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The Wider Caribbean Region (WCR) is one of

the largest oil producing areas in the world,

producing approx. 20,000,000 barrels per o
day in 2012, of which the USA produces: 41 2 A)

1 Barrel
=42 gals
=159 liters

Approx. 5,000,000 ships frequent
Caribbean waters every vear.

[2]

— Oil tankers transport an average
:: of 5,000,000 barrels of crude
oil per day in the

Wider Caribbean Region.

Even though the risk for open sea collisions may be elevated
in congested waterways, there have been very few open sea
collisions in high traffic density passage such as Yucatan
Channel, the Bahamas Channel and the Florida Strait due
to the advent of ARPA radars and other collision avoidance
mechanisms.
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Deepwater Horizon was the largest
marine spill in the Gulf of Mexico and it
occurred over a period of 87 days
starting on April 20t 2010.
Approximately 49,000,000 barrels or
778.9 million liters of oil was spilt.

-

total annual release of petroleum (oils)

from all known sources to the sea is estimated
at 1.3 million tons globally. Of this amount,

—

46% is from natural seeps.
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Oil spills spread
rapidly especially in
rough sea
conditions allowing
only a fraction to be
recovered.

Chemical dispersants are
used to reduce potential
shoreline impacts. Even
thought they are NOT
toxic in themselves, they
can affect marine species.



In the four year period
2010-2014 there have
been 35 spills of 7 tonnes
< and over occurring
...- throughout the world.

More than 75% of the Caribbean’s coral reefs are threatened by
land-based and marine-based pollution and damage after “land”
and also after “marine” (e.g. Nutrients and sediment runoff, coastal
development, overfishing and water discharges from cruise ships
and vessels, leaks and spills from oil infrastructure.

The Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) developed a Regional
Used Oil Strategy and work continues on oil spill contingency planning at
the national and regional levels.

The Oil Spills Protocol of the Cartagena Convention

provides a regional framework for cooperation in

combating spills in the Wider Caribbean Region. All

Caribbean countries, except Haiti, Honduras, and

Suriname have ratified this Protocol.

TheRegional ActivityCentreforthe QilSpillsProtocol,

RAC/REMPEITC Caribe in Curacao provides training

in oil spill response and contingency planning.
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