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Annex |
Resol uti ons Adopted by the Conference at its Third Session

The African Mnisterial Conference on the Environnent

A. Ceneral objectives

1. reaffirns its conmmtnent to the inplenmentation of the Cairo Programe
for African Co—eperation, which seeks to strengthen co—eperation between
African governments in economc, technical and scientific activities, with the
prinme objective of halting and reversing the degradation of the African
environnent in order to satisfy the food and energy needs of the peopl es of
the continent;

2. further reaffirnms that, in inplenenting the Cairo Programme, ful
account shoul d be taken of the role of population variables, particularly the
ef fect of displaced popul ati ons and refugees on the environnent, and that
particul ar enphasis should be given to the inter—inkages between popul ati on
and resources as tney affect environnment and devel opment.

B. Organizational and institutional matters

1. requests the Secretary—General of the Organization of African Unity
and the Executive Secretary of the Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Africa to support
the tenporary secretariat of the Conference and to explore the possibility of
assigning clearly specified activities of the Cairo Programme to each of these
or gani zati ons;

2. aut hori zes the Secretariat to subnmt to the ECA and QAU specific
proposal s on activities that could be carried out by themin support of the
wor k plan of the Secretariat;

3. requests the Bureau to submit to the QAU through appropriate channels the
deci sions and resolutions of the Third and future Sessions of Al 4CEN and
invites the Council of Hnisters to take into consideration the decisions
contained therein with a viewto urging African governments to act on these
deci si ons;

4. calls upon the Secretary General of the QAU to support the UNEP
regional office for Africa and its structures by requesting the Assenbly- of
Heads of State or Government, through the Council of |4inisters, to devote
special attention to the concerns of ANCEN

5. decides to hold the Fourth Session of the African M nisterial
Conference on the Environment in 1991 in an African country that offers to
host the neeting. If no such offer is received, the Conference will be held

after two years in Nairobi in conjunction with the session of the Governing
Counci | of UNEP
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6. requests governnents to submt to future sessions of the Conference
national reports on the status of the inplenmentation of the Cairo Progranmme
and on other activities of relevance;

7. endorses the el ection of the Bureau of the African Techni cal Regi ona
Envi ronment G oup (ATREG consisting of the five central focal points of the
sub—egi onal environnent groups;

8. calls for a re—assessnment of AMCEN s operational and organizationa
structures, particularly its Committees and Networks, incorporating a clear
definition of their terms of reference and interlinkages and enphasi zi ng the
efficient and cost effective operations of AMCEN s organs.

9. deci des that no further ANCEN organs apart fromthe Commttee on
African |sland Ecosystens shoul d be established until the agreed re—assessnent
has been conpleted and submtted to the Fourth Session;

10. requests the secretariat to submit a report on this re—assessnent to
the Fourth Session of the Conference in 1991;

11. requests the Bureau and the Secretariat to strengthen the ATREG
Nat i onal Focal Points as a neans of assisting governments in the el aboration
of environnental strategies and their integration in national devel oprment

pl ans.

12. calls upon ATREG to draw up an inventory and eval uation of all regiona
and sub—egi onal organizations involved in environnental questions in Africa so as to
take these activities into account in AMCEN s activities and their

har noni zation within the Cairo Programe;

C. Operational arrangenents for the four Commttees of the Conference

1. endorses the creation of the Conmittee on African |Island Ecosystens, in
accordance with the recommendati on nmade by the environment experts of the African
i sl ands of the East African Sub—egional Environment G oup (EASREQG ;

C

2. endorsed the terns of reference and the proposed work plans of the
ANCEN Commi ttees as anended;

D. Regional technical co—eperation networks on environnment and devel opnent

1. requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent
Progranmme, the Conference Bureau and the | nter—-Agency Wrking Goup, to
continue to support the Networks and their Regional Co—erdination Units so as
to make themfully operational as soon as possible;
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2. notes the concern expressed by the Inter-Agency Wrking G oup that
governnents had not nmade full use of the United Nations nechani snms and
procedures available to themat the national level to obtain, in particular,
techni cal assistance fromlocall y—based representatives of United Nations
bodi es;

3. endorses the reconmendati ons of the Committee on Seas to recognize the
exi sting networks of African national institutions participating in the four
regi onal seas action plans as AKCEN regional network for the protection and

devel opnent of the coastal and marine environment;

4. requests the secretariat to undertake an eval uation of the existing

sci ence and technol ogy and genetic resources institutions and networks and to
subnmit it to the Bureau for consideration and reconmendati on to the Conference
on the selection of the RCU for eacti Network;

5. decides to locate the RCU s of the Networks within the institutions
already functioning as the RCUs and to |locate the RCU of the C i matol ogy
Network within the WMO Regional Ofice for Africa in Bujunbura until the
African Centre of Meteorol ogical Applications for Devel opment (ACMAD) in
Ni amey commences functi oni ng;

6. further decides currently to locate the RCU for the Environnenta
Education and Training Network in Nigeria, working in close collaboration
inter alia with the institutions proposed by Sudan and Zi nbabwe;

7. endor ses ATREG s proposal that the issue of transboundary novenent of
hazar dous wastes shoul d be addressed by the Network on Science and Technol ogy,
that of pesticides by the Soils and Fertilizers Network and wildlife by the
CGeneti c Resources Network;

E. I nter—-Agency Wrking G oup

1. requests the secretariat to continue to maintain the necessary contacts
with United Nations bodies to ensure that the support of the Group is provided
as effectively as possi bl e;

2. endorses the | AWG s request to the secretariat to continue to pronote
awar eness anong conpetent governnent and non—governental bodies, as well as
anong devel opnent agencies and organi zati ons both within and outside the
United Nations systemrepresented at the country, sub—egional and regiona

| evel s, regarding the inportance of inplenenting tne Cairo Programe of Action
in general and the village and stock—aising projects in particul ar;

3. further requests the secretariat to draw up nmenoranda of understandi ng
with the United Nations bodi es nenbers of the |nter—-Agency Wrking G oup
outlining their role in the inplenentation of the Programre;

4. wel cones t he conmendabl e support provided by the nenbers of | AWG
i ndividually and collectively, to the AMCEN programe and requested the | AWG



to continue doing so, particularly by allocating from avail abl e resources
necessary funds in support of the Cairo Programre;
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F. Village and stock—aising pilot projects
1. requests the secretariat to continue to assist governents in the design

and formul ation of pilot projects and in securing financial support fromdonors to
gover nnent s

calls upon governnents to provide information to the secretariat on the
status of funding and inplenmentation of the pilot projects on a sem —annual basis;

3. urges governnents that have not yet approached donor representatives in
their countries through the normal channels of bilateral co—eperation to do so
and to informthe secretariat of the outconme of such contacts and of any

assi stance whi ch nmight be required;

4. further requests governments to consider the integration of the pilot
projects, national plans of action to conbat desertification, and nationa
tipservation strategies in national plans for econonic and social devel oprent;

5. endorses the | AWG s recommendation to seek the co—eperation of | AWG
menbers in preparing a format which could be used by all concerned in seeking
or providing relevant information for the establishment of a conputerized
data base focussed on the pilot projects to provide analytical information for
use in future AMCEN projects, as well as to deternine the advantages of the
AMCEN appr oach;

6. wel cones the foll owing recormendati ons of the | AWG
Wth regard to pilot projects, in exanm ning ways in which nenbers of the

| AWG coul d intervene and provide technical assistance in project
formul ati on, the | AWG

(i) reaffirmed the willingness of its nenbers to co—eperate with
governnents in the design of pilot projects;

(ii) wurged governnents to nake full use of:

(a) their usual channels of conmunication with United Nations
agenci es,

(b) the co—erdination role of the offices of UN resident co—
ordi nat ors;

(iii) called on AMCEN focal points to establish closer working
relationships with representatives of United Nations bodies in
their respective countries in order to facilitate greater



i nvol venment of the United Nations systemin the inplenentation of
nati onal components of the Cairo Programme of Action, especially
with regard to:

(a) the devel opnent of |ocal capabilities in project design and
i npl emrent ati on,
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(b) monitoring the inplenentation of pilot projects;

(iv) recommended that, as appropriate and where the requesting
governnent has satisfied inter alia criteria such as the
sel ection of sites, readiness to use national expertise and
| ocal skills, counterpart inputs, identification of funding
sources, etc., the ANCEN secretariat should approach United
Nat i ons Representatives with a view to organi zi ng progranmm ng
ni ssions aimed at providi ng on—the—ground assi st ance/ gui dance
with regard to project design, inplenentation and nonitoring.
The menbers of the | AWC-expressed their willingness to be
associated, within the linmts of their nandates and resources,
Wi th such joint programmi ng missions, which should al so seek the
participation of funding agencies;

(v) proposed that, in addition to national officials and ANCEN—
sel ected experts, agencies funding ANCEN—+el at ed projects

should be fully involved in nonitoring;

7. requests the Secretariat, in co—eperation with the |nter-Agency
Working Group, to explore the possibility of organizing a regional

wor kshop in 1990 for managers/co—erdinators of pilot village and stock—

rai sing zone-pro.jects which would have been in operation for at |east six
nonths so as to facilitate exchange of information and experience for
effective inplenmentation and eval uation of the pilot projects in the

vari ous ecol ogi cal zones of the African region and to submit to the fourth
session of the ANCEN a report on the results and recommendati ons of the
wor kshop.

G The role of African Wnen

1. endor ses the recommendati ons of the Regi onal Synposiumon the

Envi ronment of the Nile basin: Role of Winen, and those of the African Wnans’
Assenbl y on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment as contai ned in docunents

UNEP/ AEC/ RSPW 1

and UNEP/ AWASDI / | ;

2. requests the Secretariat to pronpbte initiatives ainmed at associati ng wonen

i n sustainabl e devel opent efforts and to note in particular the

regi onal wonmen’s workshops on arid | ands (Dakar, Senegal, April 1989)
sponsored by Unesco with UNEP's co—sponsorship and in this connection to
urge the Secretariat to use the outputs of such workshops in the

determ nation of the role of wonen in ANCEN activities.

3. further requests the Comrittees to take neasures to put into
ef fect the recommendati ons nade by the African Wonents Assenbly on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and to report to the Fourth Session of the
Conference on the status of inplenentation of the Assenbly’s report;




4. urges the Secretariat to continue to support wonen's activities
and to encourage ANCEN organs to pay greater attention to grass—oots
progranmes i nvol vi ng wonen;
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H. Financial arrangenents
1. urges CGovernnments to step up their efforts in order to ensure that the

financial obligations falling upon themas a result of the undertakings given
during the first session of the Conference are honoured by all African
gover nrment s;

2. calls upon all governnments that have not yet finalized arrangenents for
earmarki ng funds fromtheir I PF contributions or other sources in support of the
Cairo Programme to do so as early as possible and to notify the secretari at
accordi ngly;

3. requests Governnents to nobilize funds fromtheir own resources or other
resources to cover the costs of organizing and convening Conmittee neetings and to
provide initial funding for sone of the priority projects of the Commttees;

4. further requests governments to provide the necessary financial support from
their own national resources or other resources to nmake the Networks fully
oper at i onal

5. appeal s to governnents to support the Cairo Programre through the
secondnment of staff to assist in the inplenentation of the activities of the
secretariat, the Networks, Committees and pilot projects and cover the travel cost
and fees of seconded staff in full or in part as may be agreed upon by governments
concerned and the Secretariat.

6. cal I s upon donor governnents, aid agencies and nultilateral devel opnent
institutions to extend strong financial support to the Networks;

7. requests governments to cover the cost of their participation in neetings of
the Conference and its various organs;

8. cal |l s upon governments to include the ANCEN pilot village projects in their
nati onal devel opnent pl ans;

9. urges governnents to include the ANCEN pilot projects in their priority
programes and to meke avail able the necessary |ocal financial conponent;

10. further requests the Executive Director to wite to Mnisters for Foreign
Affairs of ‘African governnments, being the official channels of communication, with
copies to the Mnisters for Finance/Planning and for the Environnent, and also to use
ot her channel s of conmunication, urging themto include their national activities
under the Cairo Programre of Action as priority programmes, to allocate the necessary
financial support and to ensure their inclusion in governnent priority lists for
negotiating aid fromvarious donors;

11. calls upon bilateral donors, as well as multilateral devel opnent and fi nancing
organi zations, to allocate soft |oans or grants under unbrella programmes to support
the Cairo Programme of Action, with priority given to the | east—devel oped countri es,
ensuring that funds provided are mainly utilized in the recipient country and



limting funds spent on feasibility studies and expertise fromoutside Africa to the
m ni mum
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| . Emerging environnental issues
1. notes that the global warmng effect may result in a rise of the sea

| evel, the destruction of forest cover, changes in the zonal pattern of
traditional crops, an increase in the occurrence of droughts and floods, an
i ncrease in the nunber of environmental refugees and friction between

nei ghbouring countri es;

2. further notes that the depletion of the ozone | ayer causes serious health
i mplications, damage to marine food, unpredicted changes in regional and gl oba
cli mat es;

3. takes note that the uncontrolled rel ease of hazardous wastes and toxic

chenmicals in the environment resulting fromindustrial, agricultural and
donmestic activities causes chronic and acute health and environnental hazards;

4, reiterates the deep concern expressed by the Assenbly of Heads of State
and Government and their Mnisters for Foreign Affairs on the dunping of
hazardous wastes on the African Continent.

5. requests the OAU authorities to declare its decision at the next session
of the QAU with regard to the Basle d obal Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movenents of Hazardous Wastes;

6. notes that the depletion of biological diversity will result in
the inability of the land to maintain the essential ecol ogical processes
and its |ife support systens and consequently reduce the rate of

sustai nabl e agricultural and industrial grow h;

7. request the Council of Mnisters of QAU to continue urging governnents
to take necessary action with regard to the African Convention onthe
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources.

8. requests governnents to contribute, through participation in (
envi ronment al action plans, conventions and protocols, etc., to international
efforts exerted to address energi ng environnmental problens;

9. further requests the Bureau to consider the role of the Cairo Programe
i n addressi ng these energi ng probl ens.

J. Reconmendations by the Conference to the Governing Council of UNEP at
its fifteenth session

Decided to submit to the Governeng Council of UNEP at its
fifteenth Session a nmenorandumwhich will inter alia contain specific requests
for its consideration.



