Comentarios de la Republica Argentina al Borrador Cero del Documento Ministerial de la Tercer
Asamblea de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente.

La Republica Argentina agradece el trabajo en curso realizado por Costa Rica en la elaboracidn
del “borrador cero” y el trabajo de coordinacién de su negociacion.

Desde una perspectiva general, se observa que el borrador circulado posee un formato inusual
y poco habitual para este tipo de documentos, mds préximo a un comunicado de lideres que a
una declaracion politica.

La Republica Argentina considera que el resultado de un Segmento de Alto Nivel, ya sea una
Declaracién o un Comunicado, deberia reflejar un compromiso politico en torno a la agenda
ambiental, siendo la UNEA el 6rgano de gobierno ambiental de composicion universal que
contribuye al Foro Politico de Alto Nivel en la evaluacién de los Objetivos de Desarrollo
Sostenible.

Al respecto, si bien el lenguaje utilizado en el documento denota un proceso de trabajo
aspiracional, se estima que el documento deberia mantener un espiritu (lenguaje y formato)
mas declarativo y concreto. En ese sentido, se agradecerd en futuros borradores tener presente
esta consideracion.

Por otro lado, en caso haber consenso para avanzar en un lenguaje y formato mas coloquial, la
Argentina, en principio, es flexible en acompanar un comunicado final.

Finalmente, se estima preferible evitar el uso de cifras especificas cuya fuente es desconocida
en el texto. Asimismo, resulta inapropiada la referencia a estereotipos socioculturales que
podrian resultar discriminatorios u ofensivos, por lo que se sugiere su eliminacion.

Con relacién al contenido del borrador cero, se realizan los siguientes comentarios especificos:
- La Argentina, en linea con lo establecido por su Constitucién Nacional, comparte el

principio de que todas las personas gozan del derecho a vivir en un ambiente sano.

- También se comparte la relacidn entre la lucha contra la pobreza y el trabajo por la
dignidad de las personas en el contexto del trabajo por un ambiente sano.

- No obstante, la Republica Argentina preferiria no hacer referencias en el texto a la
relacion entre la paz y el ambiente, ya que no se estima que la UNEA sea el foro
apropiado para abordar dichas cuestiones.

- Se estima acertada la intencién de trabajar en la contaminacion desde todos los niveles
de gobierno, y con todos los actores involucrados.

- Asimismo, resulta pertinente incrementar alianzas con otros organismos del sistema de
Naciones Unidas con competencias especificas en la lucha contra la contaminacién, tal y
como se sefiala en el documento.



- No obstante, se estima que la falta de referencia a medios de implementacién para
objetivos tan ambiciosos no se condice con las posibilidades efectivas de
cumplimentarlos. Por ello, se agradecera incorporar lenguaje en ese sentido. El rol de la
tecnologia resulta fundamental en el logro de un ambiente menos contaminado.

En adicidn a lo sefialado anteriormente, se adjunta una versién simplificada del borrador cero,
en linea con lo comentado:

Zero Draft of the Ministerial Outcome Document of the 2017 UN Environment Assembly “Towards a

Pollution-Free Planet”

We, the world’s ministers of environment, gathered for the Third Session of the United Nations
Environment Assembly, declare—thatthis—ecannetand—will-ret—econtinue—\We commit to securing a
pollution free future for our people and planet. And we commit to working with every possible
stakeholder to rapidly explore and implement every possible solution to end the pollution of our air,
soil, freshwater and oceans.

As the representatives of 193 nations, we believe that, regardless of gender or culture faith or wealth,

one should be left behind as we strive to deliver the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development or other
international agreements. Yet it is still the poorest and most vulnerable people in society who are
disproportionally affected; often paying the price for the action of the wealthiest.

This Assembly agrees that everyone on this planet has an equal right to live in a clean environment, with
access to safe water, food and air. These are the most precious of natural resources. Any threat to them
is a threat to our health, our society, our economy, our security and our very survival. Pollution is not
new, but with the population expected to reach 10 billion people by 2050, these sel-impesed threats

have never been greater-ermerepreventable.



However, we also agree that with leadership, determination, collaboration, knowledge and technology,
our options for turning these threats into opportunities are increasing just as fast. The transition to a
pollution free planet is not only achievable, but can help tackle poverty, improve health, reduce global
warming, build peace, protect human rights, create jobs and drive economic growth. We must recapture
and reinvest the 300-tennes—of gold buried in electronic waste every year; the $100-billien—in plastic
packaging being thrown away; the $1-trillisn economic loss from exposing children to lead in paint; and
the $5-+rillien large amount of money spent on healthcare because of air pollution. To do so, we must
dramatically scale up and accelerate the solutions that countries, cities, businesses and individual
citizens are already using.

Therefore, we acknowledge the magnitude of threats and opportunities reported in Towards a Pollution
Free Planet serve and commit to preventing, mitigating and managing pollution in every form by:

- Supporting the development, collation and use of reliable scientific data. This includes better
multidisciplinary indicators; more efficient data gathering and monitoring; easier access to and
wider availability of information; and an increase in awareness raising and knowledge sharing. This
will promote evidence based decision making in the public and private sectors, effective standard
setting by all stakeholders and greater participation by citizens from all walks of life.

- Targeting pollutants with focused environmental agreements and tailored action. This will be
achieved in two ways. Either by developing global policy to prevent, reduce and control pollutants
where the science is clear, but actions do not yet exist. Or by increasing research on pollutants
where the impact is not yet clear.

- Cultivating economic productivity and job creation by using incentives to increase innovation and
the uptake of new technology. This makes it easier for producers and consumers to rethink, reuse,
recycle, recover and remake any products, materials and services.

- Nurturing integrated urban development to create more livable villages, towns and cities, which
thrive in harmony with the surrounding environment. This includes accelerating the sound
management of chemicals and waste, encouraging responsible lifestyle choices, prioritizing access
to clean energy and transport, and leveraging the power of big data.

- Promoting fiscal incentives to stimulate systemic and behavioural changes. This includes internalising
the true cost of pollution in financial decisions and redirecting investments from the short-term profits
of polluting activities to the more sustainable profits of greener alternatives.

- Strengthening and enforcing more integrated policies, regulations and laws. This will be achieved by
supporting institutions and building capacity; bolstering monitoring and accountability systems; and
sharing best practices, standards, policy instruments and tools.

- Creating and expanding partnerships across the United Nations, as well as with governments, the
private sector, academia, civil society and individual citizens. This includes emphasizing enormous
potential of partnerships between different stakeholders among developing nations.




Therefore, we warmly welcome the resolutions adopted at the Third Session of the United Nations
Environment Assembly. We applaud the many pledges from diverse stakeholders that address critical

environmental challenges. And we restate our commitment to work towards a pollution free planet for
present and future generations.



