
1 

TANZANIA BUREAU OF STANDARDS 
South – South Cooperation Workshop on 

Elimination of Lead in Paints, 22 – 24 March 2017 
 

Awareness Initiatives for elimination of Lead Paint 
in Tanzania 

Mr. Safari Fungo  
23rd of March 2017, 

KunTai Hotel,  
Beijing, China 

safari.fungo@tbs.go.tz ; fungolee@gmail.com  



Paint studies show that most enamel 
decorative paints in low - and moderate 

income countries contain high lead levels 

Most enamel decorative paints contain high lead levels 



Analysis shows paint in Tanzania 
have high lead levels 

The recent results released by 
AGENDA in Sept 2015 
revealed  high lead levels 
99,000;  69,000; 61,000 (ppm 
– total lead); etc. 

These are from locally 
produced paints  as well as 
from imported paints. 

A few (including from the local 
manufacturers) had lower than 
90 ppm - total lead. 
 



Paints contain high levels of lead when 
manufacturers intentionally add one or 

more lead compounds 

Pigments 
give paint 
their color 

Driers help 
paints dry 
fast and 
evenly  

Compounds 
that inhibit 

rust or 
corrosion  



Awareness program on 
elimination of lead on paint 

 Disseminated information to 
interested parties in booklets - 
(Kiswahili and English) 
 It was mainly on:  

What is lead paint 
Why is lead in paint 
How lead exposure occurs 
Effects of lead paint  

 Publicity and community 
engagement 

 Participation into global 
awareness initiatives “International 
Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of 
Action (ILPPWA)” 
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Publicity and community engagement 
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Participation into global awareness 
initiatives 

 International Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Week of Action (ILPPWA). 
 It is an event that happens every October 

around the world since 2013. 

Focuses on awareness raising on lead 
poisoning prevention. 

We carried out awareness event in 2013, 
2014, 2015 and 2016. 



We Must Eliminate Lead Paint 
Our children’s intellectual future depends on it 
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Thanks you very much for 
your attention! 
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