Programme for 
African Co-operation, j/ 

ii Report of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment on the 
work of it• fir•t ■eaaion (UNBP/AEC.l/2), annex I, resolution 111, sect, I, 
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CHAPTER III 

ADOPTION OF DECISIOOS* 

34, At the 7th meeting of the session, on 18 March, the Council had before it B 
number of draft decisions submitted by the Bureau (UNEP/GCSS,I/L,29/Rev,11 
UNEPIGCSS,I/L,341 UNBP/GCSS,I/L.35/Rev,lJ UNEP/GCSS.1/L,361 UNBP/GCSS,l/L,371 
UNEP/GCSS.I/L,381 UNEP/GCSS,I/L,391 and UNEP/GCSS,I/L,40), The Council adopted all 
the draft decisions by consensus, with the comments and omendments indicated balow, 

Programme policy and implementation (decision ss.111) 

35, A draft decision on this subject was submitted by the Bureau 
(UNEP/GCSS,I/L,29/Rev,1), 

36, On the propoaal of the representative of Brazil, supported by the 
representative of Mexico, the Council decided to change the word& "in response to" 
in paragraph l (b) of the draft to "approved by the" and to change the same words 
in paragraph l (c) to "welcomed by", 

37, On the proposal of the repr&sentative of Chile, speaking on behalf of the 
Group of Latin American and Caribbean States, the Council al10 decided to delet
paragraph 6 of the draft decision, 

38. The draft decision, as orally amended by the representatives of Chile and 
Brazil, was adopted by consensus. 

39, The Executive Director stated that it was his understanding that, by deleting 
paragraph e of the draft decision, the Governing Council was indicating that the 
1!:nviron.11ent rund should be used to finance requinment1, including preparation& for 
seaaion1 of the Council, that should normally be covered by the regular budget of 
the United Nation&, 

The 1000 1tot1-o(-tb1-1ovironment report «4ociaion ss.112) 

40, A draft deciaion on thia subject (UNEP/GCSS,I/L,34) wau adopted by consensus 
and without conanent. 

System-wide madlum-term enylromnent programme for the perio11090.1995 
(decision ss,113) 

41. A draft decision on this subject was submitted by the Bureau 
(UNEP/GCSS.I/L,39), 

• For the text of thd decisions adopted by the Governing Council at its 
first special session, se~ the annex to the present report. 

-10-



42, On the proposal of the representative of France, supported by the 
~opresentative of Chile, the Council decided to change the words "having considered 
t:urt.hur" in the third preambular paragraph of the draft to "having noted", 

43, On the proposal of the repreoentative of Brazil, supported by the 
re1H·auontat.ive of France and Chile, the Council also decided to amend paragraph 13 
of the draft by changing the "lords "recommends for the consideration of 
Governments" to "takes note of" and by replacing the words "and welcomes them as 
1.-soful gu.ldelines" by the words "as presented by the Admin.lstrative Committee on 
Co-ordination", 

44. The draft decision, as orally amended by the representatives of Brazil and of 
Fronro, was adopted by consensus. 

Ru.giorull 11nd. eub,egional programmes in Latin America AWLthe.....Coribbean 
( de.c.i.l.il.DJl.. s s I l / 4 ) 

45, A draft d&cision in this subject (UNEP/GCSS.I/L,36) was adopted by consensus 
nnd without co1M1ent, 

S.u»ll.O_tl._far the Cairo Pro;rNJPDe to.LA,ricon co-operation CdecisiOJLSS.~L.5.) 

46, Two draft decisions on this subject (UNEP/GCSS.I/L,37 and L.38) were adopted 
by consensus. 

47. The representative of Japan said that, while he welcomed the consenaus 
achieved on the draft d~cisions, it sh-,uld be pointed out that the countries of 
Asia, a~ well as those of Africa, ouqht to be considered i~ the provision of 
priority assistance, 

Ke..<Uwn~te.nn plan of tha Unitad Nation&_imrironment Programme for the period 
l.9.2-0...'"'._li2~.JJ1pcision ss. ill> 

48. A draft decision on this subject was submitted by the Bureau 
(UNEP/GCSS,I/L,40), 

49. On the proposal of the representative of France, supported by the 
representative of Braail, the Council decided to amend the second preambular 
paragraph of the draft by changing the words "having considered also" tC't "having 
taken note of". 

!:>O. On the proposal of the representative of the United States of America, the 
Co,mci.l dec1ded to amend paragraph 3 of the draft by changing the words "with 
reference made to" to "in the light of" in the penultimate line of the paragraph. 

51, On the proposal of the representative of France, supported by the 
representative of Brazil, the Council further decided to delete the second clause 
or paragraph 6 of the draft, 

52. The draft decision, as orally amended by the represent.otives oft.ha United 
States and France, was adopted by consonHus. 
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f.E.Oposad ruvleione to tho global progrDOMDe on tha onylronm•nt of tht 11t104o4 
UJlito4 Natione medium-term »110 ,or the period lRBt-lRIR C4101,1op ss,112> 

53, A draft decision on this subject was submitted by the Bureau 
(UNIP/GCSS,I/L,35/Rev.1), 

54. The President announced that the Bureau wished to revise para9raph a of the 
draft by inbtuting the words "the principle& and objective■ of" before the word■ 
"the medium-term plan of the United Nation& Environment Pro9ranne" in the flr■t 
line of the paragraph. 

55, The draft decision, as orally revised, was adopted by con1en1u1. 
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ss. I 11. r 1·ogrmnm1. p~lic.t onO implement,1t.ic.o 

Tho Qovornip.g cgungil. 

Recalling General Assembly resolutlon 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972, 

Racalling..AlaQ the resolutions adopted by the Council at its session of a 
special character in 1982, l/ 

Haying gonaiOorod General Assembly resolutions 421184 of 11 D8cember 1987, on 
international co-operation in the field uf the environment, 42/185 of 
11 December 1987, on the biennial cycle of sessions of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme, 42/186 Qf 11 December 1~~7, on the 
Environmental Perspective to the Year ZOOO and Beyond, 42/187 of 11 December 1987, 
on the report of the World Commission on Environment and Development, and 42/193 of 
11 December 1987, on preparation of the new international development strategy for 
the fourth United Nations development decade, 

Haying also goppldl,u.,~ the introductory report of the ~xecutiv~ Director, 11 
his introductory statement l/ and the auuut1l report of t~.e AC,ministratlve Committee 
on Co-ordination, ii 

Dearing in mind its decision s&.l,l ~f 18 March 1980, on the system-wide 
medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995, 

1. Reaolye& to exercise fully the role expected of it, 

(a) With reapeat to environmental activities within the the United NationG 
system, as set forth by the General Asa~mbly in resolution 2997 (XXVII) and by the 
Governing Council in 1ection VI, parag,·aph 3 of resolution I of 18 May 1982, 
adopted at its 1e1eion of a special character, 

(b) With respect to the follow-up of the Environmental Perspective ~o the 
Year lOOO and Beyond, approved by the General Assembly in its resolution 42/1861 

,· c) With reapeat to the report of the World Commission on Environment and 
Development, welcomed by the General Assembly in its resolution 42/1871 

(d) With re1pect to the aystum-widA medlwn-term environment programme for the 
period 1990-1995, in accordance with Ae~tion I, paragraph 2 (b), of General 
Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII)1 

11 Qi;Uc;,iol .Records of the Qenen·ui AtHtiml)ly, Wrty-se¥.Outh . .i.e.u.J..o.n, 
&.upp1ement No, 2.5 (A/37/25), part one, annex I. 

11 UNEP/GCSS.I/6 and Corr.land~ . 

.3/ UNEP/GCSS.I/6/Add.3 and Corr.lo 

ii UNEP/GCSS.I/5. 
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2, UO.Ci1'utA to include in the provisional agenda of its fifteenth session an 
item entitled "Follow-up of the relevant resolutions of the forty-second and 
forty-third rJesdone of· ~he General Aseembly" 1 

3, RJlawwta the Executive Director, using as appropriate the mechanism of 
the Designated Officials for Environmental Matters, to provide the Council at its 
fifteenth session with the following documents& 

(a) Reports made available to the Council by the governing bodies of organs, 
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, in ~ccordance with 
pbragraph 18 of General Assembly re~olution 42/187, on progress made in their 
organizations towards sustainable development, 

(b) The report prepared by the Secretary-General, in accor4ance with 
paragraph 10 of General Assembly resoluti~n 42/187, on effort• ty the organs, 
organizations and bodies of the United N~tions system to pursue au1tainable 
development, 

4, f..1&rthor regµest1 the Executive Director to submit to it at its fifteenth 
se~sion, for consideration and transmittal aa appropriate to the General Assembly 
at its forty-fourth see,ion, through the Economic and Social Council, a report 
containing proposed comments by the Governing Council on the reports referred to in 
paragraph 3 above 4nd on any other matters concerning progrees on sustainablo 
development that fall within the Council's mandate, 

5, Empboiliwi its view that sustainable and environmentally 1ound 
development should be one of the main objectives of the new international 
development oln,tegy, taking into account the Enviroamental Perapective to the Ye&u 
2000 and Beyond,~/ and also the analysis an~ recommendation, contained in the 
roport of the World Comniisaion on Environment and Development, Al and invites the 
Exocutive Director to contribute fully and actively in the process of development 
of the strategy and to keep the Council and its Coffllllittee of Permanent 
Representatives informed of developmentB. 

ss.112. DllLll.9Q utote-of-the-envirooment repurt 

'Ihu._.Q.gverning council, 

7th mooting 
1e Horeb 1988 

.B..e.<;:.&lll.iJig iLs decision 11/9 D of 24 May 1985, in which it decided, .i.n.t&LJll.111, 
that state-of-tho-onvironment reports should, in general, alternate in auccessivo 
years between a report. on economic and social aspects of the environment and a 
report on onvironmental data and assessment, 

.5/ Genet·al Assembly rosolution 421.lllb, nnnox. 

~/ h/42/427, annex. 
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Recalling further its decision 14/9 B of 18 June 1987, in which it decided, 
inter ali1, that the 1989 state-of-the-environment report should be an update of 
the 1987 report on the state of the world environment, 

Haying considered the proposal of the Executive Director l/ that the topic for 
the state-of-the-environment report for 1990 should be "Children and the 
environment", 

l. Decides that the topic of the state-of-the-environcent report for 1990 
should be "Children and the. environment"; 

2. Regpasts the Executive Director to prepare the report ~n close 
co-operation with the United Nations Children's Fund; 

3. Further regpasts the Executive Director to submit a detailed outline of 
the report to it at its fifteenth session so that delegations may comment upon it. 

ss.113. S_ystem-wide medium-term environment prograngne 
for the period 1990-1995 

The Goyerning council. 

7th meeting 
18 March 1988 

Haying considered the proposed sytem-wiae medium-tem environment programme 
for the period 1990-1995, I/ submitted by the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of 11 December 1987, 

Raying noted the proposed goals that could be achieved by Governments by 1995 
with the support of the United Nations system,~/ 

Rayiq also considered the 1987 report by the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination~/ and the introductory report of the Executive Director, ii 

Recognizing, in the light of previous experience, that the system-wide 
medium-term environment programme is a valuable mechanism for the co-ordination of 
environmental activities within the United Nations system, 

Convinced that system-wide medium-tern environment programmes should 
particularly take into account the statements contained in the Environmental 
Perspe~tive that environmental issues are closely intertwined with development 

11 UNEP/GCSS.I/6 and Corr.land 2, para. 28. 

I/ UNEP/GCSS.I/2 and Corr.land 2. 

~/ UREP/GCSS.I/2/Add.l. 

-16-



policies and practices, that consequently enviro~~ental goals and actions need to 
be defined in relation to development objectives and policies and that, although it 
is important to tackle immediate environmental problems, anticipatory and 
preventive policies are the most effective and economical in achieviny 
environmentally sou~d development, l.Q/ 

Convinced further that the reports which the governing bodies of the organs, 
organizations and progrmnmes of the United Nations system are inviced to submit not 
later than 1989, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 42/187, on progiess 
made in their organizations towards sustainable development, would make a valuabl~ 
contribution to the further de,elopment of the system-wide medium-term environment 
programme for the period 1990-1995, 

1. Takes note with DP.Pteciation of the 1987 report of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordina~ion for its efforts in formul~ting the proposed system-wide medium-wide 
environment programme, which reflects a collective effort of the United Nations 
system; 

3. A2proyes the Gystem-wide medium-term environment programme for the period 
19~0-1995, as swxnitted by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and ~1th 
the amendments proposed by the Bureau, ll/ and subject to parograph 4 below; 

4. Decides that ~tits fifteenth ~ession it will provide the Administrative 
Conwnittee on Co-ordination with its views as policy guid~nce for a revision of the 
system-wide medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995 to be 
presenteC to the Council at its sixteenth session, with a view, inter alia, to 
reflecting more closely the struc~ure and recommendations of the Environmental 
Perspective ~o the Year 2000 and Beyond and the report of the World Commission on 
Environment and Development~/ in the ~ight of General Assembly resolutions 42/18C 
and 421187, and with a view to identifying the cross-references between sources of 
environmental problems and subject-matter environmental sectors; 

5 Bsgyests the Executive Director to seek in 1988 the views of Governments 
on revision& to be made to the sytem-wide medium-term environment programme for the 
period 1990-·1995 and to report to it at its fift.eenth session on those views; 

6. Inyites the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to prepare, for 
submission to the Council at its sixteenth session, a revised system-wide 
medium-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995, reflecting the guidance 
of the Governing Council and the endeavours of the organs, organizations and 
programnes of the United Nations system towards environmentally sound and 
sustainable development, endeavours which are to be described in the reports to the 
General Assembly called for by the Assembly in its resolutions 42/186 and 42/187; 

10/ General Assembly resolution 42/186, annex, paras. 3 (e) and (f). 

ll/ UNEP/GCSS.I/L.31 and Corr.land Add.1-5. 
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7, J2.eglli.& to add a new sub-item (c) to the present item 6 of th& 
provisinn4l agenda of its fifteenth session, ll/ to be entitled "Guidelines for the 
revision of the system-wide medium-term environment programme !or the period 
1990-1995" I 

8, Decides to recommend to the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 
that it should arrange for an evaluation of the first system-wide medium-term 
environment programm• (1984-1989) for submission to the Council at its sixteenth 
session in the light of the preparatory wo~k for a revision of the system-wide 
~edium-term environment programme for the period 1990-19951 

9, Re;ueets the Executive Direc~or to bring the approved system-wide 
mediarn-term environment programme for the period 1990-1995 to the attention of all 
Governments and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, 

70, Calle upon Governments, intergo rnmental organizations and international 
non-g~vernmental orgdnizations to give their full support and co-operation to the 
implemontation of the system-wide medium-term environment programn,e, 

11, Brings the system-wide mediwn-term environment programme for thg period 
1990-1995 to the atten~ion of the General Assembly, 

12. Expresses its concern to the General Assembly about the need to maintain 
maximum possible co-ordination between thd United Nations medium-term plan and the 
system-widb mediwn-term ~nvironment progrwnme, in the light of General Assembly 
resolution Z997 (XXVII) 011 15 Decombt>: H'7 2, which gives the UniteJ Nations 
Environment rrogramme a c~-ordinating role on environmental policies and programmes 
within thv United Nations systen1, and reoolution 42/215 of 21 December 1987, by 
which the G"neral Assembly extended the United Nations mediwn-term plan for the 
period 1984-1989 to include 1990-19911 

13, ~~e note of the proposed goals that could be achieved by Governmentr. by 
1995 with the •upport of the United Nations system, ii as presented by the 
Administrative Cornm.ittee on Co-ordination, 

14, Inyites the governing bodies of the organizations and programm~s of the 
United Nations system to take fully into account in their objectives, plans end 
programme budgets the relevant aspects of the system-wide medium-term environment 
programme for the period 1990-1995; 

15, llISWl the organizations of t.1,e United Nations system to co-operate 
closely in the implementation of the system-wide medium-term environment programme, 
giving priority to developing countries in the implementation of the stretugies in 
each of th9 pr~~ramme areas; 

16, H..o.t.ei the decision ~f the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination that 
the Designated Officials for Envir1nmental Matters should have responsibility for 

ll/ See the report of the Grverning Council on the work of its fourtheenth 
sessiC'n (Official Records of.-the~rui.r.-a.LA1asembly, Forty-second Seesign, supple.me.1tt 
tio..a..-ll (A/42/25 and Corr.l)), aunex, other decisions, p. 9!. 
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cond,rnting a quulitative evulu1~U.on of the system-wide medium-term environment 
programme, l.l/ 

17, £ndQui.H. the need expressed by the Administrative Committee on 
Co-ordination li/ to develop suitable monitoring procedures for the system-wide 
mediwn-term environment programme; 

18, BQQl.llUitJi the Ext>cuth e Director to continue to pursue active 
consultations with the execnti\O heads of the organizations of the United Nations 
system to ensure the further development and affe~~ive implementation of the 
system-wide modiwn-term envi runrnent programme, 

19. Reguests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its 
regular sessions on progress in the implementation of the system-wide medium-term 
environment programme for the peiriod 1990-1995. 

7th mooting 
1a March use 

SS.I/4. Reglonal and subre~ional protJranunes in Latin America 
AllLt.wt CIU ibbean 

ne..aoverning council. 

Recallinq its decisions 13/21 of 23 May 1905, 13/32 of 24 May 1985 and 14/21 
of 18 June 1987, 

Taking into 4ccount tho resu~ts of the Extraordinary Intergove?nmental Meeting 
of the Action Plan for the P1·otect.ton of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas 
of tha South-East Pacific, held at Bogot, in April 1987, and of the XIX Regular 
Meeting of Ministera for Foreign Affairs of the Permanent Commission for the South 
Pacific, held at Quito in December 1ge1, 

Noting that the mediwn-term plan of the United Nation• Environment Programme 
for the period 1990-1995 ll/ includes among its objective, the continuation and 
ehancement of regional and interregional co-operation in the management of marine 
regions, 

Dtllling..in.mi.nd chat tho system-wide medi\lm-term environment programme for the 
period 1990-1995 Bl also include~ among its objectives the mainten~nce and 
enhancement of the quality or regional marine environments and the ac~~dvement of 
the sustainable use of the resources of marlne regions, 

1. E:xpxe.5s.e.&L. i.t&La»P.re.c.iil.U.o.n to the United Nations Environment Programme 
for its involvement with and support for the Action Plan for the Protection of the 

lJ/ UNEP/GCSS,I/5, para. 22. 

14/ UNEP/GCSS. l/2 and Corr. I and 2, para. 400. 

151 UNEP/GCSS.I/3 and Corr.I. 
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Marine Environment and Coastal Areaa of the South--East Pacific and the Action Plan 
for the Caribtean Environment Programme, 

2. Decides that in developing tho mediwn-term plan of the United Nationa 
Environment Programme for the ~eriod 1Y90-199S, priority should continue to be 
given, within the oceans and coastal areas programme, to the Action Plan for the 
Protection of the M~rlne Environment and Coastal Areas of the South-~ast Pacific 
and the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme, 

3. BoQuests the Executive Director to continue providing technical and 
financial support, within availablo resources, for activities under the South-East 
Pacific Action Plan and the Caribbean Action Plan. 

7tu mooting 
1a March 19ae 

ss.115. su8port fur tho Cairo ProgrWJMDe for Afri;an Co-aperation 

The Goyarnlng coupcil. 

Recalling decision 14/15 C of 17 June 1987, which highlighted the need for the 
Executive Director to mobilize more tunds through United Nations organizations and 
other funding agencies for the effective implementation of the Cairo Programme for 
African Co-operation of 1985 ll/ and the United Nations Programme of Action for 
African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990, ll/ 

Na,lng that the ultimate goal of the Cairo Programme for Afrioan Co-operation 
and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and 
Development 1986-1990 is the achievement of sustainable development, 

I 

Urge~ the governing bodies of the organizations of the United Nations system 
to give priority to the provision of financial and technical assistance for the 
effective implementation of each of the programme areas of the Cairo Programme for 
African Co-Qperation, 

1. Hotoa with apprecibtion the United Nations Environment Programme's 
involvement. iu and support for the Cairo Prc,gramme for African Co-oporatlon1 

1.6./ Report of the African Ministerial Con!ex·ence on the EnvJ ronment on th" 
work of its first session (UNEP/AEC.l/2), annex I, resolutiun l/1, sect. 1. 

ll/ General Assembly resolution S-13/2, annex. 
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2, U[ge§ the Executive Director to continue to qivo priority to the 
implementation of the Caho Programme in tha next th1ee pi:ogramme budgets of the 
lJnltttd Nations Environment Programme. 

Ith moating 
u Morch llU. 

ss. I/ 6. Mttcli.wn.'.'"..t.a.nn....llloo of .-tJlll United Notions Envi romncmt 
f.xpgramme (gc tho soriod 1990-1~5 

Iwl .. Ji.o~arning Council. 

liav.inq__consideted the proposed medium-term plan of the United Nations 
Environment Programme for the period 1990-1995, li/ submitted by the Executive 
Uiroct.or, 

lliaving ttlken note Q.f the targets for tho United Nations Environment Programme 
proposed by the Executive Director, .18./ 

Ro.c.Qgnizing thet the medium-term plan of thA United Nations Environment 
Programme for the period 1990-1995 outlines the role of the United Nations 
Bnvironment Programme as an actor and partner in the system-wide medium-term 
environment programme for the period 1990-1995, a1 

1. Approve.&. the medium-term plan of the Unit.id Nations Environment Progr&mme 
for the poriod 1990-199r- with the amendments proposed by the Bureau, .U/ 

2. Reguest;.a the Executive Directo1· to ut.ie tho mediwn-te:..r.1 plan as a guide 
for formulating tho next. three programme budgets of the United Nations Environment 
Progrwrime, subject to paragraph 3 bftlow; 

3, lllx.th.u.I...reguests the Executive Director to reflect more thoroughly in 
future programma budgets or the Environment Programmo and in tho system-wide 
medium-term environment programme for the poriod 1990-1995, following its mid-term 
review in 1992, the recommendations ~ontained in the Environmental Perspective to 
the Year 2000 and Beyond ii and the views expressed in tho report of the World 
Commission on Environment and Development .ti.I in the light of General Assembly 
resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of 11 December 19871 

4. Jnvit.ea the Executive Director to reviRo the mediwn-torm plan for the 
Unitod Nations Environment Programme for the period 1990-1995 i11 parallel with tho 
revision of the system-wide mediwn--torm environment progrMUne for the period 
1990-19Q5, es approved by tho Council in its decision SS,I/3 of 18 March 1988, for 
conaiderotion by the Council et its sixteenth eossion; 

5. t~,·tbu.L" .... l".Q.Q.\HUi.t..li. the Excutive Di nictot· to prepare 0.n 0xplanato1·y not,e, 
pre(orubly in chart form, indicating tho cross-roforences between tho ''problems 

181 UNEP/GCS&.I/3/Add.l 

19/ UNEP/GCSS,I/L,41, 
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addressed" and "strategies" of the modiwn-torm plan for the Un.lted Nations 
Environment Programme and the proposed targets for t.ho Environment. Progrwnmo and to 
circulate this note prlor to the fifteenth session of the Council; 

6. Conei(lerp tho targets proposed t'or tho Unitod Nat ions Env.irnnmont 
Programme for 1995 to be management guidelines for monitoring the porformance of 
the Sfteaotariat of the Environment Programme. 

lth_.mo.D..Ung 
18 Hinch 1988 

ss. 111. Prgpoeed revisions to the global J?.l'.o.uuw1ruLQ.1LJJle. 
enyiromnent or: tbo extended Uni.t.w.'l.Nill.a11u modium
term plan for the period 1984-1989 

Tho Governing council. 

Having considered tho Executivo Director's proposed revioions to tho global 
programme on the environment of the extended United Nationo medium-term plan fox· 
the period 1984-1989, ~/ 

aoaring in mind General Assembly resolution 42/215 of 21 Decombor 1987, in 
which the General Assembly decided to extned the current Unitod Nations medium-term 
plan for a further two-year period, 

1. Tatge note of the proposed revisions to tho global programme on the 
environment of the extended Unitod Nations modium-ter:m plan for the period 
1984-19891 

2, Considers that the principles and objoctiv~s of the mediwn-torm plan of 
the United Nations invironment Programme for tho period 1990-1095, aa approved by 
the Council in its dJc:ision 88,1/6 of 18 March 1988, constitute tho commonto of tho 
Council on the proposed revisions to the global programme on the environment of tho 
extended United Nbtions medium-term plan for the per.lo~ 1984-1989; 

3, Reguepte the Executive Director to forward tho comments of tho Governing 
Council, es well as the views oxprosoed by delegations during tho Council'e 
deliberations on the proposed revisions, through the Committee on Prngranvno and 
Co-ordination, to tho General Assembly at its forty-third eeuuion; 

4. Rw:.mnmWlO.a to the Gonttrd Assemb:a.y that tho ylobal 1H·og1·wnmo on t.he 
environment of tho United Nations medium-term plan beginning in 1992 be utruc:turod 
11long tho lines of the aystom-wide medium-term environment prngrwnme to onsuro 
un.lformity of content and to facilitate co-ordination of tho environmental 
activities being undertftken by tho United Nations systom in the light of General 
Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 of 11 Decembe~ 1907. 

~QI UNEP/GCSS,t/4, annox. 
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