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Foreword 

Conservation of biological diversity cons iitutes one of today's greatest 
challenges. 

Biological diversity constitutes the resource upon which families, communities, 
nations and future generations depend. It is the chain that links one organism to 
another binding each into an interdependent community or eco-system in which 
all living creatures, however small, have their place and function. 

Yet by our heedless actions we are eroding this biological capital at an alarming 
rate. The world is being impoverished by the loss of its richest resources - of 
forests, wetlands and seas and depletion of its most fundamental stock - its 
species, its eco-systems and its habitats. Every gene, species or eco-system lost 
represents the toss of an available option to adapt to local and global change. 

Even today, despite the destruction that we have inflicted on the environment 
and its natural bounty, its resilience is taken for granted. But the more we learn 
of the workings of the natural world, the clearer it becomes that there is a limit 
to the disruption that this web of life - biological diversity - can endure. 

The question that all of us have to ask ourselves is: If the environment is 
reaching the limits of its endurance what can each one of us do to conserve our 
planet's biological capital? 

The best defence for environment lies in an alert and fully aware public. The 
social conscience of the people needs to be awakened. An education that 
empowers and enables people to seek collectively ways to overcome cunent 
destructive trends is a critical component of any successful strategy for 
achieving a sustainable future. 

One way to establish stronger support for our measures to conserve our 
biological diversity is to enlist the support of indigenous conservation efforts of 
the local people. Their indigenous knowledge and wisdom about the 
environment may well provide the resilience which will enable us to adapt to 
the future environmental changes. And, experience has shown that wherever 
local people have been given greater responsibility for managing their own 
resources, they have shown both a capacity and a willingness to conserve. 

In addition, we should endeavour to build a broader constituency for 
conservation of our biological resources. All the sectors that depend on nature's 
bounty for their welfare should be reminded of their responsibility and be 
mobilized for investing in its survival. I refer here to sectors as diverse as the 
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pharmaceutical industry, agriculture, tourism, fisheries and industries requiring 
raw materials. Broader participation means sharing responsibility. The 
imperative of conserving our environment will require mobilization on a large 
scale. 

Fortunately, the international community has recognized this challenge with the 
coming into force of the Convention on Biological Diversity on 29 December 
1993. We assume a dynamic stance that simultaneously seeks to meet peoples' 
needs from biological resources while ensuring the long-term sustainablity of 
earth's biological capital. 

The United Nations Environment Programme has played a key role from the 
forging of the Convention on Biological Diversity to its follow up and 
strengthening of the national and global base of knowledge on biodiversity. 

With the celebration of this International Day for Biological Diversity, I an' 
sure a new impetus will be imparted to the environmental effort and it will be 
charged with a fresh confidence, poised to do battle with the system. On this 
day, let us also resolve to weave the life-sustaining customs from all the diverse 
groups that make up our global society into the fabric of a culture that is 
capable of protecting the sanctity of all life on our planet. 

Elizabeth Dowdeswell 

Message of Ms Elizabeth Dowdeswell, 
the Executive Director 
of the United Nations Environment Programme 
in commemoration of the International Day 
for Biological Diversity 
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Introduction 
The term " biological diversity" is used to describe the number and variety of 
living organisms on the planet. It is defined in terms of genes, species and 
ecosystems which are the outcome of over 3,000 million years of evolution. 
Indeed more than 40% of the world economy and 80% of the needs of the poor 
in the world are derived from biological diversity. 

To date, an estimated 1.7 million species have been identified. The exact 
number of the Earth's existing species is still unknown. Estimates of species 
vary from 5 to 100 million. Extinction of species is a national phenomenon. It is 
part of the process of evolution. During past extinction episodes, it took more 
than 10 million years for the number of species to return to the level of 
hiodiversity existing before the extinction. Today's rates of extinction are 
unprecedented. 

Accordingly, the United Nations Conference on Human Environment held in 
Stockholm in June 1992 identified as a priority the need for the conservation of 
biological diversity. The Action Plan on Programme Development and 
Priorities adopted in 1973 at the first session of UNEP's Governing Council 
(GC), identified the "conservation of nature, wildlife and genetic resources" as 
a priority area. Since then, the conservation of biological diversity constitutes 
one of the main activities undertaken by UNEP. 
The number of international and regional legal instruments related to 
biological diversity adopted during the 1970s reflects such a priority. The 
Ranisar Convention on Wetlands, the Convention for the protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage, the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, the Convention on the 
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats, to name but a few, 
were adopted. 

In view of its catalytic role in environmental affairs, UNEP con venedpursuant 
to GC Decision 14126 adopted on 17 June 1987 an Ad Hoc Working Group of 
Experts on Biological Diversity for the harmonization of the existing 
conventions related to biological diversity. At its vent first meeting, the Group 
of Experts agi'eed on the need to elaborate an international binding instrument 
on biological diversity. 

In May 1989, an Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on Biological Diversity 
was established by UNEP to prepare an international legal insti'ument for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking into account 
"the need to share costs and benefits between developed and developing 
countries and the ways and means to support innovation by local people." 
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The Ad Hoc Working Group. which came to he known in February 1991 as the 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) held seven working sessions 
which culminated in the adoption of the Nairobi Final Act of the Conference for 
the Adoption of the Agreed Text of the Contention on Biological Diversity. 

In 1993, UNEP established the Intergovernmental Committee on the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (JCCBD) which held two meetings; the first 
in Geneva in October 1993 and the second meeting was held in Nairobi in 

.June 1994. 

Upon the request of the second ICCBD meeting, an Opeii-ended 
Intergovernmental Meeting of Scientific Experts on Biological Diversity was 
convened in April 1994, Mexico to undertake an in-depth review of scientific 
and technical issues in preparation for the first meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity was opened fhr signature on 5 June 
1992 during the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
held in Rio de Janeiro. Since then, the Convention has received 168 signatures 
and 140 ratifications. It entered into fbrce upon the thirtieth ratification on 
29 December 1993. 

On 19 December 1994, the United Nations General Assenih/v declared 
29 December, the c/ate of entry into force of the Convention international Day 
for Biological Diversity. 

Pursuant to the relevant provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
the first meeting of the Confrrence of the Parties was held in Nassau, the 
Bahamas from 28 November to 9 December 1994. The second meeting of the 
Conference oft/ic Parties was lie/din Jakarta from 6 to 17 November 1994. 

While the first meeting of the Contracting Parties set in place the mechanisms 
provided for by the Convention, the second meeting of the Contracting Parties 
at Jakarta offered a unique opportunity to make the Convention operational. Its 
decisions mark a new phase in the implementation of the Convention at the 
national level. The Ministerial segment provides the political impetus for such 
endeavours. 

Calestous Juma 
Executive Secretary 

Convention on Biological Diversity 
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THE JAKARTA MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

WE, THE MINISTERS PARTICIPATING IN THE MINISTERIAL 
SEGMENT OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF 
THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY, 
HELD IN JAKARTA, INDONESIA, ON 14 AND 15 NOVEMBER 1995; 

I. REALIZE that biological diversity that comprises variability of genes, 
species and ecosystems is the world's most valuable resource for the 
sustainability and welfare of all humankind; 

NOTE that this second meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
coincides with the commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Republic of Indonesia's independence and of the creation of the United 
Nations Organization, and RECOGNIZE that such a historic moment offers 
an unequalled opportunity to further strengthen multilateral cooperation for 
promoting the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity for the 
benefit of present and future generations; 

REAFFIRM the Convention as the legal instrument to advance the 
conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components 
and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the use of 
genetic resources; 

REGARD the Convention as a treaty with a global vision based on 
common concern and mutual assistance, recognition and articulation of 
national sovereignty over their own biological resources, particularly 
genetic resources, and recognition of national responsibility for 
conservation of biological diversity and for using biological resources 
sustainably and for creating conditions to facilitate access to genetic 
resources; 

FURTHER RECOGNIZE that the Convention is based on mutual 
reliance and fair and equitable sharing of benefits for the prosperity of 
humankind: 

REAFFIRM that, by becoming Parties to the Convention, our 
Governments have committed themselves to the Convention's objectives 
and its provisions; 
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REAFFIRM the Convention as a global partnership, based on mutual 
assistance and international cooperation to achieve the conservation of 
biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and 
equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic 
resources, for the benefit of present and future generations; 

REAFFIRM ALSO that the second meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity provides the momentum 
for global agreement relating to the implementation of Article 19, 
paragraph 3, of the Convention on the consideration of the need for and 
modalities of a protocol on the safe transfer, handling and use of any living 
modified organism resulting from biotechnology that may have adverse 
effects on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity; 

RECOGNIZE the urgency of the task we face, and the individual and 
collective responsibilities of Parties to the Convention for the 
implementation of biological diversity conservation, sustainable use and 
sharing of benefits for the equitable welfare of all people; 

AWARE of the need for more information and knowledge regarding 
biological diversity at all levels, and the need to implant the value of 
biological diversity in the minds and hearts of all people, STRESS the 
importance of promoting education on biological diversity at all levels of 
formal and non-formal education systems; 

FURTHER REAFFIRM the importance of the clearing-house 
mechanism for technical and scientific cooperation in support of the 
implementation of the Convention at national level and emphasize the need 
for its accessibility to all countries; 

ENCOURAGE the Convention, through its relevant organs, to 
strengthen relationships with other relevant conventions and processes, 
including the Commission on Sustainable Development and its 
Intergovernmental Panel on Forests; 

WELCOME the establishment of a position within the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity on all issues pertaining to the 
implementation of Article 80) of the Convention related to indigenous and 
local communities; 

REAFFIRM that there is a critical need for the Conference of the 
Parties to address the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal 
biological diversity, and urge Parties to initiate immediate action to 
implement the decisions adopted on this issue. In this context, WELCOME 
the commitment of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia to play a 
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major role in facilitating such implementation at the global and regional 
level and the declaration by the Conference of the Parties of the new global 
consensus on the importance of marine and coastal biological diversity as 
the "Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity"; 

FURTHER ENCOURAGE the Conference of the Parties, through its 
relevant organs, to actively assist Parties to fulfill their obligations, 
especially through cooperation, collaboration and partnership; 

URGE the international community to continue to take action and make 
every effort to assist developing countries to build their own institutional 
capacity, including human resource development, to conserve and use 
sustainably biological diversity including through in-situ and ex-situ 
conservation and to facilitate the transfer of technology in accordance with 
the provisions of the Convention; 

URGE States involved in nuclear testing to take note of the views put 
forward by a significant number of Parties expressing their strong concern 
over the impacts of nuclear testing on biodiversity, in particular to the 
coastal and marine ecosystems and CALL on these States to cease nuclear 
testing and to conclude a comprehensive test ban treaty in 1996; 

URGE States that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the 
Convention and to begin implementing the Convention on Biological 
Diversity; 

CALL UPON all Governments and the citizens of our planet to 
celebrate the International Day for Biological Diversity on 29 December, 
reflecting our individual and joint responsibility for conserving and using 
biological diversity sustainably; 

DECLARE that our Governments will continue to spare no effort in 
undertaking to fulfil the provisions of the Convention for the benefit of life 
on Earth, for present and future generations. 
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Decision 

REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING 
OF THE SUBSIDIARY BODY ON SCIENTIFIC, 

TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADViCE 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Takes note of the report of the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, held at the headquarters of 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in Paris 
from 4 to 8 September 1995, contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/5; 

Endorses recommendation 1/1 on the modus operandi of the Subsidiary 
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; 

Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice to keep under review its niodus operandi with a view to improving 
its functioning on the basis of experience gained; 

Endorses also recommendation 1/6 on the global biodiversity outlook and 
decides that the outlook should be financed through voluntary contributions; 

Calls upon the international conimunity to make contributions for the 
preparation and publication of the first global biodiversity outlook, to be 
issued in 1997; 

Further requests the second meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 
Technical and Technological Advice, in considering its programme of work 
for 1996, to ensure that the programme is based on the priorities set in the 
programme of work of the Conference of the Parties for 1996 and 1997, as 
contained in decision 11/18, and specific requests to the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, contained in other decisions 
of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

Decision 

PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION 

The Coiif'rence of the Parties, 
Noting the importance of scientific and technical work being undertaken by 
other international and intergovernmental organizations to the medium-term 
programme of work; 

12 
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Aware that such inputs have already contributed to advancing the work of 
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; 

Requests the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the Bureau of the 
Subsidiary Body, to identify and mobilize, for publication and distribution, 
scientific and technical information of relevance to the medium-term 
programme of work, recognizing the limitations of the budget. 

Decision 

CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISM 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Takes note of the document prepared by the Secretariat on the 
establishment of the clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate 
technical and scientific cooperation (document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/6); 

Notes that many information systems and activities relevant to the 
objectives of the Convention have been and are being established at 
international, subregional, regional and national levels; 

Notes that the enhanced cooperation between these information systems 
and activities will contribute to capacity-building, and notes that, in this 
context, the role of the Secretariat is to promote and facilitate access to this 
clearing-house mechanism; 

Decides, as a contribution to the implementation of the objectives of the 
Convention, that the clearing-house mechanism, established by decision 1/3 
adopted at its first meeting in accordance with Article 18, paragraph 3 of the 
Convention, should be developed: 

Starting with a pilot phase for 1996-1997; 

Through specific and focused areas of activities related to the 
promotion of international technical and scientific cooperation; 

By gradually building up its functions in response to clear and 
identified demand based on experience gained and resources available; 

In a neutral, transparent, cost-effective, efficient and accessible 
manner; 

As a decentralized mechanism using such resources as print and 
electronic media, including the Internet; 
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By making full use of existing facilities, which will avoid any 
duplication or overlap of activities and allow for the early 
implementation of the mechanism: 

In close cooperation with relevant international organizations and 
entities as active partners in the clearing-house mechanism to 
maximize the existing experience and expertise; 

By enhancing networking between existing national, regional, 
subregional and international centres of relevant expertise, as well as 
governmental and non-governmental institutions and the private 
sector: 

5. Decides also that, during the pilot phase for 1996-1997, the Secretariat 
should act as a focal point and should: 

(a) Encourage the development of a network of active partners, such as 
those specified in 4(h). These partners should focus initially on: 

(I) developing national capabilities through exchanging and 
disseminating information on the experiences and lessons learned 
by Parties on the implementation of the Convention. This can be 
done through guidelines, training programmes, seminars, 
workshops, where appropriate, and upon request, and by using 
the clearing-house mechanism; 

facilitating access to and dissemination of research relevant 
to the objectives of the Convention; 

facilitating the transfer of technology through 
exchanging and disseminating information on experiences and 
technologies relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity; 

(b) Provide information on and facilitate access to these operating active 
partners: 

(c) Support the active partners to develop specific training for the 
effective participation of users in the clearing-house network; 

6. (a) Decides also to provide funding for the pilot phase through the 
budget of the Convention; 

(b) Ca//s also upon the international community to make additional 
voluntary contributions for the implementation of the pilot phase; 

7. Takes note of the designation by Parties of their national focal point for 
the clearing-house mechanism (document UNEP/CB D/COP/2/Inf.5) and 
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calls upon those who have not designated their focal point to do so, where 
appropriate, as soon as possible, and no later than February 1996; 

Invites all relevant international, regional, subregional and national 
organizations and entities willing to offer their cooperation as active 
partners in the operation of the clearing-house mechanism to communicate 
the details of their offer and requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Secretariat to enter into collaborative arrangements and to report to its third 
meeting on the results of such arrangements; 

Requests the Global Environment Facility to explore the modalities of 
providing support through the financial mechanism to developing country 
Parties for capacity-building in relation to the operation of the 
clearing-house mechanism and report to the Conference of the Parties at its 
third meeting: 

Decides to review the implementation of the pilot phase of the clearing-
house mechanism at its third meeting and requests the Executive Secretary 
to submit a progress report: 

Decides also to review the implementation of the pilot phase at its 
fourth meeting and requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice to provide scientific and technical advice. 

Decision 

WAYS AND MEANS TO PROMOTE 
AND FACILITATE ACCESS TO, AND TRANSFER 

AND DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNOLOGY 

The Confrence of the Pa,ties, 

Takes note of recommendation 1/4 on ways and means to promote and 
facilitate access to, and transfer and development of technology as 
envisaged in Articles 16 and 18 of the Convention, adopted by the first 
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological 
Advice, held in Paris, at the headquarters of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization. from 4 to 8 September 1995: 

Endorses paragraph 1(d) of recommendation 1/4, requesting the 
Executive Secretary to prepare, for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at its second meeting, a 
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substantive and well-focused background document, taking into account the 
views expressed by States Parties and observers during the first meeting of 
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, the 
first and second meetings of the Conference of the Parties, including those 
decisions related to the clearing-house mechanism, and the deliberations of 
the first and second sessions of the Intergovernmental Committee on the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, and of the open-ended 
Intergovernmental Meeting of Scientific Experts on Biological Diversity, 
held in Mexico in April 1994, including its annexed UNEP Expert Panel 
Reports Ito IV. Such a background document should consider the 
importance of biotechnology to the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity, especially to developing countries, as well as the 
enabling roles of capacity-building and the provision of adequate financial 
resources; 

Endorses also paragraph 1(e) of recommendation 1/4, requesting the 
Executive Secretary to invite relevant submissions by States Parties, 
observers and relevant international and non-governmental organizations, 
including, in particular, the Commission on Sustainable Development and 
the private sector and to take these into account in the preparation of the 
background document. The document should also take due cognisance of 
regional and subregional inputs and comments. The background document 
should identify key priority issues relating to opportunities for and obstacles 
to the transfer of technology for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; 

Requests the second meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 
Technical and Technological Advice to submit a detailed report to the third 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

Decision 

CONSIDERATION OF THE NEED 
FOR AND MODALITIES OF A PROTOCOL 

FOR THE SAFE TRANSFER, HANDLING AND USE 
OF LIVING MODIFIED ORGANISMS 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling Article 19. paragraph 3, of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, 
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Recognizing the link between paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 19, 

Recognizing also the link between Articles 8(g) and 19, paragraph 3 

Recalling its decision 1/9 made at its first meeting, held in Nassau, 
Bahamas, from  28 November to 9 December 1994, 

Having considered the report and recommendations prepared for its second 
meeting by the Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety, which 
met in Madrid from 24-28 July 1995, 

Recognizing that modern biotechnology has great potential for human 
well-being if developed and used with adequate safety measures for the 
envifonment and human health, 

Recognizing also that, although considerable knowledge has accumulated, 
significant gaps in knowledge have been identified, specifically in the field 
of interaction between living modified organisms (LMOs) resulting from 
modern biotechnology and the environment, taking into account the 
relatively short period of experience with releases of such organisms. the 
relatively small number of species and traits used, and the lack of 
experience in the range of environments, specifically those in centres of 
origin and genetic diversity, 

Noting that there is a need for further analysis of existing national, regional 
and international regulations and legally binding instruments of relevance to 
the impact of LMOs on the conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity, 

Affirming that international action on biosafety should offer an efficient and 
effective framework for the development of international cooperation aimed 
at ensuring safety in biotechnology through effective risk assessment and 
risk management for the transfer, handling and use of any LMO resulting 
from modern biotechnology that may have adverse environmental impacts 
that could affect the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, 
taking into account the risks to human health, and taking also into account 
Articles 8(g) and 19, paragraph 4, of the Convention, 

Considering that, although there are existing international agreements of 
relevance to the impact of LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology that 
may have adverse effect on the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity, none of these specifically address the transboundary 
movements of such LMOs, and therefore there is an urgent need to give 
attention to this issue, 

Taking into account that the large majority of delegations present at the 
meeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety favoured 
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the development, within the context of an international framework for safety 
in biotechnology, of a protocol on biosafety under the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, 

Stressing the importance of the urgent finalization of the United Nations 
Environment Programme International Technical Guidelines on Safety in 
Biotechnology and that this could contribute to the development and 
implementation of a protocol on biosafety, but noting that this does not 
prejudice the development and conclusion of such a protocol, 

Noting that guidelines on biosafety, including the proposed United Nations 
Environment Programme International Technical Guidelines on Safety in 
Biotechnology, may be used as an interim mechanism during the 
development of the protocol and to complement it after its completion, for 
the purposes of facilitating the development of national capacities to assess 
and manage risks, establish adequate information systems and develop 
expert human resources in biotechnology, 

Decides to seek solution to the above-mentioned concerns through a 
negotiation process to develop, in the field of the safe transfer, handling and 
use of living modified organisms, a protocol on biosafety, specifically 
focusing on transboundary movement, of any living modified organism 
resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effect on the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, setting out for 
consideration, in particular, appropriate procedure for advance informed 
agreement: 

Decides to establish an Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group under the 
Conference of the Parties which shall vperate in accordance with the terms 
of reference in the annex to this decision: 

Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention to make the 
necessary arrangements for the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group to 
meet as soon as possible, at least once before the next meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties. 

Annex to decision 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
FOR THE OPEN-ENDED AD HOC WORKING GROUP 

1. The Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group should be composed of 
representatives, including experts, nominated by Governments and regional 
economic integration organizations. 
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2. The Open-ended Ad hoc Working Group shall, in accordance with 
operative paragraph I of the present decision: 

elaborate, as a priority, the modalities and elements of a protocol based 
on appropriate elements from Sections I, 11 and III, paragraph 18 (a), 
of Annex I of the report of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts 
on Biosafety: 

consider the inclusion of the elements from Section III, paragraph 18 
(b), and other elements, as appropriate: 

3. The development of the draft protocol shall, as a priority: 
elaborate the key concepts and terms that are to be addressed in the 
process; 
include consideration of the form and scope of advance informed 
agreement procedures; 
identify relevant categories of LMOs resulting from modern 
biotechnology. 

4. The protocol will have to reflect that its effective functioning requires 
that Parties establish or maintain national measures, but the absence of such 
national measures should not prejudice the development, implementation 
and scope of the protocol. 

5. The protocol will take into account the principles enshrined in the Rio 
Declaration on Environment and Development and, in particular, the 
precautionary approach contained in Principle 15 and will: 

not exceed the scope of the Convention; 
not override or duplicate any other international legal instrument in 
this area: 
provide for a review mechanism; 
be efficient and effective and seek to minimize unnecessary negative 
impacts on biotechnology research and development and not to hinder 
unduly access to and transfer of technology. 

6. The provisions of the Convention will apply to the protocol. 

7. The process will take into full account the gaps in the existing legal 
framework identified through analysis of existing national and international 
legislation. 

8. The process shall he guided by the need for all Parties to cooperate in 
good faith and to participate fully, with a view to the largest possible 
number of Parties to the Convention ratifying the protocol. 
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The process will be carried out on the basis of the best available 
scientific knowledge and experience, as well as other relevant information. 

The process of developing a protocol should be conducted as a matter 
of urgency by an open-ended ad hoc group, which will report on progress to 
each subsequent meeting of the Conference of the Parties The Open-ended 
Ad Hoc Working Group should endeavour to complete its work in 1998. 

Decision 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND MECHANISM 

The Conference ott/ic Parties. 

Taking note of the information provided by the reports contained in 
documents UNEP/CBD/COP/2/9 and UNEP/CBD/COP/2/8 and the 
collaboration between the Secretariat of the Convention and the Secretariat 
of the restructured Global Environment Facility, 

I. Decides that the restructured Global Environment Facility shall continue 
to serve as the institutional structure to operate the financial mechanism 
under the Convention on an interim basis, in accordance with Article 39 of 
the Convention, until a decision will be taken on which institutional 
structure is to be designated in accordance with Article 21 of the 
Convention. The Conference of the Parties shall endeavour to make such a 
decision at its third meeting; 

Decides to undertake the first review of the effectiveness of the financial 
mechanism at its fourth meeting in 1997 and a review every three years. 
The first review will be carried out within the basic approach described in 
document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/9; 

Requests the Executive Secretary to further develop guidelines of the 
review for consideration and decision by the Conference of the Parties at its 
third meeting, taking into account comments made by participants at its 
second meeting and/or provided by Parties in writing to the Secretariat not 
later than the end of February 1996; 

Takes note of the draft "Memorandum of Understanding Between the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 
Council of the Global Environment Facility Regarding the Institutional 
Structure Operating the Financial Mechanism of the Convention", jointly 
prepared by the Secretariats of the Convention and the restructured Global 
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Environment Facility, and requests the Secretariat of the Convention to 
continue consultations on the draft Memorandum of Understanding, in order 
to ensure that comments by Parties are reflected, and to submit a revised 
draft Memorandum of Understanding for consideration and decision by the 
Conference of the Parties at its third meeting; 

5. Requests the interim institutional structure operating the financial 
mechanism to facilitate urgent implementation of Article 6 of the 
Convention by availing to developing country Parties financial resources for 
projects in a flexible and expeditious manner; 

6. Requests the interim institutional structure to incorporate fully, on an 
ongoing basis, guidance from the Conference of the Parties into the further 
development of the Operational Strategy and programmes to ensure that the 
objectives of the Convention are addressed. The Conference of the Parties 
requests the Global Environment Facility to take the following comments 
into account when preparing the report to be submitted to the third meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties: 

Detailed information should be provided on the conformity of the 
approved work programmes with the guidance of the Conference of 
the Parties; 

A list of projects submitted by eligible country Parties and information 
on their status should be included: 

7. Takes note of the recently adopted revised project cycle and the 
Operational Strategy which are anticipated to contribute to more timely 
approval and implementation of projects, and further requests the Global 
Environment Facility to take any additional appropriate steps to expedite the 
project preparation and approval process with a view to implementing fully 
the guidance of the Conference of the Parties contained in Annex I to 
decision 1/2 on financial resources and mechanism entitled "Policy, strategy, 
programme priorities and eligibility criteria for access to and utilization of 
financial resources" (UNEP/CBD/COP/ I / 17); 

8. Requests participation of a representative of the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice of the Convention and of 
the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel of the Global Environment 
Facility in respective meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 
Technical and Technological Advice and the Scientific and Technical 
Advisory Panel on a reciprocal basis, as provided for in the modus operandi 
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
and in the terms of reference of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel; 
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9. Requests the Executive Secretary to: 

Further explore possibilities to identify additional financial resources 
to support the objectives of the Convention; 

Continue to monitor the availability of additional financial resources 
and further identify where and how country Parties might gain access 
to these resources; 

Study characteristics specific to biodiversity activities to allow the 
Conference of the Parties to make suggestions to funding institutions 
on how to make their activities in the area of biodiversity more 
supportive of the Convention; 

10. Recommends, for more effective implementation of its policies, 
strategies and programme priorities, that the Global Environment Facility 
explore the possibility of promoting diverse forms of public involvement 
and more effective collaboration between all tiers of government and civil 
society, including the feasibility of a programme of grants for medium-sized 
projects. Such exploration should take into account the eligibility criteria set 
out by the Conference of the Parties in Annex Ito decision 1/2 on financial 
resources and mechanism, contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/ 1 / 17; 

11. Requests the interim institutional structure to implement the relevant 
provisions of the following decisions: 11/3 on clearing-house mechanism, 
11/7 on consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention, 11/8 on 
preliminary consideration of components of biological diversity particularly 
under threat and action which could be taken under the Convention, and 
11/17 on form and intervals of national reports by Parties; 

12. Requests the Executive Secretary to present a report to the Conference 
of the Parties at its third meeting on the implementation of the present 
decision. 

Dec is ion 

CONSIDERATION OF ARTICLES 6 AND 8 
OF THE CONVENTION 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Mindful of the crucial importance of the provisions of Articles 6 and 8 in the 
fulfillment of the objectives of the Convention, 
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1. U,es all Parties and Governments and other interested stakeholders to 
exchange relevant information and share experience on measures taken for 
the implementation of Articles 6 and 8; 

2. Stresses the importance of regional and international cooperation for the 
implementation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention: 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to make available through the clearing-
house mechanism such information and lessons drawn from national 
experience and also to make available relevant information on the 
implementation of Articles 6 and 8 contained in national reports submitted 
by Parties in accordance with Article 26 of the Convention as well as 
decision 11/17 adopted at its second meeting; 

4. Furl/icr requests the Executive Secretary: 

To compile and disseminate that information as widely as possible, 
including experience of relevant conventions. United Nations bodies 
and intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations in dealing 
with the provisions of Articles 6 and 8; 

To prepare, on the basis of available information, suggestions on how 
the collection and sharing of relevant information and experience 
might be enhanced; 

5. Encourages Parties, in preparing and implementing their national 
strategies and action plans, to collaborate with relevant organizations and, if 
so desired, to take into consideration existing guidelines such as "National 
Biodiversity Planning" published by the United Nations Environment 
Programme. the World Resources Institute and the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN); 

6. Emphasizes the importance of capacity-building as well as the 
availability of adequate financial resources to assist Parties in the 
implementation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention, and in this context 
requests the interim financial mechanism under the Convention to facilitate 
urgent implementation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention by availing to 
developing country Parties financial resources for projects in a flexible and 
expeditious manner: 

7. Also requests the Executive Secretary to present to it a report 
on the implementation of this decision for consideration at its third 
meeting. 
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Decision 

"p 

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATION OF COMPONENTS 
OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY PARTICULARLY UNDER 
THREAT AND ACTION WHICH COULD BE TAKEN 

UNDER THE CONVENTION 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Reaffirms that the conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity and its components should be addressed in a holistic manner, 
taking into account the three levels of biological diversity and fully 
considering socio-economic and cultural factors. However, the ecosystem 
approach should be the primary framework of action to be taken under the 
Convention; 

Endorses paragraphs 2, 4 and 5 of recommendation 1/3 on preliminary 
consideration of components of biological diversity that are particularly 
under threat and the action that could be taken under the Convention, 
adopted by the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice, held in Paris, at the headquarters of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, from 4 to 8 
September 1995; 

Stresses that, as reflected in paragraph 3 of recommendation 1/3, it is 
essential to identify the driving forces determining the status and trends of 
components of biological diversity, so that appropriate action can be taken 
to control them; 

Stresses also the importance of making full use of existing knowledge 
and available expertise; 

Emphasizes the need for capacity-building as well as adequate financial 
resources for the implementation of the tasks identified in this decision; 

(i) Encourages Parties, as part of their first national report which will 
focus particularly on Article 6, to identify priority issue specifically related 
to those components of biological diversity under threat, based upon 
paragraphs 1, 2, 4 and 5 of recommendation 1/3 of the report of the first 
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific. Technical and Technological 
Advice to the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

(ii) Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a paper which identifies 
issues of common concern in the context of examining the national reports; 
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(iii) Directs the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice to consider the findings of the Executive Secretary's 
paper and to identify possible options for actions to be considered by the 
Conference of the Parties; 

7. Further requests the Subsidiary Body at its second meeting to address 
the issue of the laëk of taxonomists, who would be needed for the national 
implementation of the Convention, and to advise the Conference of the 
Parties at its third meeting on ways and means to overcome this problem, 
taking into account existing studies and ongoing initiatives while adopting a 
more practical direction of taxonomy linked to bio-prospecting and 
ecological research on conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity and its components. 

Decision 

Hi!, 
FORESTS AND BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

The Confrrence of the Parties, 

Decides to invite its President to transmit the Statement contained in the 
annex to this decision to the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests at its 
second meeting; 

Requests the Executive Secretary: 

To provide advice and information pertaining to the relationship 
between indigenous and local communities and forests, as invited by 
the Inter-Agency Task Force of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Forests; 

To commission and carry out work on forests and biological diversity, 
with a view to producing a background document on the links between 
forests and biological diversity in order to consider, at its third 
meeting, whether further input to the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Forests is required, and to transmit this document to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Forests for information; 

To invite all Parties, relevant intergovernmental agencies and bodies to 
contribute to the preparation of the documents on forests and 
biological diversity to be prepared by the Executive Secretary, and to 
welcome the input of other Governments, non-governmental 
organizations and indigenous and local communities; 
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Invites all Parties to include expertise on forest biological diversity in 
their delegations to the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests; 

Invites the Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests to 
communicate progress on issues relevant to forests and biological diversity 
to the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

Annex to decision 

STATEMENT ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
AND FORESTS FROM THE CONVENTION 

ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON FORESTS 

The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
welcomes the decision by the Commission on Sustainable Development to 
establish an open-ended Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) to pursue 
consensus and coordinated proposals for action to support the management, 
conservation and sustainable development of forests. 

Wishing to avoid duplication of efforts and coordinate with other 
relevant organizations on issues of biological diversity, the Conference of 
the Parties stands ready to contribute to the fulfilment of the mandate of the 
IPF. 

Keeping in mind the crucial role of forests in maintaining global 
biological diversity, the Conference of the Parties wishes to establish a 
dialogue with the IPF on issues related to forests and biological diversity. 

Together, tropical, temperate and boreal forests provide the most diverse 
sets of habitats for plants, animals and micro-organisms, holding the vast 
majority of the world's terrestrial species. This diversity is the fruit of 
evolution, but also reflects the combined influence of the physical 
environment and people. 

The maintenance of forest ecosystems is crucial to the conservation of 
biological diversity well beyond their boundaries, and for the key role they 
play in global climate dynamics and bio-geochemical cycles. Forests 
provide ecological services and, at the same time, livelihoods or jobs for 
hundreds of millions of people worldwide. 
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Forest biological diversity results from evolutionary processes over 
thousands and even millions of years which, in themselves, are driven by 
ecological forces such as climate, fire, competition and disturbance. 
Furthermore, the diversity of forest ecosystems (in both physical and 
biological features) results in high levels of adaptation, a feature of forest 
ecosystems which is an integral component of their biological diversity. 
Within specific forest ecosystems, the maintenance of ecological processes 
is dependent upon the maintenance of their biological diversity. Loss of 
biological diversity within individual ecosystems can result in lower 
resilience. 

Forests are becoming degraded and their biological diversity is being 
lost. The loss of forest biological diversity is linked to the substantial 
deforestation, fragmentation and degradation of all types of forests. The 
reasons for the loss of forest biological diversity are many, both direct and 
indirect, and the Conference of the Parties takes note of the Ternis of 
Reference of the IPF in this regard (IPF Agenda item 1.2.). 

Forests and forest biological diversity play important economic, social 
and cultural roles in the lives of many indigenous and local communities. 
The Convention on Biological Diversity addresses specifically the need to 
respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations and practices of 
indigenous and local communities relevant for the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity, as well as the need to protect and 
encourage customary use of biological resources in accordance with 
traditional cultural practices. It also encourages countries to cooperate in 
the development and use of indigenous and traditional technologies, and 
encourages the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization 
of such knowledge, innovations and practices, in pursuance of the 
objectives of the Convention. Articles 8(j), 10(c) and 18.4 of the 
Convention provide the general framework for this. 

In addition, the Convention on Biological Diversity recognizes in 
Article 15 the sovereign rights of States over their genetic resources and 
also recognizes that the authority to determine access to these resources 
rests with the national Governments and is subject to national legislation. It 
also states that each Contracting Party shall endeavour to create conditions 
to facilitate access to genetic resources for environmentally sound uses by 
other Contracting Parties and not to impose restrictions that run counter to 
the objectives of the Convention. Such access, including forest-based 
genetic resources, shall be subject to prior informed consent by the Party 
providing such resources and shall be on mutually agreed terms. Measures 
shall be taken with the aim of sharing in a fair and equitable way the results 
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of research and development and the benefits arising from the commercial 
and other utilization of genetic resources with the party providing such 
resources. Such sharing shall be on mutually areed terms. 

The Conference of the Parties emphasizes and requests the IPF to 
acknowledge the need to integrate the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity into relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, 
programmes and policies (Convention on Biological Diyersity 
Article 6 (b)). The Conference of the Parties requests the IPF to note that it 
intends to explore how the conservation and sustainable use of forest 
biological diversity could be assisted by the establishment of specific 
environmental goals in the forest and other sectors. The Conference of the 
Parties also requests the IPF to consider appropriate Environmental Impact 
Assessment of sectoral activities, plans, programmes and policies with 
expected negative impact on forest ecosystems (Convention on Biological 
Diversity Article 14) (IPF Agenda item 1.2). 

The Conference of the Parties notes the mandate of the IPF concerning 
methods for the proper valuing of the multiple benefits derived from forests. 
In this context, it requests the IPF to consider the economic (monetized and 
non-monetized) benefits, the environmental services and non-consumptive 
values provided by forest biological diversity, including the important 
cultural, religious and recreational values of forests (IPF Agenda items 
111.1 and IV.l.). 

The Conference of the Parties recognizes the need to develop and 
implement methods for sustainable forest management which combine 
production goals, socio-economic goals of forest-dependent local 
communities, and environmental goals, particularly those related to 
biological diversity. Sustainable forest management should ensure that 
components of biological diversity are used in a way and at a rate that does 
not lead to the long-term decline of biological diversity, thereby maintaining 
its potential to meet the needs of present and future generations (Convention 
on Biological Diversity Article 2). Sustainable forest management should 
take an ecosystem approach and aim at securing forest quality as related to 
the Convention on Biological Diversity, comprising such elements as forest 
composition, natural regeneration, patterns of ecosystem variation, 
ecosystem functions and ecosystem processes over time. Special attention 
should be paid to components of biological diversity under threat. 
(IPF Agenda items 111.2 and 1.5.). 

In-situ forest conservation activities in accordance with Article 8 of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, including the establishment and 
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management of protected areas, have an important role to play in the 
achievement of biological diversity goals for sustainable forest 
management, and should be integrated in national forest and land-use plans. 
In this context, the conservation of primary/old-growth and ecologically 
mature secondary forest ecosystems is of particular importance. All 
stakeholders, in particular managers, should engage in an open, transparent 
and participatory decision-making process that can explicitly incorporate 
the multiple functions of forests and involve all interested parties, including 
indigenous and local communities (IPF Agenda item 1.1.). 

The issue of public education and awareness has not been explicitly 
addressed in the Terms of Reference of the IPF. The importance of 
education and awareness-raising at all levels of society, including local 
communities, local and national policy makers, forest managers, and users 
of forests and forest products, related to the importance of biological 
diversity, especially those components under threat, should have a high 
priority in both national and international efforts (Convention on Biological 
Diversity Article 13.). 

More effort on biological diversity is needed in research, training and 
other capacity-building activities (Convention on Biological Diversity 
Article 12). Important topics include development of policies, criteria and 
indicators, methodologies and technologies for sustainable forest 
management, and the impact of utilization of components of biological 
diversity, particularly those under threat, on ecological processes (1FF 
Agenda items 111.1 and 111.2.). 

In response to the invitation of the IPF, the Conference of the Parties 
has requested its Executive Secretary to provide advice and information 
pertaining to the relationship between indigenous and local communities 
and forests. The Conference of the Parties has further requested the 
Executive Secretary to provide advice and information concerning the 
contents, work and medium-term programme of work of the Convention 
relevant to the Terms of Reference of the IPF. Such advice and information 
will be provided in time for the Panel's third session. 

The IPF may also receive substantive inputs from the Convention 
following the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties on, inter a/ia, 
the underlying causes of biological diversity loss in forest ecosystems, 
components and dynamics of biological diversity, and ways and means for 
the effective protection and use of traditional forest-related knowledge, 
innovations and practices of forest dwellers, indigenous and local 
communities, as well as fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from 
such knowledge, innovations and practices. 

29 



A call to action 

Decision 

I ,  
CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE 

OF MARINE AND COASTAL BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

The Confrrence of the Parties, 

Recalling that the Conference of the Parties decided to address, at its second 
meeting, advice from the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice on the scientific, technical and technological aspects 
of the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal biological 
diversity, 
Being deeply concerned at the serious threats to marine and coastal 
biological diversity caused by tactors including physical alteration, 
destruction and degradation of habitats, pollution, invasion of alien species, 
and over-exploitation of living marine and coastal resources, 

I. Takes note of recommendation 1/8 on scientific, technical and 
technological aspects of the conservation and sustainable use of marine and 
coastal biological diversity, adopted by the first meeting of the Subsidiary 
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, held in Paris at the 
headquarters of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, from 4 to 8 September 1995, and; 

Affirms that it represents a solid basis for future elaboration of the 
issues presented; 
Supports the recommendations in paragraphs 10-19 of 
recommendation 1/8, subject to Annex I of the present decision and its 
further elaboration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice and the Conference of the Parties; 
Reaffirms the importance of future work by the Subsidiary Body on 
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to provide a balanced 
perspective on the remaining issues presented by the recommendations 
in 1/8 and Annex I of the present decision relevant to the conservation 
and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity; 

Encourages the use of integrated marine and coastal area management as 
the most suitable framework for addressing human impacts on marine and 
coastal biological diversity and for promoting conservation and sustainable 
use of this hiodiversity; 

Encourages Parties to establish and/or strengthen, where appropriate, 
institutional, administrative, and legislative arrangements for the 
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development of integrated management of marine and coastal ecosystems, 
plans and strategies for marine and coastal areas, and their integration 
within national development plans: 

Takes note of the recently finalized Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, the 
Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 Relating to the 
Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly 
Migratory Fish Stocks, and the Washington Declaration and Global 
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from 
Land-based Activities, and supports their implementation, including that by 
Parties, in ways that are consistent with, and conform to. the objectives of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity; 

Welcomes the International Coral Reef Initiative as a means to address 
threats to coral reefs and related ecosystems and encourages participation in 
International Coral Reef Initiative activities to implement its Framework for 
Action; 

Reaffirms that under Article 25 the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 
Technical and Technological Advice is the only scientific, technical and 
technological authority under the Convention to provide advice to the 
Conference of the Parties: 

Instructs the Executive Secretary to provide, in accordance with Annex 
II, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
with scientific, technical, and technological advice and options for 
recommendations to the Conference of the Parties in further elaborating the 
recommendations contained in recommendation 1/8, with the exception of 
paragraphs 3 and 4; 

Offi'rs the Executive Secretary the following guidance for conducting 
the work described in paragraph 6: 

Solicit input from all Parties and, as appropriate, from other countries 
and relevant bodies; 

Establish, on the basis of country input, a roster of experts with 
specialization appropriate to the work described in paragraph 6; 

The roster will draw upon expertise from scientific, technical, 
technological, social, management, economic, policy, legal, and 
indigenous and traditional knowledge; 

Convene, as appropriate, meetings of experts, drawn from the roster to 
support the Secretariat in advancing the work described in 
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paragraph 6. Each meeting shall be for a duration of no longer than 
five days, and shall be comprised of no more than 15 experts with due 
regard to geographical representation and to the special conditions of 
least-developed countries and small island developing States; 

Welcomes the offer from Indonesia to be host country for the first such 
meeting of Experts on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity: 

Decides to forward this decision and its annexes to the next session of 
the Commission on Sustainable Development for its information when 
considering its review of Agenda 21, chapter 17, on oceans; 

Decides to forward this decision and annexes to the Global 
Environment Facility, other funding agencies and other relevant 
international bodies, to be taken into account in considering activities 
related to the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal 
biological diversity; 

Requests the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the 
United Nations Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, to 
undertake a study of the relationship between the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea with 
regard to the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources on the 
deep seabed, with a view to enabling the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 
Technical and Technological Advice to address at future meetings. as 
appropriate, the scientific, technical, and technological issues relating to 
bio-prospecting of genetic resources on the deep seabed; 

Invites international and regional bodies responsible for legal 
instruments, agreements and programmes which address activities relevant 
to the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity, 
including the United Nations General Assembly, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations Environment 
Programme, the International Maritime Organization, the United Nations 
Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization including its 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN). the Conirnission on Sustainable Development, the 
International Coral Reef Initiative, regional fisheries bodies, migratory 
species agreements, secretariats of regional agreements for the conservation 
of the marine environment and other relevant international and regional 
organizations and institutions, to review their programmes with a view to 
improving existing measures and developing new actions which promote 
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity, taking into 
account the recommendations for action by the Parties to the Convention on 
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Biological Diversity adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its second 
meeting, and provide information on their actions on a regular basis to the 
Conference of the Parties and, in a first instance, as soon as possible through 
the Executive Secretary. Furthermore, these various institutions are invited 
to cooperate with the Conference of the Parties through the Subsidiary Body 
on Scientific. Technical and Technological Advice in planning and 
implementation of programmes affecting marine and coastal biological 
diversity, so as to reduce any unnecessary duplication or gaps in coverage; 

14. Decides to request the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice to carry out a summary review at its next meeting of 
the first report from the Executive Secretary and to submit in its report to 
the Conference of the Parties its recommendation on the work of the 
Executive Secretary. 

Annex I to decision 

ADDITIONAL CONCLUSIONS 
ON RECOMMENDATION I/S ADOPTED 

BY THE SUBSIDIARY BODY ON SCIENTIFIC, 
TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE 
AT ITS FIRST MEETING (UNEP/CBD/COP/2/5) 

Some delegations iiidicatecl their concern that paragraphs 10-19 were 
unbalanced in that they over-emphasized fishery issues, rather than 
some other issues such as pollution. Other delegations had an interest 
in highlighting the impacts of unsustainable fishing activities on 
marine and coastal biodiversity 

in relation to paragraph 10, crucial components of integrated marine 
and coastal area management are relevant sectoral activities, such as 
construction and mining in coastal areas, mariculture, mangrove 
management, tourism, recreation, fishing practices and land-based 
activities, including watershed management. Parties should, where 
appropriate and practical, prevent physical alteration, destruction and 
degradation of vital habitats and pursue restoration of degraded 
habitats, including spawning areas, nurseries of stocks of living marine 
resources, bearing in mind the objectives of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the need to provide a balanced approach to 
the use and conservation of marine and coastal biological diversity. 
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Parties are encouraged to undertake and exchange information on 
demonstration projects as practical examples of integrated marine and 
coastal area management. 

In relation to paragraph 11, critical habitats for living marine resources 
should be an important criterion for the selection of marine and coastal 
protected areas, within the framework of integrated marine and coastal 
area management, taking into consideration the objectives of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity. Conservation measures should 
emphasize the protection of ecosystem functioning, in addition to 
protecting specific stocks. 

In reference to paragraph 12, the present mono-species approach-to 
modelling and assessment should be augmented by an ecosystem 
process-oriented approach, based on research of ecosystem processes 
and functions, with an emphasis on identifying ecologically critical 
processes that consider the spatial dimension of these processes. 
Models of ecosystem processes should be developed through trans-
disciplinary scientific groups (ecologists, oceanographers, economists, 
and fisheries experts) and be applied in the development of sustainable 
land and coastal resource use practices. 

Paragraph 13 refers to the draft Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. The 
Code was adopted by the 28th session of the Conference of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, in October 1995. 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations is now 
undertaking the development of technical guidelines for the 
implementation of the Code. The Conference of the Parties can offer 
the technical expertise of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice in the elaboration and implementation of 
these guidelines, in line with the objectives and provisions of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity. 

In relation to paragraph 14(a), the inclusion of subsidies was 
contentious. Some delegates stressed that the issue of subsidies was 
politically sensitive, with potential trade implications. It was noted 
that these issues address one of the underlying causes of biological 
diversity loss, vi:, the result of over-fishing, and this consideration 
remained an important recommendation from the report of the 
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice. 
It was also noted that there were a variety of other subsidies which had 
impacts on the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal 
biological diversity. The Executive Secretary is entitled to evaluate 
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these aspects using a meeting of experts. Some delegations argued 
that the phrase "subsidies for fisheries" appeared ambiguous. 
Government subsidies related to fishing activities have a great variety 
in their modalities. In addition, subsidies should not be evaluated 
alone. Evaluation of subsidies for fisheries should be conducted in 
relation to, or in conjunction with, considerations of fisheries 
management. It would be most appropriate to examine the various 
existing subsidies in the light of Article 11, which refers to 
economically and socially sound incentive measures. 

Also, in relation to paragraph 14, cooperation between regional 
fisheries bodies and regional organizations for protection and 
conservation of the marine environment should be promoted. 

In relation to paragraph 15, the Parties should enhance and improve 
the knowledge regarding the genetic structure of the local populations 
of marine species subjected to stock enhancement and sea-ranching 
activities. Considering that the captive-bred populations are likely to 
interact genetically and ecologically with wild populations, this 
knowledge should be used in the management of breeding stocks 
according to sound genetic principles that take into account the use of 
local populations for stock selection, minimum breeding numbers and 
the renewal frequency of the breeding stock from the wild population. 

Mariculture (paragraph 15) is assumed to include culture-based 
fisheries and is defined here to be aquaculture in marine or brackish 
water. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, "aquaculture is the farming of aquatic organisms 
including fish, molluscs, crustaceans and aquatic plants. Farming 
imp!ies some form of intervention in the rearing process to enhance 
production, such as regular stocking, feeding, protection from 
predators. etc. Farming also implies individual or corporate ownership 
of the stock being cultivatd". Although the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations requires "ownership of the stock 
being cultivated" in its definition, no such restriction is adopted here 
for the purpose of this document. 

Some Parties thought paragraph 15(l)(e) would be better expressed as 
"because of the difficulties of complete containment, introduction of 
alien species, products of selective breeding, and living modified 
organisms resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse 
effects on the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal 
biodiversity should be responsibly conducted using the precautionary 
approach. Therefore, adherence to international codes of practice such 

35 



A call to action 

as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Code 
of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, the International Commission 
for the Exploration of the Sea, and the Organisation Intemationale 
Epizootique should be a minimum requirement. Assessments and an 
appropriate monitoring programme should be put in place if 
introduction goes ahead. Preference should be given to the use of 
local species. Furthermore, development of technology to ensure a 
more complete containment should be encouraged." 

Annex II to decision 

DRAFT PROGRAMME FOR FURTHER WORK 
ON MARINE AND COASTAL BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

I. The Executive Secretary will use as the basis of work recommendation 1/8 
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
(contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/5), this decision and further 
inputs, if any, from the Conference of the Parties. 

2. The Executive Secretary should use the roster of experts on Marine and 
Coastal Biodiversity to address the following topics: 

Identify options for a pragmatic but comprehensive approach in 
addressing marine and coastal biological diversity on the basis of an 
ecosystems approach, including its components at the levels of species 
and genetic resources, distinguishing regions at relevant scales. Use 
the results from this activity in identifying the gaps in knowledge of 
the distribution and abundance of marine and coastal biodiversity; 

Identify the particular needs for conservation and sustainable use of 
marine and coastal biological diversity in the context of activities 
which will impact on marine resources; 

Review the mandates and activities under international agreements 
that affect marine and coastal biological diversity, and develop 
analyses that can be offered by the Conference of the Parties to the 
relevant institutions as to the implications of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity for these activitiçs. 

3. In addressing these issues, the following approaches should be applied: 

(a) The work should not be impeded by the lack of full scientific 
information and will incorporate explicitly the precautionary approach 
in addressing conservation and sustainable use issues; 
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The Executive Secretary may interact with a wide range of agencies 
and organizations competent in the aspects of marine and coastal 
biodiversity under deliberation to avoid unnecessary duplication and 
ensure effectiveness and cost-effectiveness; 

Recommendations should be made for scientific, technical and 
technological needs for capacity-building and technology transfer for 
the conservation and sustainable use of marine and coastal resources at 
the national, regional, and international levels in the context of the 
issue being addressed; 

The scientific, technical, and technological knowledge of local and 
indigenous communities should be incorporated, as appropriate, as 
well as community and user-based approaches, in the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine and coastal biodiversity: 

Use should be made, as appropriate, of the clearing-house mechanism 
and national reports of Parties. 

4. The Executive Secretary shall produce, among other relevant documents, 
the following outputs: 

Options for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity 
and its components in the implementation of marine and coastal 
management and planning practices, including options for the 
development of integrated marine and coastal area management at 
regional and national levels; 

Annual reports to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice, submitted 90 days prior to each meeting of that 
body. The first annual report will include a three-year work plan. 

Decision 

ACCESS TO GENETIC RESOURCES 

The Confrrence of the Parties 

Recalling that the charge from its second meeting is to prepare for agenda 
item 6.6.1 of the programme of work for its third meeting where the 
Secretariat is asked to compile the views of Parties on possible options for 
developing national legislative, administrative or policy measures, as 
appropriate to implement Article 15; 

37 



A call to action 

Noting that regional efforts, based in part on the similarity of the genetic 
resources found in the region, are important to common strategies and 
therefore should be encouraged; 

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to: 

Further elaborate the survey of measures taken by Governments to 
implement Article 15, including any national interpretations of key 
terms used in that article, with a view to completing the survey in time 
for circulation at the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

Compile an annotated list of studies and other relevant information on 
the social and economic valuation of genetic resources, including the 
demand by industry for genetic resources; 

2. Reaffirms that human genetic resources are not included within the 
framework of the Convention; 

3. Urges Governments to send information on national measures to the 
Secretariat at their earliest convçnience; 

4. Recommends that the Secretaiiat not duplicate work underway in other 
forums. 

Decision 

ff12 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

The Conference of the Parties 

Requests the Executive Secretary to: 

Liaise with the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization to inform 
it of the goals and the ongoing work of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and to invite the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization 
to assist in the preparation of a paper for the Conference of the Parties 
that identifies the synergies and relationship between the objectives of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity and the TRIPs Agreement. 
This paper could be the basis for consideration by the third meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties in preparing a possible input for 
negotiations that are taking place in the Committee on Trade and 
Environment of the World Trade Organization; 

Consult with all stakeholders, in particular the private sector and 
indigenous and local communities, in order to gain understanding of 
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the needs and concerns of those groups whose participation will be 
required for cooperative alTangements to be meaningful and effective 
in achieving the Convention's objectives. These consultations may 
take place in the form of roundtable discussions; 

(c) Undertake a preliminary study which analyses the impact of 
intellectual property rights systems on the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity and the equitable sharing of 
benefits derived from its use in order to gain a better understanding of 
the implications of Article 16(5). The study may focus on: (i) 
exploring the relationship between intellectual property rights and the 
preservation and maintenance of traditional knowledge and practices 
of indigenous and local communities and the possible role of 
intellectual property rights in encouraging the equitable sharing of 
benefits arising from the use of such knowledge and practices; and (ii) 
inviting Governments and other relevant stakeholders to submit case 
studies that address the role of intellectual property rights in the 
technology transfer process, in particular the role of intellectual 
property rights in the transfer of biotechnology. 

Decision 

COOPERATION WITH OTHER BIODIVERSITY-RELATED 
CONVENTIONS 

The Conkrence  of the Parties, 

Takes note of the information note UNEP/CBD/COP/2/lnf.2 prepared by 
the Secretariat on cooperation with other biodiversity-related conventions; 

Stresses the need to make mutually supportive the implementation of 
activities undertaken by the Convention on Biological Diversity and by 
other international and regional conventions and agreements related to 
biological diversity and its components, building particularly on the 
consultations which have already taken place with certain key conventions, 
as outlined in UNEP/CBD/COP/2/lnf.2; 

Stresses also the need to avoid unnecessary duplication of activities and 
costs on the part of Parties and of the organs of the Convention; 

Requests the Executive Secretary to coordinate with the Secretariats of 
relevant biodiversity-related conventions with a view to: 

(a) Facilitating exchange of information and experience; 
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Exploring the possibility of recommending procedures for 
harmonizing, to the extent desirable and practicable, the reporting 
requirements of Parties under those instruments and conventions; 

Exploring the possibility of coordinating their respective programmes 
of work; 

Consulting on how such conventions and other international legal 
instruments can contribute to the implementation of the provisions of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity: 

Invites also the governing bodies of such conventions and other 
international legal instruments related to biological diversity to consider at 
their next meetings their possible contribution to the implementation of the 
goals and objectives of the Convention: 

Fu,t/,er requests the Executive Secretary to prepare, for its third meeting, 
a report on the implementation of this decision, containing concrete 
recommendations aimed at promoting and strengthening institutional 
cooperation with other global and regional biodiversity-related conventions; 

Requests the Executive Secretary also to report to the Conference of the 
Parties at its third meeting on modalities for enhanced cooperation with 
relevant international biodiversity-related bodies such as the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Commission on 
Sustainable Development, taking into account the medium-term programme 
of work on this issue. 

Decision 

CONVENING OF AN OPEN-ENDED INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
WORKSHOP ON COOPERATION BETWEEN 

THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

ON RELATED ISSUES 

The Conference oft/ic Parties, 

Havinç' examined Point 9.2 of UNEP/CBD/COP/2/1, related to the 
cooperation between the Convention on Biological Diversity and other 
related international conventions on related issues: 
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Noting that an identification and harmonization of the points in common 
within these conventions on biological diversity issues would help the 
Parties, especially the developing countries, to come up with an appropriate 
and integrated national legislation on biodiversity matters: 

Noting also that cooperation among international conventions would help 
the Parties to exchange information through the clearing-house mechanism 
in the context of sharing of scientific and technical information; 

Invites, subject to the availability of funds, the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), in accordance with its mandate 
established by chapter 38 of Agenda 21. to liaise with the Commission on 
Sustainable Development to organize an open-ended intergovernmental 
workshop on the study of the relationships between the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and other related international conventions on related 
issues, taking into consideration existing studies and the expertise available 
in nongovernmental organizations and relevant institutions; 

Invites all international organizations or donor countries to contribute 
financially to the organization of the workshop. 

Decision 

lAO GLOBAL SYSTEM FOR THE CONSERVATION 
AND UTILIZATION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 

FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

The Conference of' the Parties, 

Recognizing the special nature of agricultural biodiversity, its distinctive 
features and problems needing distinctive solutions; 

Taking note of the Global System for the Conservation and Utilization of 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture developed by member 
countries of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) through the FAQ Commission on Plant Genetic Resources , and the 
recommendation for strengthening it expressed in chapter 14 of Agenda 21: 

Recalling that Resolution 3 of the Nairobi Final Act of the Conference for 
the Adoption of the Agreed Text of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
recognized "the need to seek solutions to outstanding matters concerning 
plant genetic resources within the Global System for the Conservation and 
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Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Sustainable Agriculture, in 
particular (a) access to ex-situ collections not acquired in accordance with 
this Convention; and (b) the question of farmers' rights"; 

I. Considers that the outstanding matters should be resolved as soon as 
possible; 

2. Declares its support for the process engaged in the FAO Commission on 
Plant Genetic Resources to comply with these recommendations, especially 
through: 

(t) The implementation of FAO Conference Resolution 7/93 for the 
adaptation of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic 
Resources, in harmony with the Convention of Biological Diversity; 

(2) Convening the Fourth International Technical Conference on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture through which two 
important elements of the Global System, the first State of the World 
report on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the 
first Global Plan of Action for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture, are being developed through a country-driven process. 

Decision 

STATEMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL 
CONFERENCE ON THE CONSERVATION 

AND UTILIZATION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

The Conference of the Parties 

I. Requests the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to 
present the outcome of the International Technical Conference on the 
Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture to the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties and to 
make the Global Plan of Action and State of the World reports available to 
that meeting: 

2. Welcomes the offer of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations to link its information mechanisms to the clearing-house 
mechanism under the Convention; 
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3. Decides to invite its President to transmit the statement contained in the 
annex to this decision to the tnternational Technical Conference on the 
Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture. 

Annex to decision 

STATEMENT FROM THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 
TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL CONFERENCE 

ON THE CONSERVATION AND UTILIZATION OF PLANT 
GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

The planet's essential goods and services depend on the variety and 
variability of genes, species, populations and ecosystems. If humanity is to 
have a future on this Earth, biological diversity must be conserved so that 
these functions and services are maintained. The current decline in 
biodiversity is largely the result of human activity and represents a serious 
threat to human development. Despite efforts to conserve the world's 
biological diversity, its depletion has continued. The entry into force of the 
Convention provides an international framework through which to address 
this depletion which causes threats to ecosystems that are vital for the 
sustenance of human societies in all countries. By becoming Parties to the 
Convention, Governments have committed themselves to the conservation 
of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components, and the fair 
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic 
resources. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity advances the conservation of 
biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components and the fair 
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the use of genetic 
resources, while recognizing the important role of other conventions to the 
objectives of the Convention. 

Ill. The Conference of the Parties guides the implementation of the 
provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity, reviews the further 
development of matters relating to the conservation of biological diversity, 
the sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of 
the benefits arising from the use of genetic resources and, where 
appropriate, brings these within the purview of the Convention. 
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Within the overarching framework established by the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, it is the case that there are many international forums 
through which the objectives of the Convention can be progressed. The 
Conference of the Parties urges all such forums to work together to achieve 
these objectives. 

In this regard, the Conference of the Parties recognizes the substantial 
contribution that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations can make, applying its experience and skills to tackle the very 
important issues associated with genetic resources for food and 
agriculture. 

It is important for us to recognize that there are very many Parties to the 
Convention that are also members of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations. This forms a strong basis of common ground from 
which the Convention and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations could build complementary programmes in the area of 
genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

At its second meeting, held in Jakarta from 6 to 17 November 1995, 
the Conference of the Parties considered advice provided by its Subsidiary 
Body on Scientific. Technical and Technological Advice on the contribution 
of the Convention to the preparation for the forthcoming International 
Technical Conference on the Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture. 

As a result of these considerations, the Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention on Biological Diversity wishes to draw to the attention of 
the foui-th International Technical Conference on the Conservation and 
Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture the 
following considerations: 

The comprehensive nature and the multidisciplinary character of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, aimed at addressing all facets of 
biological diversity within its threefold objectives: the conservation of 
biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair 
and equitable sharing of its benefits; 

The importance attached by the Conference of the Parties to the 
conservation of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and 
their use in a sustainable manner; 

The recognition that plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 
are critical components of biological diversity; 
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In recognition of the need to assess the current situation of plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture and identify gaps and needs 
for priority action, the Conference of the Parties welcomes the 
preparation of the Global Plan of Action and the State of the World's 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture; 

The need to strengthen capacity-building, in particular in developing 
countries; 

The relevance of the issues to be considered by the fourth International 
Technical Conference on the Conservation and Utilization of Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture to the provisions of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity: 

The Conference of the Parties' support for the recognition by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations of the need to 
make the processes of the fourth International Technical Conference 
on the Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture and the Convention on Biological Diversity 
mutually supportive and complementary, in harmony with the 
provisions of the Convention. 

The sovereign rights of States over their natural resources. 

Recalling the recommendations of Agenda 21, chapter 14(g) and of 
Resolution 3 of the Nairobi Final Act, the Conference of the Parties urges 
the International Technical Conference to make every effort to promote 
complementarity and consistency between the outcome of the Conference 
and the provisions of the Convention, making them mutually supportive and 
enhancing the success of both. 

The Conference of the Parties compliments the Secretariat of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations responsible for the 
programme and processes for the fourth International Technical Conference 
on the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture on its exemplary preparatory process based upon 
national reports, regional and subregional meetings leading to a global 
assessment of biological diversity of unique ecosystems. The process 
provides an innovative model. 

The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity hopes that this statement will be helpful to the International 
Technical Conference on the Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture and plans to consider, at its third 
meeting, the outcome of the Conference. 
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Decision 
a, 

FORM AND INTERVALS OF NATIONAL REPORTS 
BY PARTIES 

The Coiifereiice (tt/le Parties. 

Takes note of the note prepared by the Secretariat on form and intervals 
of national reports by Parties, document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/14; 

Endorses recommendation 1/5 on "Scientific and Technical Information 
to be contained in the national reports", adopted by the first meeting of the 
Subsidiary Body on Scientific. Technical and Technological Advice; 

Decides that the first national reports by Parties will focus in so far as 
possible on the measures taken for the implementation of Article 6 of the 
Convention, "General Measures for Conservation and Sustainable Use", as 
well as the information available in natinal country studies on biological 
diversity, using as a guide the annex to this decision; 

Decides that the first national reports will be due at the fourth meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties in 1997; 

Decides that, at its fourth meeting in 1997. the Conference of the Parties 
will determine the intervals and form of subsequent national reports. This 
determination will be based on the experience of Parties in preparing their 
first national reports and taking into account the state of implementation of 
the Convention; 

Decides that Parties shall submit their national reports in one of the 
working languages of the Conference of the Parties and, for the benefit of 
others, encourages Parties to also make available their reports electronically 
and, where possible, on the Internet; 

Decides that national reports submitted by Parties will not be distributed 
as official documents of the Conference of the Parties, but will be made 
available to Parties, upon request, and in the language of submission: 

Requests that the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice instruct any technical panels that it may establish on 
topical issues to comment on the feasibility and practicalities of developing 
technical guidelines for national reporting on the subject matter being 
considered by the panels, and report to the meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties in 1997: 
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Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a report based on the 
synthesis of information contained in national reports and other relevant 
information and containing also suggested next steps, for consideration by 
the Conference of the Parties; 

Requests also the Executive Secretary to make available to Parties, 
through the clearing-house mechanism for technical and scientific 
cooperation, relevant information contained in national reports submitted by 
Parties in accordance with Article 26 of the Convention; 

Urges all Parties to submit their first national reports to the Secretariat 
no later than 30 June 1991 to allow consideration of this item by the 
Conference of the Parties at its fourth meeting: 

Urges the financial mechanism under the Convention to make available 
financial resources to developing country Parties to assist in the preparation 
of their national reports; 

Commends the guidance provided in the document "Guidelines for 
Preparation of Biodiversity Country Studies", prepared by the United 
Nations Environment Programme, and the document "National Biodiversity 
Planning: Guidelines Based on Early Country Experiences", prepared by the 
World Resources Institute, the United Nations Environment Programme and 
the World Conservation Union (IUCN), and its relevance in assisting Parties 
to implement Article 6 of the Convention and in the preparation of national 
reports. 

Annex to decision 

SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR NATIONAL 
REPORTING ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6 

Executive summary: a brief summary of the action plan report, 
stating succinctly the importance of biodiversity, the commitment to 
the Convention, the mandate, the participants list, the biotic wealth and 
national capacity, the goals and gaps, strategic recommendations and 
characteristics of the action (who will do what, when, where, with 
what means and funding). 

Introduction: describe why biodiversity is important to the country 
and its local communities. Explain the Convention and the nation's 
commitment to its provisions. Present the aim of the national 
biodiversity action plan and specify to whom it is directed. 
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Background: describe the legal and policy framework that provides 
the mandate and instructions for preparing the action plan report. 
Provide a short summary of the nation's biotic assets, capacity (human 
resources, institutions, facilities, and funding) and ongoing 
programmes. Explain the institutional arrangements and 
responsibilities, with a view to informing people of the manner in 
which the strategic recommendations will be implemented. 

Goals and objectives: state the vision for biodiversity and its place in 
the society, focusing on its protection, scientific understanding, 
sustainable use, and on the equitable sharing of its benefits and costs. 
The specific targets to meet the local, national, and international goals 
in terms of protecting, assessing, utilizing, and benefiting from 
biodiversity and its components need to be determined. 

Strategy: summarize the gaps between the current situation in the 
country and the stated vision, goals and objectives. Summarize the 
strategic recommendations, including the activities, policies, and tasks 
that have been selected for implementation to cover the gaps. Assign 
relative priorities to each. 

Partners: describe the public and private entities, communities and 
industries that have participated in the process and have agreed to be 
responsible for particular activities and investments. 

Action: present the detailed activities, tasks and policies to be 
implemented. Explain which partner (Ministry, industry, indigenous 
group, NGO, or university) will implenient each item, where, and what 
measures the partners will employ. 

Schedule: present a timetable for the implementation of the various 
tasks, reflecting the priorities that have been assigned. Note signposts 
to help signal progress or delay. 

Budget: provide the budget for the plan of action, showing funding 
requirements for operating expenses, capital purchases, transport, field 
costs, etc. List the personnel needed by category of skill or 
background, the facilities and services required, and possible 
international technical and financial cooperation. 

Monitoring and evaluation: explain the measures to be used for 
tracking the results of the action plan and for monitoring changes in 
the economy, environment and society. Give the indicators that will be 
used. Present the individuals and organizations who will carry these 
responsibilities and how they were selected. Note the audience for the 
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reports, along with the document's content and timing of 
implementation. 

(k) Sharing of national experience: present information and case studies 
which reflect the range of experiences of countries encountered in the 
implementation of Article 6, taking into account local and external 
factors. 

Decision 

0118 
MEDIUM-TERM PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE 
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES FOR 1996-1997 

The Conference of the Parties. 

Decides to adopt the medium-term programme of work for the period 
1996 to 1997 contained in the annex to the present decision; 

Also decides to review at its next meeting the medium-term programme 
of work in light of the progress achieved in the implementation of the 
Convention; 

Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare the draft provisional agenda 
of the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties, pursuant to rules 8 and 
9 of the rules of procedure, and include therein all issues arising from its 
previous meetings and for which actions are required by the Conference of 
the Parties. 

Annex to decision 

MEDIUM-TERM PROGRAMME OF WORK 
OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 1996-1997 

I. The medium-term programme of work will be constructed on the basis 
of standing and rolling issues. 

2. Standing items will include, inter a/ia: 

2.1 Matters relating to the financial mechanism, including a report from 
the interim institutional structure entrusted with its operation; 

2.2 Report from the Secretariat on the administration of the Convention 
and budget for the Secretariat; 
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2.3 Report from, instructions to and consideration of recommendations 
from the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice (SBSTTA); 

2.4 Reports by Parties on implementation of the Convention: 

2.5 Report on assessment and review of the operation of the clearing- 
house mechanism: 

2.6 Relationship of the Convention on Biological Diversity with the 
Commission on Sustainable Development and biodiversity-related 
conventions, other international agreements, institutions and 
processes of relevance. 

The other issues and derived activities necessary to implenient the 
Convention should be dealt with on a year-by-year agenda, on the 
understanding that these relevant rotating issues will be developed and 
continually dealt with in accordance with the decisions of the Conference of 
the Parties by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice and any eventual working groups appointed by the 
Conference of the Parties. The year-by-year agenda has to be flexible. 

Treatment of the items on the programme of work should' also refiect.the 
importance of capacity-building as one of the elements of successful 
Convention implementation. The programme of work should always reflect 
a balance among the Convention's objectives, as set forth in Article I. 

In 1996, the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties may continue 
to consider pending issues of the 1995 programme of work. 

The third meeting of the Conference of the Parties may consider, 
inter a/ia, the following items in 1996: 

6.1 General measures for conservation and sustainable use 

6. 1. I Implementation of Articles 6 and 8. 

6.2 IdentifIcation, monitoring and assessment 

6.2. 1 To consider options for implementing Article 7: 

6.2.2 Appraisal of the SBSTTA review of assessment of 
biological diversity for the implementation of Article 
25(2)(a) and advice on methodologies for future 
assessments. 

6.3 Conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biological 
diversity 
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6.3.1 To consider agricultural biological diversity within the 
context of the Convention's three objectives and its 
provisions: 

6.3.2 To consider a report on progress under the FAQ Global 
System for the Conservation and Utilization of Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. 

6.4 Consideration of the future programme of work for terrestrial 
biological diversity in the light of the outcome of deliberations 
of the third session of the Commission on Sustainable 
Development in 1995 

6.5 Knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local 
communities 

6.5. I 	Implementation of Article 8(j). 

6.6 Access to genetic resources 

6.6. I To consider the compilation of views of Parties on possible 
options for developing national legislative, administrative 
or policy measures, as appropriate, to implement Article 15. 

6.7 Issues related to technology 
6.7.1 To consider ways to promote and facilitate access to and 

transtèr and development of technology, as envisaged by 
Articles 16 and 18 of the Convention. 

6.8 Incentive measures 
6.8.1 To consider the compilation of information and experiences 

shared on the implementation of Article II. 
6.9 Special session of the General Assembly to review 

implementation of Agenda 21 
6.9. I To provide a report from the perspective of the 

Convention's three objectives. 
6. 10 Issues related to biosafety 

10.1 To consider the first report of the ad hoc working group on 
biosafety. 

7. In 1997, the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties may 
consider, inter a/ia, the following items: 

7.1 Review of medium-term programme of work (1995-1997) 
1 .1 To review the operations of the Conference of the Parties 

and subsidiary organs: 
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7.1.2 To undertake an overall review and consider a longer-term 
programme of work. 

7.2 Models and mechanisms for linkages between in-situ and ex-situ 
conservation 
7.2.1 To generate options of models and linkage. 

73 Measures for implementing the Convention 
.3. I To provide information and share experiences on the 

implementation of Article 13; 
7.3.2 To provide information and share experiences on the 

implementation of Article 14; 
7.3.3 Consideration of biodiversity under threat. 

7.4 Consideration of matters related to benefit-sharing 
7.4. I To consider measures to promote and advance the 

distribution of benefits from biotechnology in accordance 
with Article 19; 

7.4.2 To be considered in the light of the outcome of item 6.7.1 
above. 

7.5 Technical and Scientific Cooperation 

7.6 Terrestrial biological diversity 

To assess the status and trends of the biodiversity of inland water 
ecosystems and identify options for conservation and sustainable 
use. 

Decision 

r119 
LOCATION OF THE SECRETARIAT 

The Conference oft/ic Parties, 

Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Governments of Canada, Kenya, 
Spain and Switzerland for their generous offers to host the permanent 
Secretariat of the Convention; 

Decides to accept the offer of the Government of Canada, contained in 
document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/Rev. I, to host in Montreal the Secretariat of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity, established under Article 24 of the 
Convention; 
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Requests the Executive Secretary without delay to discuss and agree with 
the Government of Canada the practical arrangements for the transfer and 
hosting of the Secretariat of the Convention in Montreal; 

Stresses that such a transfer should, to the maximum extent possible, 
minimize the negative impact on the substantive preparation by the 
Secretariat of the meetings to be convened in 1996 under the auspices of the 
Convention, and other related activities; 

Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment 
Programme to negotiate and finalize the headquarters agreement with the 
Government of Canada; 

Further requests the Executive Secretary to report to its third meeting on 
the implementation of this decision. 

Decision 

FINANCING OF AND BUDGET FOR THE CONVENTION 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Decides that the Trust Fund shall be extended for a period of one year, 
beginning 1 January 1997 and ending on 31 December 1997; 

Adopts the budget for 1996, which is attached as annex Ito this decision; 

Urges all the Parties to pay promptly their contributions to the Trust 
Fund, based on the scale set forth in Appendix II to the budget (annex I); 

Requests the Parties and States not Parties to the Convention, as well as 
governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and 
other sources, to contribute to the Trust Fund; 

Directs the Executive Secretary to prepare a report for the Conference of 
the Parties on the amount of contributions received under the voluntary 
budget and on ways in which that income has been spent: 

Takes note that the indicative budget for 1997, also attached as annex Ito 
the present decision, is based on Geneva costings; 

Requests the Executive Secretary in presenting a draft 1997 budget for 
consideration by the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties, to also 
provide the indicative budget for 1997, attached as annex Ito this decision, 
revised so as to be based on Montreal costings; 
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Directs the Executive Secretary to prepare an indicative budget for 1998: 

Directs the Executive Secretary to consider carefully all offers of support 
from other organizations and to cooperate with theni with a view to making 
the most effective use of the competencies and resources: 

Adopts for 1996 the scale of contributions contained in the Appendix II 
to the budget (annex 1). based on the United Nations scale of assessments 
for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations, adjusted to 
prov ide that no one contri bLition shall exceed 25 per cent of the total and 
that no contribution from a least developed country Party shall exceed 0.01 
per ceiìt of the total: 

II . Decides to transfer to the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties, 
for further consideration, paragraph 4 of the Financial Rules contained in 
annex II of the present decision: 

12. Also (lee/des to transmit paragraph 16 of the Financial Rules to the third 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties for further consideration. 
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Annex Ito I)ecision 11/20 

PROPOSED BUDGET OF THE TRUST FUND FOR THE CONVENTION 
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY IN 1996-1997 

(THOUSANDS OF US DOLLARS) 

INPUTS 1996 1997* 

 EXECUTIVE DIRECTION AND MANAGEMENT 

Evecutii'e Djre(tjo,l 

Executive Secretary D-2 190 200 

Special Assistant to the Executive Secretary P-3 119 121 5 
Senior Secretary 0-5 84 88 

Support Activities and Technical Reviews 75 79 

Fund ttlanagenwnt and Adniinjstrarion 

Fund Management/Administration Officer P-4 (UNEP/Host country) 555  0 
Administrative Assistant G-6 105 110 
Clerk 0-3 75 79 

- subtotal 1 648 680 

 INTERGOVERNMENTAL IROCESSES AND COOPERATIVE AFFAIRS 

I,tter'orernntentat proeesses 

Principal Officer D- I 176 185 
Associate Administrative Officer P-2 96 lOt 
Research Assistant 0-5 84 88 
Secretary 0-4 80 84 
Support Activities and Technical Reviews 40 42 

Financial Resources and Instruments 

Programme Officer P-4 142 149 

Support Activities and Technical Reviews 30 32 

Legal Advice and Support 

Programme Officer P-4 142 149 

Support Activities and Technical Reviews 30 32 

Servicing the Conference oft/ic Parties 

- Servicing COP 930 977 
subtotal 2 1,750 1,838 
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INPUTS 1996 I997** 

 SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL MATTERS 
Office of the Principal Officer 
Principal Officer D-1 176 185 
Programme Officer - Economist P-4 142 149 
Research Assistant 0-5 84 88 
Research Assistant 0-5 84 88 
Secretary G-4 80 84 
Support Activities and Technical Reviews 60 63 

Conservation Ecology 
Programme Officer P-4 142 149 

Genetic ResourcesIAgiobiodii'ersir' 
Programme Officer P-4 (FAO) + 0 0 

Biotec/mo/ogv 
Programme Officer P-S 160 168 

Marine Ecology 
Programme Officer P-4 (UNESCO) + 0 0 

lnthgenous Know ledge* 
Programme Officer P-3 0 125 

Servicing of SIJS77"A Meetings 
Servicing of SBSTFA meeting -- 368 
Servicing SBSTTA Panel 23 24 
Servicing and communication of SBSTTA liaison group 20 21 
Servicing of Open-ended working group on Biosafety 492 517 

- Servicing Panel meeting on marine and coastal areas 20 21 
subtotal 3 1,833 2,050 

 IMPLEMENTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Office oft/ic Senior Prograinnie Officer 
Senior Programme Officer P-S 160 168 
Research Assistant G-5 84 88 
Secretary 0-4 80 84 
Support Activities and Technical Reviews 40 42 
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INPUTS 1996 1997**** 

Clearing -House Mechanism 
Programme Officer P-4 142 149 
Data Base Operator P-2 96 101 
Equipment, supplies and material 60 63 
Training Works'hops 0 0 

Reports 
Programme Officer P-3 ** 50 125 

Library and Docunzentaüon Services 
Librarian/Docunientalist P-3 119 125 
Clerk G-3 75 79 
Library acquisitions 50 53 

Communication 
Programme Officer-Communication P-2 (UNEP) 0 0 
Promotion, awareness raising and publication 138 145 

- OBO Publication 0 0 
subtotal 4 1,094 1,221 

 COMMON COSTS 

Travel of staff 
Travel on official missions 140 147 

- Travel to service meetings 70 74 
subtotal 5 210 221 

 EQUIPMENT 

Equipment, (office furniture, pcs, photocopy/printer) 0 0 
Supplies and material 
subtotal 6 50 53 

 PREMISES*** 
Rent - - 

Security services - 

Building maintenance - - 

Utilities (gas, electricity, cleaning, etc.) 70 - 

- Insurance 5 - 

subtotal 7 75 0 
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INPUTS 1996 1997**** 

8. MISCELLANEOUS 
Temporary assistance and overtime 98 103 
Communications (phone, fax, e-mail, etc) 170 179 
Recruitment costs/travel on interviews 30 30 
Relocation of staff and removal expenses** - 

Hospitality 20 21 
Other.  5 5 

- subtotal 8 323 338 

subtotal Ito 8 	 5,983 1  6,391 

I 9. I CONTINGENCIES (2% - subtotal Ito 8) 	 120 	128 

subtotal Ito 9 	 6,103 6,527 

1 10 . I ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT CHARGE (13%) 	 793 1  849 

LESS - CONTRIBUTIONS FROM HOST CONTRY*** 	I 	- I 

1 12. I TOTAL SECRETARIAT BUDGET (ito 11) 	 6,896 1  7,376 

* The Government of Australia has offered to cover the 1996 salary of Programme Officer on Indigenous 
Knowledge. 
The post of Programme Officer - Reports may be filled towards the end of 1996. 	- 
Amounts to be provided Upon completion of host government agreement. 

i' Geneva costings to be revised to reflect Montreal costings as provided by paragraph 7 of the decision. 
+ These positions are to be filled by secondees from FAO and UNESCO respectively as of I January 

1996 on terms and conditions agreed to by the Executive Secretary. 
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PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE CONVENTION 
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITYIN 1996-1997 COVERED BY ADDITIONAL 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS THOUSANDS OF US DOLLARS) 

INPUTS 1996 097* 

 INTERGOVERNMENTAL PROCESSES AND COOPERATIVE AFFAIRS 
Travel of LDCs to COP meeting 270 284 
Travel of COP Bureau 42 44 

- Travel of LDCs for COP preparatory meetings 50 53 
subtotal 1 362 380 

 SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL MATTERS 
Travel of LDCs to SBSTI'A 200 210 
Travel of SBSTTA Bureau 30 32 
Travel of SBSTTA Panel 75 79 
Travel of LDCs to Biosafety meeting 200 210 
Trave of Panel on Marine and Coastal Areas 70 74 
Research Assistant ++ 84 88 

- Support Activities 80 84 
subtotal 2 739 776 

 IMPLEMENTATION AND COMMUNICATION 
Support Activities and Technical Reviews 70 74 
Clearing-House Mechanism (5 workshops a year) ISO 158 
subtotal 3 220 231 

TOTAL (1 TO 3) 	 1,321 1,387 

I 4. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT CHARGE (13%) 	 172 I 180 

TOTAL BUDGET (1104) 	 1,493 1  1,567 

++ 	To work under Principal Officer - Scientific, Technical and Technological matters with most of the 
incumbent's time spent on research on indigenous knowledge. 

5*5* Geneva costings to be revised to reflect Montreal costings as provided by paragraph 7 of the decision.. 

59 



A call tO action 

- 

z 

= 
z 

7 

5 

60 



A call to action 

Appendix II to Annex Ito decision 11/20 

SCALE OF 1996 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE TRUST FUND 
FOR THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

United 
Nations 
scale of 

assessments 
1996 

Scale for the Trust 
Fund with 25% ceiling 
and no least developed 
country Party paying 

more than 
0.01 percent 

Contri-
butions 
as per 

I January 
1996 

(per cent( (per cent) 

Albania 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Algeria 0.1600 0.2201 15.180 

Antigua & Barbuda 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Argentina 0.4800 0.6604 45,539 

Arrmenia 0.0550 0.0757 5,218 

Australia 1.4800 2.0361 140.411 

Austria 0.8650 1.1900 82,065 

Bahamas 0.0200 0.0275 1,897 

Bangladesh 0.0100 0.0100 6,901 

Barbados 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Belarus 0.2925 0.4024 27,750 

Belize 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Benin 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Bhutan 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Bolivia 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Botswana 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Brazil 1.6200 2.2287 153.693 

Burkina Faso 0.0100 0.0100 6,901 

Cambodia 0.0100 0.0100 6.901 

Cameroon 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Canada 3.1025 4.2683 294342 

Cape Verde 0.010() 0.0100 6,901 

Central African Republic 0.0100 0.0100 6,901 

Chad 0.0100 0.0100 6901 

Chile 0.0800 0.1101 7,590 

China 0.7350 1.0112 69,731 

Colombia 0.1000 0.1376 9,487 

Comoros 0.0100 0.0100 6,901 

Cook Islands 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Costa Rica 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Cote dIvoire 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Cuba 0.0525 0.0722 4.981 
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• 

Na
tJiittitul

ons 
scale of 

assessments 
1996 

Scale For the Trust 
Fund with 25% ceiling 
and no least developed 
country Party paying 

more than 
001 per cent 

Contri-
butions 
as per 

I January 
1996 

(per cent) (per cent) 

Czech Republic 0.2600 0.3577 24.667 

Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea 0.0500 0.0688 4,744 

Denmark 0.7175 0.9871 68,071 

Djibouti 0.0100 0.0100 6.901 

Dominica 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Ecuador 0.0200 0.0275 1897 

Egypt 0.0700 0.0963 6.641 

El Salvador 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Equatorial Guinea 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Estonia 0.0425 0.0585 4,032 

Ethiopia 0.0100 0.0100 690 

European Community  2.5000 172,400 

Fiji 0.0 100 0.0138 949 

Finland 0.6175 0.8495 58,584 

France 6.4075 8.8152 607,895 

Gambia 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Georgia 0.1175 0.1617 11,148 

Germany 9.0425 12.4403 857.884 

Ghana 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Greece 0.3800 05228 36.052 

Grenada 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Guatemala 0.0200 0.0275 1,897 

Guinea 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Guinea-Bissau 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Guyana 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Honduras 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Hungary 0.1400 0.1926 13.282 

Iceland 0.0300 0.0413 2.846 

India 0.3100 0.4265 29.410 

Indonesia 0.1400 0.1926 13,282 

Israel 0.2675 0.3680 25.378 

Italy 5.1975 7.1505 493.100 

Jamaica 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Japan 15.4350 21.2349 1,464.357 

Jordan 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Kaiakhstan 0.2000 0.2752 18.974 
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United 
i  Natons 

scale of 

1996 
assessments  

Scale for the Trust 
Fund with 25% ceiling 
and no least developed 
country Party paying 

more than 
0.01 per cent 

Contri-
hutions 
as per 

I January 
9% 

(percent) (percent) 

Kenya 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Kiribati 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Lebanon 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Lesotho 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Luxeniboura 0.0700 0.0963 6,641 

Malawi 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Malaysia - 0.1400 0.1926 13.282 

Maldives 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Mali 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Marshall Islands 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Maurilius 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Mexico 0.7875 1.0834 74.712 

Micronesia (Federated States of) 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Monaco 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Mongolia 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Morocco 0.0300 0.0413 2,846 
Mozambique 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Myanrnar 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Nauru 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Nepal 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Netherlands 1.5875 2.1840 150.610 

New Zealand 0.2400 0.3302 22,769 

Niger 0.0100 0.0100 690 

Nigeria 0.1150 0.1582 10,910 

Norway 0.5600 0.7704 53,129 

Oman 0.0400 0.0550 3.795 

Pakistan 0.0600 0.0825 5,692 

Partania 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Papua New Guinea 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Paraguay 0.0100 0.0138 949 

Peru 0.0600 0.0825 5,692 

Philippines 	 . 0.0600 0.0825 5.692 

Portugal 0.2750 0.3783 26.090 - 

Republic of Korea 0.8175 1.1247 77,558 

Republic of Moldova 0.0850 0.1169 8,064 

Romania 0.1500 0.2064 14,231 
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United 
Nations 
scale of 

assessments 
1996 

Scale for the Trust 
Fund with 25% ceiling 
and no least developed 
country Party paying 

more than 
001 percent 

Contn- 
buttons 
as per  I January 
1996 

(per cent) (per cent) 

Russian Federalion 4.4500 6.1221 422.183 
Saint Kilts and Nevis 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Saint Lucia 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Samoa 0.0100 0.0100 690 
San Marino 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Senepal 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Seychelles 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Sierra Leone 0.0100 0.0100 690 
Slovakia 0.0825 0.1135 7,827 
Solomon Islands 0.0100 0.0100 690 
South Africa 0.3225 0.4437 30,596 
Spain 2.3625 3.2502 224,136 
Sri Lanka 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Sudan 0.0100 0.0100 690 
Swaziland 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Sweden 1.2275 1.6887 116,456 
Switzerland 1.2100 1.6647 114,796 
Togo 0.0100 0.0100 690 
Tunisia 00300 0.0413 2,846 
Ugattda 0.0100 0.0100 690 
Ukraine 1.1400 1.5684 108,155 
Utiited Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 5.3150 7.3122 504,247 
Uruguay 0.0400 0.0550 3.795 
Uzbekistan 0.1375 0.1892 13,045 
Vanuatu 0.0100 0.0100 690 
Venezuela 0.3375 0.4643 32,019 
VietNam 0.0100 0.0138 949 
Zaire 0.0100 0.0100 690 
Zambia 0.0100 0.0100 690 
Zimbabwe 0.0100 0.0138 949 

70.9600 100.0000 6,896,000 

* United Nations Report of the Committee on Contributions. Supplement No. II )A/49/I I) 
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Annex H to decision 11/20 

FINANCIAL RULES FOR THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE TRUST FUND 

FOR THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

1. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention shall designate an 
organization (hereinafter referred to as the Trustee) which shall establish 
and manage the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(hereinafter referred to as the Trust Fund) in accordance with these rules. 

2. The Trust Fund shall be used for funding the administration of the 
Convention including the functions of the Secretariat. 

3. The Trust Fund shall be financed from: 

Contributions made by Parties to the Convention based on the scale set 
forth in the Appendix to the budget; 

Additional contributions made by such Parties; 

Contributions from States not Parties to the Convention, as well as 
governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, 
and other sources. 

4. It is for the Conference of the Parties to determine the scale referred to in 
paragraph 3 (a) above. The scale is to be based on the United Nations scale 
of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations 
[adjusted to provide that no one contribution shall exceed 25 per cent of the 
total, [and] no contributions shall be required when the United Nations scale 
provides for a contribution of less than 0.1 per cent], land no developing 
country Party shall be required to pay more than any developed country 
Party]. [The Conference of the Parties will develop possible methodologies 
for the principle of common but differentiated responsibility of developed 
and developing countries to he reflected in the scale of assessment.] [This 
scale of assessment shall apply unless amended by the Conference of the 
Parties.] The contributions referred to in paragraph 3 (a) shall be due on 
1 January of each calendar year. 

5. All contributions shall be paid in United States dollars or its equivalent 
in a convertible currency and into a bank account to be specified by the 
Trustee. In conversion of currencies into United States dollars, the United 
Nations operational rate of exchange shall be used. 

6. Accounting records shall be kept in such currency or currencies as the 
Trustee deems necessary. 
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(a) Budget proposals expressed in United States dollars covering the 
expenditure and income from contributions referred to in paragraph 3 (a) 
above shall be prepared by the head of the Secretariat (hereinatler referred 
to as the Executive Secretary) for periods of two calendar years at the 
minimum. At least 90 days before the date fixed for the opening of each 
ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties, these budget proposals 
shall be dispatched by the Executive Secretary to all Parties to the 
Convention. 

(b) The budget shall, in accordance with Rule 16, be approved by the 
Conference of the Parties and, if necessary, be revised at an ordinary or 
extraordinary meeting of the Parties. 

Contributions referred to in paragraphs 3 (h) and (c) shall be used in 
accordance with any terms and conditions agreed between the Executive 
Secretary and the respective contributor. At each ordinary meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties, the Executive Secretary shall present a report on 
contributions received and expected as well as their sources, amounts, 
purposes and conditions. 

The Executive Secretary may commit resources against the Trust Fund 
only if such commitments are covered by contributions already received. In 
the event that the Trustee anticipates that there might be a shortfall in 
resources over the financial period as a whole, it shall notify the Executive 
Secretary, who shall adjust the budget so that expenditures are at all times 
fully covered by contributions received. 

The Trustee, on the advice of the Executive Secretary, may make 
transfers from one budget line to another within the budget in accordance 
with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations. 

II. Contributions referred to in paragraph 3 (a) above from States and 
regional economic integration organizations that become Parties to the 
Convention after the beginning of a financial period shall be made pro rata 
remporis for the balance of that financial period. Consequent adjustments 
shall be made at the end of each financial period for other Parties. 

Contributions not immediately required for the purposes of the Trust 
Fund shall be invested, and any interest so earned shall be credited to the 
Trust Fund. 

It is for the Conference of the Parties and the Trustee to agree on an 
administrative support charge to be paid to the Trustee. 

At the end of each calendar year, the Trustee shall transfer any balance 
to the following calendar year and submit to the Conference of the Parties, 
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through the Executive Secretary, the certified and audited accounts for that 
year as soon as practicable. The Trust Fund shall be subjected to the 
internal and external auditing procedure of the United Nations as laid down 
in its Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations. 

15. In the event that the Conference of the Parties decides to terminate the 
Trust Fund, a notification to that effect shall be presented to the Trustee at 
least six months before the date of termination selected by the Conference 
of the Parties. The Conference of the Parties shall decide, in consultation 
with the Trustee, on the distribution on any unspent balance after all 
liquidation expenses have been met. 

[16A. The Parties shall each agreement by consensus on: 

The scale and any subsequent revision to it; 

The budget.] 

[1 6B. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on the budget 
by consensus. If all efforts to reach consensus on the budget have been 
exhausted and no agreement has been reached, the budget shall, as a last 
resort, be adopted by a [two-thirds] [four-fifths I majority vote of the Parties 
present and voting representing a [two-thirds] Ifour-fifthsl majority vote of 
the developing country Parties present and voting and a [two-thirds] [four-
fifths ] majority vote of the other Parties present and voting.] 

17. Any amendments to these rules shall be adopted by the Conference of 
the Parties by consensus. 

Decision 

I •. 
VENUE AND DATE OF THE THIRD MEETING 

OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 

The Conference of the Parties, 

I. Welcomes the kind offer of the Government of Argentina to host the third 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties: 

Decides that the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties will take 
place in Buenos Aires , Argentina, from 4 to 15 November 1996, including 
the Ministerial-level segment on 13 and 14 November 1996; 

Decides also that Argentina will be an cx officio member of the Bureau 
of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
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Decision 
ig, 

CONVENING OF REGIONAL AND SUBREGIONAL 
MEETINGS FOR PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION 

The Conference of the Parties. 

Appreciating the assistance of the Secretariat of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity in convening regional and subrinal meetings for the 
Parties to the Convention, especially developing country Parties, in 
preparation for the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties, 
Having benefited from such regional meetings by adopting decisions on the 
second meeting of the Conference of the Parties' agenda items, 
I. Requests the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity to 
convene regional and subregional meetings, especially for developing 
country Parties, to prepare for the third meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties; 
2. Urges the Secretariat of the Convention to seek voluntary contributions 
for such meetings and to facilitate the participation of developing country 
Parties and, in particular, the least developed countries. 

Decision 

TRIBUTE TO THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 

The Con/c reiice of the Parties. 

Having met in Jakarta from 6 to 17 November 1995, at the gracious 
invitation of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia, 
Deeply appreciative of the special courtesy and the warm hospitality 
extended by the Government and people of indonesia to the Ministers, 
members of the delegations, observers and members of the Secretariat 
attending the meeting; 
Expresses its sincere gi -atitude to the Government of the Republic of 
Indonesia and to its people for the cordial welcome which they accorded to 
the Conference of the Parties and to those associated with its work and for 
their contribution to the success of the second meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
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Printed in Switzerland 
january 1996 


