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Emissions Gap Report 2019 – Launch
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Secretary-General's remarks at the opening ceremony 

of UN Climate Change Conference COP25 in Madrid

UN SG Antonio Guterres on the Emission Gap Report
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Emissions Gap Report 2019 – TOP KEY MESSAGES
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“NDC ambitions 
need to be 
increased 
substantially in 
2020.” 

“By 2030, 
emissions need    
to be 55 % lower 
than in 2018,       
to put the world  
on track to limiting 
global warming    
to 1.5°C.” 



Emissions Gap Report 2019 - Main Questions

• What is the trend in global GHG emissions? 

• Are countries on track to meet their NDC targets?

• What will the current NDCs contribute?

• Will this be sufficient to stay well below 2°C 

and pursue 1.5°C?

• Can the 2030 Gap be bridged - and how?
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Trends in global greenhouse gases in the last decade

Source: Olivier and Peters (2019), Houghton and Nassikas (2017) for land-use change emissions, 

and Friedlingstein et al. (2019) for updates from 2016 to 2018

Global GHGs from all sources
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Are countries on track to meet their NDC targets?

Average annual growth rates of key drivers of global CO2

emissions (2009-2018)

Source: Olivier and Peters (2019) and Global Carbon Project (Friedlingstein et al. 2019) for energy 

and economic data
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Are countries on track to meet their NDC targets?

Progress towards achieving NDC commitments: G20 countries
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What will the current NDCs contribute?

NDC contributions and the Emissions Gap

2005-Policies scenario
Global total emissions 64 GtCO2e (range: 60-68)

Current policy scenario
Global total emissions 60 GtCO2e (range: 58-64)

2°C pathways
Global total emissions 41 GtCO2e (range: 39-46)

1.5°C pathways
Global total emissions 25 GtCO2e (range: 22-31)

Unconditional NDC scenario
Global total emissions 56 GtCO2e (range: 54-60)

Conditional NDC scenario
Global total emissions 54 GtCO2e (range: 51-56)
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Countries and states committing to zero emission targets
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Global decarbonization:  

Fundamental structural changes are required

• Climate protection and adaptation investments will become a

precondition for peace and stability 

• Transformation is needed across societies, economies, 

infrastructures and governance institutions
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Example: Options for transforming the global energy system

• Easy wins available

• Broad policy consensus needed

• Large co-benefits possible

• Leapfrogging potential recognized
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Emissions Gap Report 2019 – Conclusions

• Need to cut over 7 per cent per year until 2030 for the 1.5 oC target 

• CO2 budget for the 2 oC scenario will be close to depletion by 2030

• Need for strong, enhanced ambition 

• Opportunities to enhance NDCs and bridge the 2030 emissions gap 
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Inger Andersen, 
UNEP Executive Director: 

“Countries simply cannot wait 
until the end of 2020, when 
new climate commitments are 
due, to step up action. 
They – and every city, region, 
business and individual –
need to act now!”



Thank you!

UNEP Science Division and UNEP-DTU Partnership

Contact: Maarten.Kappelle@UN.org 
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