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Lead paint is an important source of lead exposure globally, posing serious risks to human 

health and the environment. In order to protect children and workers from exposure to lead 

from paints, the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (Lead Paint Alliance) is working to 

achieve the goal that by 2020 all countries establish legislation to address lead paint. In this 

newsletter, the Lead Paint Alliance is proud to highlight actions by our partners as well as 

opportunities for industry, academia, government, and non-governmental organizations to 

achieve this goal. 

 

To support that goal, the Lead Paint Alliance has developed a Model Law and Guidance for 

Regulating Lead Paint, which is currently available in English, Spanish, French and Russian. 

 

The Lead Paint Alliance was created in 2011 and is led by the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UN Environment) and the World Health Organization (WHO), and chaired by the 

US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
 

  

   

 

In this edition:  
 
  

  

  

 

  

   

  

Success Story: Manny Calonzo, 

EcoWaste Coalition 
  

Read about the inspiring work of Manny 

Calonzo, the 2018 winner of the Goldman 

Environmental Prize.  

 

 

  

   

  

What can you do? Take Action! 
  

Learn how you can get involved during the 

International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week, 21-27 October 2018. 

 

http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/5Hcs-ef5w0f-oEStTx9mIJgdUq4NjCggivc8uC9qUIQkPonbRt7FWg_Vzr3EAb0yn87MOTxI7okXO_yJmDF9H2q5WqJpDq_hWjx7G_ZC9U84Vah0ejE
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/5Hcs-ef5w0f-oEStTx9mIJgdUq4NjCggivc8uC9qUIQkPonbRt7FWg_Vzr3EAb0yn87MOTxI7okXO_yJmDF9H2q5WqJpDq_hWjx7G_ZC9U84Vah0ejE


  

  

  

 

   

  

Advisory Council Update 
  

UN Environment update about the upcoming 

SAICM GEF project. 

 

   

  

Industry Update 
  

The International Paint and Printing Ink 

Council (IPPIC) continues their support for 

the Lead Paint Alliance in 2018. 
 

  

  

  

 

   

  

Recent Events and 

Country Updates 
  

Jamaica hosted a Caribbean 

Workshop on the 

Establishment of Legal 

Limits on Lead in Paint in 

December 2017. 
 

   

  

Progress Toward Laws 
  

Exciting progress in 

establishing lead paint laws 

this year. 

  

  

  

  
 

   

  

Partner Corner 
  

Civil society, government, 

industry and academia all 

play a crucial role in work of  

the Lead Paint Alliance. 

  

   

  
 

  

  

  

Success Story: Manny Calonzo, EcoWaste Coalition 

 

The Goldman Environmental Prize is considered by many to be the “environmental Nobel Prize.” 

The 2018 prize was awarded to Manny Calonzo for his efforts to eliminate lead paint in the 

Philippines and bring attention to the ongoing threat of lead paint exposure to children in the 

developing world.  

  

Manny accepted the prize on behalf of stakeholders who promoted safeguards against lead 

paint for nearly 12 million young children. Together with the non-governmental 

organization,Ecological Waste Coalition of the Philippines, Inc. (EcoWaste Coalition), he engaged 

civil society, policy makers and paint manufacturers to build momentum in the Philippines for 

the adoption of a law banning lead paint production, use and sale. The support from key 

http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/SVIfKauIkho3DfmSWAf6_amiJAtJFyKIoJExdREWWUxa7BoVIK4wYCl2NRB63vAIqZl0EWPFyb7SDGGo-98o5W4-Wv7H7H6ZsalX4d1ztTGaUYMIt9A
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/oQdhq54MqtFBpghmPE3dH-tdAI8xsAmmKRJ6Fya8fkO6pn27CudrRt6fDtCX3LIaa9WJrwshrNRYXHcOl0CnWkS8Ug3paH0Uk-F_vYv68MgoIgqmlnrU
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/ClKUDr2SXCGX2JicmuaRU5bk5EgRdWIdmMcNQq41kV8ziV6Nv6q6aoxVwIu11pOxQzyMMIqtWUOQt3LBLyKuh_yR5tDdyd9aK594_YPlhrP-I0_2Abc5


 

stakeholders, especially local paint manufacturers, laid the groundwork for the adoption of the 

national law. 

 

The Philippines’ success story, where 85% of the paint market is now free from lead additives, 

highlights the important role non-governmental organizations play in making lead paint a thing 

of the past. EcoWaste Coalition is a partner organization in the International POPs Elimination 

Network (IPEN). IPEN’s approach to generate country data on lead paint often provides the first 

step towards a regulation by making lead levels visible. The studies provide a platform for 

IPEN´s partners to engage with policy makers and paint manufacturers, who in many cases 

respond by becoming lead paint elimination champions. 

 

Initiated in 2008 following a paint study conducted by the Indian non-governmental 

organization, Toxics Link, IPEN´s global campaign to eliminate lead paint has supported 

partners to conduct paint studies across Africa, Asia, Latin America, Eastern Europe, the 

Caucasus and Central Asia. IPEN's most recent global lead paint report revealed that, of studies 

undertaken in 54 countries, solvent-based lead paints sold over the counter for home use were 

available on the market in 50 countries (see map). 

 

The collaborative approach developed in the Philippines has proven effective in campaigns in 

other Asian countries and elsewhere in the world. Today, similar multi-stakeholder campaigns 

are ongoing in many countries to paint a brighter future. 
 

  

  

  

 

What Can You Do? Take Action! 

  

International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week - ILPPW 2018 

  

International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week (ILPPW) provides an opportunity for organizations 

and institutions around the world to focus attention on lead. ILPPW takes place every year in the 

last full week in October. The theme of this year's ILPPW is the need for individuals, civil society 

organizations, industry and governments to work together to ban lead paint. This year's dates 

are 21-27 October, 2018. 

 

Starting in 2013, government institutions, health service providers, civil society organizations 

and international organizations have carried out a wide range of activities and events to inform 

the public, health professionals and policy makers about the health hazards of lead, and to urge 

action to prevent lead exposure. Last year, 67 events in 44 countries from regions across the 

globe were registered on the WHO website. You can read about some of the activities that took 

place in the 2017 report. 

 

In past years, campaign organizers have shown great creativity in spreading their messages 

during ILPPW. Examples have included: 

http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/eyufPlJ3lRfRlgqqHc-gwbP2c9KoLdtv5uFJR3xTxDWYhx3ZdRgaJ5k47SNGHyCcpDC_QqfD8kOIcgzMnVqhCDxIxYXJdJ6mq6uLqwBarZPr0jqw8-FJ
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/eyufPlJ3lRfRlgqqHc-gwbP2c9KoLdtv5uFJR3xTxDWYhx3ZdRgaJ5k47SNGHyCcpDC_QqfD8kOIcgzMnVqhCDxIxYXJdJ6mq6uLqwBarZPr0jqw8-FJ
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/2JYgQ0vUG_B8ourK9VqFexEKv_LA4BtoG_qFwl7NdDbYyRRNYbAQJ6pAAlwy1Cz9zS9bqTIy_afc_DPtfnJi-9QroWuA5ev0EnTsNDMidLQssSgMatmu
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/AF80ev0m-GJi8rV1-moX9EM2BcHPZaUw6ILo3pocq_6ccZ54xPkj0TdxvNkE4jgS0UFTAFjiKK6KKEAB5MoLwa01LFgZsyXU2BgzR97T8nAYMrbd0iyh
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/nzueIFb5bJdBNB5_oknbXXb0TA2DgpUD-KN7DTvf6uQ8MYXoOaQWE8_AQkIskC_8XYzeabeQs_sG9DP8fm3cl2jwLG8yLCV5OR3fpGK5EMDHxBbQSnPM


 

• School Activities: dramas, dances, art or slogan competitions; school teaching sessions 

on lead; 

• Industry Involvement: donations of lead-safe paint; the launch of reports on the lead 

content of paint in local shops; 

• Policy Engagement: marches demanding action on lead paint; meetings with policy 

makers; blood lead testing for children; scientific meetings; and 

• Awareness Raising: television broadcasts; newspaper articles; information stands in 

public areas such as shopping centres, and social media campaigns. 

Every year the Lead Paint Alliance provides resources to help campaigners plan events during 

ILPPW, including a campaign resource package, customizable posters, a fact-sheet, 

infographics, campaign icons, video messages, and sample social media messages.  

All materials are available in English, and most are also available in Arabic, Chinese, French, 

Russian and Spanish. 

You can find and use materials for your own events through the WHO campaign webpage. 

If you are planning a campaign, please share information by registering your event on the WHO 

webpage. 

   
  

  

  

 

Advisory Council Updates 

  

SACIM GEF Project 

 

At a recent meeting of the Lead Paint Alliance Advisory Council on 19 April 2018, UN 

Environment provided an overview of the proposed Lead Paint Component of the Strategic 

Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

Project. The project aims to increase the number of countries with laws banning lead paint and 

the number of companies switching to lead-free paint manufacturing. Tackling lead paint is one 

of SAICM's success stories under its programme to address emerging policy issues. The 

strategic goal is to have 40 additional countries adopt legislation on lead paint limits by 2020. 

 

On 7 August 2018, the GEF CEO officially endorsed the SAICM GEF project that signals start of 

implementation. The project will kick off with a letter from WHO and UN Environment inviting 

countries to join the project. Once countries have signed on, WHO, UN Environment, IPEN or the 

American Bar Association (ABA) Rule of Law Initiative (ROLI) will facilitate action towards lead 

paint laws in a country (depending on needs). More information about the project is available 

here. 

 

The Advisory Council includes representatives from UN Environment, WHO, EPA, IPEN, IPPIC, 

UNIDO, HEAL and the Governments of Colombia, Kenya, Moldova and Thailand. 
 

  

  

  

 
 

 

http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/roLd7zQc4eXqJdObUZtIr6K5YQg1x8_Er-fdHqVvOMbFJLiesCosPaZzxmBwPgGJGHFBc055tBxiMyzjSwH3ZyawsA9otBmxz2PCsjm4Yy3pPBSNjmzE
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/NWWDnz3QnasZ43gwS7dQyU9chpGBVrMugjnEtmW_qxckL3jELF9XA-zs5R6FEEGTRpXRx22CtVsoqBTcOFDn63x906RIr1vv5bvBtdGSc5QRYcsANu9w
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/9e8KBIM6K1vEdc05PLwDncMeYByjRyC4GcZga6aHc5cO1F85shRCxg_cKPcqT46b9qFTzYxlEYaabZYxDeAC9VgBY4INgHzI7pPE0NfAWxU4gF5Zjm9W
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/1Up-6lmpCeTb-qyaseRSu65PTS27N37wefEi877g7GncOkjyKjA9UhsRJzXridbYcPGNPzl5aueZeY8xBR5nNyeEHm0fxqqZr6JV-FRlhtP-c-bY6aiP
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/VcypiZb7LsqfgGxZBH2V0gScZ8f8KlzXtnDaApnZQ4R0YW0oSsCgatX204IuIvu-wY78NzopmeQXXkUQpiZoqUNbiDoOMelabLWRy7HChqpGCDLqxMqe
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/BvviQoCemwNmC1nqg3X99uQ4ltc0zVfSOUTCLnCRVx88zxhIfjtqLcYxqvoTTIeqxBP8GrHKbtINrcwNHXyKuaO6hLvC0tbvI_DZOzofvn2CXBf7jo9g
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/2jL86pWUxgyyutZFHAA42aquF3LeNy4HgrRMFYzNwijPSuCC9Jh0vo4VGJ2QLmUwOQFfXlsjZj3RNVULx-QxWn-komRrqsjqnmsHkSFMoKocN8OMwP0
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/nIJLkAv7unhuCXC392GsLW-SKkc7o3Z9CaJ2OCtqpd0hx0Aqu-8s5esjc3CevokjIQVxP8gcauCY7YJd6FDzqhbqqeOuTMgt6tOSzBev-wa9O017DXUF
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/m1mp5DxwVPcYX2TzgahI2ssc_1pK6c6-xuwgKtNi3DY8RMKnua7ZOT2wsX16COWYkUBHDxzLvtPqFIp2cQykbCAFnPL9Io2FU2696cHEAtHg-SvSEqI
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/m1mp5DxwVPcYX2TzgahI2ssc_1pK6c6-xuwgKtNi3DY8RMKnua7ZOT2wsX16COWYkUBHDxzLvtPqFIp2cQykbCAFnPL9Io2FU2696cHEAtHg-SvSEqI
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/ZnvaWV3_JSt1ll7x2TGIeNFlisOHlQ9v0binQX6UATs_UGSbQDGUg630Ea7bYNYdakWF7vULNIOJeyeOH09td99QTCR2tUY7O0HbOfsjZAjcQx5y-8gs


 

 

Featured Work: Industry Update 

  

The International Paint and Printing Ink Council (IPPIC) has shown longstanding support for 

government restrictions, first described in 2008 in an on-line IPPIC Policy Statement. This 

statement on lead paint restrictions was recently expanded to affirm global industry 

commitment to the Model Law and Guidance for Regulating Lead Paint. To support industry 

outreach plans, IPPIC is also committed to updating and translating technical presentation 

information used for industry workshops, and in particular will update the information currently 

contained in the Toolkit for establishing laws to eliminate lead paint. 

 

IPPIC has issued a “letter for support” for the approved project with the Global Environment 

Facility which will engage governments (currently not regulating lead in paint) to establish lead 

paint restrictions. IPPIC is also working to establish regional association/industry leaders in 

Southeast Asia, the Middle East and Africa, and South America to advance current industry 

support of lead paint restrictions.   
  

  

  

 

Recent Events and Country Updates: Jamaica Workshop 

  

Jamaica Workshop  

  

Jamaica recently initiated action to establish laws addressing lead in paint. Alongside UN 

Environment, EPA, and the Norman Manley Law School, Jamaica hosted the Caribbean Workshop 

on the Establishment of Legal Limits on Lead in Paint in Kingston in December 2017. The 

workshop convened stakeholders from Jamaica and the region to learn about laws, introduce a 

model law, and develop next steps. 

  

Following the workshop, Jamaica hosted a national stakeholder meeting with government, 

NGOs, and industry to discuss a process to establish mandatory legal limits on lead in paint.  
 

  

  

  

 

Progress Toward Laws 

 

Only a third of the countries in the world have lead paint laws. Since the Global Status of Legal 

Limits on Lead Paint in September 2017, the Lead Paint Alliance is aware of progress on 

drafting or improving their legislation on lead paint in the following countries: 

• Brazil (draft law under review) 

• Colombia (Ministry of Environment conducted an inventory of household paint 

production, imports and domestic sales, sampling 200 paints; this will form the basis 

for regulations expected to come into force in 2018) 

• Ethiopia (a new law was approved on 7th July, 2018 limiting the total concentration of 

lead in paint to 90 ppm) 

http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/Iq6Ar1LNNc7erFn47RQF27EkBo6hUwDCjI6tJOgPRLj5rpGai1dD9cnJkgI41ReDt3kZG4kkrorM0rkfV24ukvt3VH6mkAoNgEvgYv3gK8T6FNp5chQ
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/B-xYiUQc_NCXXUUiD965bGhibWYVWtLLK59R8ad6NlkaK1cDRwbj-qvg-_fjhmMBimJU-hJRQzaYDr2_LlW1FCyprJXUQs2JPZrVfVJja430dYUOYFco
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/6UyAk7Hwa7TljlfaUvxROpQWNioK-BDp4ExPdHOE-Dk4qVspcG2qLaN_jcAQCBnK3wVx88HPvgwlKQuevsF-F-etEnumXCmg328HqJGwBYxfc7lyBag
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/koIvKhXS-i8nB6DloEZKCIwnbu-1eFftR0uhveGN1UkvDTfdH6PyEfPHxHRr0-PP1CJXsL5T0d2k2Ey61159W0hDsxGxYJ02B0V-02mpuGNNb8hUv_f5


 

• Jamaica (planning to test paints and release data during the 2018 International Lead 

Poisoning Prevention Week) 

• Kenya (passed two standards on paints, coatings, and varnishes in January 2018) 

• Moldova (draft law under review) 

• Ukraine (draft law under review) 

 WHO keeps track of countries with legally binding controls on lead paint through the WHO 

Global Health Observatory. The database is updated on an annual basis. 

The latest update on the Global Status of Legal Limits on Lead Paint will be available soon. 
 

  

  

  

 

Partner Corner  

  

As of June 2018, 16 governments, 35 non-government organizations, 5 academic 

organizations or institutions, and 19 industry or trade associations have joined as partners of 

the Lead Paint Alliance. A warm welcome and congratulations are extended to the new partners 

who have joined in 2017 and 2018! New members include: 

• Civil society: Association des Familles Victimes du Saturnisme (AFVS), the LivingScience 

Foundation of Nigeria and the American Bar Association. 

• Government: Ministério do Meio Ambiente, Brazil (the Ministry of the Environment of 

Brazil). 

• Industry: Asociación Española de Fabricantes de Pinturay Tinta de Imprimir (ASEFAPI) 

(Spanish Association of Paint and Printing Ink Manufacturers) , Boya Sanayicileri Derneği 

(BOSAD) (the Association of Turkish Paint Industry) the Philippine Association of Paint 

Manufacturers (PAPM), Nano Science and Electronic Communication (NASEC), and the 

Malaysian Paint Manufacturers' Association (MPMA) of Malaysia. 

 

  

  

  

 

 

New Graphics for the Lead Paint Alliance 
  

UN Environment and WHO have adopted a new identifier for 

the Lead Paint Alliance documentation. With some 

exceptions, this red identifier is for exclusive use by UN 

Environment and WHO and the Chair of the Advisory 

Council on official presentations.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

The ‘Ban Lead Paint’ graphic is intended for wider use in 

materials promoting the elimination of lead paint, for 

example during the International Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week, to promote public awareness and outreach. 

 

  

  

  

 

More information can be found in the brand identity guidelines on the Lead Paint Alliance 

website. 
 

  

  

  

http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/T-UKddz6mDJnRh3Bg5nDzKVjnbVIj__k0kfLU9oPWzvJ3JeoAMp8U9ROeJYufNM_z-JO7qJ48F318kodRwQRyhUWFgUbQBtSuLTzvawfUcE1aBmyRx-W
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/T-UKddz6mDJnRh3Bg5nDzKVjnbVIj__k0kfLU9oPWzvJ3JeoAMp8U9ROeJYufNM_z-JO7qJ48F318kodRwQRyhUWFgUbQBtSuLTzvawfUcE1aBmyRx-W
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/JF2NwkdOUUXBjLOFCa89_AzMbW8T7prgH8HoXWhEK0yVz_FIaeyc-mdm0JfRUITDziqBVeROb8KQm1tMVYkSWnBQRf6tliE9rkC08W0a8bn2giguhuZV


 

The Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead in Paint 

 

Contact us: lead-cadmium.chemicals@unep.org and/or noleadinpaint@who.int  

 

Since 2017, UN Environment has had significant changes to their web design. Visit the new 

webpage to see more about lead in paint at https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-

topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/emerging-issues/global-alliance-eliminate-lead-paint 
   

 

mailto:lead-cadmium.chemicals@unep.org
mailto:noleadinpaint@who.int
http://3m2op.r.ah.d.sendibm4.com/mk/cl/kTAOZixcCZT42a48lYNdkaKWIaCMuSJQpyEglzHXwqPJBlJ-m2yrwBpnGyHeldAdgmG9Xc1NVAIqEVy_UYbw7z_CzFBmF6JcAFMsFhHmG9Cmvlo5fGg
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