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Current situation in Solvay Group 

• Several years ago Solvay decided to divest in Chlor-alcali 
business in Europe. 

• All European Chlor-alcali plants linked to PVC-chain were 
transferred to Inovyn last July 2016. 

• Torrelavega Electrolysis Plant is the last chlorine plant with 
mercury technology in Solvay Group. 

- It is forecasted to continue on duty until the deadline for mercury 
technology. 

• Regarding liquid mercury management after dismantling we 
will follow the best practices observed in previous works. 

- All operations to be taken into account are part of the corporate 
“Project Hermes”. 
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References for Mercury Storage 
- BREF Chlor Alkali  
 

25/10/2016 

Mercury Management - Torrelavega 

3 



References for Mercury Storage 
- EuroChlor guidelines (mainly Env Prot 19) 
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Last Experiences 
- Administration approvals 
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Last Experiences 
- Internal Procedures 
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Last Experiences 
- Reduce mercury movements by storage in cell-room 
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Last Experiences 
- Reduce spillage chances 



Concerns for future dismantling operation 

• Not enough capacity for stabilization 

- Long term “temporary” storage 

• How long will be necessary to treat all liquid mercury? 

- Lack of competence 

• Limited options and increasing prices 

• Future liabilities 

- Is there a non reversible stabilization procedure? 

• Security of deposits 

- Future media pressure on waste mercury producers? 

• Even if all liabilities are transferred to waste managers 
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