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INTRODUCTION

1.

The Conference of Plenipotentiaries on Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the
Wider Caribbean Region held in Kingston, 15 to 18 January 1990, adopted the SPAW Protocol to
the Cartagena Convention, which came into force on 18 June 2000. Article 20 of the SPAW
Protocol establishes the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC). This Article
provides that each Party shall appoint a scientific expert appropriately qualified in the field covered
by the Protocol as its representative on the Committee, who may be accompanied by other experts
and advisors appointed by that Party. Article 20 also provides that the Committee may also seek
information from scientifically and technically qualified experts and organizations.

In light of the above, and in keeping with Decision No. 1 of the First Meeting of the Contracting
Parties (Havana, Cuba, 24-25 September 2001) and Decisions Nos. 4, 5, 10 and 17 of the Sixth
Meeting of the Contracting Parties (Montego Bay, Jamaica, 5 October 2010), this Meeting was
convened by UNEP's Caribbean Environment Programme (UNEP-CEP), in Punta Cana, Dominican
Republic on 22 October 2012.

The objectives of the Fifth Meeting of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC5)
to the SPAW Protocol were to:

- Review the status of activities of the SPAW Subprogramme for 2010-2012, including activities
of the Regional Activity Centre for SPAW (SPAW-RAC) in Guadeloupe;

- Assess the reports on protected areas presented by Parties for listing under the SPAW Protocol
and make recommendations on their listing to the SPAW COP7;

- Review the list of species proposed for listing under the SPAW Protocol by the Ad Hoc
Working Group and make recommendations to the SPAW COP7 on the listing process;

- Review the draft guidelines for exemptions under Article 11(2) of the SPAW Protocol, and
make recommendations to the SPAW COP?7 for further action; and

- Develop the 2013-2014 Workplan and Budget of the SPAW Subprogramme for subsequent
approval by the Seventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the SPAW Protocol and
Fifteenth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan of the Caribbean Environment
Programme and Twelfth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the
Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region in
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012 and 25-27 October 2012, respectively.

The Sixteen (16) Contracting Parties to the SPAW Protocol were invited to the Meeting to
nominate their respective representatives to be part of the SPAW STACS in keeping with Article 20
of the Protocol. Other member Governments of CEP, United Nations agencies and non-
governmental and intergovernmental organisations were invited to participate as Observers. The list
of participants is presented in Annex IV to this Report.
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AGENDA ITEM 1: OPENING OF THE MEETING

10.

Opening statements were provided by Mr. Nelson Andrade Colmenares, Coordinator of the
Caribbean Environment Programme and of the Secretariat to the Cartagena Convention, by Ms.
Jacqueline Alder, Coordinator, Freshwater and Marine Ecosystems Branch, Division of
Environmental Policy Implementation (DEPI), on behalf of the Executive Director of UNEP, Mr.
Achim Steiner, and by Mr. Daneris Santana, Vice-Minister of Biodiversity and Protected Areas, of
the Government of the Dominican Republic, who declared the Meeting opened at 9:15 am at the
Dreams Palm Beach Resort in Punta Cana.

In his remarks Mr. Nelson Andrade Colmenares thanked the Government of the Dominican
Republic for its financial and logistical support which made possible the convening of this Meeting
in Punta Cana as well as three other intergovernmental Meetings of CEP also held in Punta Cana
during the same week. He congratulated the Governments of The Bahamas and Grenada for
becoming new Parties to the SPAW Protocol, noting progress made in advancing the objectives of
the Protocol during the last biennium, particularly referring to its articles 7, 11 and 21. Among
other significant results he highlighted the financial contributions of the GEF and donor
Governments, such as Spain and Italy, which although not Member Countries to the CEP or Parties
to SPAW, have seen the value in supporting the programme and its activities.

Mr. Andrade Colmenares also expressed its gratitude to the staff of the SPAW-RAC for their
dedication and technical inputs, and the Government of France for its valuable financial
contribution, to the SPAW Sub-programme and the consequently to the goals of the Cartagena
Convention and its SPAW Protocol.

In closing he acknowledged the constructive participation of the many partners of SPAW, from the
academic, non-governmental and private sectors, which have made possible the implementation of
a dynamic and responsive programme for the conservation of fauna, flora and the biodiversity of
the Wider Caribbean.

Ms. Alder addressed the Meeting, conveying the focus being accorded by UNEP on the
development of an Ecosystem-based Approach to the conservation and sustainability of coastal and
marine areas, including spatial planning processes, as a hew tendency in various parts of the globe.
She emphasized the role that CEP has in sharing lessons learned in the implementation of the
SPAW Protocol with the other 17 Regional Seas Programmes, many of which also count with such
similar Protocols for the protection of wildlife and specially protected areas. Another innovative
role being played by the Wider Caribbean Region is the lessons learned being shared under the
LifeWeb Project: "Broad-scale Marine Spatial Planning of Marine Mammal Corridors and
Protected Areas in Wider Caribbean and Southeast & Northeast Pacific”.

On behalf of the Government of the Dominican Republic, Vice-Minister Santana welcomed
participants, expressing his Government’s appreciation for the selection of Punta Cana as the venue
for such relevant intergovernmental Meetings for the Wider Caribbean marine and coastal
environments, as one the megadiverse areas of the world. He noted that the Dominican Republic
has developed a Strategy for Biodiversity Use encompassing a legal and institutional framework
and has strived to consolidate its system of protected areas, which cover, to date, 25% of its
national territory, including marine protected areas.The goal is to restore and maintain vital
biodiversity and ecosystem services which are crucial to human and social development.
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AGENDA ITEM 2: ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

2.1. Rules of Procedure

11. The Meeting agreed to apply mutatis mutandis the Rules of Procedure for the Meetings of the
Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean
Region (Cartagena Convention), as contained in document UNEP(DEPI)/CAR 1G.30/4/Rev.2.

2.2. Election of Officers

12. The Meeting elected from among the representatives of the Contracting Parties to SPAW, the
Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson, and the Rapporteur for the conduct of the Meeting:

Chairperson: Vice-Minister Daneris Santana (Dominican Republic)
Vice-Chairperson: Mr. Anthony Jeremiah (Grenada)
Rapporteur: Mr. Maurice Isaacs (Bahamas)

2.3. Organization of Work

13. English, French and Spanish were the working languages of the Meeting and simultaneous
interpretation in these languages was provided. The working documents of the Meeting were also
available in all the working languages. The Provisional List of Documents of the Meeting was
presented in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.1, and as Annex Il to this report. The Meeting was
convened in plenary session.

AGENDA ITEM 3: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

14. The Meeting was invited to review and adopt the Agenda of the Meeting (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR
WG.34/1) as prepared by the Secretariat based on inputs received from the Contracting Parties
during preparations for the Meeting, on relevant recommendations and decisions from previous
STAC and COP Meetings of the SPAW Protocol, as well as on emerging issues of relevance to the
biodiversity of the Wider Caribbean. The Agenda as approved by the Meeting, is contained in Annex
l.

AGENDA ITEM 4: STATUS OF ACTIVITIES OF THE SPAW SUBPROGRAMME FOR 2010-
2012, INCLUDING ACTIVITIES OF THE REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRE FOR
SPAW (SPAW RAC) IN GUADELOUPE

15.  The Chairperson invited Ms. Alessandra VVanzella-Khouri of the Secretariat to present the “Status of
Activities of the SPAW Subprogramme for 2010-2012” (UNEP(DEPI)CAR WG.34/INF.3),
drawing attention to its three (3) Annexes:

- Annex |: Status of Budget for the SPAW Programme for 2010-2012;

- Annex II: Summary of Funds Provided by the French Government through SPAW-RAC
for the Implementation of SPAW Activities; and

- Annex II: Status of the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife
(SPAW Protocol).
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

In her presentation, Ms. Vanzella-Khouri, Programme Officer for SPAW, recalled that the
Workplan and Budget of the SPAW Programme for 2010-2012 was approved by the Sixth Meeting
of the Conference of Parties (COP6) to the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and
Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean Region (5 October 2010, Montego Bay, Jamaica) and the
Fourteenth Intergovernmental Meeting (IGM) on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment
Programme and Eleventh Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection
and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region (Montego Bay,
Jamaica, 6-9 October 2010).

She reiterated that during the period 2010-2012, activities focused on assisting countries with the
management of marine protected areas (MPASs) and a number of protected species, as well as
coordinating with other environmental agreements and programmes dealing with biodiversity issues
of particular relevance to the SPAW Protocol such as CBD, Ramsar, WHMSI, IAC and ICRI.

The day-to-day coordination for implementation of the programme activities continued to be
overseen by the SPAW Programme Officer, who is responsible for the overall coordination of the
SPAW Programme, with support from the SPAW Programme Assistant and the SPAW-RAC in
Guadeloupe. Specific activities for the 2010-2012 Workplan fell under five major programme
elements (sub-programmes):

(@ Programme Coordination;

(b)  Strengthening of Protected Areas in the Wider Caribbean Region (including training and
capacity building for marine protected areas management);

(c) Development of Guidelines for Protected Areas and Species Management;

(d) Conservation of Threatened and Endangered Species; and

(e) Conservation and Sustainable Use of Coastal and Marine Ecosystems (including ICRI and
invasive alien species activities).

During the presentation the Secretariat also briefly referred to the following on major areas of work:

- Report of the SPAW Regional Activity Centre (SPAW-RAC) in Guadeloupe: RAC Operations
and Budget for the period 2010-2012 (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.4);

- Update on the Caribbean Marine Protected Areas Management Network and Forum
(CaMPAM) and its Major Activities (includes supplement on the Caribbean Challenge Project)
(UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.5);

- Report on the Implementation of Activities in Support of the Action Plan for the Conservation
of Marine Mammals (MMAP) (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.6), including the Regional
Workshop on Marine Mammal Watching in the Wider Caribbean Region, Panama City,
Panama, 19-22 October 2011 and the LifeWeb project;

- The GEF Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem (CLME) Reef Biodiversity and Reef Fisheries
Pilot Project: An Update of its Major Achievements (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.7); and

- Status of Development of the Regional Strategy for the Control of the Lionfish Invasion in the
Wider Caribbean Region (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.8).

The Meeting was informed that since the SPAW COP6, with the accession of Grenada and The
Bahamas in 2012 there are, to date, sixteen Governments that are Contracting Parties to the SPAW
Protocol (The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, France,
Grenada, Guyana, The Netherlands, Panama, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America and Venezuela).
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In keeping with the objectives of developing synergies, promoting the Protocol and optimizing
resources, the following activities were implemented during the biennium:

- Collaboration with UNEP’s Division of Environmental Policy Implementation’s (DEPI)
Marine and Coastal Ecosystem Branch for the implementation of the LifeWeb project
“Protecting Habitats and Migration Corridors for Marine Mammals in the South and Northeast
Pacific and the Wider Caribbean through Marine Protected Area Networks”, began 17 January
2011 (USD$285,000);

- Agreement with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) for the development of
overarching principles and best practice guidelines for marine mammal watching in the Wider
Caribbean Region and a marine mammal database, signed 1 November 2010 (USD$78,515);

- Project Cooperation Agreement with the Corporation for the Sustainable Development of the
Archipelago of San Andres, Old Providence and Santa Catalina (CORALINA) for the
implementation of activities at the Seaflower Biosphere Reserve, Colombia pilot site under the
Management and Conservation of Reef Biodiversity and Reef Fisheries Pilot Project under the
Global Environment Facility’s (GEF) Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem (CLME) Project,
signed 11 March 2011 (grant for USD$260,000 provided to CORALINA);

- Project Cooperation Agreement with the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
(MMARN) for the implementation of activities at the Montecristi National Park, Dominican
Republic pilot site under the Management and Conservation of Reef Biodiversity and Reef
Fisheries Pilot Project under the GEF CLME Project, signed 20 April 2011 (grant for
USD$200,000 provided to MMARN);

- Project Cooperation Agreement with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) for the implementation of
activities at the Pedro Bank, Jamaica pilot site under the Management and Conservation of Reef
Biodiversity and Reef Fisheries Pilot Project under the GEF Caribbean Large Marine
Ecosystem Project (CLME), signed 3 May 2011 (grant for USD$336,850 provided to
TNC/Government of Jamaica); and

- Project Cooperation Agreement with the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute for the
implementation of CAMPAM activities under the Caribbean Challenge Initiative project,
signed 19 October 2011 (grant for USD$273,000 provided to GCFI).

Ms. Vanzella-Khouri, informed the Meeting about activities undertaken to strengthen marine
protected areas in the Region through CaMPAM (see UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.5). These
were primarily implemented under the project “Regional Support for the Caribbean Challenge
Initiative: Networking, consolidation and regional coordination of MPA Management”. The project,
funded by the Directorate General for Development Cooperation of the Italian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, supports the overarching Caribbean Challenge, which aims to protect 20% of marine and
coastal habitats in 8 Caribbean countries (The Bahamas, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, St. Lucia, Grenada, Antigua and Barbuda and St. Kitts and Nevis) by
2020.

In December 2011 the SPAW Secretariat invited Governments to present their protected areas for
listing under the SPAW Protocol, as a result an additional nine protected areas were proposed and
reviewed based on the guidelines for the evaluation of protected areas to be listed under the SPAW
Protocol (see Agenda Item 5). The Report of the Working Group on the Evaluation of Protected
Areas Proposed for Listing under the SPAW Protocol is contained in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/3.
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Under the guidance of the SPAW-RAC, the Working Group to Develop the Criteria and Process to
Assess Exemptions under Article 11(2) of the SPAW Protocol was established and the draft
guidance document was produced for review by the STAC5 and recommendations for approval at
SPAW COP?7 (see Report of the Working Group -UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/5) (see Agenda Item
7).

The Working Group on the Application of Criteria for Listing Species under the Annexes to the
SPAW Protocol was reactivated, with Mr. Paul Hoetjes, from the Netherlands, as the Chair. The
draft list of species proposed for protection under the SPAW Protocol was presented for review and
recommendations for approval at SPAW COP7. This includes information provided in
collaboration with the IUCN and Birdlife International. (see Report of the Working Group -
UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/4) (see Agenda ltem 6)

The Secretariat invited Ms. Héléne Souan, Director of SPAW-RAC, located in Guadeloupe, FWI
and supported by the Government of France, to present an update on the additional support received
from the SPAW-RAC to meet the objectives of this sub-programme.

In her presentation she reiterated that since early 2009, the SPAW-RAC has been hosted by the
National Park of Guadeloupe. Its staff consists of a Director, three Project Coordinators, and an
Assistant, as of 2011, fully supported by the Government of France currently to the order of USD
500,000 per year.

Ms. Souan highlighted that the RAC supported the Secretariat with various activities, especially the
coordination of actions mandated by COP6: the implementation of the listing of protected areas
under SPAW; the implementation of priorities within the Action Plan for the Conservation of
Marine Mammals in the Wider Caribbean Region (MMAP) including participation in the Lifeweb
project; coordination of the Working Group to design criteria and a procedure to assess exemptions
under Article 11(2) of the SPAW Protocol; support to the Working Group on the application of
criteria for listing species under the Annexes to the Protocol; the listing process of PAs under the
SPAW; participation in and support to activities implemented under CaMPAM, including those
carried under the Caribbean Challenge Initiative; as well as the review and translation of a number
of documents. A website is maintained in three languages (English, French and Spanish) and a
trimestral newsletter issued, with seven issues to date (see UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.4).

She finally summarized additional activities developed by the RAC upon request and funding from
the Government of France, and that are complimentary to the objectives and actions of the SPAW
Workplan.

The Chairperson thanked the Secretariat and SPAW-RAC for their comprehensive and informative
presentations and invited the Meeting to provide any comments on the activities implemented and
to make the necessary recommendations.

The delegate of the Netherlands complimented the Secretariat and the SPAW-RAC for the
impressive work reported for the biennium and applauded the progress made in the implementation
of the MMAP. He draw attention of the Meeting to the cooperation being developed in the Region
among the Netherlands, the Dominican Republic, France and the United States of America, towards
coordination of marine mammal research, surveys and management in light of the protected areas,
known as Marine Mammal Sanctuaries, established or planned under their national jurisdictions. He
further informed the Meeting about the Action Plan resulting from the Dutch Caribbean Marine
Mammal Sanctuaries Cooperation Workshop held in St. Maarten (Philipsburg, 4-5 June 2012,
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34.
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36.
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UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.12), as an example of transboundary cooperation for the
conservation of marine mammal populations in the Region.

The delegate from the United States of America thanked the Secretariat and SPAW-RAC for their
presentations and noted that his delegation was pleased with the advancements made in the
biennium 2010-2012 towards more on the ground implementation of the SPAW Sub-programme.
He further expressed support to the on-going work on marine spatial planning for marine mammal
transboundary management under the LifeWeb Project in the Wider Caribbean and South and
Northeast Pacific Regions, and stated that he would like to be considered SPAW Focal Point as far
as the Wider Caribbean aspects of this work were concerned.

The delegate of the Dominican Republic expressed the importance that capacity building for the
sound management of marine protected areas has for the Wider Caribbean Region and for the
Dominican Republic, reiterating that this is key work of the Secretariat and the SPAW Sub-
Programme and wishes that it is strengthened in the coming years.

The Secretariat responded that there is no limitations in the scope of this work which responds to
the SPAW objectives and approved workplan by the SPAW Parties, being only limited by the
availability of financial resources to accomplish approved and planned activities at the regional
level.

The Coordinator of CaMPAM, Dr. Georgina Bustamante, complemented prior interventions stating
that the work of the Secretariat through CaMPAM has benefited the Dominican Republic in several
ways, highlighting that two (2) regional MPA Training of Trainers courses (2010 and 2010) were
held in that country under CaMPAM. This was followed-up by a local training courses delivered in
cooperation with the Ministry of Environment and the local chapter of Reef Check, as well as small
grants provided to strengthen MPAs and governance of management of coastal and marine
resources in the Dominican Republic.

The delegate from Panama highlighted that it has also benefited from support from CaMPAM,
benefiting not only the Caribbean but the Pacific coast of Panama as well.

The delegate of the United States of America informed the Meeting that NOAA-US has a capacity
building programme on marine protected areas and that they stand ready to cooperate with different
countries if so invited to do .

AGENDA ITEM 5: PROTECTED AREAS PROPOSED BY PARTIES FOR LISTING UNDER

38.

39.

THE SPAW PROTOCOL

The Chairperson invited the Secretariat and Ms. Héléne Souan, Director, SPAW-RAC, as
coordinator of the Working Group to report on the protected areas presented by Parties for inclusion
under the SPAW Protocol list, as contained in the document “Report of the Working Group on the
Evaluation of Protected Areas Proposed for Listing Under the SPAW Protocol”
(UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/3). This report reflects the work undertaken by the Group following
the SPAW COP6 (Montego Bay, Jamaica, 5 October 2010).

In her report Ms Souan outlined the process for listing Protected Areas under the SPAW Protocol,
indicating that it has proceeded by the respective Working Group established with this purpose
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

and that this work has enabled the nomination of the first 18 Protected Areas by Parties to be listed
under the Protocol as follows:

- Belize: Hol Chan Marine Reserve and Glover’s Reef Marine Reserve;

- Colombia: Sanctuary Cienaga Grande de Santa Marta and the Regional Seaflower Marine
Protected Area in San Andrés and Providencia Archipelago;

- Cuba: National Park of Guanahacabibes, in Pinar del Rio;

- France: Grand Connétable Island Nature Reserve (French Guiana), the National Park of
Guadeloupe, the Réserve Naturelle Nationale of Saint-Martin, the Lagoon Ponds of St. Martin,
the National Reserve of "Petite-Terre" (Guadeloupe), and the Agoa Sanctuary ;

- The Caribbean Netherlands: Bonaire National Marine Park, the National Park the Quill and
Boven on St. Eustatius and the Saba Marine Park; and

- United States of America: Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, the Dry Tortugas
National Park (www.nps.gov/drto), the Everglades National Park in Florida, and the Flower
Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary (www.flowergarden.noaa.gov) in Texas (Gulf of
Mexico).

She further reported that nine (9) out of the eighteen (18) Protected Areas had been already
approved for listing under the Protocol by SPAW COP 6, pending a positive assessment by the
STAC, whereas the other 9 Protected Areas were presented for the first time in 2012;

The Meeting was invited to review the report and to endorse its recommendations for approval by
the SPAW COP7 (Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012).

The delegate of Colombia expressed its appreciation for the work being carried out by the
Secretariat to advance sound conservation of protected areas in the Region and to achieve the
objectives of the SPAW Protocol, recommending that the 18 proposed protected areas for listing be
endorsed and submitted for approval by the SPAW COP7.

The Governments of Cuba and of the United States of America endorsed the recommendation of
the Government of Colombia, with the USA stating that it would be important to recognize the
connectivity between human and cultural dimensions of such protected areas, as well as their
biological connectivity as exemplified well in the case of marine mammals.

The delegate of France congratulated countries for their efforts in proposing their respective
protected areas for listing under the SPAW Protocol and urged other Parties to do the same.

The delegate of the Netherlands supported the approval of the protected areas proposed,
highlighting that this is a great beginning for the SPAW Protocol as it will strengthen connectivity
among such protected areas, strongly supporting further listings of protected areas in the future
under the SPAW Protocol.

The delegate of Costa Rica, invited to participate in the Meeting as Observer, indicated that her
Government has initiated the process for ratification of the SPAW Protocol and suggested that a
map would be useful to illustrate the location and connectivity among the protected areas in the
Region being proposed for listing under the SPAW Protocol The map of the 18 Protected Areas
and the presentation reports for each of them are available on the SPAW-RAC’s Website. (see
http://car-spaw-rac.org/?Presentation-of-the-18-PAs-listed,412)
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AGENDA ITEM 6: SPECIES PROPOSED BY THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP FOR

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

LISTING UNDER THE ANNEXES OF THE SPAW PROTOCOL

The Chairperson invited the Secretariat and the Coordinator of the Ad Hoc Working Group, Mr.
Paul Hoetjes to present the list of species proposed for listing under the SPAW Protocol as
contained in the document “Report of the Working Group on the Application of Criteria for Listing
Species Under the Annexes to the SPAW Protocol (includes species proposed for listing into the
Annexes)” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/4). This report reflects the work undertaken by the Group
since its re-establishment following the SPAW COP6 (Montego Bay, Jamaica, 5 October 2010).

In his presentation he outlined the process undertaken by the Ad Hoc Working Group for assessing
the 100 species proposed for listing, highlighting that for endemic species, special consideration be
given for cooperative efforts among Member States, as well as to identifying species that are not yet
assessed or that could benefit from such cooperative efforts.

He stated that species were assessed as per IUCN’s Red List criteria, suggesting that IUCN be
requested to prioritize plants in the Wider Caribbean Region.

The Chairperson, invited the Meeting to review the report, and to provide recommendations on
further actions to be considered by SPAW COP7 (Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 23 October
2012).

The delegate of Colombia informed the Meeting that her Government will be a co-proponent of a
proposal for inclusion in the Appendix Il of the Convention on the International Trade of
Endangered Species (CITES) of the scalloped hammerhead shark (Sphyrna lewini), the Great
hammerhead shark (S. mokarran) and the smooth hammerhead shark (S. zygaena), as well as will
lead the proposal for inclusion of the Oceanic whitetip shark (Carcharhinus longimanus) in this
Appendix.

The delegate of Cuba recommended that the mandate of the existing Working Group be extended to
further complete its work with the goal of increasing the number of representatives from SPAW
Parties with their active participation and reengaging a nomination process. She also noted that the
report submitted by the Government of Cuba, which given time limitations, could not be previously
considered, be taken into account in the future work by the Working Group. She further
recommended that face-to-face Meetings be encouraged with participation of all Parties and that
Cuba would be willing to host such a Meeting. She also mentioned that each Member State should
be responsible for the management of its own exclusive endemic species, as opposed to regionally.

The delegate of France stated that its Government is in the process of internal consultation
regarding the species proposed by the Working Group and no position has been taken yet in this
regard.

The delegate of the United States of America commended the work carried out by the Working
Group, recommending that Annexes be developed as a stand-alone format, so as to allow for
changes by Member States and not be made in block. He also expressed caution that, given the
financial limitations of CEP, the budget and time required to undertake further work may not be
readily available. The US delegate noted with concern that in their opinion proposing species was
outside the mandate of the Working Group.
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55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

The delegate of Panama supported the recommendation of the Government of Cuba suggesting that
the Working Group be extended so that its work may be completed seeing that not all Parties may
be ready to adopt a final list of species.

The delegate of the Dominican Republic also voiced the same sentiments as that of the Government
of Panama, and further stated that not all Parties can readily fund the work required nationally to
complete such process of review .

The observer from the IUCN, draw attention of the Meeting to the available information in the
recently completed report “The Nassau Grouper (Epinephelus striatus)”: The urgent Case for
Regional CC onservatyion and Management”, as summarized in Information Document
UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.13, being an important species for the Region given its status as
the most threatened commercial reef fish and a predator of the invasive lionfish. Further she
offered, on behalf of the IUCN Groupers and Wrasses Specialist Group, to provide additional
information and assist in future assessment of the species.

In reacting to the interventions made, Mr. Hoetjes indeed agreed that a new process for nomination
of representatives from Member States to the Working Group would be valuable as well as
considering the report provided by Cuba which could not be done previously due to time
constraints. He further expressed the view that additional costs may not necessarily be needed to
further the work of the Working Group as much could be accomplished through enhancement of
cooperation, coordination and drawing from expertise from partners of CEP and from Member
States.

On behalf of the Government of the Netherlands he also stated that his Government would be
willing to consider the possibility of supporting a Meeting of the Working Group as per the
recommendation made by the Government of Cuba.

AGENDA ITEM 7: GUIDELINES FOR EXEMPTIONS UNDER ARTICLE 11(2) OF THE SPAW

60.

61.

62.

63.

PROTOCOL PROPOSED BY THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP

The Chairperson invited the Secretariat and Ms. Héléne Souan, Director, SPAW-RAC, as
coordinator of the Working Group to present the document “Report of the Working Group to
Develop the Criteria and Process to Assess Exemptions Under Article 11(2) of the SPAW Protocol”
(UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/5). This report reflects the work undertaken by the Group since its
establishment following the SPAW COP6 (Montego Bay, Jamaica, 5 October 2010) and includes
the “Guidance Document” to assess exemptions.

Ms. Souan drew attention to the process developed for the elaboration of the guidance document.
She also proposed that consideration be given by Member States in extending the mandate of the
Working Group to the biennium 2013-2014 in order to finalize completion of the reporting formats.

The Chairperson invited the Meeting to review the report and Guidance Document, and to provide
recommendations on further actions to be considered by SPAW COP7 (Punta Cana, Dominican
Republic, 23 October 2012).

The delegate of France voiced its support to the adoption of the Guidance Document which was
followed by a similar endorsement by the Government of the Netherlands, which having
participated in the work of the Working Group, asked that it be submitted to SPAW COP7 for
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approval.Other delegations expressed their support to the work carried out by the Working Group,
but requested additional time to conduct internal reviews of the Guidance Document before its
adoption.

AGENDA ITEM 8: WORKPLAN AND BUDGET OF THE SPAW SUBPROGRAMME FOR THE

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

2013-2014 BIENNIUM

The Chairperson invited Ms. Alessandra Vanzella-Khouri, SPAW Programme Officer from the
Secretariat to present the “Draft Workplan and Budget of the Specially Protected Areas and
Wildlife (SPAW) Subprogramme for the 2013-2014 Biennium” (contained in document
UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/6), prepared by the Secretariat on the basis of the recommendations of
the previous STAC and COP Meetings, as well as on the outcome of activities of the 2010-2012
Workplan for SPAW.

In her presentation, Ms. Vanzella-Khouri recalled the objectives of the SPAW Sub-programme,
including its Coordination component and each Sub-programme element of SPAW.  She
highlighted emerging areas of work with UNEP Regional Seas, such as the proposed Ecosystem-
based Approach (EBA) and Ecosystem-based management pilot project on Climate Change
adaptation, the Coral Reef Partnership with other Regional Seas Programmes, and the reactiviation
of linkages with the tourism private sector (e.g. cruise ship industry) in close cooperation with
SPAW-RAC.

The main coordination will continue to be provided by the Programme Officer along with an
Assistant with support from the SPAW-RAC in Guadeloupe. The Secretariat will also continue to
seek support through cost-effective means such as the use of interns. The Programme elements will
remain the same as the previous biennium; however prioritization of the elements will need to be
undertaken based on emerging needs and the human and financial resources available. In particular,
in light of the forecasted limited resources and funding for the upcoming biennium. She also
indicated that the SPAW Programme will continue to promote the activities relevant to the
development of guidelines for protected areas and species and continue to promote protected areas
for listing under the SPAW Protocol to complement the eighteen (18) being recommended for
approval to the SPAW COP7, as well as the supporting cooperation programme for the listed areas.

The Programme Officer further stated that the Working Group established for the development of
the Guidance Document on exemptions to Article 11(2) of the Protocol was expected to continue
its work in order to finalize a draft reporting formats for susequeant consideration by the Parties.
She highlighted that the process of review of species to be listed under the SPAW Protocol is also
planned to continue utilising the Working Group and the IUCN Caribbean Red List.

She noted that species conservation will focus primarily on the MMAP priorities (see
UNEP(DEPI)/CAR 1G.34/INF.6), and lauded the successful convening of the Interregional Marine
Spatial Planning and Marine Mammal Workshop, Panama, 21-24 May 2012 for which follow-up
actions are expected during 2013.

The Chairperson invited the Meeting to review the draft Workplan and provide relevant
recommendations to assist with its finalisation prior to being adopted by the Seventh Meeting of the
Contracting Parties to SPAW and the Fifteenth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for
the Caribbean Environment Programme and Twelfth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the
Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean
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70.

71.

72.

Region, in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012 and 25-27 October 2012,
respectively.

The delegate of Colombia reiterated to the Meeting the commitment of her Government to the
establishment of marine protected areas and the conservation of fauna such as sharks, sea turtles,
marine mammals and other migratory species. She also advised of the newly established
Department of Marine and Aquatic Resources within the Ministry of Environment of Colombia, in
line with the objectives of SPAW.

The delegate of the United States of America emphasized his Government position on a zero budget
growth and urged the Secretariat to maintain the same levels of budget of the previous biennium.
He indicated that the US Government has every interest in supporting sound management of marine
protected areas, highlighting the importance of CaMPAM, as well as the conservation of marine
mammals, particularly the beneficial concept of sister sanctuaries for marine mammals, and it is
willing to assist the Secretariat, including in joint work with the International Whaling Commission
(IWC) to the extent possible.

On behalf of the government of France, Dr John Reynolds gave a brief presentation on the progress
made with the project of reintroducing West Indies manatees (Trichechus manatus) in Guadeloupe,
FWI as contained in the document “Report from the Government of France on the manatee
reintroduction project in Guadeloupe, French West Indies” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.11). In
his presentation he made an overview of the progress achieved since 2010, including the
establishment of an international expert group to provide guidance to the project, local stakeholders
involvement and awareness programmes in Guadeloupe, contacts with Caribbean countries in view
of obtaining animals, a preliminary assessment of the feasibility of using manatees from French
Guiana, and communications in a number of conferences and events. He pointed out that, further to
the recommendations of the expert group, the government of France is giving priority to
reintroducing animals from captivity. He also provided answers to the main questions that had been
raised on the project during SPAW COP 6. He concluded his presentation by pointing out that,
considering that significant progress has been made since 2010 to address most of questions and
concerns and that this project has the potential to affect conservation of all species of manatees
globally, as reintroduction of animals into well-protected locations with suitable habitat might
become a standard tool for conservation. The government of France thus wishes that the project
move forward to its operational stage, while always paying due attention to maintaining research
and protecting the individual animals involved in the project.

AGENDA ITEM 9: OTHER BUSINESS

73.

The Chairperson invited participants to raise any other issues not covered by the preceding agenda
items, but which were relevant to the scope of the Meeting. No other issues were raised.

AGENDA ITEM 10: ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEETING

74.

The Rapporteur presented the draft recommendations of the Meeting (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR
WG.34/7). The Meeting was invited to adopt the recommendations, with amendments and
corrections introduced as appropriate based on comments by the Governments of Colombia, the
Netherlands and the United States of America.
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75. The recommendations were approved with the comments provided (see Annex I1I of this Report)
and made available to the SPAW COP7 (Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 23 October 2012) for
final adoption.

AGENDA ITEM 11: CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

76. The one-day SPAW STAC5 Meeting was closed on Monday, 22 October 2012 at 6:00 p.m., by the
Chairperson of the Meeting and the Secretariat.

77. In his remarks, the Chairperson, Vice-Minister Santana, expressed its appreciation for his election
to chair the Meeting, and for the quality of documents prepared by the Secretariat, as well as for the
productive deliberations in support of the SPAW Protocol.

78. On behalf of the Secretariat and UNEP, the Coordinator, Mr. Andrade Colmenares, thanked the
Chaiperson and the Rapporteur for their dedication and efforts during the Meeting. He equally
thanked the valuable contribution of Member Governments, partners and observers. In closing, Mr.
Andrade Colmenares expressed his gratitude to the personnel servicing the Meeting from the
Dominican Republic, as the host Government.
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Opening of the Meeting

Organisation of the Meeting
2.1. Rules of Procedure
2.2. Election of Officers
2.3. Organisation of Work
Adoption of the Agenda

Status of Activities of the SPAW Subprogramme for 2010-2012, including activities of the
Regional Activity Centre for SPAW (SPAW-RAC) in Guadeloupe

Protected Areas proposed by Parties for listing under the SPAW Protocol

Species proposed by the Ad Hoc Working Group for listing under the Annexes of the SPAW
Protocol

Guidelines for Exemptions under Article 11(2) of the SPAW Protocol proposed by the Ad Hoc
Working Group

Workplan and Budget of the SPAW Subprogramme for the 2013-2014 Biennium
Other Business

Adoption of the Recommendations of the Meeting

Closure of the Meeting
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Provisional Agenda
Provisional Annotated Agenda

Report of the Working Group on the Evaluation of Protected
Areas Proposed for Listing Under the SPAW Protocol

Report of the Working Group on the Application of Criteria for
Listing Species Under the Annexes to the SPAW Protocol
(includes species proposed for listing in the Annexes)

Report of the Working Group to Develop the Criteria and
Process to Assess Exemptions Under Article 11(2) of the SPAW
Protocol (includes draft guidance document)

Draft Workplan and Budget of the Specially Protected Areas
and Wildlife (SPAW) Subprogramme for the 2013-2014
Biennium

Recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Scientific and
Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) to the Protocol
Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in
the Wider Caribbean Region, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic,
22 October 2012 (to be prepared during the meeting)

Provisional List of Documents

Provisional List of Participants (to be prepared during the
meeting)

Status of Activities of the SPAW Subprogramme for 2010-2012

Report of the SPAW Regional Activity Centre (SPAW-RAC) in
Guadeloupe: RAC Operations and Budget for the period 2010-
2012

Update on the Caribbean Marine Protected Areas Management
Network and Forum (CaMPAM) and its Major Activities
(includes supplement on the Caribbean Challenge Project)

Report on the Implementation of Activities in Support of the
Action Plan for the Conservation of Marine Mammals (MMAP)

The GEF Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem (CLME) Reef
Biodiversity and Reef Fisheries Pilot Project: An Update of its
Major Achievements

Status of Development of the Regional Strategy for the Control
of the Lionfish Invasion in the Wider Caribbean Region

Report of the Regional Workshop on Marine Mammal Watching
in the Wider Caribbean Region (includes the Overarching

Agenda Item
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Report from the Government of France on the Manatee
Reintroduction Project in Guadeloupe, French West Indies

Report of the Meeting of the Caribbean Marine Mammal
Sanctuaries Cooperation Workshop, Philipsburg, St. Maarten, 4-
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The Nassau Grouper (Epinephelus Striatus): The Urgent Case
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Exemptions to the SPAW Protocol Under Article 11(2): A Legal
Review

Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to
the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife
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the 2010-2011 Biennium
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Report of the Fifth Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to
the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife
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Advisory Committee (STAC) to the Protocol concerning
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Draft Grid for the Objective Evaluation of Proposals for 5
Inclusion in the SPAW Protected Areas List

Decisions of the SPAW COP2 and Recommendations of the 4,7
First and Second Meetings of the STAC and Status of their
Implementation (English and Spanish)

Structure and Scope of the Scientific and Technical Advisory 1-3
Committee (STAC) of the SPAW Protocol
Draft Proposed Legal Framework for the Administrative 4

Technical and Financial Operations of RACs and RANs

Regional Management Plan for the West Indian Manatee 4
(English and Spanish)

Rules of Procedure and Financial Rules for the Convention for 2.1
the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of
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Action Plan for the Conservation of Marine Mammals (MMAP) 5-7
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEETING

Having convened the Fifth Meeting of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC)
to the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW) in the Wider Caribbean
Region;

The Meeting,

RECOMMENDATION I

Having reviewed the “Status of Activities of the SPAW Subprogramme for 2010-2012”
(UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.3) and commending the work undertaken by the Secretariat and the
SPAW-RAC,;

Taking note and welcoming the “Update on the Caribbean Marine Protected Areas Management
Network and Forum (CaMPAM) and its Major Activities” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.5), and
gratefully acknowledging the generous support of the Government of Italy in support of the MPAs of
the region and the Caribbean Challenge Initiative;

Having reviewed the “Report of the SPAW Regional Activity Centre (SPAW-RAC) in
Guadeloupe: RAC Operations and Budget for the period 2010-2012” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.4);
and gratefully acknowledging the generous contribution of the Government of France for SPAW
activities through the SPAW RAC;

Having reviewed the “Report on the Implementation of Activities in Support of the Action Plan
for the Conservation of Marine Mammals (MMAP)” (UNEP (DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.6);

Taking note of the Report of the Regional Workshop on Marine Mammal Watching in the Wider
Caribbean Region (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG. 34/INF.9), which includes the Overarching Principles and
Protection Guidelines for Marine Mammal Watching in the Wider Caribbean Region;

Further noting the Report from the Government of France on the Manatee Reintroduction
Project in Guadeloupe, French West Indies (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.11);

Recognizing the contributions of the LifeWeb Government of Spain/UNEP Project “Broad-scale
marine spatial planning of mammal corridors and protected areas in the Wider Caribbean and Northeast
and Southeast Pacific” in generating new regional perspectives through mapping and modeling of data on
cetaceans and the manatee, furthering the goals of the MMAP in the Wider Caribbean region;

Having reviewed the “Draft Workplan and Budget of the Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife
(SPAW) Subprogramme for the 2013-2014 Biennium” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/6);

Further recognizing the developing, broad and growing work programme of the SPAW
Protocol, necessitates the setting of priorities and increased capacity of the Secretariat and the SPAW-
RAC;

Acknowledging the ambitious workplan of the Secretariat and the limited budget available; and

Welcoming the ratification of the SPAW Protocol by the Governments of Grenada and The
Bahamas;
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Recommends that:

1.

Governments of the region join the SPAW Protocol as Contracting Parties and further
recommends that the Secretariat continue efforts to secure ratification with Governments which
have initiated or are in the process of joining;

The Contracting Parties (COP7) provides further guidance to the Secretariat regarding the priority
actions on the ground for the Workplan, as well as accessing increased resources for both
activities and the Secretariat;

The Secretariat emphasizes:

(i) the activities of CaMPAM as proposed in the Draft Workplan supported by the United
States of America’s contribution of USD 120,000 for CaMPAM coordination and
GCFIl/CaMPAM Partnership.

(i) the activities in support of the Marine Mammal Action Plan, including follow-up to the
work and recommendations emanated from implementation of the LifeWeb Project

The Secretariat continue to collaborate and to identify synergies, to the extent possible with
relevant partners and MEAs and strengthens collaboration with the International Whaling
Commission (IWC) through the possible conclusion of an Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC).

The Secretariat amend the proposed Workplan in accordance with the editorial comments
provided by the Meeting including scaling down activities and budget to the level of 2010-2011
and further recommends that the Workplan and Budget be presented to COP7 for approval.

RECOMMENDATION Il

Having reviewed the “Report of the Working Group on the Evaluation of Protected Areas

Proposed for Listing Under the SPAW Protocol” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/3) including the Parties
reports on the protected areas proposed for listing;

Taking Note of the Annotated Format for Presentation Reports for the Areas Proposed for

Inclusion in the SPAW List (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.10);

group;

Recognizing the contribution from the SPAW-RAC and the experts participating in the working

Recommends that:

1.

The SPAW-RAC continue to maintain and improve the dedicated database to house the national
reports on the protected areas to be listed, as well as the web-based tool for Parties to prepare and
submit the protected areas reports on-line;

The COP7 confirm the listing of the 9 Protected Areas approved by COP 6 and further approves
the additional 9 protected areas submitted by Parties for listing on the basis of the review
provided by the SPAW-RAC and the Working Group experts;

Parties which have not done so consider submitting protected areas to be listed under the
Protocol;
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4. The Secretariat work with Parties towards the development of the cooperation programme in
support of the protected areas listed as per Article 7 and in keeping with the comments provided
by the Meeting, with particular attention to maximizing connectivity among such areas from a
biological, cultural and human perspectives, and further recommends that the Secretariat present
to STAC6 and/or COPS8 the elements of such a programme for review and further action; and

5. The Secretariat reflect the list of Protected Areas in a map, so as to assist with its visual
connectivity within the region.

RECOMMENDATION Il

Having reviewed the “Report of the Working Group on the Application of Criteria for Listing
Species Under the Annexes to the SPAW Protocol”, including its recommendations (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR
WG.34/4);

Taking note of the species reviewed by the Working Group as presented in Annex 2 of the
Report;

Taking note of the announcement by the Government of Colombia that it will be a co-proponent
of a proposal for inclusion in the Appendix Il of the Convention on the International Trade of Endangered
Species (CITES) of the Scalloped hammerhead shark (Sphyrna lewini), the Great hammerhead shark (S.
mokarran) and the Smooth hammerhead shark (S. zygaena), as well as will lead the proposal for inclusion
of the Oceanic whitetip shark (Carcharhinus longimanus) in this Appendix;

Recognizing the IUCN Caribbean Red List on-going efforts towards identifying threatened and
endangered species in the region;

Recognizing the challenge in time and resources for thoroughly and scientifically assessing the
most threatened and endangered species to be listed under the Annexes of the Protocol; and

Further recognizing the alarming population trends or threatened status of several species in the
region and thus the urgent need to raise awareness and promote their protection;

Recommends that:

1. The mandate of the existing Working Group be extended during the upcoming biennium under
the leadership of the SPAW RAC to further assess and shortlist the species preselected by the
Meeting, provided that a further nomination process is started with the goal of increasing the
number of representatives from SPAW Parties with their active participation in the Working
Group;

2. The report submitted by the Government of Cuba as reflected in Annex 3 to Working Document
UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/4 with recommendations for listing of species under the SPAW
Annexes, which given time limitations, could not be previously considered, be taken into account
in the future work by the Working Group.

3. Endemic species be considered for listing when conservation can benefit from cooperative efforts
and if in agreement by the range country;
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4.

Available information in the recently completed report “ Status Update: the Nassau Grouper
(Epinephelus striatus)”, as summarized in UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/INF.13, receives further
investigation regarding conservation and fisheries status in the region and further recommends
that the kind offer from the IUCN Groupers and Wrasses Specialist Group for provision of
additional information is considered;

The COP 7will invite SPAW Parties to propose species for listing in the Annexes of the SPAW
Protocol, using as appropriate, the results contained in the Report of the Working Group or based
on other relevant sources, taking into account the provisions of Article 11 (4) of the SPAW
Protocol; and

The Secretariat explores with the Governments of Cuba and the Netherlands their kind offer to
support the work of the Working Group, in particular the possibility of hosting a face-to-face
meeting of the Working Group tentatively in Cuba.

RECOMMENDATION IV

Having reviewed the “Report of the Working Group to Develop the Criteria and Process to

Assess Exemptions Under Article 11(2) of the SPAW Protocol” (UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.34/5);

well

Taking note of the draft guidance document contained in the Report of the Working Group, as

as the “Exemptions to the SPAW Protocol Under Article 11(2): A Legal Review”

(UNEP(DEPI)/CAR WG.29/INF.5);

Recommends that:

1.

Parties which so required, conduct internal legal consultations and provide comments on the
Guidance document to the Secretariat within the next 60 days. If no comments are received
within 60 days, the Secretariat will assume that Parties approved the document. Comments
received then be incorporated by the Working Group and the revised Guidance document will
subsequently be submitted electronically to all Parties for approval within the next 30 days.

The Working Group be extended to develop the formats for both requesting exemptions and for
reporting on exemptions granted in keeping with the recommendations of the Working Group.
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/Participantes /
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MEMBER STATES & TERRITORIES

ARUBA Gisbert Civil Servant in charge of | Directorate of Environment Tel: +237-584-1199
Boekhoudt Directorate of Nature and | Bernhardstraat 75, San Nicolas Fax: +297-584-4241
Environment E-mail:
gisbert.boekhoudt@aruba.gov.aw
BAHAMAS Maurice Isaacs Veterinary Surgeon Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Tel: +242-323-5306/325-7502
(Head of Local Government, Fax: +242-325-3960/ 326-5664
Delegation) P.O. Box N-3028 E-mail: free4theresa@yahoo.com/
Maurice@batelnet.com
Stacy Lubin-Gray | Environment Officer The BEST Commission, Ministry Tel: +242-397-5509
of Environment and Housing, P.O. Fax: +242-326-3509
Box N-7132 E-mail: slubingray@gmail.com
BELIZE James Azueta Fisheries Officer Belize Fisheries Department Tel: +501-223-2187
Department of Environment Fax: +501-223-2986
Ministry of Forestry, Fisheries and | E-mail:
Sustainable Development jamesazueta_b2@yahoo.com
COLOMBIA Elizabeth Taylor | Directora de Asuntos Ministerio de Ambiente y Tel: +571-332-3400 ext. 1213

Jay

Marinos, Costeros y
Acuaticos

Desarrollo Sostenible

E-mail; etaylor@ambiente.gov.co

Kelly Moreno Asesora de la Oficina de Ministerio de Ambiente y Tel: +571-332-3400 ext. 2311
Asuntos Internacionales Desarrollo Sostenible E-mail:
kmoreno@minambiente.gov.co
Ana Maria Biologa Marina Direccion de Asuntos Marinos, Tel: +571-332-3400 ext. 2475
Gonzalez Costeros y Recursos Acuaticos E-mail:

Ministerio de Ambiente y
Desarrollo Sostenible

amgonzalez@minambiente.gov.co
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COSTARICA Elidier Vargas Coordinador Proceso de Direccion de Gestion de Calidad Tel: +506-2257-1839
Investigacion y Desarrollo | Ambiental, Ministerio de Ambiente, | Fax: +506-2258-2820
Energia y Telecomunicaciones E-mail: evargas@minae.go.cr
Maria Elena Gerente de Areas Area de Conservacion Tortuguero Tel: +506-2710-2929/ 2710-0600
Herrera Protegidas E-mail: melenahz@hotmail.com
CUBA Yadira Gonzalez | International Relations Ministry of Science, Technology Tel: +537-214-4256
Officer and Environment Fax: +537-214-4257
E-mail: yadira.gonzalez@citma.cu
/ yadira.gonzalez73@gmail.com
Susana Perera Centro Nacional de Areas Tel: +537-202-7970
Protegidas, Ministerio de Ciencia E-mail: Susana@snap.cu
Tecnologia y Medio Ambiente
CURACAO Faisal Dilrosun Unit Leader Permission Ministry of Health, Nature and Tel: +5999-737-0288
Environment & Nature Environment, Klein Kwartier 33 E-mail:
faisal.dilrosun@gobiernu.cw
FRANCE Lydia Meyer Coordinatrice affaires Direction de I’eau et de la Tel : +33-140-81-37-20
(Chef de internationals et biodiversite, Ministere de E-mail :
delegation — communitaires 1’ecologie, du developpement lydia.meyer@developpement-
SPAW) surable et de I’energie durable.gouv.fr
GRENADA Anthony Wildlife Conservation Forestry Department Tel: +473-440-2934
Jeremiah Officer Ministry of Agriculture, Botanical Fax: +473-440-4191
Gardens, St. George E-mail: agri@gov.gd
JAMAICA Paulette Senior Manager Environmental Management Sub- Tel : +876-754-7540
Kolbusch division, National Environment & Fax : +876-754-7594
Planning Agency, 10-11 Caledonia | E-mail : pkolbusch@nepa.gov.jm
Avenue, Kingston 5
MONTSERRAT Stephen Mendes | Environment Technician- Department of Environment Tel: +664-491-9278/ 493-5717

Education

Ministry of Agriculture, Land,
Housing & the Environment, P.O.
Box 272, Brades

Fax: +664-491-9276
E-mail: mendess@gov.ms/
mullingsd@gov.ms
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NETHERLAND | Haike Haanstra | Policy Advisor Ministry Economic Affairs, Tel: +3170-378-4905
S (KINGDOM (Head of Agriculture Innovation, P.O. E-mail:
OF THE) Delegation) Box 20401, 2500 EK, The h.j.haanstra@mineleni.nl
Hague
Paul Hoetjes Policy Advisor Ministry Economic Affairs, Tel: +599-715-8308
Agriculture Innovation, P.O. Fax: +599-795-9086
Box 357, Kirlendijk, Caribbean | E-mail:
Netherlands paul.hoetjes@rijksdiensten.com
PANAMA Israel Tejada Biologo Autoridad Nacional del Tel: +507-500-0878
Ambiente E-mail: itejada@anam.gob.pa
ST.KITTS & Randel Fisheries Biologist Department of Marine Tel: +869-465-8045
NEVIS Thompson Resources, P.O. Box 3, Bay Fax: +869-466-7254
Road, Basseterre, St. Kitts E-mail:
randel.thompson24@gmail.com
ST. LUCIA Alwin Dornelly | Wildlife Officer Department of Forestry, Ministry | Tel: +758-468-5635
of Sustainable Development, Fax: +758-450-2287
Energy, Science and E-mail:
Technology, Union, Castries dornelly al@yahoo.com
ST. MAARTEN | Claudius Carty | PSCO/ Maritime Civil Aviation & Shipping and Tel: +721-542-2702/542-2507
Inspector Maritime Affairs Fax: +721-542-2701
E-mail:
Claudius.carty@sintmaartengov.org
ST. VINCENT & | Lucille Grant Fisheries Officer Fisheries Division, Tel: +758-456-2738

THE
GRENADINES

Ministry of Agriculture Rural
Transformation, Forestry,
Fisheries and Industry

Fax: +758-457-2112
E-mail; fishdiv@vincysurf.com
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TURKS & Eric Salamanca Scientific Officer Department of Environment & Tel: +649-941-5122
CAICOS Maritime Affairs, Providenciales Fax: +649-946-4793

E-mail:
ericfsalamanca@gmail.com

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

J. Nathan Bland
(Head of
Delegation)

Foreign Affairs Officer

Office of Ocean and Polar Affairs
Bureau of Oceans & International
Environmental & Scientific Affairs
US Department of State, 2201 C
Street NW, Washington DC 20520

Tel: +202-647-3879
Fax: +202-647-4353
E-mail: BlandJN@state.gov

Clement Lewsey
(Alternate Head
of Delegation)

Director

National Ocean Service
International Program Office,

US Department of Commerce,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, 1315 East-West
Hwy, Room 5652, Silver Spring,
MD 20910

Tel: +301-713-3078

Fax: +301-713-4263
E-mail:
Clement.Lewsey@noaa.gov

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA
(Cont’d)

Robert Brock

Marine Biologist

National Marine Protected Areas
Center, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, 1305
East-West Highway (N/ORM),
Silver Spring, Maryland, 20910-
3282

Tel: +301-563-1144
Fax: +301-713-1875
E-mail: Robert.Brock@noaa.gov

Laura Engleby

Chief

Marine Mammal Branch, protected
Resources, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
Fisheries, 263 13" Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Tel: +727-551-5791
Fax: +727-824-5309
E-mail: laura.engleby@noaa.qov

Grisel Rodriguez

Coordinator

Marine Mammal Rescue Program,

Fisheries Research Laboratory, P.O.

Box 3665, Marina Station,
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico 00681-
DNER

Tel: +787-833-2025
Fax: +787-833-2010
E-mail: Torneo-pr@yahoo.com
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Participants
VENEZUELA Javier Director de Areas Ministerio de Poder Popular para el | Tel: +212-408-2150
Hernandez Nacionales Protegidas de la | Ambiente, Oficina Nacional de Fax: +212-408-4756
Oficina Nacional de Diversidad Bioldgica, E-mail: jhfdez@yahoo.com.
Biodiversidad Bioldgica Direccion de Areas Naturales jahernandezf@minamb.gov.ve
Protegidas
OBSERVERS
ANIMAL Susan Millward | Executive Director 900 Penn Ave. SE, Washington DC | Tel: +202-337-2332
WELFARE 20003 Fax: +202-446-2131
INSTITUTE E-mail: susan@awionlcne.org
ATEMAR Oswaldo Director Caneb #12 Apto. 302, Nordesa Ill, | Tel: +809-533-9956
Vasquez Santo Domingo E-mail: atemar@gmail.com
BIRDLIFE Sixto Board Member El Vergel No. 33, El Vergel, Santo | Tel: +809-472-1036
INTERNATIONAL | Inchaustegui Domingo, Dominican Republic Fax: +809-412-1667
E-mail:
sixtojinchaustegui@yahoo.com
CAIRO Ziad Khalifa Senior Scientist and Cairo University St. , Postal Code Tel: +201-00-578-5706
UNIVERSITY Environmental Expert 12612, Aljizak, Egypt Fax: +202-478-6860
E-mail:
ziadkhalifa32@hotmail.com
CEHI Christopher Cox | Programme Director Caribbean Environment Health Tel: +758-452-2501
Institutute, P.O. Box 1111, the Fax: +758-452-2721
Morne, Castries, St. Lucia E-mail: ccox@cehi.org.lc
CLME PROJECT | Patrick Debels Coordinador Regional Unidad de Coordinacion del Tel: +575-664-0914

Fax: +575-664-8882
E-mail: patrickD@unops.org

DOLPHIN

FLEET/ CENTER

FOR COASTAL
STUDIES

Carole Carlson

Director Research and
EDU/ Adjunct Scientist

Tel: +508-487-0374
E-mail:
carolecarlson123@gmail.com
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EASTERN Lesley Sutty Chief Executive Officer BP 4030 Terres Sainville, 97254 Tel : +596-596-656725
CARIBBEAN Fort de France Cedex, Martinique, Fax : +596-596-656725
COALITION FOR FWI E-mail :
ENVIRONMENTA ecceacaribbean@gmail.com/
L AWARENESS l.sutty@orange.fr
(ECCEA) Website : www.eccea.com
HUMANE Ronald Consultant 2100 L Street, NW, Washington Tel: +905-820-7886
SOCIETY Orenstein DC 20037 or E-mail: ron.orentein@rogers.com
INTERNATIONAL 1825 Shady Creek Court,

Mississauga, ON Canada L5L 3W?2

INTERNATIONAL | Kelvin Alie Program Director Wildlife | 1350 Connecticut Avenue, NW Tel: +202-536-1905
FUND FOR Trade STE 1220, Washington DC 20036 Fax: +202-296-3802
ANIMAL E-mail: kalie@ifaw.org
WELFARE
MONITOR Robert Ragan President 3855 N. Upland St., Arlington, VA | Tel: +703-801-1214

CARIBBEAN INC.

22207, USA

Fax: +703-237-6834
E-mail: rhragan@gmail.com

MOTE MARINE

John Reynolds

Senior Scientist

1600 Thompson Parkway, Sarasota

Tel: +941-388-4441

LABORATORY FL, 34236, USA Fax: +941-388-5225

E-mail: Reynolds@mote.org
NOAA’S Nathalie Ward External affairs Director Office of National Marine Tel: +781-545-8026 ext. 206
STELLWAGEN Sanctuaries, USA Fax: +781-545-8036

BANK NATIONAL
MARINE
SANCTUARY

E-mail: Nathalie.ward@noaa.gov
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PAHO/ WHO Lilian Reneau- Representative OPS/OMS/DOR Tel : +809-542-6177
Vernon Fax : +809-544-0322
E-mail : Ireneau@dor.ops-oms.org
Ana Quan Environmental Health PAHO/ WHO Tel: +809-562-1519 ext. 257
Advisor OPS/OMS/DOR Fax: +809-544-0322
E-mail: aguan@dor.ops-oms.org
RAMSAR Maria Rivera Senior Advisor for the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Tel: +412-2999-0175
CONVENTION Americas Rue Mauverney 28, Gland, Fax: +412-2999-0169
SECRETARIAT Switzerland E-mail: rivera@ramsar.org
REEF CHECK Rubén Torres President Reef Check Dominican Republic, Tel: +809-227-4409

Prolongacion Fantino Falco #5,
Piantini, Santo Domingo, D.R.

E-mail: ruben@reefcheck.org

SOCIETE POUR
L’ETUDE, LA
PROTECTION ET
L’AMENAGEMENT
DE LA NATURE A LA
MARTINIQUE
(SEPANMAR) /
EASTERN
CARIBBEAN
COALITION FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS
(ECCEA)

Stéphane
Jeremie

President of the
SEPANMAR /
Scientific Director
Cetalogue for ECCEA

3 Avenue Condorcet 97200 Fort de
France, Martinique

Tel : +0696-41-13-50

E-mail : contact@sepanmar.org /
stephane.jeremie@wanadoo.fr
Website : http://sepanmar.org/La-
SEPANMAR
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ENVIRONMENT hanneke.vanlavieren@unu.edu
& HEALTH
(UNU-INWEH)
UNIVERSITY OF | Yvonne Sadovy | Professor Pokfulan, Hong Kong, China Tel: +852-2299-0603
HONG KONG Fax: +852-2517-6082

E-mail: yjsadovy@hku.hk
WHALE & Courtney Vail Program Director 7 Nelson Street, Plymouth, MA, Tel: +480-747-5015
DOLPHIN 02360, USA E-mail: Courtney.vail@wdcs.org
CONSERVATION
SOCIETY
WIDECAST Yolanda Ledn Country Coordinator Depto. De Ciencias Basicas y Tel: +809-567-9271 ext 426

Ambientales, Instituto Tecnologico
de Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic

E-mail: ymleon@yahoo.com
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avk@cep.unep.org
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cjc@cep.unep.org
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am@cep.unep.org

Donna Sue Spencer
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ds@cep.unep.org

Coral Fernandez

Senior Secretary
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Lesma Levy

Administrative Assistant Personnel
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Corinne Allen
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Sanya Wedemier-Graham

Programme Assistant (AMEP)

sw@cep.unep.org

Nishka Waite

Programme Assistant (SPAW)

nw@cep.unep.org
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Administrative Assistant (GEF CReW)
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Monica Borobia Consultant UNEP CAR/RCU Tel: +601-997-0805
E-mail: m_borobia@yahoo.com
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Ambiental de Bahias y Costas, E-mail:
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favillasol@gmail.com
RAC IMA Amoy Lum Kong | Director Institute of Marine Affairs Tel: +868-634-4292 (-4)
Hilltop Lane, Chaguaramas, Fax: +868-634-4433
Trinidad & Tobago E-mail: director@ima.gov.tt
SPAW RAC Souan Helene Directrice Chemin des Bougainvilliers, 97100 | Tel : +530-590-80-14-99

Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe

Fax : +530-590-80-05-46

E-mail :
helene.souan.carspaw@gquadeloup
e-parcnational.fr

Hubert Gael

Charge de Piguet

Chemin des Bougainvilliers, 97100
Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe

Tel : +530-590-80-14-99

Fax : +530-590-80-05-46

E-mail:
gael.hubert.carspaw@guadeloupe
-parcnational.fr

Marius Dragin

Assistant

Chemin des Bougainvilliers, 97100
Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe

Tel : +530-590-80-14-99

Fax : +530-590-80-05-46

E-mail :
marius.dragin.carspaw@quadelou
pe-parcnational.fr
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E-mail :
Gaelle.vandersarren.carspaw@gu
adeloupe-parcnational.fr
Franck Gourdin Charge de mission Chemin des Bougainvilliers, 97100 | Tel : +530-590-80-14-99
Basse-Terre, Fax : +530-590-80-05-46
E-mail :
Franck.gourdin.carspaw@guadelo
upe-parcnational.fr
Felton Gilmore IMO Consultant RAC REMPEITC —Caribe Tel: +5999-868-3904
Aviation and Meteorology Fax: +5999-868-4996
Building, Seru Mahuma z/n, E-mail: fgilmore@cep.unep.org
RAC Curacao
REMPEITC Anne Reglain IMO Consultant RAC REMPEITC —Caribe Tel: +5999-839-3717
Aviation and Meteorology Fax: +599-868-4996
Building, Seru Mahuma z/n, E-mail: areglain@cep.unep.org
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and Coastal Ecosystem
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Implementation (DEPI)
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)
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Nairobi, Kenya

Fax: +254 (20) 762-4249
E-mail:
Jacqueline.Alder@unep.org
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