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Nitrogen, Nutrients  
What? Why must we be concerned?
• Life’s building blocks…
• Foundation of our food 

production system and 
industrial production systems
• Reactive forms of Nitrogen
• Phosphorus

•Nutrients are GOOD!!!
•BUT…can be BAD
• How so???



Too much nutrients….
Air, Water, Ocean



Too little nutrients…

Poor nourishment, social conflict

Land degradation

Harvest more than is replaced by 
nutrients - nutrient mining, reduced 
crop yield and failure 



Action is needed!!!
The nutrient challenge – pervasive, cross-cutting
• UNEA3 Resolutions on pollution; GOOD anchor…but enough?

• Environment and Health
• Water pollution
• Soil pollution

• UN Environment Programme of Work – Chemicals, Waste & Air Quality 
Subprogramme
• Global Programme of Action – lead on nutrient pollution in oceans 
• Partnerships: 

• International Nitrogen Initiative
• Global Partnership on Nutrient Management


