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Annex |1

DECI SI ONS ADOPTED BY THE AMCEN AT I TS El GHTH SESSI ON

1. Mai n preanbl e

W, the African Mnisters of Environnent gathered in the city of Abuja,
Ni geria, under the auspices of the African Mnisterial Conference on the
Envi r onment ,

Recalling the resolutions of the African Mnisterial Conference on the
Envi ronnment adopted in Decenber 1985 and at ot her sessions of the Conference,

Awar e of the evolution of global and regional environnental thinking and shifts
in enphasis since the institutionalization of the Conference,

Recogni zing the many initiatives taken by African countries in response to the
changi ng envi ronnental conditions,

Also Aware that accelerated growh is needed as a top priority in all our
countries, but that economic growth is not sustainable w thout reducing the
wi despread poverty of our people and protecting the resource base needed for
our future developnment, while inproving the health, income and |iving
conditions of the majority of our people is inperative for ensuring the
political and soci al stability needed for econonic and environnental
sustainability,

Noting with concern the increase in the nunber of energency and crisis
situations in our countries as a result of global environnental changes wth
adverse effects on Africa, external factors being to a |large degree the causes
of these disasters, whereas the inpacts on our region are increasing in
adversity, frequency and scal e,

Further aware of the inportant role of economic performance on the state of the
environment and appreciative of the existence of African sub-regional and
regi onal economc groupings, particularly the treaty establishing the African
Economi ¢ Conmmuni ty,

Convi nced that devel opnment which is not sustainable should no |onger be called
devel opnent,

2. Deci sions

Decision 1: Programme Priorities

Havi ng exanmi ned the new proposals for policy and institutional change and the
medi umterm progranme for 2000-2004 and noted with satisfaction the progress

made in the inplenentation of the decisions of our seventh session with the
very linmted financial resources avail abl e,
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Recogni zing the inmportant role that the new organs of the AMCEN -the Bureau,
Inter-sessional Committee and the Inter-Agency Technical Comittee, will play
in pronoting the inplenmentation of the medi umterm progranme,

Deci de:

(a) To adopt:
(i) The proposals for policy and institutional change;

(ii1) The proposals for a nediumterm programe;

(b) To request the Inter-Agency Technical Conmittee to neet and prepare a
bi ennial programme budget to be submitted to the Inter-sessiona
Commi tt ee;

(c) To urge nenber States of the Conference to integrate the actions agreed
in the mediumterm programe in their national programes;

(d) To wurge African regional and subregional organizations to take into
account the actions agreed in the nediumterm programme in their regional
and subregi onal programres;

(e) To invite the Executive Director of the UNEP to ensure that the actions
agreed in the nmediumterm progranme are fully integrated in the
progranmes and activities of the UNEP

Deci sion 2: dobal negotiations on the environnent

Considering the inportance of global negotiations and dialogue on the
environment and the need for the Africa region to pronote its environnental
agenda in such negotiations and di al ogue,

Recogni zing the limted negotiating capacities in the Africa region as well as
the difficulties encountered by representatives of the region in global
envi ronnment al negoti ati ons,

Recogni zing al so the need for the Africa region to approach gl obal negotiation
on the environment with clarity of purpose and commobn consensus, positions and
per specti ves,

Recogni zing further the seriousness and magnitude of |and degradation in the
region resulting fromdesertification process,

Recogni zi ng al so the continuing | oss of biological diversity,

Recogni zing also that the adverse inpacts of <climte change pose serious
threats to the developnent of African countries and that it is therefore
necessary for Africa to play a key and active role at the sixth session of the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate
Change, schedul ed for Novenber 2000,
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Deci de:

(a) To express appreciation to the Executive Director of the UNEP
for organizing within the framework of the AMCEN various
regi onal consultations on specific environnmental issues prior
to global negotiations, and to urge the UNEP to continue to
support such consultations;

(b) To devel op conmon positions and perspectives within the framework
of processes relating to global agreenents, conventions and
international dialogue on the environnent;

(c) To urge the President of the AMCEN to coordinate the positions of
the African Group at all global environnental negotiations;

(d) To urge all parties to the United Nations Franmework Convention on
Cimte Change and in particular annex | parties, who are
responsible for the largest share of historical and current
em ssions of greenhouse gases, to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in
order to facilitate its early entry into force;

(e) To invite international financial institutions, the African
Devel opnent Bank and donor countries to support African countries
in their efforts at capacity building to enhance the effective
i npl ementati on of the conventions on clinmate change, biol ogical
di versity and desertification;

() To work towards fornmulating common positions regarding the
i mpl enmentation of the dimate Change Convention’s Buenos Aires
Plan of Action, and the devel opnent of such mechanisns as the
C ean Devel opnment Mechanism Activities Inplenmented Jointly,
transfers of technol ogy and capacity-buil ding;

(o)) To request the UNEP to assist African countries by convening a
regional neeting of scientific/technical, policy and |egal
experts to prepare position docunents on key issues on the agenda
of the forthcoming neetings of the conventions on biological
diversity, desertification and climte change.

Deci si on 3: Bui | di ng strategic partnerships

Recogni zing the inportant role that devel opnent partners, particularly
in the UN system civil soci ety, i ncluding non-governnent al
organi zations, women’s groups and comunity-based organizations, the
private sector and international donor countries can play in the
i mpl ement ati on of the nmedi um -t erm programe,

Recogni zing also the need to maintain the five geographi cal subregions




(Eastern, West, North, southern and Central Africa) ,and the inportant
role that African regional and subregional organizations can play in
the inplenentation of the nediumterm programe,
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Recogni zing further the inportant role that line mnistries can play at the
national level in the inplenentation of the decisions of the Conference;

Deci de:

a) To build, through consultations and joint progranmng, partnerships with
the UN system civil society, including non-governnmental organizations,
wonen’s groups and conmunity-based organizations, the private sector,
donor countries and nultilateral donor organizations;

(b) To organize consultation with heads of African regional and subregional
organi zations with a view to ensuring that the priorities of the AMCEN
are integrated in their programres;

(c) To develop partnerships with the najor African mnisterial conferences in
order to strengthen understanding of the priorities of the AMCEN and
ensure their incorporation in national devel opment plans.

Deci sion 4: New and energing environnental matters

Recogni zing the inplications for the Africa region of the planned Earth Sunmmt
(2002)

Recogni zing also the inportance of the Gobal Mnisterial Environment Forum
which will be convened in Ml npo, Sweden,

Aware of the serious and adverse inpacts of natural disasters that are on the
i ncrease in the region,

Anware also of the serious and adverse inpacts of civil conflicts on the
environnment as well as problens of refugees arising therefrom

Deci de:

(a) To conmmend the UNEP for taking the necessary nmeasures for convening the

G obal Mnisterial Environment Forum which will bring together in Ml no,
Sweden, from 29 to 31 May 2000, Environnment Mnisters from all over the
world, and to applaud the Covernment of Sweden for hosting the Forum
considering that since the issues to be discussed at the forum are of
crucial inportance to Africa, it is inportant that Africa should be
represented in full force in order to effectively bring to bear on the
di scussions Africa’s perspectives on the agenda itens;

(b) To join hands with the QAU, the ECA, the ADB and the UNEP in carrying out
necessary preparations for the devel opnent of a regional African comobn
position in 2001 to be submitted to Earth Sunmit |l (2002);

(c) To establish a nechanism within the framework of the AMCEN which will
serve as a vehicle for nobilizing actions for the purpose of conprehensive
assessnment of the inpacts of disasters and civil conflicts on the
environnent, as well as environnental restorati on nmeasures.
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Deci sion 5: Financi al Resources

Recogni zing the inportance of having predictable and regular financial
resources for the inplenentation of the decisions of the Conference as well as
t he medi umterm progranme,

Recognizing also the need for «contributions to the Trust Fund of the
Conf er ence,

Recogni zing further the financial support that the UNEP continues to provide to
the Conference as well as the contributions nmade by sonme of the nmenber States
of the Conference,

Recogni zing also the need to look at the possibilities of other fornms of
resource assi stance,

Expressing our appreciation to the Governnments of Benin, Burkina Faso, Egypt,
Ghana, Mauritius, Seychel | es, South Africa and Zi nbabwe, whi ch  have
cunul atively contributed, in the last four years, $835,700 to the Trust Fund
established in 1985,

Expressing especially our thanks to Egypt for contributing $ 689,800 of that
anount ,

Deci de:

(a) To express our appreciation to the UNEP for having borne the necessary
costs for secretarial services, progranme activities and personnel since
the inception of the Conference in Decenber 1985, and urge it to continue
to do so;

(b) To urge our countries to increase their current contributions to the
Trust Fund to a total of $3 mllion by Decenber 2001 on the basis of the
new system of contributions agreed upon at this session, and to enulate
the conmmendable actions by the above-nentioned countries by making
imediate initial contributions to the Trust Fund;

(c) To request the secretariat to take the necessary neasures to nobilize
additional financial resources for the Conference on the basis of the
proposal it presented at this eighth session of the Conference;

(d) To mandate the UNEP to invoice nmenber States of the Conference for their
contributions to the Trust Fund in furtherance of this goal, on the basis

of the good will enshrined in the decisions taken on the Trust Fund, as
well as the pledges which have been nmade by nenber States at this
sessi on;

(e) To request further the secretariat to submit a report on the use of the
earned interest of the Trust Fund to the ninth session of the Conference;
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(f)

Trust Fund as

To mandate the UNEP accordingly to utilize the interest

at 31 WMarch 2000

activities in the budgeted biennial

Agency Techni cal

Commi tt ee.

earned in the
for the inplenmentation of the

progranmme prepared by the Inter-



