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""Inception workshop on reduction
of demand for mercury in mercury containing products
in Bangladesh™

5 March, 2015
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March 5,2015, Dhaka, Bangladesh UNEP
Lily Green conferen Satmasjid Road,Dhanmondi, Dhak:




Dr. Shahriar Hossain, Secretary General, ESDO, is doing a visual The audiences of the Inception Workshop were from universities,
presentation on mercury emission national and multi-national companies, government organizations like

BSTI, BCSIR, and Department of Environment
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Mahmud Hasan Khan, Director (Air Quality Management), An official of Bangladesh Standard & Testing Institute (BSTI)
Department of Environment of the Government of Bangladesh, actively attended the Open Discussion session

expressing his thouahts
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People's Awareness
is what South Asian
Leaders to Work
Together on for
Common Cause

with United Nations Environment
Programme-UNEP are going to organize an
inception workshop on a mercury project in

Bangladesh.

The inception workshop on "Reduction of
demand for mercury, in  mercury
containing products in Bangladesh” will be
held on March 5, 2015, Thursday at 10:30
am to 1:00 pm at Taj Lily Graen, House ¥
751, 11th floor, Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Dr. Abu Jafor Mahmood, Professor (Retired), Department of Chemistry, University of Dhaka will accompany
with Syed Marghub Murshed, Former Secretary, Gov. of Bangladesh and Chairperson of ESDO; Dr. Shahriar
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Siddika Sultana, Executive Director of ESDO, is welcoming A representative from a cement factory is expressing his opinions
everyone at the Stakeholder Consultation on mercury emission by cement factories

A portion of the huge audience present at the Stakeholder One of the manufacturers attending the consultation was presenting
Consultation his view on use of mercury in jewelry industry
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Coal-fired power plants
threaten mercury poisoning

Saleem Samad

Environmentalists warned that the planned coal-
fired power plants in the coastal zones will con-
taminate both the air and water.

save the world and the people.
Bangladesh authority, however authorised one-
ppm (parts per million) mercury in daily life.
Emission from the coal-fired power plant is on
average 60 ppm on average, which is far above

"Despite the cautions from envir
the government deliberately ignored the warning
s," Dr Shahriar Hossain of Environmental and
Social Development Organisation (ESDO) to The
Daily Observer at the sideline of a seminar on
Tuesday.

Bangladesh has planned for establishing sever-

Also available at: http://www.eobserverbd.com/2015/05/13/

I tolerant level.

However, there are several products which con-
tain much above tolerable level of human con-
sumption.

The plants will absorb carbon dioxide from air
mixed with mercury and later release oxygen
mixed with mercury.
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Govt urged to ban mercury use in consumer products

Concerned stakeholders emphasised taking necessary steps to ban
mercury use in a number of consumer products in a stakeholder
consultation recently, says a press release. Environment and Social
Development Organisation (ESDO) in association with United Mation
Environment Programme (UMEP) arranged the consultation,
"Reduction of demand for Mercury, in mercury containing products in
Bangladesh.” The discussants expressed their grave concerns over
the extent of mercury hazards in Bangladesh and underlined the
urgent need for ratifying the Minamata Convention through making policies and enforcing laws. The consultation was chaired
by Syed Marghub Murshed, former secretary and chairperson of ESDO. He called for everyone’s help in building mercury and

chemical free, hence, a safe and healthy environment. Dr. Abu Jafar Mahmood, a mercury researcher and a former faculty of
the University of Dhaka said, "Mercury exposure is growing at an alarming rate which is risking environment and public
health in Bangladesh. This is one of the responsible agents for causing kidney failure, damaging brain, and reducing the
immune system’s efficiency in human body”™. He asked professionals from government and non-government organisations,
institutions, and common people to be well aware of the toxicity, risks, and any other associated facts of mercury. He also
asked them to be fully supportive to ESDO's effort regarding mercury for the sake a safer environment. ESDO has conducted
an extensive research project and also has raised mass awareness on mercury toxicity. A baseline survey has already been
done on several sectors. Striking information has been revealed by interviewing around 50 industrialists and maore than 200

Also available: http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details
&news_id=2411180&date=2015-05-14
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Web link: http://www.bonikbarta.com/2015-05-13/news/details/36553.html
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Govt. is urged to take necessary steps to ban mercury
use in consumer products
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® Bangladesh
© ndia
® Nepal
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Vote

View Results
® Polls Archive

Web link: http://greenpagebd.net/govt-is-urged-to-take-necessary-steps-to-ban-mercury-use-in-consumer-products/#.VVoYpEZEVLM
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CATEGORY ARCHIVES: ENVIRONMENT

Stakeholder consultation on reduction of demand for mercury products
on May 12

Environment Desk The consultation on “Reduction of demand for mercury,
in mercury containing products in Bangiadesh” will be held on May 12
(Tuesday ) at 11 am to 1:00 pm at Four Seasons Restaurant, House No. 59,
° Road Mo. 16 (New), Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondi 27 (oid), Dhaka, says a
press release. Environment and Sodal Development Organization-ESDO in
ESDO

association with United ... Read More »
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Workshop and Rally
On

“Stop using mercury in products”
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Stop using n.2

"Reduction of demarc * ' mercury in mercury.
containing producis i« sangladesh”

Organized by
and Social Develop Or
In association with UNEP

11July, 2015
Venue: Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Youth group participated in the workshop titled, “Stop using mercury in Products.” It covered showing educational videos, a question and answer
session and distribution of “Certificate of appreciation” to the volunteers who conducted the survey on available mercury added products in markets

o L St
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Stop using mercury in products @ -

"Reduction of demand for mercury in mercury
containing products in Bangladesh"
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Organized by

Environment and Social Development Organization-ESDO

r‘j In association with UNEP
ESDO 11July, 2015

Venue: Dhanmondi, Dhaka

~
w

The workshop was followed by a human chain and a rally engaging the youths who demanded for manufacturing, importing and uses of mercury
free products. They carried posters, banners and festoons which were inscribed with their demands
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Green youths demand stop in mercury use in consume
goods

Green youth activists demanded cutting down the widespread use
of mercury in consumer products like dental amalgam, skin
whitening cosmetics, batteries, thermometers, and fluorescent bulbs
in Bangladesh. Environment and Secial Development Organization
(ESDO) in association with United Mation Envirenment Programme
(UMEP} organized a rally incorporating more than 100 green collar
wiorkers at Dhanmondi on Saturday, says a press release. Use of
mercury in daity commodities has been adversely affecting public
health and environment. Several researches have confirmed the
presence of mercury at dangercus level in daily commodities
especially, CFL bulbs, cosmetics including fairness creams. ESDO is
conducting an extensive research on several consumer products to
study and analysis the country situation of mercury in Bangladesh.
Simultaneously, i is raising public awareness. A baseline survey has been done in Dhaka, Rajghahi and in Chittagong]
simultaneously this year Striking information has been revealed through investigating industrialists, manufacturers, retailers]
and consumers. Not only this, the mercury waste discharged from factories pollutes air and water, eventually finds its way toj
human body. Thus, mercury poisoning deserves a more serious attention from all walks of the society, especially thel
government. The main objectives of the project are- (1) Creating public awareness through revealing the results of the]

Also available at: http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news id=2416510&date=2015-07-
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Prof. Dr. Md. Abul Hashem] Jahangirnagor University], Dr. Shahriar Hossain [Secretary General,
ESDO], Syed Marghub Murshed [Chairperson of ESDO], Dr. Kamal Uddin Ahmed [Secretary, ~ An environmentalist from Ministry of Land,
Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF), GoB], Dr. Abu Jafar Mahmood [University of GoB, is making suggestions to ESDO

Dhaka], and Mr. Mahmood Hasan Khan, [Director (AQM) Department of Environment (DoE),

GoB] are launching the report

A huge gathering of journalists, academicians, manufacturers, Prof. Dr. Md. Abul Hashem Department of Chemistry in |,
environmentalists, students, and health officials attended the national Jahangirnagor University, presented his research on the route of
workshop mercury to human health
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Special Correspondent Brazilian protest]
Despite being aware of the international convention on mercury, the government has not taken steps to ratify the impeachment
Minamata Treaty. which has enlarged the scope of buying and selling of the toxic metal in the clandestine market. ‘Bangabandhu

The Minamata Convention on Mercury is an international treaty designed to protect human health and the
envirenment from anthropogenic emission and releases of mercury and mercury compound.

Scientists, academics and environment activists have decried the absence of a national policy to reduce demand
for mercury containing products in Bangladesh.

The workshop on presentation on research study on status of Mercury use in Bangladesh was organised by
Environment and Social Development Organisation (ESDO) on Sunday at the National Press Club. The event was
attended by Dr Kamal Uddin Ahmed, Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF), Dr Shahriar
Hossain, General Secretary of ESDO, Prof Dr Abu Jafar Mahmud, former faculty of Chemistry Department,
Mahmood Hasan Khan, Director of MoEF, Siddika Sultana, Executive Director, ESDO, while Syed Marghub
Murshed, former Secretary chaired the session.

The study presented by ESDO Researcher Prafittee Kamal said an estimated 585 metric tons of toxic mercury

wwas imuorfed in 2014 which is used in oroducine cosmefics jewellery elecfronics measunino devices efc

Paolice foil stude
Tk 3cr projectto
| am ready for arf
50 still under tri
Khaleda proves
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More at: http://www.observerbd.com/2015/08/17/105405.php
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Hazards of mercury poisoning go unnoticed

Large amounts of toxic mereury, appro 58.5MT, were imported in 2014
Staff Reporter

A group of experts vesterday said mercury poisoning, a major health hazard, remains unnoticed and unheeded in

Bangladesh, putting public health in jecpardy. Referring to a study conducted by the Environment and Social

Development Organization (ESDO) on mercury poisening, they asked for immediate steps to stop such hazards.

Large amountz of toxic mercury, approximately 58.5 metric tonnes, were imported in 2014 and used to preduce

cozmetics, jewellery, electronics, and measuring devices, reveals a study conducted by ESDO.

The studv on mercury poisoning was disclosed at a national Workshop on “Reduction of demand for mercury, in

mercury containing products in Bangladesh”, jointly organised by ESDO and the United Nations Environment Program

(UNEP), at the Naticnal Prezz Club.

It says that a huge amount of texic mercury, approximately 58.5 metric tonnes, was imported in 2014. It was uzsed in

producing cozmetics, jewellery, electronicz and measuring devices.

It iz estimated that the release of mercury from 33 cement factories of Bangladesh is 0.50205 million tonnes. Also, 1.44

million tonnes of mercury are released per vear from paper and pulps mills in the countrv.

The ESDO survey finds that 57.8 per cent of yearly supplied 887,472 ther ters break every year. Similarly, 10

per cent of vearly supplied 305,926 sphygmomancmeters break every year.

A standard thermometer contains o.5g-2.0g of mercury, while standard sphygmomanometers contain 8og-16o0g of

merenry It iz, therefore, estimated that approximately 0.69 tonnes of mercury get releazed into the environment
ok.com.. r due o breakine of ther and tonnes of mercurv due o breakine of sphvemoma

More at: http://www.theindependentbd.com/printversion/details/12027
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Govt positive about phasing out mercury use |

Tribune Report

Speakers at a programme yesterday expressed concermns over the growing use of mercury as
itwould be disastrous for emvironment and public health

A programme was arranged at the Jatiya Press Club for launching a study report titied
Mercury added products: Country situation analysis in Bangladesh. It was conducted by the
Environment and Social Development Organisation (Esdo) In assodiation with UNEP.

The report said that around 60 tonnes of mercury was Imported in 2014 and estimated that
more than 1,100kg of the metal was generated and released into the environment

‘Esdo has uncovered the situation and now we can work with this. We have to know how the
developed countries are handling the situation. We have to Improve waste management
systems

‘if we receive any constructive suggestions, we will certainly go ahead with them. We have
already taken some initiatives and hope that we will be able to ratify the Minamata Convention
soon,” sald Kamal Uddin Ahmed, secretary to the Ministry of Environment and Forest

Kamal also sald awareness should be raised against the use of mercury and the media can
play awital role in telling people about the threat that the metal can pose

Absence of quality alternatives, standardisation and certification of products and high costs
are some of the barriers 10 shifting from the use of mercury in healthcare instruments and

See more at- http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2015/aug/17/govt-positive-about-phasing-out-mercury-use
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Study: Mercury exposure a major environmental, health threat[
Mohammad Al-Masum Molla

‘If the government fails to phase out mercury by 2020, Bangladesh will be declared a mercury-exposed country. It will be
for B: 3

SECTOR WISE TENTATIVE VMIERCURY EMISSION

~
HEALTHCARE
Thermometer
Sphygmomanometers
Dental amalgam

7 645 tonnes

INDUSTRIES
Cement Industry
Paper and Pulp Mills

2.00= 1onnes

(posaible source)
Gas, Furnace oll and
High Speed Diesel Coal

2.O0581 58 1onnes

Intentional use of mercury ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONIC Waste deposition/land
in industrial process CFL light bulb’ filling and waste water
Chlor-alkall production Button cell batteries treatment
B.O97 tonnes O. T 86 tonnes T-.T27T 35 tonnes
Source: Esdo. 1 NS | Y

See more at- http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2015/aug/16/study-mercury-exposure-major-environmental-health-threat
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Dhaka, 16 August 2015: A huge amount of toxic mercury, approximately 58.5 metric ton, was
imported in 2014 which was used in

jewelry, devices etc,

Web link: http://www.environmentmove.com/2015/08/esdo-unep-report-on-mercury-product-import-and-usage-are-alarming/
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Web link: http://www.environmentmove.com/2015/08/civil-society-urges-ban-of-mercurt-products-amid-increasing-rate/
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ESDO-UNEP REPORT ON MERCURY PRODUCT: IMPORT AND USAGE ARE
ALARMING!

A huge amount of toxic mercury, approximately 58.5 metric ton, was imported in
2014 which was used in producing cosmetics, jewelry, electronics, measuring devices
etc, found by a study conducted by Environment and Social Development
Organization- ESDO. This finding was disclosed in the national Workshop on
“Reduction of demand for mercury, in mercury containing products in Bangladesh,”
held at the National Press Club on 16 August, 2015, Sunday jointly by ESDO and
United Nation Environment Program (UNEP).

Dr. Kamal Uddin Ahmed, Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF),
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the Chief Guest of the
workshop, said, “It would be the joint effort of all people of Bangladesh which will
enable us to raise awareness about mercury poisoning. Only government, NGOs or

Bangla Version
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