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16
Peace, justice, and strong institutions
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all, and build 
effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions at all levels

Nearly one in three firms in countries surveyed in East Asia and Pacific 
encounter at least one bribe payment request, the most of any region. 
Businesses in poorer countries are more likely to encounter bribery than those 
in richer ones, impeding sustainable development. Goal 16 promotes just, 
transparent, and accountable governance, together with inclusive frameworks 
and peaceful societies.

Combating bribery in all its forms

Good governance in regulation, business 
licensing, taxation, and access to public 
services is fundamental to a sustainable busi-
ness environment. Opaque, burdensome, and 
inefficient regulations and procedures nurture 
opportunities for corrupt officials to extract 
bribes or unofficial payments, and Goal 16 
seeks to minimize these opportunities (target 
16.5).

One in four firms in low- income and lower- 
middle- income countries encounter requests 
for bribes and informal payments from offi-
cials, while one in five are expected to offer 
gifts to tax officials (figure 16a). Bribery often 
occurs in transactions necessary for a private 
firm to conduct business: paying taxes; obtain-
ing an operating license, import license, or 
construction permit; and obtaining an electri-
cal or water connection.

In the economies worst affected, more than half 
the firms encounter such requests, adding to 
their costs (figures 16d and 16e). The requests 
also impede the creation and growth of firms.

Minimizing violent and conflict-related 
deaths

The global rate of intentional homicide fell 
from 6 per 100,000 people to 5 between 2012 
and 2014, showing progress toward Goal 16’s 
aim of greatly reducing all forms of violence 
and conflict- related deaths (target 16.1). Eight 
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 
were in the top 10, with Honduras the most 
violent at 70 homicides per 100,000 people 
(figure 16b). In Sub- Saharan Africa, Lesotho 
had the most homicides at 38 per 100,000 
people.

Most battle-related deaths in 2015 were in 
Syria, at more than 46,500 Afghanistan saw 

16a Firms in low- and lower-middle- income countries encounter more bribery than those in 
other countries
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battle- related deaths escalate to more than 
17,200 in 2015. Conflict casualties rose in 
Yemen too, with around 6,700 deaths in 2015 
(figure 16c).

Achieving good budgetary governance

To provide a sound basis for development, 
government budgets should be comprehen-
sive, transparent, and realistic (target 16.6). 
The Public Expenditure and Financial Account-
ability (PEFA) Program identifies how well gov-
ernments execute their budgets in accord with 
the appropriations authorized at the beginning 
of each year. Since 2005, 147 countries and 178 
subnational governments have carried out 
a PEFA assessment, with national spending 
more likely to be on target than subnational 
spending.

Nearly two-thirds of countries surveyed were 
within 10 percent of their original national 
budgets, and nearly half of these were within 
5 percent. But nearly one in ten countries 

16b Parts of Latin America and Sub- Saharan Africa had the highest homicide rates in 2014
Intentional homicides, 2014 or most recent year available (per 100,000 people)
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16c Syria saw more battle-related deaths in 
2015 than any other country
Battle-related deaths in the eight countries with the 
highest totals in 2015 (thousands)
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16d Bribery requests are most common in parts of Asia and Africa
Bribery incidence, most recent year available 
(% of fi rms experiencing at least one bribe payment request)
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16e Bribery and informal requests for gifts and payments are common in some countries in Africa and Asia
Top 39 countries where fi rms experience bribery, most recent year available
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16e Bribery and informal requests for gifts and payments are common in some countries in Africa and Asia
Top 39 countries where fi rms experience bribery, most recent year available
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assessed deviated by more than 15 percent. 
Implementing realistic national budgets is 
particularly challenging in Sub- Saharan Africa, 
where nearly four-fifths of countries were more 
than 5 percent off (figure 16f).

Budget reliability has been assessed at least 
twice in 102 countries since 2005. Around four 
of five countries in East Asia and Pacific and 
South Asia showed improvement, while two 
of five in Sub- Saharan Africa saw their scores 
deteriorate (figure 16g).

16f Public spending was within 10 percent of the budget in two-thirds of countries surveyed
Variation from original approved budgets (above or below), most recent year available during 2006–16 (%)
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Source: Public Expenditure and Financial Accountability database.

16g More than half the countries with multiple assessments improved budget execution
Change in budget reliability score of countries assessed at more than one time, various years, 2005–16 
(percentage of countries)

Sub-Saharan Africa (38 countries)

South Asia (6 countries)

Middle East & North Africa (4 countries)

Latin America & Caribbean (25 countries)

Europe & Central Asia (13 countries)

East Asia & Pacific (16 countries)

Improved Deteriorated No change

0 25 50 75 100

Source: Public Expenditure and Financial Accountability database.



Atlas of Sustainable Development Goals 2017  97

Ranging from large states in Brazil to small 
municipalities in Croatia, almost half the 178 
local government budgets surveyed in 34 
countries deviated by more than 15 percent 
from the original budget, and only one in 
seven subnational budgets was within 5 per-
centage points (figure 16h). The link between 
national and subnational performance is not 
systematic. But Ethiopia and South Africa are 
good examples of where the majority of sub-
national and national budgets were very close 
to the ones the legislature approved.

Bestowing comprehensive legal identity

Civil registration systems should record major 
life events such as births, marriages, and 
deaths for all citizens (target 16.9). But in parts 
of rural Sub- Saharan Africa, birth registration 
is lacking: in Somalia, fewer than 2 percent of 
rural births are recorded, and in Malawi and 
Ethiopia fewer than 5 percent. Civil registra-
tion systems are also lacking in some parts of 
Asia: Yemen and Pakistan record fewer than a 
quarter of their rural births (figure 16i).

16h Many subnational governments deviated substantially from their planned budgets
Difference between planned and actual subnational budget expenditures, most recent year available during 
2006–16
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16i In many Asian and African countries, babies in rural areas are less likely to be 
registered than those in urban areas
Completeness of birth registration, bottom 25 countries for rural registration, most recent value (%)
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