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The cooling sector enables hundreds of millions of people to live in health and comfort. As temperatures rise,
the demand for air conditioning and refrigeration is set to skyrocket. In South-east Asia, the air conditioning
market is growing at more than eight percent each year. This growth comes at a significant environmental
cost. According to the International Institute of Refrigeration, the refrigeration and air-conditioning industry
accounts for 7.8 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions, 37 percent of which is a result of direct
emissions from refrigerants. It is time for the global refrigeration and air conditioning industry to take
decisive action, embrace clean cooling and secure the future of our planet.

In doing so, we have much to learn from the Montreal Protocol, one of the most successful international
environmental treaties in history. In a remarkable demonstration of commitment and will, industry and
governments came together to phase out more than 99 percent of ozone-depleting substances.

We now need to adopt a similar approach to phasing down hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HFCs), a potent
climate pollutant. The uncontrolled use of this HFCs is rapidly growing and if unchecked, the global
refrigeration and air conditioning industry could account for 20 percent of global carbon emissions by 2020.
The good news is that we have a powerful enabler in the form of the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal,
which if successful, can avoid up to 0.5°C of warming by the end of the century. At the Fourth UN Environment
Assembly, Member States strongly endorsed clean cooling as critical to improving people’s lives without
harming the planet.

Progress is being made. In recent years, the industry has taken a lead in adopting ozone and climate-friendly
technologies, providing energy saving solutions to end-users, and pioneering low carbon cooling
technologies such as district cooling, trigeneration and solar cooling. We need to invest more in research
and development and capacity development, to make cooling of the future, cost-effective, safe and energy
efficient. With every ratification of the Kigali Amendment, the air conditioning and refrigeration industry has
an ever-expanding market to mainstream ozone and climate friendly technologies.

UN Environment looks forward to collaborating with industry to leapfrog technologies and tap into this
enormous potential of new and dynamic markets while protecting the environment. As one of the largest
global expositions held by the refrigeration and air conditioning industry, | wish participants at the 2019
China Refrigeration Expo all the very best, in this important mission for people and planet.

Joyce Msuya
Acting Executive Director
UN Environment Programme

www.unenvironment.org/ozonaction
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