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GRID, the Global Isource Information Database, is an 
environmental data management service within the United Nations 
system, established in 1985 and managed by the United Nations 
Fiviroment Progranine (1NEP) as part of the Global &virorinent 
?'k,nitoring System ((E). It is an international co-cçerative 
effort involving UN Specialized Agencies, inter9Dverrinental 
organizations and national governments. 

GRID has fonr main data management furcticris: to bring together 
key global and regional environmental data sets produced as a result 
of inventory and nxnitoring activities both within and ontside 
to integrate such data sets throu3h geographical referencing and 
defined functional linkages, to establish an analytical basis for 
assesement statements on selected key environmental issues, arvi, in 
general, to convert environmental data into integrated information 
usable by both national and international decision-makers and 
scientists any%there in the world. GRID also aims to provide access 
to a unique international GIS service. 

Daring its initial years, GRID has tested the application of 
geographical information system (GIS) teobrlogy in the 
international context at scales ranging from global to 
sub-national. An archive of data sets has also been established. 
This GRID Data Release Policy statement describes the types of data 
v&iich have been collected, the arc*tive and the guidelines for 
release of the data. (Fbr further information on the GRID system, 
please see the GRID Brochure and other rqorts in the GRID 
Information Series). 

2.1 Types of Data 

The GRID archive contains a variety of data sets relevant to the 
health of the planet. The data sets cane from a rLlmber of sairces 
and at a rtnnber of scales. The majority of the data sets, lutiever, 
concern global or regional themes, altLlxiigh a riimber of national 
data sets are also included. All of the data sets have the ommvi 
characteristic of being geographically referenced. 

The GRID datasets can be classified into the follaving general 
categories: 

A. Global and Regional Data sets from UN or Intergovernnital 
Sairces: 'Ise are "public dcmain" data sets which have been 
released by a UN organisat ion or an intergovernmental 
organisation such as the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), the International Livestodc 
Centre for Africa (ILCA), etc., either as maps, atlases, backs 
or in other published form, or which are available as digital 
data. Examples are the FAO Soils Map of the world and the 
Qnservation !4nitoring Centre Databases of Threatened Plant and 
Animal Species. 
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Global and Regional Data sets from National Organisations: 
These data sets have been developed within national agencies, 
typically for analysis of global processes or as an aid to 
international ccitununication. Examples are the tJS Navy Global 
Spot Elevation Data set and the MOAA Weekly Global Vegetation 
Index. For most practical purposes they are "public danain". 

National Data sets from International Dave lopnerit 
Activities: Obtained f ran the same sources as type A data, 
these data are limited in scope to one country or a part 
thereof. They have been generated through the activities of an 
internationally financed developnent project, and are generally 
considered by the country in question to be suitable for 
circulation to users outside that country. 

National Data sets f ran National Organisations: National or 
sub-national data sets arising out of a national orgartisation 
project activity, often generated f ran GRID supported case 
studies. Such data sets are usually privileged by the terms of 
the case study agreement. l'&ist national and sub-national data 
sets in this category may only be released with the expressed 
permission of the relevant authority. Spatially resaxnpled 
(generalised) versions of the data may be used to update other 
GRID data sets. 

Data sets f ran private organisatious: Such data sets have 
been produced by profit-making organisations, either for 
internal use or for public sale. These reside in the GRID 
archive by arrangement and are only for in-house use. Many are 
processed satellite data sets sold by private vendors. GRID 
does not distribute raw (unprocessed) satellite data. 

2.2 Archive Maintenance 

The GRID Archive is operated in a distributed fashion with each 
regional GRID rxie responsible for certain data sets. Global data 
sets are maintained at GRID-Geneva. In general, the division is 
along geographical lines, with tbe Africa data sets, for instance, 
maintained in Nairobi. Cooperative centres are being established, 
for example, in Bangkok (South East Asia), Ncxnnea (the Pacific), 
xico City (Latin America and the Caribbean). The first centre in 

the Nordic region has been opened in Arendal, lt)rway and a North 
American centre in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, US!L. Some GRID nodes 
also have specific sectoral responsibilities. 

As more up-to-date information is received, the relevant data 
sets are modified and the changes incorporated into the archive at 
the responsible node. All nodes report any such updates to the GRID 
Coordinator on a regular basis. 

2.3 The GRID Data Set Bulletins 

On the basis of the information received f ran the various GRID 
nodes, a detailed listing of the current GRID data sets is issued on 
a regular basis f ran Nairobi. The follaiing information ahout each 
data set is available: 



.3 

ITA SF IDENTITY (DDE. 

GEO.RAPHIC 9X)PE: Global, Continental, Regional, National, 
Sub-national or Specific Area. 

SOUiE (incli.rling originators, and originating unit or 
organization). 

TWPE: indicating the date of publication, generation, or 
date range cxvered by the data set. 

FORT: Indicating the data structure. Data sets are 
normally archived in either vector or raster format. 

PP  PWXrFX,riON & (DOLOIISW1'E SYSTE21. 

SCALE OR SPATIAL REaUYrION, as appropriate. 

Ti. AVAILABILITY: Following the guidelines outlined in section 
2.1, all data sets have been assigned one of the following 
cxxIes: FA (free access), SA (source approval), or li-I (in-house 
GRID use only). 

I • DESCRIPTIVE PARN3RA1i: Each data set is acocinpanied by a 
descriptive legend and narrative statenent supplying more 
details about its contents, history, purpose and limitations in 
terma of accuracy and quality where these have been determined 
by the relevant science group. The first line of the 
description irludes the NAME of the data set. 

2.4 Master Directory 

From autumn 1990, a general online data directory containing the 
GRID meta-datahase, as well as a major part of NASA's Master 
Directory, will be accessible at GRID-Geneva. The parameters 
listed in section 2.3 are basically a printed subset of the GRID 
meta-database directory, which has 30 or more parameters per 
data set. Most of GRID's global data sets have alreiy been 
entered in this meta-database; however, the others are being 
entered as time allows. Access to this GRID Data Directory will 
be thro.rjh a rormal telephone line with modem. Access details 
will be published in due course. 

( 	 ;2d 

3.1 Release guidelines 

The GRID database is maintained for the purpose of assisting 
individual nations and the international cclmnunity in making sound 
decisions related to resource management and environmental planning, 
and where applicable to provide data for scientific studies. In 
general, requests for data from the archive will be filled according 
to data availability, GRID work load and the nature of the data set 
being requested. Requests will be queued with priority given to 
requests related to joint activities with GE7IS or I1EP. 
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1N orgartisations, intergoverrinental organisations, private 
research organ isations, scientific and academic organisat ions, 
non-govermental orgariisatiais and national goverment organisat ions 
are all eligible to request data from the GRID archive. Requests 
from such eligible organisations for data with a "UA" (unrestricted 
access) rating will normally be filled without further clearanoe. 
Requests for data with a "SA" (source approval" rating will be 
referred to the relevant authority for clearanoe, and in some cases, 
the requestor will be advised to seek the data from source. Data 
sets with an "IH" (in-house) rating will not be distriboted; 
however, information about such data sets, iixluding the 
distribotor's name, will be sent to eligible organisations on 
request. 

Data requests from private canmercial firnE and private 
individuals will not normally be filled. &ceptional cases in which 
the intended use of the data 'ould be of direct benefit to the 
United Nations or member states will be oonsidered on a case-by-case 
basis by the GRID Coordinator, in consultation with the Director of 
G'E. 

There is no charge for data sets obtained f ran GRID. Hcwever, 
recipients are asked to supply an appropriate in.unber of replacnent 
media (normally, magnetic tapes or diskettes). 

It is understood that due ackrtiledgent will be made to GRID, 
GEMS and UNEP, as well as the original data source, on all output 
products. Suitable irding would be: "Data provided by the Global 
Resource Information Database (GRID) of the United Nations 
Fnvirornnent Progranmie (tJ,ThP). GRID is an elnent of the Global 
Fnvironment Monitoring System (). The data originated at..." A 
short ackrrvledgement on, say, a grathic output product aild 
consist of the acronyme: "GRID/GflE/tJN" 

A xçy of any significant outputs should also be provided to the 
GRID node applying the data or the GRID Coordination Unit, UNFP, 
Nairobi. 

3.2 Release Format 

GRID data sets can be supplied on (a) magnetic tape (b) 
diskette (3.5" or 5.25" flcçpy, MS DOS Format) or (c) optical disk 
(IBM 3363 200 MByte). 

Data sets are normally distrituted in the data format in which 
they are archived. Requests for data in other formats will only be 
filled in exceptional cases. 

A copy of any available dooumentaticxi will be sent with data 
sets. 
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3.3 Procedure for Requesting Data 

Requests for GRID data should be sent to the nearest GRID 
office, at present as fol1s: 

GRID-Nairobi 

Box 30552 
Nairobi, KENYA 
Telex: 	22068 UNEP-KE 
Telefax: 254-2-520281 

GRID-Geneva 
6, rue de la Gabelle 
Carouge, Cr4-1 227 
Geneva, 9#JITZEJAND 
Telex: 	422227 GRID-Q1 
Telefax: 41-22-438862 

GRID-Arendai 

Th-Senteret, Laigum Park 
P0 Box 1602, Myrene 
N-4800 Arendal 
NORAky 
Telefax: 47-41-35050 

GRID-Sioux Falls 
EROS Data Center 
US Geological Sirvey 
Sioux Falls, SD 57198 
USA 
Telef ax: (605) 594 6589 

These offices will forward requests to the responsible GRID rode 
for processing. Data sets will be sent by UN pouch or international 
mail as apprcriate. In the case of urgent requests, data sets can 
be sent by C*IL at ocst to the recipient. 

All requests should clearly identify the fol1ciing: 

The recpestor's name, title and organisatimal 
affiliation(s). 

The nature of the project for which the data are being 
requested, irxluding title, objectives, timetable, source(s) of 
finance, institutional framDrk, outputs, and use of outputs. 

The software and hardware on which the data will be 
proces sei. 

The identifier number(s) and name(s) of the data set(s) 
requested. 
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E) The desired output medium: magnetic tape, diskette or 
cptical disk. Parameters such as density and blocksize should be 
specified. PLEASE tYE THAT PLL DkTA RECJESTS SHOULD BE PICCt4PANIED 
BY AN ADEWATE NINBER OF DISKS OR TAPES. IN CASES WHERE INADEWATE 
4EDIA ARE PRDVIDED, THE REWESP MAY BE FILLED AT THE DISCREI'ION OF 
UNEP, SrRICI'LY ON OJNDITION TILT THE DEFICIT BE MEP BY RETURN WIL. 

Every effort will be made to fill data requests promptly. 
However, at least four weeks should be allowed for receipt of data, 
particularly for data sets requiring source approval prior to 
distrithtion. With regard to all matters concerning data requests, 
the decision of the IJNEP Office of the Enviroiinent Prograxiune is 
final. 


