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Towards a Global Environmental Data Strategy. Our Member States mandate for a common future

“… The availability of quality, accessible, open, timely and disaggregated data is 

vital for evidenced based decision-making and the full implementation of the 

2030 Agenda and realization of its ambitions of leaving no one behind ...”

Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals – 2019 Report of the Secretary-General
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/18541SG_SDG_Progress_Report

The ministerial declaration set out the commitment by Member States to scale-up national and
international efforts to overcome common environmental, including health related challenges, fostering
sustainable and efficient resource management, promoting the use and sharing of environmental data,
and engaging civil society, citizens, indigenous peoples and local communities, private sector, academia
and other relevant stakeholders.

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION OF THE 2019 UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT ASSEMBLY

“Innovative solutions for environmental challenges and sustainable consumption and production”
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Globa l  Env i ronmenta l  Data  
St rategy  Implemented
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Dig i ta l  t ransformat ion  towards  dec i s ion  making  on  
the  Env i ronment  for  Susta inab le  Deve lopment ,  
Peace  and  Secur i ty  and  Humani tar ian  Act ion .

Towards a Global Environmental Data Strategy. Our Member States mandate for a common future



Environment: One of the biggest Challenges for Humanity. Towards a Global Data Strategy

Which are the current Big 
challenges for humanity
on the Environment?

Environmental Challenges

UN System

Other actors

Peace and Security

Human Rights

Sustainable 
Development

Provide a global environmental 
data strategy to ensure that 
emerging environmental problems 
of wide international significance 
receive appropriate and adequate 
consideration by Governments

Support Member States and 
Government around the world
Decision making, Policy and Action 
on the Environment

ACTION
Partnerships
Technology
Wisdom

Knowledge
Information

DATA

Global Environmental Data Strategy
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Scientifically credible Data

Foundational mandate for UNEP, since 1972: 2997 (XXVII): To keep under review the world environmental situation

One Global Partnership

Acting as One

Geospatial Partners

GRID
IBM

Arendal
Geneva

Divisions

Regional Offices

MEAs

Science
Ecosyst.

Latin America

WRI

WCMC

CBD

UN-GGIM
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UN Environment



UN System: UN-GGIM and 
HLCP Foresight; IEAG SDGs

One Global Partnership

Acting as One (within UNEP): at least 
one representative from the Divisions, 
Regions, MEAs (since January 2019).

UNEP’s partners on environmental data: 
22 partners (in 3 years), via MoUs 
(created and chaired by UNEP) including 
GRID-Centre’s, Yale University, WCMC, 
WRI, IBM, Google, Descartes, DHI,… 

Acting as One
UNEP

UN Geospatial Network: 28 UN entities 
(Chaired by UNEP since May 2019)
High Level Committee on Programmes 
Strategic Foresight Network
IAEG for the Sustainable Development Goals

Distribute the responsibility on 
content, maintenance. Ensure that 
all Divisions, Regions and MEAs 
can say what they need.
Help to find resources to cover 
their needs on WESR development 
and maintenance.

Collaborating center's and partners 
(including private sector). Provide 
technological support, provide 
access to data, transform data into 
information.

Share knowledge and Geospatial 
technologies, coordinates efforts and 
roles within the overall United 
Nations system.

RolesDescriptions
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Digital Transformation towards a Global Data Strategy: Transformation Pathways



TRANSFORMATIONAL 
PATHWAYS

G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  D a t a  S t r a t e g y‘Environmental  Data for  Our Future’
In  order  to  tack le  the  c l imate  cr i s i s  and  ach ieve  susta inab le  deve lopment ,  
peace  and  secur i ty,  and  humani tar ian  act ion ,  a  s ing le -entry  geospat ia l  and  
inte l l i gent  soc io-technica l  d i st r ibuted  p lat form on  env i ronmenta l  data ,  
support ing  st rateg ic  fores ight  and  ear ly  warn ing  for  preparedness  and  
prevent ion  – a Wor ld  Env i ronment  S i tuat ion  Room - i s  v i ta l  for  urg ing  the  
g loba l  c l imate  act ion  to  impact  people ’s  l i ves  now and into  our  common 
future .  

Transformational  Pathway I :  Integration
I n t e g r a t i n g  D a t a  a n d  K n o w l e d g e ,  ‘ A c t i n g  a s  O n e ’  a c r o s s  U N E P .  T h i s  

p a t h w a y w i t h  2 6  f o c a l  p o i n t s  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  u n t i l  n o w  ‘ f r a g m e n t e d ’  c o n t e n t s  a c r o s s  U N E P  

( g e o s p a t i a l ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  S D G  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  M E A  i n d i c a t o r s ,  g l o b a l  

m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m s ,  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  c i t i z e n  s c i e n c e  a n d  p r i v a t e  d a t a ,  

f o r e s i g h t  a n a l y s e s ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  s t r e a m s  o f  d a t a ) .  

Transformational  Pathway I I :  Partnership
A  D i g i t a l  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  P l a t f o r m ,  t h r o u g h  a  ‘ O n e  G l o b a l  P a r t n e r s h i p ’  O n l y  

t h r o u g h  a  g l o b a l  w o r l d w i d e  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  a n d  t h e i r  

s u p p o r t  i n  t e r m s  o f  c o m m o n  c o u n t r y  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  a n d  t h e  U N  R e f o r m ,  c a n  w e  

t a c k l e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  t o  p r o v i d e  t i m e l y ,  r e l i a b l e  a n d  d i s a g g r e g a t e d  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a t a  t o  s u p p o r t  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  p o l i c y  a n d  a c t i o n .  T h i s  

c o m p r i s e s  a  d i v e r s i t y  o f  p a r t n e r s ,  G R I D  c e n t e r s ,  B u s i n e s s e s ,  U N  S y s t e m  e n t i t i e s ,  

G e o s p a t i a l  a g e n c i e s ,  N G O s  a n d  C i t i z e n  s c i e n c e  a n d  C i v i l  S o c i e t y .  

Digital Transformation towards a Global Data Strategy: Transformation Pathways

Physical Situation Rooms Online Platform Mobile Access

Accessible to Everyone, from Everywhere, Anytime
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UN Environment Global Data Strategy – ‘Integrating’ Knowledge for Supporting Action

environmentlive.unep.org/wesr
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An evolving “One Global Partnership”: 22 Partners Impacting on People, Places and Planet



Financial Sustainability
G l o b a l  E nv i ro n m e nta l  D a ta  S t ra te g y

4 Years Budget (2018-2021):
17.5 Million USD

Secured Funding until 2021:2.986 Million USD

Danish Partnership Agreement (WESR – Common 
Country Analysis): 1.486 Million USD

12.5 MILLION USD 
(71%)

5 MILLION USD 
(29%)

In-Kind
Staff
Partners contributions

Cash Flows
Environment Fund
Country Partnership Agreements

Chinese South-South Cooperation (Foresight – Air 
Water Monitoring Systems in Africa): 1 Million USD

Nordic Funds (World Environment Situation Room, 
GEMS and Foresight): 400.000 USD

Swiss Ear Marked EF Funds (WESR – World 
Environment Situation Room): 100.000 USD

Funds to be Secured (2020-2021): 2 Million USD
Donation of Countries / Other XB Funds

A strategic Initiative for UNEP, with funding cycles of 4 years (2018-2021 and 2022-2025)



Communication and 
Outreach

G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  D a t a  S t r a t e g y

10 Excellence Demonstration Projects – Use Cases will be presented to UNEA 5 in February 2021

• Policy Makers

• Scientific Community

• International Organizations

• Business and Innovators

• Citizens and Civil Society

TARGET AUDIENCES

World Economic Forum (WEF), Davos

ROADMAP OF EVENTS

Jan 2020

Feb 2020

Jun 2020

Jul 2020

Oct 2020

Feb 2021

Digital Transformation and Global Environmental Data Strategy for Sustainable 
Development, Peace and Security and Humanitarian Action

World Urban Forum (WUF), Abu Dhabi

World Oceans Conference, Lisbon

HLPF, Situation Rooms Launch, New York

Dubai World Expo 2020, Dubai

United Nations Environmental Assembly, 
Nairobi



Acting and Delivering as One
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